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Welcome to the Cathedral 
Welcome to Ripon Cathedral for this act of worship. Christian worship has 
taken place on this site since St Wilfrid founded the Cathedral in 672 AD. The 
Cathedral Crypt is the oldest part of any English Cathedral and regular prayer 
has taken place there for almost 1350 years. 
 

Built on the firm foundation of that heritage, the Cathedral today continues to 
proclaim the Christian faith, with daily prayer and active service in Jesus’ name. 
 

If you would like to find out more about how the cathedral community is 
seeking to grow God’s Kingdom in this 21st century, please visit our website. 
Regular updates of all that we are involved in and our worship are posted on 
our Facebook page and we tweet regularly using “@riponcathedral”. 
 

Welcome to this Service 
We welcome you to this act of worship. Whatever has brought you here today, 
we trust that you will find yourself more aware of God through the words, 
prayers and music. 
 

As we worship today in this Cathedral church, we pray that we may all 
encounter God and be filled with God’s life and love, and that we may reach 
out to include others in sharing our joy. 
 

About This Service 
The President is Rev Caitlin Carmichael-Davies, Cathedral curate. 
 

The Preacher is Canon Barry Pyke, Canon for Education and Rural Engagement. 
 

The service is sung by Ruth Sladden one of the Cathedral Lay Clerks. 
 

The flower display is kindly provided by the Ripon Cathedral flower guild. 
 

Giving to support the work of the Cathedral 
 

As no collection is taken in this virtual service, if you would like to make a 
donation to the Cathedral you can do so with a bank transfer using the 
following details. 
 

Account Name:                 Ripon Cathedral PCC Fund 
Sort Code:                          05 07 17   Account Number:      35697334 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Common Worship:  Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is included 
in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council. All hymns covered by the Christian 
Copyright Licensing have been reproduced under CCL Licence no 97098.  
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The Gathering 
 

The Greeting 
 

President In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit 

All  Amen. 
 

President Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
  and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
All  and also with you. 

Hymn 
  Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
  in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
  most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
  almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 
 

  Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
  nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
  thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
  thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

  To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 
  in all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
  we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
  and wither and perish; but naught changeth thee. 
 

  Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
  thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
  all laud we would render:  O help us to see 
  ’tis only the splendour of light hideth thee. 
 

NEH 377 
Words: Walter Chalmers Smith (1824-1908 

Music: ST DENIO from John Roberts’s Caniadau y Cyssegr (1839)1811-87 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 4 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

All  Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden; 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Prayer of Penitence 
 

President Jesus says, 
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ 
So let us turn away from sin and turn to Christ, 
confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 

cf Matthew 4.17 
 

   Lord, you are gracious and compassionate: 
Lord, have mercy. 

All   Lord, have mercy. 
 

You are loving to all 
and your mercy is over all your creation: 
Christ, have mercy. 

All  Christ, have mercy. 
 

Your faithful servants bless your name 
and speak of the glory of your kingdom: 
Lord, have mercy. 

All   Lord, have mercy. 
 

Absolution 
 

President The God of love and power 
  forgive you and free you from your sins, 
  heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 
  and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 
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Gloria in excelsis 
 

Cantor  Glory be to God in the highest, 
And peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly king, 
Almighty God and Father, 
We worship you, we give you thanks, 
We praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
You are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
Receive our prayer. 
 

For you along are the holy one, 
You alone are the Lord. 
You alone are the most high, 
Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit, 
In the glory of God the Father, Amen. 

 

The Collect 
 

President Let us pray 
 

   Heavenly Father, 
whose blessed Son was revealed 
to destroy the works of the devil 
and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: 
grant that we, having this hope, 
may purify ourselves even as he is pure; 
that when he shall appear in power and great glory 
we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; 
where he is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

New Testament reading 
 

A reading from the book of the prophet Zephaniah 
 

Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is at hand; the LORD 
has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. At that time I will 
search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people who rest 
complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, ‘The LORD will not 
do good, nor will he do harm.’ Their wealth shall be plundered, and their 
houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; 
though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. The great 
day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the 
LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. That day will be a day of wrath, a 
day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness 
and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast and 
battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. I will 
bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; because 
they have sinned against the LORD, their blood shall be poured out like dust, 
and their flesh like dung. Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save 
them on the day of the Lord’s wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth 
shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants 
of the earth. 

(Zephaniah 1.7,12-18) 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel 

 

Gospel Reader Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘The kingdom of heaven is as if a man, going on a 
journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he 
gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 
ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off 
at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, 
the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had 
received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his 
master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled 
accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came 
forward, bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me 
five talents; see, I have made five more talents.” His master said to him, “Well 
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done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I 
will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” And 
the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed 
over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.” His master said to 
him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a 
few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 
master.” Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, 
saying, “Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not 
sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went 
and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master 
replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did 
not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested 
my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was 
my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with 
the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will 
have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have 
will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”’ 

[Matthew 25.14-30] 
  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 

The Sermon 
 

Affirmation of faith 
 

President Let us affirm, our common faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist? 

All   I believe and trust in him. 
 

President Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 

All   I believe and trust in him. 
 

President Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 

All   I believe and trust in him. 
 

President This is the faith of the Church. 
All   This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God, 

Father. Son and Holy Spirit. 
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Intercessions 
 

President We pray for the coming of God’s kingdom. 
 

Intercessor You sent your Son to bring good news to the poor, 
sight to the blind, 
freedom to captives 
and salvation to your people: 
anoint us with your Spirit; 
rouse us to work in his name. 
Father, by your Spirit 

All   bring in your kingdom. 
 

Send us to bring help to the poor 
and freedom to the oppressed. 
Father, by your Spirit 

All   bring in your kingdom. 
 

Send us to tell the world 
the good news of your healing love. 
Father, by your Spirit 

All   bring in your kingdom. 
 

Send us to those who mourn, 
to bring joy and gladness instead of grief. 
Father, by your Spirit 

All   bring in your kingdom. 
 

Send us to proclaim that the time is here 
for you to save your people. 
Father, by your Spirit 

All   bring in your kingdom. 
 

Lord of the Church, 
All   hear our prayer, 

and make us one in mind and heart 
to serve you in Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
 

President To crown all things there must be love, 
to bind all together and complete the whole. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 

Colossians 3.14,15 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All   and also with you. 
 

Preparation of the Altar 
 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

Bread and wine are placed upon the altar. 
 

President To you we come, Father of lights, 
with angels and saints, 
where heaven and earth unite. 
May Jesus meet us in the breaking of the bread. 

All   Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

President The Lord be with you 
All  And also with you. 
 

President Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

President Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

President It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should always sing of your glory, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
For you are the hope of the nations, 
the builder of the city that is to come. 
Your love made visible in Jesus Christ 
brings home the lost, restores the sinner 
and gives dignity to the despised. 
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In his face your light shines out, 
flooding lives with goodness and truth, 
gathering into one in your kingdom 
a divided and broken humanity. 
Therefore with all who can give voice in your creation 
we glorify your name, for ever praising you and singing: 

 

Cantor  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
 grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

 

 who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Praise to you Lord Jesus: 
All   Lord, by your cross and resurrection 

You have set us free 
You are the Saviour of the world. 
 

  And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
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As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary,  
  St Peter, St Wilfrid and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All  Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

President Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 

All  Our Father, 
who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The President breaks the consecrated bread. 
 

President We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All   Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
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President Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 
 

Eat in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 
 

The Body of Christ keep you in eternal life 
All  Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

President Let us pray. 
 

Gracious Lord, 
in this holy sacrament 
you give substance to our hope: 
bring us at the last 
to that fullness of life for which we long; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

All  Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
 

The Blessing 
 

President Christ our King make you faithful and strong to do his will, 
that you may reign with him in glory; 
and the blessing and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. 

All  Amen. 
 

President  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All   In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Organ Voluntary 


