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A Note from the Dean 
 
Environmental and political crises: the need to be more at one with the Trinity  
 
I was invited by Canon Ailsa to lead a recent hot potato discussion on the doctrine of 
the Trinity. I accepted the challenge, and thoroughly enjoyed the engagement with 
participants. When we think about the Holy Trinity, we are contemplating mystery. 
And we cannot do it for very long before realizing that we too are mysterious. 
Exploring the nature of God involves exploring ourselves. What we believe about God 
and how we apply that to our daily living helps to shape and direct our lives.  
 
It is worth remembering, at a time of pronounced environmental and political 
challenges, that mystery also surrounds our world and nation. Who can tell where 
issues around climate change will lead? And who amongst us can now claim to 
understand fully the character of our own country? The mystery and uncertainty point 
to the need to be open to the reality of God and to be influenced and upheld by the 
One who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 
At Ripon Cathedral, this also relates to what we celebrate over coming weeks in our 
Harvest Thanksgiving and in our Celebration of Founders and Benefactors.  
 
I believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth… 
 
so the Apostles’ Creed has us say. At the heart of our faith is belief in the creator God, 
the one without whom nothing at all would exist. The first chapter of the Bible, 
Genesis 1, makes it clear that we humans were created to share both God’s image.  
‘So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male 
and female he created them.’ And this brings a responsibility for the stewardship of 
his creation. And he said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply… have dominion over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the air…’ 
 
The burden of this responsibility is now felt more keenly than ever as planet Earth 
faces an environmental challenge resulting, at least in part, from the impact of human 
activity. Recently, there was a global campaign day; Greta Thurnberg and other young 
people were calling on those with influence to help humanity change its ways – and 
fast. A few days later, on Merseyside, the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge named the 
new Antarctic research ship, ‘RRS Sir David Attenborough’- after a member of the 
older generations who has been doing his bit to awaken us to the threat of climate 
change. We are now being told that the world’s ice caps are melting more swiftly 
than predicted, and we even hear of a glacier in danger of collapsing in the Mont 
Blanc range.   
 
Respecting God as creator encourages us to value the natural world and to care for it. 
It also raises in us a spirit of gratitude, something that Moses warned the Israelites not 
to lose when they entered the Promised Land. They were to remember that they were 



to inhabit such fertile territory thanks to God’s generosity and kindness, not because 
of their goodness or ability. We might say that they didn’t have a human right to it. 
So, they were to bring the first tenth of the harvest to the priest as an expression of 
gratitude.  This would show they hadn’t lost sight of God’s creativity and generous 
providence – a welcome corrector of humanity’s instinct for hubris in any period of 
history, and certainly now.  
 
[I believe] in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord… the third day he rose again from 
the dead… 
 
The creed moves on from the Father to the Son. The creator God was revealed in an 
ultimate way in Jesus Christ, we Christians believe – showing God to be unfailingly 
loving and forgiving. He is capable of saving his children and creation from ruinous 
separation from him. This, we believe, Jesus Christ demonstrated in his death and 
resurrection. The gospels, then, present Jesus as good news; beginning his ministry by 
calling people to change their ways (repent) and believe in the good news (see St. 
Mark 1:14-15). Being open to the life-changing good news which is Jesus Christ 
requires accepting that we are not perfect – no one is.   
 
Acknowledging Jesus Christ as God the Son encourages in us a spirit of humility in our 
dealings with each other. Only Christ is perfect. Believing that surely makes a 
difference to how we judge others. For example, Jesus gave cause to pause and 
reflect when a woman was brought to him after having been caught in ‘the very act 
of’ adultery. Jesus’ famous words, ‘Let the one without sin cast the first stone’ cut 
through the heated accusations and condemnation of those who would have seen 
her put to death. Surprise, surprise – no stone was thrown. Jesus never said that 
adultery was right, he simply enabled someone to learn and move on from past 
mistakes. And he didn’t allow others to be blind to their own shortcomings.  
 
There are important lessons in all this.  We are going through a period of intense 
national debate – there is nothing wrong in that. But debate becomes impossible if 
we are not listening to others because we are so certain that we have a hold on 
absolute truth, and when we become too ready to condemn those who see things 
differently. Accepting that only Christ is perfect leaves us needing to show humility in 
debate. It also highlight’s our own need of God’s mercy.   
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit… 
 
The creed then leads us to the Holy Spirit. No, we are not perfect, but Christ did 
promise to send his Holy Spirit to be our comforter and to lead us into truth. At 
Pentecost, that promise was fulfilled, leaving St. Paul able to reflect that there are 
clear signs when people are willing to let the Spirit in and make a difference to how 
they live. The fruit of the Spirit, he teaches in a letter to the Galatians, is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. These 
dimensions of the Spirit’s work shape our morals as we seek to follow Christ’s example 
of faithful living. We accept that we sometimes struggle to do what we know to be 



right. St Paul admitted as much in another of his letters – the one to the Romans; ‘I do 
not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate…’. St. Paul’s pubic ministry had 
integrity because he himself was a man of integrity; he was genuinely seeking to lead 
a good life with the help of the Holy Spirit’s guidance.   
 
Reflection on the Holy Spirit, then, might suggest to us that it simply doesn’t make 
sense to conclude that the character of a person’s private life has no bearing on his or 
her fitness for public office. Perfection is an unreasonable expectation, but integrity 
and sincerity are surely not. And, yes, here we must accept that we wait for the one 
without sin to cast the first stone!  
 
Founders and Benefactors  - being more at one with the living God 
 
The risen Jesus sent his disciples out in mission, to baptize people everywhere in the 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – the Trinity. And that is what the church has 
been doing ever since. By remaining faithful to its calling – yes, imperfectly, but 
hopefully with integrity and sincerity – the church still seeks to demonstrate God’s 
creative, redeeming, life-sustaining involvement in the world. It also prays for the 
world to recognize God in countless unexpected situations.  
 
At the celebration of founders and benefactors on Sunday, 13th October at 3.30pm, 
we will be thanking God for those who, in every generation since the seventh century, 
have helped the mission of God to be extended in and through what is now Ripon 
Cathedral. There is much for which we give thanks! The contribution of no one is 
taken for granted; we have hundreds of people supporting this cathedral with time, 
skills, money and, for many, a desire to serve the living, triune God. We call our vision 
and common mission Growing God’s Kingdom.  
 
The following pages of this newsletter reveal many ways in which we are seeking to 
do our bit to help God’s kingdom to grow. They also show some of the opportunities 
for getting involved, as does the cathedral’s recently published 2018 Annual Review 
which is available on our website.  
 
Reflecting on the mystery of God, and on some of the contemporary environmental 
and political challenges, I become increasingly convinced of the worth of what we do 
and seek to do in and through Ripon Cathedral, not to mention in and through the 
Church of England. It becomes ever clearer that we live in a world and nation 
desperately in need of being more at one with the living God; Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit.      
   
 
With my very best wishes 
Dean John 



Events & Special Services this month  in the Cathedral unless stated 
otherwise 

 
Thursday 3rd October 1.00pm Free Lunchtime Recital Students from Leeds 
University 

Thursday 10th October 1.00pm Free Lunchtime Recital Charlie Gower-Smith, 
baritone 

Saturday 12th October 5-9pm Cathedral Choir at Fountains by Floodlight. 

Saturday 12th October 7.30pm St Cecilia Gala Concert Mahler Symphony No. 2 
‘Resurrection’. 

Sunday 13th October 3.30pm Annual Celebration of Founders and Benefactors 
Joni us in thanking God for St Wilfrid and all those who have supported the mission 
and ministry of the Cathedral for almost 1350 years.  Refreshments will be served. 

Wednesday 16th October 7.30pm Theological Hot Potatoes: Canon Ailsa – Why 
does God allow suffering?  Booking via Canon Ailsa 

Thursday 17th October 1.00pm Free Lunchtime Recital Augustinerkantorei of 
Erfurt, Germany,choir 

Friday 18th October 7.30pm Cathedral Benefice Healing Eucharist The Feast of St 
Luke 
Please do come along to celebrate Luke, the physician and evangelist, alongside 
congregations and choirs, ministers and musicians belonging to the whole Cathedral 
Benefice. The Dean will preside and the Revd Cliff Bowman, the new Chaplain at St 
Mary Magdalen's Chapel, will preach. There will be an opportunity in the service to 
bring prayers and concerns to the healing team for laying on of hands or anointing 
either for others or for yourself. The Benefice choir has begun rehearsing and we are 
hoping to see many of you there. Refreshments afterwards. 

Sunday 20th October 5.30pm Distinctive Café style church 

Thursday 24th October 1.00pm Free Lunchtime Recital Rachel Johnson & Jemima 
Palfreyman, flute & piano 

Tuesday 29th October drop in between10am & 3pm Free Family Activities 

Thursday 31st October drop in between10am & 3pm Free Family Activities 

Friday 1st November drop in between10am & 3pm Free Family Activities 

 

 



 
 



 
Forthcoming Events & Special Services in the Cathedral unless stated 
otherwise 
Saturday 2nd November 7.30pm All Souls Requiem Eucharist 

Sunday 3rd December 3.30pm Bereavement service 

Monday 4th November 7.30pm Cathedral Concert Society 

Thursday 7th November 1.00pm Free Lunchtime Recital Rev’d Daniel Sladden, bass-
baritone 

Thursday 7th November 7.30pm Mayor of Harrogate’s Concert 

Friday 8th November 1.00pm Military Kids Club Service 

Sunday 10th November 11.40am Remembrance Service 

Monday 11th November 10.45am Act of Remembrance 

Thursday 14th November 1.00pm Free Lunchtime Recital Julia Hartmann, piano 

Saturday 16th November Alumni Event 

Sunday 17th November 3.30pm Oakleaf Service 

Sunday 17th November 5.30pm Distinctive Café style Church 

Saturday 23rd November 9.30-4.30 Christmas Gift and Food Fair 

Sunday 24th November 10.30am Christ the King Festal Eucharist 

Sunday 24th November 4.30pm Messy Cathedral 

Thursday 28th November 1.00pm Free Lunchtime Recital Students from Leeds 
University 

Saturday 30th November 7.30pm Ripon Choral Society Concert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Freedom is Coming: making the most of Advent and Christmas with the Bishop 
of Leeds.   

As Advent starts, we are providing a wonderful opportunity to hear Bishop nick talk 
about his new book, ‘Freedom is Coming’, on Advent Sunday.  Please, do plan to stay 
for the Advent Procession at 5.30pm and make this a wonderful start to your Advent 
season.   

Sunday 1st December 3.00pm in Thorpe Prebend, High 
St Agnesgate, Ripon Bishop Nick will be talking about his 
recently published Advent book.  Based on Isaiah 40-55, 
this book guides us through Advent, Christmas and 
Epiphany, bringing the biblical story alive and relating it 
to today’s world.  

Places will be limited – please contact Fiona Gillies in the 
Cathedral Office to register your interest E: 
fionagillies@riponcathedral.org.uk  Tel:  01765 
603462.  Bishop Nick will be signing books at the West 
End from 4.30pm before the Advent Service which starts 
at 5.30pm.   

Copies of the book are available from the Cathedral Book Shop. 

 
 
 
Eco-Cathedral Group needs your help.  
We now have a bronze Eco Cathedral award, which is excellent progress. Now we are 
working to improve our environmental impact further.  
 

We are currently throwing away a lot of disposable cups, which we would like to 
change. From November we are going to trial using ceramic mugs but we need your 
help! 
 

A sign up sheet will be put at the back of church for a person to help wash up each 
week (or contact reverend Caitlin). You would be needed from the end of the 10.30 
service until after coffee. This is a great opportunity to help us care better for God’s 
Earth.  
 

To reduce the washing up please consider bringing your own reusable flask or mug 
for coffee.  
 

If you would like to know more about our group, or to join us, please speak to 
Reverend Caitlin or email reverendcaitlin@riponcathedral.org.uk 
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Volunteers to make and serve coffee after the 10.30 Eucharist on a Sunday. 
Help! 

We are looking to expand the list of volunteers who would be willing to help out 
occasionally.  Once having been shown how to operate the coffee machine, you will 
find that the task is not particularly onerous, and indeed being on duty is an enjoyable 
way of meeting people. Ideally there should be two people available each Sunday and 
it is entirely your choice as to how often you feel able to help.  There is no need to 
worry about volunteering for the first time, as experienced coffee makers will be 
available to show new helpers the ropes. Any members of the Congregation would be 
most welcome. Just put your name on the list which is always available on a Sunday 
beside the kitchen. We need help on October 20th and thereafter from November 
10th.  Contact Jean Dunn by e-mail jeandunn00@gmail.com 

      

 

Charitable giving by the congregation 
Each year at this time of year the PCC makes charitable grants on your behalf to 
different charities as part of our stewardship and planned giving as a congregation. 
There is a sum of £2,000 in the accounts for this. Usually a variety of different 
charities will receive a grant, decided by the PCC at its November meeting. There are 
typically around 6 charities in total representing different kinds of charitable work in 
this area, this country and overseas. 
 
The PCC is keen to receive suggestions of charities you would like us to support with a 
grant from this fund. If you would like to put forward a charity for consideration, 
please send brief details – say half a side of A4 – to the PCC Secretary, Sarah Hobbs  
sarahhobbs1974@gmail.com . She will circulate them all to PCC members. Hard copy 
applications can be left for her in the PCC pigeon-hole in the Chapter House. Please 
make sure your application reaches Sarah by the end of October 

 

Staff Vacancies 
Casual Verger 

Our hard-working verger team is looking for a new member to work on ‘an as and 
when basis’ at Ripon Cathedral. You will be part of the team involved in the 
preparation and maintenance of this magnificent building and integral to the 
welcome and worship at the cathedral.  For Job Description please see website  
https://www.riponcathedral.org.uk/casual-verger-vacancy/ 
For more information or an informal discussion please contact Charlie Brown, Head 
Verger on 01765 602072. 
Hourly rate of pay is £10.08 and closing date is 15th October. 

 
Education Officer 

Ripon Cathedral is looking to recruit a part-time Education Officer – 18 hours per 
week.  Closing date for applications 21st October.  For Job Description please see 
website https://www.riponcathedral.org.uk/education-officer/ 
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Children at the Cathedral 

Children’s Church regularly takes place each Sunday during the 10.30am service. 
The pop-up crèche is available for young children and parents every Sunday of the 
year. 
 
God Talk, our new group for older children and teenagers, runs through the sermon, 
creed and intercessions part of the service.  See the separate page for information 
about this new group to be led by members of the clergy a Reader and a Canon. 
 
“Breakfast Natters” is at 9.00am on the first Thursday of every month in the 
Cathedral Hall.  A chance for parents, grandparents and carers to have a chat over 
coffee and cake whilst children play. There’s toddler music as well, led by our singing 
development teacher, Tracey Kendrick. All welcome, no charge.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Christmas Gift & Food Fair is fast approaching on Saturday 23rd November, and 
we are looking for: 

- Volunteers to help on the day 
- Donation of raffle and tombola prizes 
- Christmas cakes to sell on our stall 

If you think you could help, please get in touch with Molly Lawson on 
mollylawson@riponcathedral.org.uk 
Thank you for supporting.  
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C3: Cathedral Community Connections 

Ripon Cathedral is committed to supporting our community through partnerships 
with local charities.  That support includes both prayer and practical action. Please 
consider how you might play your part in this ministry. For more information please 
contact C3@riponcathedral.org.uk or telephone the Cathedral Office 01765 
603462.  
 

Christian Aid - Ripon City Brass Band Concert on Saturday, October 
19th in Holy Trinity at 7.30pm.   This special fund raising event for 
Christian Aid includes two options: Tickets are £10 for the concert 
(accompanied children are free).  A further £10 for people who would like 

a 2 course meal in The Arches meeting rooms below the Church at 6.30pm. 
Ring Christina on 692187, Or David on 690841 for concert tickets, also available in 
the Cathedral shop.  Ring Michael on 605276 for meal tickets.  All money raised to 
help refugees in Iraq and Lebanon and will be matched by £6 for each £1 we raise. 
 

The Dementia Friendly Community Service on Friday, 4th 
October at 3pm has had to be cancelled.  Our apologies!  
However, on the 11 January there will be a dementia-friendly 

Christingle Service.  Watch the December and January newsletters for more 
information. 
 

City of Sanctuary. Clothing collection to support Refugees & Asylum 
Seekers  There is a need for warm mens’ clothing: jumpers, coats, also 
shoes and new underwear. Donations can be taken to Allhallowgate 
Methodist for distribution to our centre in Hull.  
Jack Mapanje – ‘Poetry and Exile - 2pm, Saturday 12 October, Thorpe 

Prebend House As part of Ripon Poetry Festival, Malawian poet Jack Mapanje will 
read from his poetry and talk about the impact of imprisonment and exile on his work.  
Tickets available from £5/3 from The Little Ripon Bookshop or online from Everbrite 
www.eventbrite.co.uk 
Reminder of the piano concert given by Margaret Fingerhut at 7:30pm Friday 1 
November, 2019 – St John’s Church, Sharow,  The theme of the concert will be Far 
Away from Home.   Classical music is full of composers who left their homelands 
because of war, political upheaval or persecution.  This concert sets the stories of 
some of these composers – told through their own music – against the current 
climate of troubling attitudes towards refugees and those in exile.  All proceeds to go 
the Ripon City of Sanctuary.     Tickets are available at Eventbrite 
www.eventbrite.co.uk or on the door.   
 

Saturday 12th October is the annual Apple Day Event at the Walled 
Garden.  This popular event celebrates the Autumn harvest and invites 
people to bring their own apple crops to be identified and pressed.  
On the day there will be a range of stalls, children’s activities, 
entertainment and delicious food from our on-site Tearoom.  Join us 
for a great family day out and help support the valuable work of the     
charity. 
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Harrogate Male Voice choir are performing a fund raising concert for Ripon 
Community Link Saturday 19th October 7.30pm - St Johns Church Sharow. 
Tickets £10 from Ripon Walled Garden - Tel: 01765 609229 

 
Jennyruth Workshops will have a stall at The Walled Garden’s  
Apple Day  so make sure to stop by and see what they have on 
offer. Xmas orders are beginning to be taken!  As well they are 
holding a refreshments day at St Peter’s Church in Harrogate on 

Saturday 26 October, serving homemade lunches, cakes and teas and coffees, 10am 
to 4pm. 
 

Harrogate Male Voice Choir Concert - Saturday 19th October 7.30pm - St Johns 
Church Sharow.  This concert by this excellent local choir will raise funds for Ripon 
Community Link.   Tickets £10 from Ripon Walled Garden - Tel: 01765 609229 

 
The Food Bank supports many families in Ripon who are struggling to cope 
with day to day living. The Salvation Army work alongside Social Services to 
identify where the need is greatest. Your help as a member of the Cathedral 
community is crucial in helping to sustain this work.  A recent stocktake 

revealed that the items most needed at the moment are:  Tinned vegetables 
of all kinds (except baked beans), instant mashed potato, tinned fruit of all kinds, 
rice pudding, sachets of custard powder, cartons of UHT milk and instant coffee. 
Contributions can be left inside the west door on Sunday mornings, or brought to the 
Chapter House during the week. 
 

Community Announcements 
Community Drop-ins run by the HBC’s My Neighbourhood  project. Free drop-in 
advice sessions for Ripon residents run by the Ripon Police.  This month’s session will 
be on Friday, 18 October at the Ripon Library from 10:00 – 11:30 am.  For more 
details call Ripon Library 01609 536623 

 

There will be an information session on the new Meals on Wheels 
service starting in Ripon.  The service will be run by Food Angels and 
Harrogate Neighbours Housing Association who have already 
established a successful service in the Harrogate area.  The information 
session is on Tuesday 8th October at both 3.30pm and 6.30pm, at 
Ripon Community House,Allhallowgate.  This is to allow people who 

work and may have relatives that would benefit from the opportunity to come and 
find out about the new service.    If you know of anyone who would like to attend but 
would struggle to do so then please contact our Voluntary Driving Service on 01765 
645907.  For more information about the talks please ring 01765 645902. 

 

 

 

 

 



Cathedral Gift Shop  
Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5; Sun 12-5. Tel: 01765 601347  

Available now from the gift shop.  New lectionaries and diaries starting at £4.99. 
 

To accompany your new  lectionary pick up a copy of the latest ‘Reflections for Daily 
Prayer’ – Advent 2019 to eve advent 2020 - £16.99 
Enriching your spiritual journey through the rich landscape of the Church’s year with 
this popular daily prayer companion. 
Covering Monday to Saturday each week it offers stimulating and accessible 
reflections on bible readings with creative insights, scholarship and pastoral wisdom 
offered by well-known writers. 
 

 
 
Advent calendars, Christmas Cards and Advent candles are selling well and as usual 
we have a massive selection for you to choose from. Make sure to not be caught out 
on the recommended last postage days for overseas delivery in time for Christmas. 
Dates available on the following link 
https://www.parcelforce.com/sites/default/files/3467_PFW_Retail_Last%20Posting%
20Dates_2019.pdf 



 







Service Times 
Sundays 
8.00am Eucharist   9.30am Morning Prayer (said) 
10.30am Sung Eucharist  12.30pm Eucharist (BCP) 
3.30pm Evensong 

Weekdays 
8.30am   Morning Prayer 
9.00am   Eucharist (also Wed (BCP) & Fri 12 noon) 
6.00pm  Evensong (or said Evening Prayer)  (Saturday 5.30pm) 
 

Mondays 10.00am The Magdalen Fellowship. The Magdalen Fellowship 
The Fellowship meets in the Chapel of Mary Magdalen (Magdalen Road) every Monday 
at 10 am for a service of meditation and the litany of healing.  On the first Monday of 
each month, there is a Eucharist with the Laying on of Hands. This month the 
Eucharist will be on the 7th October and our celebrant will be Bishop Clive Handford.  
For more information contact John Whelan (600668) or Anne-Marie Tarter (602129). 
 

First Monday of each month The Evening Meditation Prayer Group: an 
opportunity for contemplative prayer at 7.30pm ending with Compline. 
 

Tuesdays at 7.30pm Space for Grace reflective Eucharist in the Chapel of the 
Resurrection (enter from the outside door on the footpath along the south side of the 
cathedral). 
 

Wednesdays 7.30-9.00pm Bell Ringing Practice Everybody welcome, access via 
North Transept. 
 

Thursdays (most Thursdays – see the monthly events schedule) 1.00pm Lunchtime 
Concert in the Quire (free). 
 

Thursdays 7.00- 8.00pm Cathedral Parish Music Group practices in Thorpe 
Prebend House, High St Agnesgate, Ripon.  Singers and instrumentalists welcome. 
 

First Saturday of the month 12.00 Parish Lunch in the Cathedral Hall 
 

Further Information 
For further information on any of the events and services listed or for general 
information, please contact us on: 

Email:  postmaster@riponcathedral.org.uk 

Tel:  01765 603462 (Office)  01765 602072 (Chapter House) 

Or visit our website: www.riponcathedral.org.uk. 

Cathedral E newsletter 

If you wish to subscribe to the weekly electronic newsletter, please email Michelle 
Gee (michellegee@riponcathedral.org.uk). 
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