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A Note from the Dean 
 
Saints: glimpses of God’s kingdom and signs of hope 
 
Brexit  
 
Much in the recent news seems far from cheerful. The uncertainty of our nation’s 
political life continues. At the time of writing, it is looking unlikely that 1st November 
will mark the beginning of a new, post-EU phase in our history. Apparently, we could 
well be facing a general election before the end of the year. Continued uncertainty 
makes already-difficult situations even worse, not least for many in some of our 
remote rural communities. 
 
North Yorkshire County Council Rural Commission and  
Ripon Cathedral Rural Forum 
 
The work of the County Council’s Rural Commission, which I have the privilege of 
chairing, has got underway. Bringing together experts in rural issues from across 
North Yorkshire and Northumberland, this initiative will involve listening carefully to 
those from various rural settings who are grappling with real, community-threatening 
challenges. The need for the commission is illustrated by a constant thread of news 
items that show how challenging life can be for rural communities and businesses. 
Some, understandably, talk passionately about crisis, not least in relation to the 
sustainability of upland farms and small village schools.  
 
We heard many first-hand stories and statistics in our superb hill farming seminar, held 
here at the cathedral a few weeks ago. Organised through our Ripon Cathedral Rural 
Forum, this brought together twenty-five farmers and experts from across the region 
and beyond. They acknowledged the facts and considered how things could change 
for the better. The cathedral’s role in this is to help those with insight to come 
together to learn from each other; and then to speak up for them where that might 
be helpful.    
 
Neither the council’s Rural Commission nor the cathedral’s Rural Forum promise to 
perform miracles. Along with the efforts of other organisations, they do show that the 
challenging news coming from rural areas is not being ignored. They also represent 
sincere attempts, by people who are giving their time and expertise freely, to find 
ways of making things better.  
  
Tragic deaths  
 
The tragic news of thirty-nine Chinese migrants being found dead in a refrigerated 
trailer in Essex is shocking. It reminds us that problems close to home cannot be 
divorced from global issues. We are bound to ask what international failings could 



possibly lead to this last particularly appalling example of a phenomenon that is all 
too common.  
 
We hear of police efforts to catch criminals involved in human trafficking and 
smuggling. We know, however, that such crime is exploiting other failings, whether 
political, economic or of another nature.   
 
Saints revealing the kingdom and giving hope  
 
It could be very easy to conclude that the failings of the world are so overwhelming 
that there is little hope. These last few weeks of the church’s year, starting with the 
Feast of All Saints and leading up to the Feast of Christ the King, encourage us to 
remember that the Christian faith speaks of hope in every situation. In every period of 
the church’s history, there have been people who have taken hope from the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and then shared that hope by living lives 
faithful to Christ. They have provided signs of Christ’s kingdom. This is central to the 
Feat of All Saints.  
 
This great feast points us to those down-to-earth, every-day type of saints, the sort of 
people who come faithfully to the cathedral and the churches of this diocese, week 
in, week out. These saints are not the patrons of nations and do not have household 
names. But, in every generation, such people have been the means by which the light 
and hope of heaven have been seen in the midst of an imperfect world. They have 
also recognised God’s activity in and beyond the bounds of the church when people 
give of themselves in the service of others.  
 
Those genuinely working for the common good in the face of political uncertainty, 
people pulling together in and for rural communities, forces countering the evil 
efforts of human trafficking and smuggling - these are all glimpses of the kingdom in a 
fallen world.   
 
We do well to celebrate the Feast of All Saints. We are doing this with Festal Evensong 
on Friday 1st at 6pm; and with a Festal Eucharist at 10.30am on Sunday 3rd. Please, 
join in the celebration - and take hope from it.   

  

 
With my very best wishes 
Dean John  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Events & Special Services this month  in the Cathedral unless stated 
otherwise 
Friday 1st November 6.00pm Festal Evensong  

Saturday 2nd November 7.30pm All Souls Requiem Eucharist 

Sunday 3rd November 10.30am Festal Eucharist  for All Saints 

Sunday 3rd November 3.30pm Service of Commemoration, Thanksgiving and Hope. 

Monday 4th November 7.30pm Cathedral Concert Society 

Thursday 7th November 1.00pm Free Lunchtime Recital:  Rev’d Daniel Sladden, bass-
baritone 

Thursday 7th November 7.30pm Mayor of Harrogate’s Concert 

Friday 8th November 1.00pm Military Kids Club Service 

Sunday 10th November 11.40am Remembrance Service 

Monday 11th November 10.45am Act of Remembrance 

Thursday 14th November 1.00pm Free Lunchtime Recital Julia Hartmann, piano 

Saturday 16th November Alumni Event 

Sunday 17th November 3.30pm Oakleaf Service 

Sunday 17th November 5.30pm Distinctive Café style Church 

Saturday 23rd November 9.30-4.30 Christmas Gift and Food Fair 

Sunday 24th November 10.30am Christ the King Festal Eucharist 

Sunday 24th November 4.30pm Messy Cathedral 

Thursday 28th November 1.00pm Free Lunchtime Recital Students from Leeds 
University 

Saturday 30th November 7.30pm Ripon Choral Society Concert 

 
The Christmas Gift & Food Fair is fast approaching on Saturday 23rd November, and 
we are looking for: 

- Volunteers to help on the day 
- Donation of raffle and tombola prizes 
- Christmas cakes to sell on our stall 

If you think you could help, please get in touch with Molly Lawson on 
mollylawson@riponcathedral.org.uk 
Thank you for supporting.  

mailto:mollylawson@riponcathedral.org.uk


 
 
 



Forthcoming Events & Special Services in the Cathedral unless stated 
otherwise 
 

Freedom is Coming: making the most of Advent and Christmas with the Bishop 
of Leeds.   

As Advent starts, we are providing a wonderful opportunity to hear Bishop nick talk 
about his new book, ‘Freedom is Coming’, on Advent Sunday.  Please, do plan to stay 
for the Advent Procession at 5.30pm and make this a wonderful start to your Advent 
season.   

Sunday 1st December 3.00pm in Thorpe Prebend, High 
St Agnesgate, Ripon Bishop Nick will be talking about his 
recently published Advent book.  Based on Isaiah 40-55, 
this book guides us through Advent, Christmas and 
Epiphany, bringing the biblical story alive and relating it 
to today’s world.  

Please contact Fiona Gillies in the Cathedral Office to 
register your interest E: 
fionagillies@riponcathedral.org.uk  Tel:  01765 
603462.  Bishop Nick will be signing books at the West 
End from 4.30pm before the Advent Service which starts 
at 5.30pm.   

Copies of the book are available from the Cathedral Book Shop. 

Sunday 1st December 5.30pm Advent Procession Service 

Sunday 8th December 10.30am Gift Service and Enthronement of Chorister 
Bishop. 

Sunday 8th December 3.30pm St Michael’s Hospice ‘Light up a Life’ Service 

Friday 13th December 7.30 G4 Concert 

Saturday 14th December 7.30pm Christmas Spectactular 

Sunday 15th December 3.30pm Ceremony of Carols 

Sunday 15th December 5.30pm Distinctive Café Church  

Thursday 19th December 7.30pm Christmas Organ Recital 

Saturday 21st December 7.30pm Concert – Ripon Choral Society 

Monday 23rd December 5.30pm Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols (first service) 

Christmas Eve 

11.00am Journey to Bethlehem – A celebration of God’s love for the world, with 
carols and the retelling of the Christmas story followed by refreshments. 

5.30pm Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols (second service). 

11.00pm Midnight Mass and the blessing of the Crib – the first Eucharist of 
Christmas, celebrating Jesus’ birth led by the Bishop of Leeds. 

mailto:fionagillies@riponcathedral.org.uk


Christmas Day 

8.00am Eucharist 

10.30am Festal Eucharist with the Cathedral Choir; led by the Dean;  
Choristers distribute apples to the congregation. 

12.30pm Eucharist (BCP)     3.30pm Evening Prayer 

Thursday 26th December 9.30am Eucharist for St Stephen’s Day and Pilgrimage to 
Fountains Abbey; Carol Service led by the Dean and cathedral clergy with the Area 
Bishop of Ripon and Lutheran Bishop of Hannover. 

New Year’s Eve 11.15pm Watchnight Service and Torchlight Procession.  The 
atmospheric Watchnight Service followed by a candlelit procession to the Market 
Square.   

Children at the Cathedral 

Children’s Church regularly takes place each Sunday during the 10.30am service  

‘Godtalk’ is for those in Year 6 and above helping young people to engage with the 
readings during the sermon, and prayers. 
 

 “Breakfast Natters” 9.00am on the first Thursday of every month in the 
Cathedral Hall.  A regular part of Ripon Cathedral’s ongoing commitment to making 
connections with our baptism families and Cathedral School parents.   

 

 

 

And now for something completely different! 
Always one to take up a challenge, I have undertaken to oversee the delivery of a 
Cathedral Christmas card to as many houses in the parish as we can. 
 

These cards will carry Christmas greetings from the Cathedral, and draw attention to 
the highlights in the programme of Christmas services. I am hoping to gather a few 
people together to prepare packs of cards allocated to named streets on the 
afternoon of Monday 25 November. A group of 10 or 12 will take an hour or so to 
count out cards and bundle them up for the delivery. 
 

Having got the bundles, we will encourage those who live in, or close to, the parish to 
push a card through the letterboxes on their street or neighbouring street.  
 

If you would happy to spare an hour or so bundling cards up from 2 pm on Monday 
25 November, in the Library, please sign the list on the table in the South Transept. 
 

Canon Michael 





All through our lives we have the chance to choose to grow towards God or to opt to 
move away. I think life is rarely static and, at every turn in life, God is there, waiting in 
the person of Jesus to invite us to grow nearer. Yet it is easy to put off or to be 
reticent in accepting the offer. 
The greatest single opportunity to deepen relationship with God in Christ is given to 

us in the sacraments of the church. We start that relationship off in baptism but most 

of all it is fed and nurtured by regularly receiving the presence of Christ in Holy 

Communion. That is the reason that the Eucharist is always central to our worship on 

Sundays because it is key to our individual growth in God. It is also key to our 

relationship with each other in the Christian community sharing worship together, 

breaking the word of God, exploring it together, as we break the bread and share the 

wine as Christ told us to do. 

It is a curiosity of human psychology that parents have no difficulty in asking for the 

benefits of baptism for their children but often view baptism or confirmation for 

themselves as a really big issue that takes a lot to address. Yet the promise made by 

an adult in baptism or confirmation is a simple one: responding to the question ‘do 

you turn to Christ as saviour?’ with the words ‘I turn to Christ’.  

I was baptised and confirmed when I was 31. I think for me then what mattered was I 

felt I could agree that I was turning to Christ, though I knew I did not have all the 

answers about Christianity sewn up – far from it! It is that turning to Christ that starts 

the journey of Christian pilgrimage, in the company of the Christian community in 

which we travel together, exploring and learning from one another. 

So, if you’ve never been baptised, or were baptised as a baby but have never been 

confirmed, is now the moment to be thinking of it? I’ve a small group of adults who 

want to explore taking this step and if you’re interested in thinking about this have a 

word with me. There will be a confirmation in Easter season. 

 

Canon Ailsa 

 

Sunday 8th December 10.30am 

Gift Service and Enthronement of the Chorister Bishop 

In the sprit of St Nicholas you are encouraged to bring a new gift for a child or adult 

to be distributed by the Salvation Army.  Please don’t gift wrap. 

 



 ‘C3: Cathedral Community Connections Supporting partnerships in 

Ripon  News of our partners 
Ripon City of Sanctuary 
Clothing collection to support Refugees & Asylum Seekers  There is a need 
for warm mens’ clothing: jumpers, coats, also shoes and new underwear. 
Donations can be taken to Allhallowgate Methodist for distribution to our 

centre in Hull.   Reminder of the piano concert given by Margaret Fingerhut at 
7:30pm ,Friday 1 November, 2019 – St John’s Church, Sharow,  The theme of the 
concert will be Far Away from Home.   Classical music is full of composers who left 
their homelands because of war, political upheaval or persecution.  Tickets are 
available at Eventbrite www.eventbrite.co.uk or on the door. 

Ripon Community Link/ The Walled Garden 
The Walled Garden is gearing up for CHRISTMAS!  Starting on the 23rd 
November the Walled Garden will be open 7 days a week selling all 
their Christmas range:  Christmas trees (delivery can be arranged), 
wreaths, mincemeat, seasonal chutneys, gifts and decorations.  Plus 

orders are taken for homemade Christmas Cakes and Puddings!  Don’t forget the 
Walled Garden also offers a Christmas Tree collection service that will pick up your 
tree after the holidays and reuse it in the garden as fencing and compost.   

 

A special Christmas Cake Decorating Workshop will be held on Saturday 9th 
December, from 10:00 am – 2:30 pm at St. Wilfrid’s Bungalow, Church Lane Ripon. 
Make and take home your own fondant cake topper and chocolate pine cone. Watch 
demonstrations on making a Christmas Tree plait, a chocolate log, and a Chocolate 
Christmas cake.  £25 includes all materials and light refreshments.  Spaces are limited 
to ring 01765 609229 to book a place. 
 

Jennyruth Workshops  
They do Christmas all year at Jennyruth Workshops so it is never too 
early to think of Christmas orders, in fact the sooner they receive 
them the better! (28 days minimum) We have our own Christmas 

Fair here at the workshops on Thursday 5 December, 1.30 to 4pm at the 
workshops (Red House Farm, Bridge Hewick, HG4 5AY).  JRW will be at the Cathedral 
Food and Gift Fair on Saturday, 23rd November. Please come along & say HELLO ! 
One other opportunity to shop with us is at the annual Gift Fair at Copt Hewick 
Village Hall, Saturday the 30th November, 1:30-4pm 
 

The Salvation Army Food Bank 
The Food Bank are beginning to think about accumulating items for the 
many food parcels that are made up for pre-Christmas distribution, and 
these use a lot of resources.  In the meantime, the following supplies are 

needed for immediate use:  Tins of potatoes, instant mash potato, jam and 
marmalade, tinned meat pies, Carnation type tinned milk, ready-made custard 
and tinned rice pudding.  More about the Christmas parcels in the next bulletin.    

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fe%2Fmargaret-fingerhut-in-concert-far-from-the-home-i-love-tickets-64809579196&data=02%7C01%7Cc3%40riponcathedral.org.uk%7Ccfcf75416ea140826bf208d739c6caf5%7C217a0ffdfd7749d09adcaaeb3588994c%7C1%7C0%7C637041399869329853&sdata=%2BkuUdYX05k3zhgMmqB7qguxydzPdYz4Cdfdh0L74GJY%3D&reserved=0


Contributions can be left inside the west door on Sunday mornings, or brought to the 
Chapter House during the week. 
 

Community Announcements 
KNIT FOR A VERY MERRY RIPON CHRISTMAS! 
The knitters who brought you Remembrance poppies and cycling jerseys have taken 
up their needles again in the hope of turning the Spa Garden into a festive 
wonderland.  They are looking for volunteers to help.   
You can make easy bands for ‘paperchains’ using any size, and any bright colour wool. 
Simply cast on 40 stitches, knit 12 rows and cast off loosely. All the various coloured 
bands will be put together by the team.   
The Sun Parlour cafe also have patterns  of Christmas decorations if you want to be 
more ambitious.  

 

Monday mornings from 9.30 pm knitters meet at the cafe to exchange ideas and 
patterns. All welcome. Completed decorations can be handed into the Sun Parlour at 
any time. Last date Monday 9th December. 
Thank you for doing this. The more people involved the bigger the show! 
 

SPACE is designed to provide a space in busy lives to allow 
people to deepen an awareness of their own unique spiritual 
journeys. These days are for people of all faiths and none, for 
people at the beginning of their spiritual journey and those 
who are already well familiar with the road.  
If you could use with some Space in your life, join us on 

Saturday, 30th November at Thorpe Prebend.  The theme for this day will be All 
Creatures Great and Small: our place in Creation.   We start with coffee from 
10:00, and finish with fellowship and tea at 3:30.  Our facility is suitable for 
individuals requiring wheelchair access.  Places are limited and booking is essential. 
For more information or to book a place contact us by email at 
<spaceripon@gmail.com> or by telephoning the Ripon Cathedral Office on 01765 
603462.  

mailto:spaceripon@gmail.com


Cathedral Gift Shop  
Opening Hours: Please also note that we have moved onto our winter opening hours 
which are Monday – Saturday 10am to 4pm, Sundays 12noon to 4pm 
 

Don’t forget to purchase your Advent calendars and Advent candles as December 1st 
will be here before you know it. Many choices are still available in the gift shop. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As Advent is rushing towards us why not also pick up a good book. Bishop Nick Baines 
will be here on Sunday December 1st to discuss his book Freedom is Coming. Details 
and booking with Fiona Gillies in the office.  See further information in this newsletter. 
 
We also now have amongst lots of new Advent titles, John 
Sentamu’s 2019 book Wake up to Advent. Published by SPCK 
and priced at £9.99.  
 







Service Times 
Sundays 
8.00am Eucharist   9.30am Morning Prayer (said) 
10.30am Sung Eucharist  12.30pm Eucharist (BCP) 
3.30pm Evensong 

Weekdays 
8.30am   Morning Prayer 
9.00am   Eucharist (also Wed (BCP) & Fri 12 noon) 
6.00pm  Evensong (or said Evening Prayer)  (Saturday 5.30pm) 
Mondays 10.00am The Magdalen Fellowship. Please join us in the medieval chapel 
of Mary Magdalens for a time of silence and reflection every Monday morning starting 
at 10:00 am.  Coffee served afterwards.  This month the Eucharist will be on the 4th 
November, and our celebrant will be Revd Christopher Cowper.    For further 
information, contact John Whelan 600668 or Anne-Marie Tarter 602129  
 
First Monday of each month The Evening Meditation Prayer Group: an 
opportunity for contemplative prayer at 7.30pm ending with Compline. 
 

Tuesdays at 7.30pm Space for Grace reflective Eucharist in the Chapel of the 
Resurrection (enter from the outside door on the footpath along the south side of the 
cathedral). 
 

Wednesdays 7.30-9.00pm Bell Ringing Practice Everybody welcome, access via 
North Transept. 
 

Thursdays (most Thursdays – see the monthly events schedule) 1.00pm Lunchtime 
Concert in the Quire (free). 

 

Thursdays 7.00- 8.00pm Cathedral Parish Music Group practices in Thorpe 
Prebend House, High St Agnesgate, Ripon.  Singers and instrumentalists welcome. 
 
First Saturday of the month 12.00 Parish Lunch in the Cathedral Hall 
 

Further Information 

For further information on any of the events and services listed or for general 
information, please contact us on: 

Email:  postmaster@riponcathedral.org.uk 

Tel:  01765 603462 (Office)  01765 602072 (Chapter House) 

Or visit our website: www.riponcathedral.org.uk. 

Cathedral E newsletter 

If you wish to subscribe to the weekly electronic newsletter, please email Michelle 
Gee (michellegee@riponcathedral.org.uk). 

mailto:postmaster@riponcathedral.org.uk
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