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The modules in the RE section reflect the new

Syllabus for Religious Education complied by                                             
the Dioceses of Leeds and York.

Whilst the content of the modules contained in this brochure may vary slightly 
depending on the availability of volunteers, it is worth knowing that the Cathedral 

Education team is a creative and resourceful group that will be more than happy to 
discuss other interests or requirements and, given sufficient notice, create a 

‘bespoke’ module for your group or class.

To discuss availability and possible times and dates, please contact the Cathedral 
Office 

Contact details and booking procedures are at the bottom of the next page
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Whilst the content of the modules contained in this brochure may vary slightly 
depending on the availability of volunteers, it is worth knowing that the 

Cathedral education team is a creative and resourceful group that will be more than 
happy to discuss other interests or requirements and given sufficient 

notice, create a ‘bespoke’ module for your group or class.

To discuss availability and possible times and dates, 
please contact the Cathedral Office

Contact details and booking procedures are at the bottom of the next page
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Content Index

Important information

Timings. Most of our modules last about 90 minutes. It is possible to combine any of 
them with one or two of our ‘short modules’ or some more ‘free range activities.’

Arrivals. We ask that morning groups arrive at 10am when they will be met outside 
the main entrance by one of the education team. Arrival times for afternoon visits 
can be ‘as arranged’.

Toilets. Please note – at present there are no toilets inside the Cathedral. The nearest 
toilets are across the road to the north of the cathedral. The toilets are open to the 
public, so please be aware of the safeguarding aspects of toilet visits.

Cost. We ask for a contribution of £2 per child for a morning or an afternoon session

Accessibility. Most of the Cathedral site is wheel chair accessible, a t-loop system is 
available and all information can be provided in a large print format. We are happy 
to make provision for any access requirements that students or staff may have. 
Please let us know in advance.

Can I make a preliminary visit? Yes, of course. Feel free to contact the Cathedral 
office who will arrange for one of the team to meet you and to show you around.

Enquiries and Booking to discuss your requirements, or to make a booking, 
please contact the Cathedral office on 01765 603462 or email the office on 
postmaster@riponcathedral.org.uk
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Title:                                  Churches are special
(Exploring a Christian place of Worship)

Duration:       90 minutes      KS1 KS2
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KS1 KS2
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Key words from the syllabus This module will enable you to 

KS1 KS2

Visiting a place of worship 
is a key element of most 
RE syllabi. A visit can be fun 
and feed our  sense  o f 
wonder. In this module 
you will not only learn the 
names  of  some of  the 
special furnishings inside a 
c h u r c h ,  y o u  w i l l  a l s o 
discover  the  part these 
furnishings play in our services 
and see some of the symbols and ‘artefacts’ used in worship.

Classes will divide into smaller groups, which then rotate around the Cathedral stopping at the font, 
the lectern and pulpit, the nave altar and one of the prayer candle stands. At each of these stations 
you will have a chance to learn about the part they play in Christian worship and spirituality.

       •  At the font we use a doll to show what happens in baptism and see some of the symbols   
 used in this first stage of belonging.

       •  At the lectern and pulpit, we invite one of the children to read a short parable to 
 demonstrate how we learn more about Jesus through the Bible

       •  At the altar we think about the Last Supper and we see one of the chalices and patens   
 (plates) that we use in the Eucharist.

       • At the prayer station we think about some of the ways that we can pray and some of the   
 ways in which God sends messages to us.

After going around the stations in the nave we come back together for activities linked to our theme.

wonder. In this module 

Key words from the syllabus. This module will enable you to

+ Explore the main feature of a Christian place of worship, see and handle artefacts, take photo-
graphs …do some drawings and collect key words.

+ Explore the meaning of signs, symbols, artefacts and actions and how they help in worship e.g.altar 
cross, crucifix, font, lectern, candles and the symbol of light & vestments, font and pulpit
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Title:                                  Everyone is special
(Belonging)

Duration:          1 ½ hours      KS1 KS2

In this module we explore the idea of 

belonging. We look at the ‘groups’ we 

belong to;  the things we gain from 

belonging and the responsibility we have 

to care for others. We touch on caring for 

God’s world and the way Jesus asks us to 

love our neighbours.

In the main section of the module we 

divide into groups. Each group takes it in 

turn to explore what happens in a 

Christian baptism and what happens in a Christian wedding.

In the baptism section we learn how we become part of the Church – the Christian faith community. 

We help the groups to understand what happens in the service by inviting them to take part in a role 

play ‘baptism’ of a doll, during which they will see the ‘actions and symbols’ used 

in this special sacrament.

In a similar way we explore what happens in Christian marriage by inviting as 

many children as possible to act out a part in a role play wedding service. We 

hear how the couple make promises to ‘love…and belong to each other’ and, 

we learn about some of the special ‘actions and symbols’ 

used in the service.

In the final part we come back together into one large group to look at our 

own uniqueness and, using the story of the Lost Sheep (and / or the Prodigal 

Son), we look at the way in which God always loves and values us.

We end with some quiet actions related to the theme of the day.

Key words from the Syllabus. This unit will help you to
+ Consider some of the Groups that we belong to and how belonging involves both receiving and  
giving.
+ See and handle some of symbols of belonging used by Christians
+ See what happens at a traditional Christian baptism and explore what the symbols and action 
mean.
+ Identify at least two ways people show they love each other and belong to each other when 
they get married
+ Consider the parable of the Lost Sheep, which emphasises that everyone is special to God

 used in the service.  
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Festivals

KS1 KS2KS1 KS2KS1 KS2

Most RE syllabi invite pupils to 

explore the theme of religious 

festivals. In most cases the focus is 

twofold. Firstly the ‘story’ behind 

the festival and then, secondly, the 

way in which that story is expressed 

during the present -day event or 

celebration.

In Ripon Cathedral we have two 

modules that we can offer to those  who would like to explore the festivals of the Christian year.

1. Advent and the Festivals of Christmas

2. Holy Week and Easter2. Holy Week and Easter

Title:                1. Advent and the festival of Christmas
Duration:          90 Minutes      KS1 KS2

In this module we start by reflecting on the similarities between the natural year and the seasons of 

the church’s year, which begins with the season of Advent; preparing us for Christmas.

Then we divide into smaller groups which carousel round four ‘stations’ inside the Cathedral. At 

each of the stations one of the team explains the story behind some of symbols and events that 

mark this festive season.

   •  We learn about Advent and assemble an Advent   

 candle wreath;

   •  we mime a short Nativity play;

   • we assemble a Christmas crib and learn how 

 St. Francis made the first crib at Greccio;

   •  and we learn a bit about Christmas carols and  

 sing a few of our favourites.

   • 

   • 

   •

   • 



Key words from the Syllabus. This module will help you to

+ Hear the stories recalled during two major Christian festivals – the Gospel nativity accounts and 
the Gospel accounts of Holy Week

+ Make connections between these stories, their teachings, symbols and beliefs and how 
believers celebrate these festivals in the present day
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Key words from the Syllabus. This module will help you to  
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The days leading up to, and 

including Easter, are the most 

holy days in the Church’s 

calendar.

Every year the Church 

remembers the story of what 

happened during the first Holy 

Week by having a special set of services. In these services we do things that not only remind us but, 

help us to join in and be part of what happened back then.

In this module, which is suitable for Key stage 2 and upwards, we divide into smaller groups which 

go to specific points round the Cathedral where one of the story tellers explains the next part of the 

unfolding story of holy week.

      •  We hear about the excitement of the first Palm Sunday and the way Jesus over turned  

 tables and drove the cheats out of the temple;

      •  we see and hear of the way Jesus washed his disciples’ feet and shared bread and wine at  

 the Last Supper;

      •  we see and hear about the crown of thorns, the nails and the dice of Good Friday;

      •  we see and hear the story of the spices the women took to the tomb and the fish and the  

 meal at Emmaus.

To draw all things together, we will screen a presentation highlighting the special things that we do 

in our modern day Holy Week services which act as reminders and links to the events in the Gospels.

The unit concludes with Activities that pick up on the theme of Holy Week and Easter.

Title:                                  Holy Week and Easter  

Duration:          90 Minutes      KS2 KS3



8

Title: Special Journeys, Holy Places
(Pilgrimage)  

Duration:          60 Minutes      KS2 KS3

Key words from the Syllabus. This module will help you to  
 

 

 

KS2 KS3

Key words from the Syllabus. This module will help you to  
 

 

 

KS2 KS3

Key words from the Syllabus. This module will help you to  
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Key words from the Syllabus. This module will help you to  
 

 

 

KS2 KS3

Key words from the Syllabus. This module will help you to  
 

 

 

KS2 KS3

Sometimes everyday life can be so busy that we don’t have time to think deeply or spend quality time 

with God. That’s why every year tens of thousands of people go on a retreat or on a pilgrimage to a 

place where God has done, or is doing, something special.

In this module we look at the difference between a holiday, a retreat and a pilgrimage. We identify 

some of the famous places of pilgrimage and consider why they have become special. We look at some 

of the reasons why people go on pilgrimage; what they might need to take with them; what makes the 

pilgrimage a different kind of journey and what they might do when they get there?

Key words from the Syllabus. This unit will help you to

+ identify some of the stories and beliefs that lie behind places and times of pilgrimage
+ explain the spiritual significance and impact of pilgrimage.
+ Consider the value of times of reflection, repentance, journey and remembrance.
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Art and Design Unit

Title:             Stained glass windows tell stories

Duration:          60 Minutes      KS2 KS3

In early medieval times stained 

glass windows and wall paintings 

were used to tell the great stories 

of the bible and to help people to 

make personal connections with 

what they were seeing.

In this module we begin by 

showing a short video that 

explains how stained glass 

windows are made. Then using 

PowerPoint we imagine ourselves to be a mediaeval artist who has been 

commissioned to create a window depicting the parable of the ‘Good 

Samaritan’. We look first at the story as it unfolds. Then we see how one of the 

windows in the Cathedral captures the action of the parable.

Having seen this process, everyone in the group is then invited to create their 

very own drawing of a parable within the template provided.
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History unit
History unit  

KS2 KS3

History unit  

KS2 KS3

History unit  

KS2 KS3

History unit  

KS2 KS3

Using the memorials in Ripon 

Cathedral, black and white 

photographs and archive 

footage filmed in Ripon, we 

tell the story of how Ripon 

became home to a vast army 

camp during the First World 

War and we personalise the 

conflict by introducing some of 

people connected with Ripon.

Our little city has surprising links with all three of the 

armed services, the Army, Navy and the Royal Flying Corp 

(the precursor of the RAF). In addition to the Army camp, 

with its Military Hospital, part of the Ripon Race Course 

was taken over by the Royal Flying Corps, with two

squadrons being formed here.

Having been given a brief over view of the war, groups will 

be invited to divide up and go around the Cathedral and locate the memorials to some of the people 

who died in the war; learn something of their story; and then relate it to the larger group in our ‘What 

did you find out?’ plenary session.

Title:   Ripon, the Cathedral and the First World War.

Duration:          60 Minutes      KS2 KS3

We hope to have a ‘Benedictine’ module and a ‘Dig up Ripon’s History’ 
module to offer soon
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Short Modules

The following short modules can be used separately as additional activities tagged on at the end of 

longer modules or they could be combined to give an introduction to the most easterly part of our 

Cathedral

Title:                                  Investigating the Screen  

Duration:          30 minutes      KS1 KS2

The beautiful carved stone screen between the crossing and the Quire dates back to the 15th century. 

The original statues were destroyed during the Reformation, but they have been replaced by a full 

set of statues depicting important people who played a part in the history of Ripon and its Cathedral.

In this shorter half hour module, you will use your detective skills to examine the statues and answer 

the questions on our Screen Quiz Worksheet.



12

Short Modules
  

Title:                                  Exploring the Quire  

Duration:     30 minutes      KS1 KS2

The Quire is the part of the Cathedral where the choir sings the service of Evensong every afternoon 

or evening during school term time. It is also the place where some of the smaller services take place.

In this short half hour module, we help you to notice some of the beautiful, curious and grotesque 

features to be found in this ancient part of the Cathedral. We begin by giving a brief introductory tour 

and then we invite you to look around to find the answers to the questions on the Quire Quiz sheet.



13 Ripon Cathedral
here for us all

Title:                                  Discovering Misericords
Duration:          30 minutes      KS1 KS2

Is a misericord a dreadful tune sung by a grumpy choir or something far more spectacular? 

Come and find out!

Ripon Cathedral has one of the finest sets of misericords in England. They were made between 1489 

and 1494. Each one boasts an ornate carving of a biblical scene or an image that gives us an insight 

into the life and the imagination of medieval people.

In this short module we introduce the misericords and show how they work. Then working in smaller 

groups, you will begin by matching up photographs of misericords to their relevant Biblical text. Then, 

giving free rein to your imagination, you will be invited to go back to the stalls and select any 

misericord, draw it and then make up and write your own short story based on your chosen carving.
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Special Events
Ripon Cathedral
hosts a large number 
of impressive events 
including concerts, 
dinners, lectures and 
exhibitions. 
There are regular 
education workshops, 
also children’s craft 
activities in the school 
holidays. 
Pick up a seasonal 
brochure from the 
Cathedral or visit our 
website for further 
details of events.

Lunchtime 
Concerts 
A series of lunchtime 
concerts takes place 
in the Cathedral most 
Thursdays at 1pm. 
The concerts are free 
and refreshments are 
available.
(See the Cathedral 
website for details).

Opening Times
Entry is free. However 
the Cathedral 
depends heavily on 
the generosity of 
visitors. The Cathedral 
is open to visitors 
every day from 
8.30am to 6.15pm, 
except on Sundays 
when it closes at 5pm

Guided Tours 
Pre-booked groups of 12 or more people with 
a group rate from £5.00 per person. Group 
packages are available with a one hour guided 
tour of the Cathedral.  Refreshments and light 
lunches available.  Further focused tours and 
talks are also available for more specialist 
interests.
To book please contact 01765 603583 or 
email mollybarrs@riponcathedral.org.uk

Free Trails For Children
There are a number of exciting trails available 
for children and families. 

Services
During term time Choral Evensong takes place 
at 6pm Tuesday to Friday and at 3.30pm on 
Sundays.
(See the Cathedral website for details).

Cathedral Giftshop 
The Cathedral Giftshop sells a wide range of 
delightful gifts, books, and cards for all occasions.
Open Monday to Saturday 10am to 5pm, 
Sunday 12 until 5pm. Tel: 01765 601347
Please note that the Cathedral Giftshop closes
at 4pm in the winter months. 

For further information please contact 
Ripon Cathedral, Minster Road, Ripon  HG4 1QT

Telephone: 01765 603462 
www.riponcathedral.org.uk 

              Find us on Facebook 

              Follow @riponcathedral on Twitter

There is full access to all areas of The Cathedral other 
than the stairs to the library and the crypt.
© Chapter of Ripon Cathedral 2017.
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1350 years of Yorkshire Heritage

Ripon
Cathedral

 “Ripon Cathedral has a special combination of
majesty, grandeur, warmth, and friendliness

that never fails to inspire and soothe” 
Alan Titchmarsh 

Welcome to Ripon 
Cathedral 
Dominating the Ripon 
skyline, this welcoming 
and atmospheric 
cathedral inspired 
Lewis Carroll, J.M.W. 
Turner, and Wilfred 
Owen. Today it 
continues to inspire 
and uplift visitors and 
worshippers alike. 

Visitors have followed 
the Pilgrim Trail here 
for over 1350 years.  
They have enjoyed the 
peace and prayerful 
tranquillity of this 
beautiful place which 
has been at the heart 
of the community and 
Christian mission to 
Europe for centuries. 

Whether you come 
to worship, enjoy a 
special event, listen to 
the wealth of music 
which takes place here, 
explore the ancient 
crypt, light a candle, 
or simply to enjoy 
the atmosphere and 
architecture and learn 
about the history of 
this ancient church, 
you are most welcome.

The Reredos 
Behind the High 
Altar in the quire, 
Sir Ninian Comper’s 
remarkable reredos is 
the Cathedral’s war 
memorial.  

The statues represent 
kings, queens and 
saints associated with 
the North of England.  
Above them is an 
unusual statue of a 
beardless Christ with 
short hair. 

The Crypt
St Wilfrid built his 
amazing Crypt in 
672AD, making it the 
oldest surviving 
Anglo-Saxon crypt in 
England!
Descend the steep 
steps to go back in 
time and  experience 
this ancient chapel.  
Less than ten feet 
high and seven feet 
wide, the Crypt is one 
of England’s very first 
stone churches and 
the oldest to have 
been in continuous 
use.

Misericords 
Of special interest and
charm are the carved
medieval misericords
which decorate the
choir stalls. 

Among the wooden 
carvings can be found 
bagpipe-playing 
pigs, a mermaid, 
an elephant, and a 
monkey. There is also a 
griffin chasing rabbits 
down a hole, which is 
said to have inspired 
Lewis Carroll, whose 
father was a Canon 
here, to write Alice in 
Wonderland.

The Library and 
Treasury
The Library was built 
above the Chapter 
House in the early 
14th century. Today it 
houses the Cathedral’s 
Treasury and the 

famous 7th Century Ripon Jewel and Anglo-
Saxon stones. 

The Library also contains a collection of ‘Long 
Gallery’ portraits depicting Kings and Queens 
of the 15th and 16th centuries. These were 
probably painted during the reign of James I  
(1603–1625).
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Special Events
Ripon Cathedral
hosts a large number 
of impressive events 
including concerts, 
dinners, lectures and 
exhibitions. 
There are regular 
education workshops, 
also children’s craft 
activities in the school 
holidays. 
Pick up a seasonal 
brochure from the 
Cathedral or visit our 
website for further 
details of events.

Lunchtime 
Concerts 
A series of lunchtime 
concerts takes place 
in the Cathedral most 
Thursdays at 1pm. 
The concerts are free 
and refreshments are 
available.
(See the Cathedral 
website for details).

Opening Times
Entry is free. However 
the Cathedral 
depends heavily on 
the generosity of 
visitors. The Cathedral 
is open to visitors 
every day from 
8.30am to 6.15pm, 
except on Sundays 
when it closes at 5pm

Guided Tours 
Pre-booked groups of 12 or more people with 
a group rate from £5.00 per person. Group 
packages are available with a one hour guided 
tour of the Cathedral.  Refreshments and light 
lunches available.  Further focused tours and 
talks are also available for more specialist 
interests.
To book please contact 01765 603583 or 
email mollybarrs@riponcathedral.org.uk

Free Trails For Children
There are a number of exciting trails available 
for children and families. 

Services
During term time Choral Evensong takes place 
at 6pm Tuesday to Friday and at 3.30pm on 
Sundays.
(See the Cathedral website for details).

Cathedral Giftshop 
The Cathedral Giftshop sells a wide range of 
delightful gifts, books, and cards for all occasions.
Open Monday to Saturday 10am to 5pm, 
Sunday 12 until 5pm. Tel: 01765 601347
Please note that the Cathedral Giftshop closes
at 4pm in the winter months. 

For further information please contact 
Ripon Cathedral, Minster Road, Ripon  HG4 1QT

Telephone: 01765 603462 
www.riponcathedral.org.uk 

              Find us on Facebook 

              Follow @riponcathedral on Twitter

There is full access to all areas of The Cathedral other 
than the stairs to the library and the crypt.
© Chapter of Ripon Cathedral 2017.
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interests.
To book please contact 01765 603583 or 
email mollybarrs@riponcathedral.org.uk

Free Trails For Children
There are a number of exciting trails available 
for children and families. 

Services
During term time Choral Evensong takes place 
at 6pm Tuesday to Friday and at 3.30pm on 
Sundays.
(See the Cathedral website for details).

Cathedral Giftshop 
The Cathedral Giftshop sells a wide range of 
delightful gifts, books, and cards for all occasions.
Open Monday to Saturday 10am to 5pm, 
Sunday 12 until 5pm. Tel: 01765 601347
Please note that the Cathedral Giftshop closes
at 4pm in the winter months. 

For further information please contact 
Ripon Cathedral, Minster Road, Ripon  HG4 1QT

Telephone: 01765 603462 
www.riponcathedral.org.uk 

              Find us on Facebook 

              Follow @riponcathedral on Twitter

There is full access to all areas of The Cathedral other 
than the stairs to the library and the crypt.
© Chapter of Ripon Cathedral 2017.
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 “Ripon Cathedral has a special combination of
majesty, grandeur, warmth, and friendliness

that never fails to inspire and soothe” 
Alan Titchmarsh 

Welcome to Ripon 
Cathedral 
Dominating the Ripon 
skyline, this welcoming 
and atmospheric 
cathedral inspired 
Lewis Carroll, J.M.W. 
Turner, and Wilfred 
Owen. Today it 
continues to inspire 
and uplift visitors and 
worshippers alike. 

Visitors have followed 
the Pilgrim Trail here 
for over 1350 years.  
They have enjoyed the 
peace and prayerful 
tranquillity of this 
beautiful place which 
has been at the heart 
of the community and 
Christian mission to 
Europe for centuries. 

Whether you come 
to worship, enjoy a 
special event, listen to 
the wealth of music 
which takes place here, 
explore the ancient 
crypt, light a candle, 
or simply to enjoy 
the atmosphere and 
architecture and learn 
about the history of 
this ancient church, 
you are most welcome.

The Reredos 
Behind the High 
Altar in the quire, 
Sir Ninian Comper’s 
remarkable reredos is 
the Cathedral’s war 
memorial.  

The statues represent 
kings, queens and 
saints associated with 
the North of England.  
Above them is an 
unusual statue of a 
beardless Christ with 
short hair. 

The Crypt
St Wilfrid built his 
amazing Crypt in 
672AD, making it the 
oldest surviving 
Anglo-Saxon crypt in 
England!
Descend the steep 
steps to go back in 
time and  experience 
this ancient chapel.  
Less than ten feet 
high and seven feet 
wide, the Crypt is one 
of England’s very first 
stone churches and 
the oldest to have 
been in continuous 
use.

Misericords 
Of special interest and
charm are the carved
medieval misericords
which decorate the
choir stalls. 

Among the wooden 
carvings can be found 
bagpipe-playing 
pigs, a mermaid, 
an elephant, and a 
monkey. There is also a 
griffin chasing rabbits 
down a hole, which is 
said to have inspired 
Lewis Carroll, whose 
father was a Canon 
here, to write Alice in 
Wonderland.

The Library and 
Treasury
The Library was built 
above the Chapter 
House in the early 
14th century. Today it 
houses the Cathedral’s 
Treasury and the 

famous 7th Century Ripon Jewel and Anglo-
Saxon stones. 

The Library also contains a collection of ‘Long 
Gallery’ portraits depicting Kings and Queens 
of the 15th and 16th centuries. These were 
probably painted during the reign of James I  
(1603–1625).
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Photographs requiring acknowledgements

‘Enfants-rieurs’ from fleurdeporcelaine.paris

Christian festivals banner from multiculturalfestivals.org

Holy Week banner from’ worldartme.com’

St Francis at Greccio from ‘achristianpilgrim.wordpress.com’

Pilgrims crossing to Lindisfarne from ‘https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/’ Approaching Assisi from 

‘Archivio fotografico del Sacro Convento di San Francesco in Assisi’ Walsingham Youth Celebration 

from Graham at ‘Walsingham Youth Pilgrimage.’

BE12 from the ‘WW1 Aviation Heritage Trust’

Katherine Kinnear from ‘The Imperial War museum’

Lt. Col. N.B. Elliot Cooper Bowles from ‘https://greatwarliveslost.com/category/africa/’.
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For further information please contact
Ripon Cathedral, 
Minster Road, 
Ripon HG4 1QT
Telephone: 01765 603462
www.riponcathedral.org.uk

 Find us on Facebook

Follow @riponcathedral on Twitter

Ripon Cathedral
here for us all




