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A Note from the Dean 
 

Practising what we preach 
 

As a cathedral we seek to grow God’s kingdom. Often, we explain that central to our 
vision of the kingdom are those words from Jesus in St. John’s Gospel – 10:10; “I 
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” This newsletter shows that we 
are attempting to practise what we preach. Every page of it shows how, as a 
cathedral community, we are enabling people – within and beyond the community of 
the church – to enjoy life that bit more fully. We might hope that people would 
discern something of God’s presence and activity in their lives a little bit more as a 
result.   
 

For those who perceive the value of healthful exercise, we have St. Wilfrid Walks on 
offer for a second year, thanks to out curate, the Revd Caitlin. What more could we 
ask for? Each provides an enjoyable walk, shaped as a pilgrimage with a spiritual 
dimension, and taken in the company of people waiting to become friends. Well, if 
you are not too sure about such exertion, you can see that music features 
prominently in these pages. We wish the choir a very restful summer break, and a 
thoroughly energizing and stimulating tour in Germany. We look forward to hearing 
the reports! We will also be saying a big thank you to those who leave the choir and 
department this summer. But music at Ripon never stops! During the ‘recess’ there is 
much to enjoy, not least the Summer Organ Festival. Do please see the details and 
bring your friends. Over these coming weeks, we will also enjoy a series of visiting 
choirs generously giving of their time and talents to help enrich and lead our worship.  
 

See also the information about: Space – a creative way of exploring spirituality; 
Godparents’ Sunday, an imaginative way of recognizing and celebrating the blessings 
received from our godparents; the offer of afternoon tea - Jesus seemed to love 
spending time socially with others and so gave us an inspiring example, his kingdom 
with its abundant life surely involves much fellowship and friendship; and see the 
report from C3, sharing with us just a few of the ways in which the worshipping 
community of the cathedral are making the effort to enrich the lives of others. These 
few pages show there is an abundance of life and that we are doing more than 
preach about God’s kingdom. And don’t forget, we are looking for more volunteers to 
help us propel or escort the Wilfrid Tart in the city’s St. Wilfrid Parade on Saturday, 3rd 
August.  
 
Ripon Cycling Together – to the moon and back!   
 

Another way in which the cathedral seeks to enable the community of Ripon to enjoy 
life more abundantly is by supporting the efforts of Ripon Together. This is a local 
charity, a community interest company, that draws together representatives from 
different areas of the city’s life to foster stronger partnership and joint working. The 
community spirit that was seen around the time of the centenary of the armistice is a 
good example of the kind of community flourishing that Ripon Together seeks to 
encourage and enable. Such an ambition is entirely consistent with the Christian 
vision of God’s kingdom being an earthly reality. The point is that if the church – the 



body of Christ – is going to pray for the coming of God’s kingdom, then it must show 
its sincerity by living and serving in a way that suggests to the world that it would 
actually like to see it become a reality. By being in partnership with others and, when 
necessary, showing leadership and a willingness to get involved in the wider 
community, we demonstrate a willingness to practise what we preach.  
 

Prompted by the obvious cycling theme resulting from the Tour de Yorkshire and the 
UCI world championship passing through Ripon this year, Ripon Together has thought 
of an imaginative way of encouraging Riponians - those who are able – to clock up a 
few miles cycling over the next three months. In fact, fifty years on from that first 
moon landing, the challenge to Ripon is to cycle to the moon and back – nearly half-
a-million miles!   
 

We can support this individually by taking a bike out on the road, or by using an 
exercise bike at home or at the gym. I will be on mine every morning. There will even 
be some stationary bikes in the cathedral throughout July, inviting us to clock up the 
number of miles that Wilfrid would have covered (on foot and by boat in his case!) in 
his trips to Rome – 8,214 miles.  These will then be added to support the city’s lunar 
mission. You can find out how to add your personal miles to the city’s total by taking 
a leaflet from the cathedral or looking on the Ripon together Facebook page and 
cathedral website. 
 

‘On Yer Bike’ -  Photographic Exhibition 
 

On this same theme, there is an exhibition of stunning cycling-related photographs in 
the cathedral during July. It documents and celebrates some glorious views of 
Yorkshire and this region’s growing love of cycling.  
 

Worship and Prayer also matter  
 

This July Newsletter also offers many opportunities for prayer and worship. Jesus’ habit 
of going to the synagogue and finding a quiet place for private prayer also reminds us 
that if we are serious about growing the kingdom in our lives and community, we 
need to take regular prayer and worship seriously. This takes us to the heart of the 
cathedral’s calling. There are at least three services in the cathedral every day of the 
year. We regard Sunday as of particular significance because it is the day of Christ’s 
resurrection. If, for any reason, we cannot join others for worship on that day, please 
do consider joining us on one of the other days. During choir term, a beautiful choral 
evensong is offered on at least four mid-week days, Tuesday to Friday. These are some 
of the many life-enhancing ways in which we seek to practise what we preach and 
grow God’s kingdom. 
 

Sad news 
I was very sorry to learn just before the newsletter went to print of the sudden death 
of the Reverend Derek Ching who, for many years in his retirement, played such an 
active part in the life of the church in Ripon.  Our hearts go out in sympathy to Kath 
and her family.  We pray for comfort and strength for the repose of Derek’s soul. May 
he rest in peace and rise in glory. 
With my very best wishes 
Dean John    





Events & Special Services this month  in the Cathedral unless stated 
otherwise 
Thursday 4th July 1pm Free Lunchtime recital Young Musicians of Ripon 

Saturday 6th July 7.30pm Father Philip Holroyd Memorial Concert at Holy Trinity 
Church.  Tickets available from Little Ripon Bookshop and on the door. 

Sunday 7th July 10.30am Sung Eucharist celebrating Godparents 

Monday 8th to Sunday 14th July Summer Organ Festival – see full details in this 
newsletter. 

Thursday 11th July 1pm Free Lunchtime Recital Andrew Bryden & Alana Brook, organ 

Thursday 18th  July 1pm Free Lunchtime recital  Arioso, baroque ensemble 

Saturday 20th July 10.00am Wilfrid Walk – Pilgrimage of Creation.  See full details in 
this newsletter. 

Saturday 20th July 2pm Farewell Concert of the Choir Tour Repertoire  

Sunday 21st July 5.30pm Café Style Church 

Blair Radford will be ordained priest on Saturday 13th July at St Paul's church Monk 
Bretton where he is assistant curate.  Please remember him in your prayers 
 

Forthcoming Events & Special Services in the Cathedral unless stated 
otherwise 
Thursday 1st August 10am to 3pm Activity Day 

Saturday 3rd August 4.00pm St Wilfrid’s Service following the Wilfrid procession. 

Thursday 8th August 10am to 3 pm Activity Day 

Thursday 15th August 10am to 3pm Activity Day 

Saturday 17th August 9.30am — Wilfrid Walk – Pilgrimage of Reconciliation.  See 
full details in this newsletter. 

Thursday 22nd August 10am to 3pm Activity Day 

Friday 30th August GNAS Preview evening 

Saturday 31st August to Sunday 22nd September Great North Art Show 

Cathedral Music Department News 
A huge thank you from the Choir Association to everyone who supported our Annual 
Quiz night in May. We raised over £500 which this year will go towards our Choir 
Tour to Germany. Twenty choristers and our Lay Clerks will be performing in churches 
and venues in both Cologne and Koblenz.  
 

At 2pm on Saturday 20th July in the Quire the touring group will perform a free 
concert of the music they will be performing on tour in Germany - all welcome! Music 
will include well known pieces by John Rutter, Henry Purcell, Thomas Tallis and 
Charles Stanford as well as more recent compositions by Sally Beamish and Australian 
composer Bruce Stewart. 
 

Also, don’t miss our New Look Summer Organ Festival 7th - 14th July, more details of 
each event can be found in this newsletter. 



 

 





Children at the Cathedral 

Children’s Church regularly takes place each Sunday during the 10.30am service but 
will break for the summer holidays. The last session will be on July 14th .Children’s 
Church starts again on Sunday September 8th. The pop-up crèche will continue 
throughout the holidays. 

“Breakfast Natters” 9.00am on the first Thursday of every month in the 
Cathedral Hall.  A chance for parents, grandparents and carers to have a chat over 
coffee and cake whilst children play. There’s toddler music as well, led by our singing 
development teacher, Tracey Kendrick. All welcome, no charge. The last session for 
this term is on Thursday July 4th.  

We are also planning a fun day-trip in the first week of the school holidays for 
children who come to Breakfast Natters and Children’s Church. This will be on 
Monday July 22nd. Save the date and look out for more information shortly. 

Volunteers to help with refreshments for special services 

We are looking for people to volunteer to help with refreshments at large services. 
The three remaining large servies in 2019 are on the 15th September 3.30pm - 
Installation of Honorary Canon, 13th October 3.30pm – Founders and Benefactors and 
17th November 3.30pm – Oakleaf. Any volunteers, new or existing, please get in 
touch with Fiona Gillies at the Cathedral Office.  Tel:   01765 603462 E: 
fionagillies@riponcathedral.org.uk.  Many thanks 
 

St Wilfrid Parade Saturday 3rd August 
The Cathedral will again be joining in the parade with our great Wilfrid Tart which 
Charlie Brown so brilliantly made last year. Everyone is welcome to join in, either by 
parading with us (particularly anyone who is willing to help push the tart!) or by 
making Wilfrid Tarts to give to the public or by handing out the tarts. Older children 
most welcome so long as they are accompanied by an adult who is responsible for 
them.  
 

And whether you are processing or not remember it is fun to watch and fun to join in 
the service around 4 pm.    Please tell Canon Ailsa if you can help.  
 

SPACE is designed to provide a space in busy lives  to allow 
people to  deepen an awareness of their own unique 
spiritual journeys. These days are for people of all faiths and 
none, for people at the beginning of their spiritual journey 
and those who are already well familiar with the road.  
 

If you could use with some Space in your life, join us on Saturday, 20 July at Thorpe 
Prebend.  The theme for this day will be Rejoice: finding a deeper kind of joy.   We 
start with coffee from 10:30, and finish with fellowship and tea at 3:30.  Our facility is 
suitable for individuals requiring wheelchair access.  Places are limited and booking is 
essential. For more information or to book a place contact us by Tel: 01765 603462 
or E: spaceripon@gmail.com. 

mailto:fionagillies@riponcathedral.org.uk


The Acts of the Apostles tells us that the earliest Christian communities cared for each 
other and’ was united, heart and soul ensuring no one was ever in want’. That level of 
care was relatively straightforward in small convert communities meeting in a private 
house, where everyone knew everyone else and all their business as well. The hostility 
such early church communities faced from the authorities or other competing 
religious groups increased their mutual dependency and need to look after one 
another. 
 

Today we can relax, not facing persecution or an uncertain future. However the 
corollary is that there is less immediate motivation to look out for one another, to 
care and share in mutual support. And, in Christian communities like ours with 
hundreds of members, it is hard to get know one another let alone to know what 
people’s needs might be. But it is as vital now in our age as it was in the days of the 
early church. We are all part of the body of Christ and have an obligation to operate 
as a body – as a unity – interested in each other and in each other’s welfare. ‘Beloved 
let us love one another, for love is of God’ says St John and that is the heart of our 
faith. 
 

So caring for one another is the responsibility of all of us and the PCC at its recent 
meeting was keen to improve our support for people. The cathedral clergy cannot 
keep up with everyone or spot everything so it is hugely helpful if you let us know if 
you know of someone who is ill or you notice that someone who attends regularly 
hasn’t been around for a few weeks. A phone call or email to me (01765 604108 
canonailsa@riponcathedral.org.uk) is one way. Alternatively there is a small pile of 
‘alert cards’ on the Chapter House table where you can tell us of your concern. It is 
good, too, if we don’t merely leave pastoral care to others but take a moment to 
make contact ourselves to see how the person is. 
 

So that is the first aspect of our mutual care for one another. The second is that 
extending that care is the work of all of us. At the moment we have a small dedicated 
team of pastoral visitors who keep in touch in the name of the cathedral with 
members of the congregation who are housebound or unwell. There is always space 
for more people to be involved in that important work for our community and if you’d 
like to know more about it have a word with me. 
 

Another way to support the building up of our community is to be involved in the 
hospitality we offer after Sunday services. It is a good way to get to know people and 
it doesn’t take much time. Those who help in this way simply sign up at coffee time 
on the rota for a convenient date. Each week there are at least 2 people who set up 
beforehand and then serve tea and coffee, clearing up at the end. We will always 
make sure that anyone starting will work alongside someone who has done it before 
to show them the ropes. Talk to Jean Dunn, or anyone serving coffee on a Sunday for 
more information. 
 

A ‘community united in heart and soul’. That will take the involvement of all of us. 
 

Canon Ailsa 
 
 

mailto:canonailsa@riponcathedral.org.uk






This month, the General Synod of the Church of England meets in York. This 
Governing Body of the Church usually meet twice a year and deliberate over 5 days or 
so, a variety of topic from those of national significance to the minutiae of Church 
Law. 
 
Over that first weekend of July, the Synod is scheduled to hear from the head of the 
Mothers Union on the Friday along with the usual question and answer session as 
Synod members ask the Chairs of various Boards and Committees about their work. 
 
On the Saturday there will be a debate on how the church can respond effectively to 
serious Youth violence followed by a debate on clergy wellbeing. In the afternoon 
there will be conversations on the ‘Living in Love and Faith’ agenda which is exploring 
Christian teaching and learning about human sexuality, identity and marriage. 
 
On the Sunday, after worship in the Minster, the Synod will hear a presentation on 
Safeguarding amongst other things. On Monday the business starts with a Bible Study 
and then Synod will look at the Cathedrals measure. There will be reflection on the 
Mission Shaped Church and Fresh Expressions agenda and Synod will round off on 
Tuesday looking at some legislative business. 
 
Please remember the Synod in your prayers. The Archbishops ask for a Continuous 
Praying Presence and members of the Ripon Cathedral community can be a part of 
that at home or in the Central Hall in York. Please contact me is you would like further 
information.  
Canon Michael 
 
Choristers leaving 
On 7 July the Term ends for the Cathedral Choir and preparations begin in earnest for 
the Choir Tour of Germany at the end of the month. The final service is at 3.30pm on 
Sunday 7 July when the Choristers who are leaving this summer will receive a blessing 
from God and the grateful thanks from the whole Cathedral community for all they 
have contributed over the last few years.  
 
Of course, as Choristers move on it is necessary to welcome new ones in. Our current 
Junior Choir is flourishing in its Monday after-school slot, with over 20 attending 
regularly. Once in Year 3 (or after Easter in Year 2), they are able to have an audition 
and then become probationers in the Cathedral Choir singing for services.  
 
We offer our grateful thanks to those who are leaving the choir this time for 
everything they have contributed to the Choral tradition of the Cathedral and we 
welcome new members in ready for the new term starting again in September. 

 
Canon Michael 

 





 ‘C3: Cathedral Community Connections 
Ripon Cathedral is committed to supporting our community through partnerships 
with local charities.  That support includes both prayer and practical action. Please 
consider how you might play your part in this ministry. For more information please 
contact C3@riponcathedral.org.uk or telephone the Cathedral Office 01765 
603462.  
Dementia Forward 
You are invited to come along any Friday morning to Dementia Forward’s  
Community Day (Open Doors) at the hub, George Armitage House, (the Old Chapel) 
Burton Leonard, HG3 3SD from 10 - 12.00.  If you don’t know much about Dementia 
Forward then this would be an ideal time for visit.  There is always home-made cakes, 
plenty of tea and coffee, plus regular speakers and guest performers on some 
occasions. 
Salvation Army Food Bank 
Thinking ahead to the school holidays when school meals will not be available, the 
Food Bank are looking for things such as tinned pasta, Ravioli, Macaroni, etc, tinned 
vegetables,  tinned fruit, rice pudding and custard, fruit juice drinks such as Fruit 
Shoot, and breakfast cereals.  Also, always needed are women’s and girls’ sanitary 
products which continue to be expensive because of the VAT  
Ripon City of Sanctuary 
The group had an amazing week during National 
Refugee Week. The Prayer Vigil in the Cathedral on 
Tuesday the 18th June was a deeply moving event 
with about 30 people coming to pray and reflect on 
the deaths of the over 10,000 refugees and asylum 
seekers who lost their lives trying to cross the 
Mediterranean this year.    The work in local schools 
continues as Greystones, Moorside, St. Wilfrid’s, Holy 
Trinity, Cathedral Primary and now Outwood 
Academy are all in the process of becoming schools 
of Sanctuary. The village schools in Masham and 
Kirkby Malzeard began their work this school year 
and Queen Mary’s School, Baldersby has recently 
started planning for a special day of workshops and a 
speaker to launch their work on refugees and asylum 
seekers.  Ripon Library has been very supportive of 
this work and several schools have attended special sessions on refugees at the 
library.  Ripon City of Sanctuary  asks for your prayers in support of the work they are 
doing in schools.  
The Walled Garden 
July is a lovely time of year to visit our partner charity Ripon Community Link’s Walled 
Garden and Victorian Orchard on Palace Road. The Walled Garden is looking 
particularly lovely at the moment and is an oasis of calm. Whilst there you can browse 
the garden centre and gift shop or treat yourself to a delicious homemade cake or 
light lunch in the tea room.  
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Cathedral Gift Shop  
Opening hours: Monday – Saturday 10am to 5pm  Sundays 12noon to 5pm 
Telephone 01765 601347 
 

The Cathedral shop is very proud to announce that it is now a stockist of the award 
winning Yorkshire artist, Lucy Pittaway and bring to you a vibrant, colourful and 
enchanting collection of prints, greetings cards, stationery and ceramics designed to 
make you smile. 
Lucy’s art is inspired by the sights and sounds of her 
family life in the Yorkshire Dales, with quirky animals 
and colourful landscapes taking centre stage in her 
work. 
 
Please do take the opportunity to visit the shop and 
browse this beautiful new range. Greetings cards are 
£2.50 each, the sheep and daisy ceramics are £7 - 
£32 and mounted prints are £49. Original artwork, 
larger prints and other items that are not stocked in 
the Cathedral shop due to space, are available to 
order with us. The complete and vast range can be 
viewed on Lucy’s website – www.lucypittaway.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Service Times 

http://www.lucypittaway.co.uk/


Sundays 
8.00am Eucharist   9.30am Morning Prayer (said) 
10.30am Sung Eucharist  12.30pm Eucharist (BCP) 
3.30pm Evensong 
Weekdays 
8.30am   Morning Prayer 
9.00am   Eucharist (also Wed (BCP) & Fri 12 noon) 
6.00pm  Evensong (or said Evening Prayer)  (Saturday 5.30pm) 
Mondays 10.00am The Magdalen Fellowship. Please join us in the medieval chapel 
of Mary Magdalens for a time of silence and reflection every Monday morning starting 
at 10:00 am.  Coffee served afterwards.  The monthly Eucharist and Laying on of 
Hands will take place on Monday, 1st July and the celebrant will be Reverend Cliff 
Bowman.  For further information, contact Anne-Marie Tarter 602129  
 
First Monday of each month The Evening Meditation Prayer Group: an 
opportunity for contemplative prayer at 7.30pm ending with Compline. 
 

Tuesdays at 7.30pm Space for Grace reflective Eucharist in the Chapel of the 
Resurrection (enter from the outside door on the footpath along the south side of the 
cathedral). 
 

Wednesdays 7.30-9.00pm Bell Ringing Practice Everybody welcome, access via 
North Transept. 
 

Thursdays (most Thursdays – see the monthly events schedule) 1.00pm Lunchtime 
Concert in the Quire (free). 

 

Thursdays 7.00- 8.00pm Cathedral Parish Music Group practices in Thorpe 
Prebend House, High St Agnesgate, Ripon.  Singers and instrumentalists welcome. 
 
First Saturday of the month 12.00 Parish Lunch in the Cathedral Hall 
 

Further Information 

For further information on any of the events and services listed or for general 
information, please contact us on: 

Email:  postmaster@riponcathedral.org.uk 

Tel:  01765 603462 (Office)  01765 602072 (Chapter House) 

Or visit our website: www.riponcathedral.org.uk. 

Cathedral E newsletter 

If you wish to subscribe to the weekly electronic newsletter, please email Michelle 
Gee (michellegee@riponcathedral.org.uk). 
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