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A Note from the Dean 
 
“Hills of the North, rejoice”.  
 
Well, the gateway to the Yorkshire Dales will be rejoicing when we sing these words, 
along with many other great seasonal works, in our Advent Procession and Carol 
Service. This marks the beginning of one of my favourite seasons within the church’s 
year, as well as being one of the most atmospheric services that we  offer.  
 
Charles Oakley’s 19th century hymn draws on the theme of deliverance - once 
experienced by God’s chosen people who had been long in their Babylonian Exile; 
now, in the light of Christ’s redeeming work, anticipated when he comes to claim and 
save the world. 
 
 ‘Hail with united voice; him who made earth and skies; he comes in righteousness 
and love; he brings salvation from above... In Christ shall all be made anew, his word 
is sure, his promise true... The God whom you have longed to know, in Christ draws 
near, and calls you now... He brings a never ending light who triumphed o’er our 
darkest night.’ Each of the verses comes to a climax with an expression of the good 
news and hope that we have in the assurance of Christ returning to complete his 
work. And so the last verse give us an encouraging charge, ‘Shout as you journey on; 
songs be in every mouth...’  
 
Advent is offered as a season of reflection and self-examination; a time when we 
prepare spiritually to celebrate the great festival of Christmas, receiving Jesus anew in 
our hearts and lives. It speaks clearly, however, of the age in which we live; the era of 
the already and the not yet. Jesus has already been to this world as Emmanuel - so we 
celebrate Christmas. He has already  conquered sin and death - so we mark Good 
Friday and celebrate Easter. But his promise that this world will become nothing less 
than the kingdom of God is still to reach complete fulfilment. 
 
The recent election hustings and question time, held in the cathedral, was well 
received. Over two hundred people attended, twice as many as before the last two 
general elections, and with more energy in the debate. With pleasing levels of respect 
and courtesy being shown to all candidates, the major political questions of our time 
were debated - with those who would be our MP having the opportunity to present 
things as they and their parties see them. With the candidates, I was looking 
westward, to the doors and the world beyond. It struck me afterwards that the 
audience would have had a view of the panel, and the crucifix behind them. A 
reminder, for those with eyes of faith to see it, that our crucified, risen and ascended 
Lord looks down on what is rightly his, longing for his children to work together for 
the good of all - the common good.  
 
We do have to accept that we and the world are not yet perfect; there is need for the 
sort of change that Christ himself would like to see - we could call it judgement, I 



suppose. No, the world is not yet perfect.  The challenges being faced by many of our 
rural communities, businesses and organisations, as we have been exploring in the 
Ripon Cathedral Rural Forum, remind us of this; as do countless more examples of this 
world’s present imperfections, such as: the threat of climate change; the lack of 
global peace; an appalling outburst of anti-semitism seen recently on the London 
Underground; personal greed; and so on. You are quite capable of compiling your 
own list.  
 
Bad theology and spirituality, however, like bad politics, can fall into the trap of 
seeing goodness in nothing and no one, and being judgemental and negative about 
everything and everyone. The message  of Advent calls us to be realistic about 
ourselves and the state of the world. No, things are not yet perfect, but already the 
light of Christ shines to a remarkable extent. Already there is much goodness and 
kindness, forgiveness and love. Already, there are inordinate ways in which God’s 
kingdom is in the midst of us - as Jesus might have put it, in possibly surprising ways. I 
wonder what we thought about the courage shown by the Muslim girl on that 
Underground train speaking out to protect her fellow Jewish travellers, strangers to 
her, who were being cruelly attacked. There is much goodness in this world. 
 
Little wonder, then, that this great hymn, like the season of Advent, bids us journey on 
in hope, doing our bit to discern and share the light of Christ. ‘Shout, as you journey 
on; songs be in every mouth...’  
 
An invitation  
 
Nicola and I invite all congregation members to join us for drinks and mince pies on 
Sunday 15th December following the 10.30am Sung Eucharist.  We hope that people 
from the different services that day will be able to join us from around 11.45am.  We 
look forward to seeing you as we all begin to get into a festive mood.   
 
 
With my very best wishes 
Dean John 



Events & Special Services this month  in the Cathedral unless stated 
otherwise 
 

Sunday 1st December 4.30pm 

Bishop Nick will be signing copies of his new book 'Freedom is 
Coming: making the most of Advent and Christmas with the 
Bishop of Leeds' ahead of our beautiful Advent Procession on 
Sunday December 1st. 

Based on Isaiah 40-55 this book guides us through Advent, 
Christmas and Epiphany, bringing the biblical story alive and 
relating it to today's world. 

Bishop Nick will be book-signing in the cathedral at 4.30pm. 
Copies of the book are available in the cathedral gift shop. 

 

Sunday 1st December 5.30pm Advent Procession Service 

Sunday 8th December 10.30am Gift Service and Enthronement of Chorister 

Bishop.  In the spirit of St Nicholas you are encouraged to bring a new gift for a child 

or adult to be distributed by the Salvation Army.  Please don’t gift wrap. 

Sunday 8th December 3.30pm St Michael’s Hospice ‘Light up a Life’ Service 

Friday 13th December 7.30 G4 Concert 

Saturday 14th December 7.30pm Christmas Spectacular 

Sunday 15th December 3.30pm Evensong and a Ceremony of Carols 

Thursday 19th December 7.30pm Christmas Organ Recital – a devotional 
performance of Olivier Messiaen’s La Nativité du Seigneur.  Entrance is free. 

Saturday 21st December 7.30pm Concert – Ripon Choral Society 

 

Sunday 8th December 
As we all start preparing for Christmas why not stock up on some Christmas baking 
and present ideas? The PCC is running a cake stall to support cathedral charities after 
the 10.30 service. 



 



 

                                     Services this Christmas at Ripon Cathedral 
 

 
Sunday 15th 3.30pm Evensong with Britten’s “A Ceremony of Carols”  

'He came al so stille....'  a Christmas Service which includes Britten's 
A Ceremony of Carols sung by the Cathedral Choir. 
 

Monday 23rd 5.30pm Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

Christmas Eve 

8.30am Morning Prayer  

9.00am Holy Communion 

11.00am Journey to Bethlehem A simple and interactive celebration of the 
story of God’s love for the world – for all ages. 

 4.30pm Evening Prayer  

 5.30pm Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

11.00pm Midnight Mass The First Eucharist of Christmas, celebrating Jesus’ 
birth. 

Christmas Day 

 8.00am The Eucharist (BCP) said 9.30 am Matins 

10.30am Festal Eucharist President and Preacher The Dean of Ripon. 

12.30pm The Eucharist (BCP) said 

 3.30pm Evening Prayer 

 

Boxing Day 
9.30am                Eucharist and Boxing Day Pilgrimage to Fountains Abbey 
                              led by The Dean and the Bishop of Ripon. 
 

New Year’s Eve 
11.15pm             Watchnight Service and Torchlight Procession to Market Place. 

 

 

 

 

 







Forthcoming Events & Special Services in the Cathedral unless stated 
otherwise 
Monday 6th January 7.30pm Festal Eucharist celebrating the arrival of the magi at 
the crib, revealing Jesus as God’s gift to the whole world. 

Thursday 9th January 1.00pm Lunchtime Recital (free) Maximillian Elliott, organ.   

Sunday 12th January 3.30pm Plough Sunday Service.  Refreshments (hot pork rolls) 
from 2.30pm 

Monday 13th January 7.30pm Concert Society presents: ‘From the Brandenburgs to 
the 20th century’ 

Thursday 16th January 1.00pm Lunchtime recital (free) Laurence Williams, baritone 

Friday 17th January 7.00pm Burns Supper – join us for a ceilidh, supper and song as 
we celebrate the Scots poet.  See flyer for more information. 

Saturday 18th January 3-4.30pm Winter Prom – popular music for families to enjoy.  
Free refreshments and the chance to find out more about the cathedral’s music 
department and choir. 

Sunday 19th January 5.30pm Distinctive Café Church 

Saturday 25th January 11-3pm Wedding Show with over 50 exhibitors from around 
Yorkshire, helping couples to plan their special day. 

Sunday 26th January 4.30pm Messy Cathedral with sandwich tea and a chance for 
singing and making crafts in the cathedral. 

Thursday 30th January 1.00pm Lunchtime recital (free) Students of music from the 
University of Leeds 
 

Burns' Night in the Cathedral 
Friday 17th January 7.30 until late -  £27.50 A Head 
 

Piper at the West door, welcome drinks, traditional Burns' Night supper, Address to 
the Haggis and the Immortal Memory. Followed by dancing to a live ceilidh band. 
Cash bar. 
 

Already the original 100 tickets planned have been sold. Because the committee 
know there are others wanting to come we've talked to the caterers and have been 
able to increase the numbers of tickets available by another 50 places. These tickets 
are only available through the Cathedral shop.  
 

This is definitely the maximum number we can cater for so, if you're planning to 
come, go to the shop now to buy tickets.  We cannot hold reservations because of 
the demand. First come, first served and ticket sales end on Sunday 5th January or 
earlier when all are sold. So don't leave thinking about this until after Christmas or you 
may be disappointed. 
 

NB if you've already got your tickets please return the yellow drinks and special food 
requests order form to the cathedral office as soon as possible marked for the Burns' 
Committee. If you don't have a yellow form to pre-order drinks, please get one from 
the cathedral shop. 

The Burns' Committee 



 



Children at the Cathedral 
 

Children’s Church regularly takes place each Sunday during the 10.30am service  
‘Godtalk’ is for those in Year 6 and above helping young people to engage with the 
readings during the sermon, and prayers. Both end on 15th December for the 
Christmas holidays and start again on January 5th. 
 
Don’t forget these two services over the Advent/Christmas period with details 
elsewhere in the newsletter:  the Chorister Bishop service on 8th December (with the 
opportunity to bring a gift for someone in need) and Journey to Bethlehem on 
Christmas Eve. A chance for everyone to dress up. 
 
Messy Cathedral next meets at 4.30 on January 26th when we will be exploring ‘The 
Wonder of Winter’. Plenty of fun, music and tea at the end. All welcome. No charge. 
 
 “Breakfast Natters” takes place at 9.00am on the first Thursday of every month in the 
Cathedral Hall. Cakes, coffee and lots of toys with fun singing too. Free, just come 
along for the Christmas session: Thursday 5th December. 

 

Confirmation 
 

We will be hosting the Diocesan Confirmation service as the sun sets on Easter Eve 
(Sat Apr 11) 2020. Bishop Nick, the Bishop of Leeds will be confirming those from 
across the Diocese who wish to say I turn to Christ! This is the opportunity for people 
to publicly declare their faith in Jesus and to become a part of the Christian family. 
This for anyone in Year 6 or above, there is no upper age limit! Please speak to Canon 
Ailsa or Canon Michael is you are interested in exploring this step. 
 

 
Music Outreach Programme 
 
What a busy half term, not quite sure where to start in this exciting and varied role! 
The School Music Outreach Programme continues to grow from strength to strength. 
The partnership work in all the city primary schools continues to develop with all five 
schools rotated to attend Lunchtime Concerts on a Thursday. It has been wonderful to 
see a range of responses from the children, especially those who have never been 
inside the cathedral previously. Sitting in the quire, listening to live music one child 
commented “it’s magical, I love just sitting listening to the music and looking at the 
ceiling.”   
 
We had over 60 children from the Outreach Programme performing together as part 
of the Mayor of Harrogate’s Charity Concert and I’m looking forward to leading more 
of them carol singing on Ripon Market Place as part of Ripon Christmas Shopping 
Night and others too at the Christmas Spectacular.   
 



Another element of this role is directing Unity Voices: Ripon Cathedral’s youth choir. 
We have had the pleasure to not only perform at the Mayor’s Charity Concert, we 
were privileged to premiere an arrangement of ‘Abide with me’ written especially for 
Unity Voices by Andrew Bryden. Unity Voices are now being asked to perform at 
events across the area. We were the guest performers at Ripon Young Musician of the 
Year Concert at St John’s Sharow; Dementia Forwards Carol Concert at the Winter 
Gardens, Harrogate; St John’s Knaresborough’s Christmas Tree Festival; as well as 
singing at the cathedral’s Christmas Fair, on Ripon Market Place as part of Ripon 
Christmas Shopping Night and also at the Christmas Spectacular and the Spa Gardens 
Winter Wonderland.  
 
Junior Choir continue to have fun each week, learning new songs with actions and 
moves to reflect the music. They sing at Messy Cathedral and are learning a piece to 
sing with all other choirs of the cathedral music department at the Winter Prom on 
18th January 2020 (save the date).  
 
As ever, if you, or anyone you know is interested in any element of the music 
department and the work we do then please do not hesitate to get in touch.  
singing@riponcathedral.org.uk / 01765 603496 
 
You can follow us:      Ripon Cathedral Music Department      

                                                  @RiponCathChoir 
 

Tracey Kendrick – Music Outreach Coordinator 
 
Living the dream 
 

It was on a Saturday night in the middle of October that I found myself thinking, ‘I am 
living the dream!’ 
 

The occasion was Fountains by floodlight when two of the cathedral choirs were 
singing an evening concert in the Cellarium at Fountains Abbey. This local world 
heritage site, host a number of evening events during the Autumn; Fountains by 
floodlight. It was during the choirs’ second set that I remembered that the last time I 
had heard them sing Bruce Stewart’s “The Ninth Hour” (a wonderful piece that you 
may remember hauntingly from Good Friday) was in the 40 degree heat of Germany 
during the summer choir tour. Then, I remember dreaming of one day feeling cold. 
Well it happened on that Saturday night, as 400 members of the public, Music 
department staff, other supporting Cathedral staff, Lay Clerks and Choristers, and I, 
shivered, in harmony. We were all living my dream! 
 

Led by Andrew Bryden as Director of Music and Tracey Kendrick as Music Outreach 
Coordinator, the temperature did not detract from what was a great concert and a 
wonderful advert for the cathedral choir and the cathedral’s youth choir, ‘Unity 
Voices’, an inclusive choir for anyone in Years 7-13. 
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The choristers, following in the tracks of those twelfth century monks (although 
slightly reduced in number) walked to Fountains along the Skell and after a bite to 
eat, joined the lay clerks and yet again they blended their voices to create a 
wonderful experience. 
 

It was especially pleasing to hear Unity Voices sing (even though they were slightly 
reduced in numbers due to other musical commitments back at the cathedral that 
night. Conducted by Tracey, this was their first outing in their new uniform and under 
the name Unity Voices. 
 

This is just one of the growing initiatives that the music department are involved with. 
For the first time for many years, the cathedral, through Tracey, are involved in 
developing singing in the five Ripon primary schools. We are hoping this programme 
can develop to include some of the rural schools in the near future. Over 250 
children come into contact with the cathedral each week in school through the work 
of the Music Outreach Coordinator. 
 

Another area of development is the Thursday lunchtime concerts. These have long 
been a strong part of the Music Department offering to the community for many 
years and are currently successfully organised by Tim Harper in his role of Assistant 
Director of Music. However, this year, through Tracey’s growing partnerships with the 
schools, we have been in the position to invite classes from the local primary schools 
to be a part of the audiences. A recent post on social media from a local headteacher 
demonstrated how well these were being received in the local schools. 
 

The Junior choir, for those in primary school from Year 1 continues to bear fruit as 
children develop musically and have the option to audition to become and join the 
Cathedral choir from the summer term in Year 2. Free music theory lessons continue 
on a Monday night for choristers and individual singing lessons are still offered. 
Many of the cathedral community will be unaware of all that goes on to support the 
mission and ministry we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to do. I hope that this helps 
to highlights some of the positive things in the music department in seeking to grow 
God’s Kingdom. 
 

The choirs are always to grow and develop and if you, someone in your family, or a 
neighbour you know would like to be involved then please email 
singing@riponcathedral.org.uk. 
 

Oh … and by the way … I know that after the 40 degree heat of Germany, I hoped 
the next choir tour might be to Iceland. After the experience of ‘living the dream’ at 
Fountains Abbey and shivering through Byrd and Tallis, Stanford and Rutter, perhaps 
we might consider to Holland or Denmark where the seas breezes might keep us cool, 
but not too cool! 

Canon Michael Cathedral Precentor. 
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 ‘C3: Cathedral Community Connections 
Christian Aid would like to thank al those who attended the  Brass 
Band  Concert in Holy Trinity Church in October.A wonderful figure of 
£1000 was raised which was match funded making it £6000 to 

donate to Bread for the World who help refugees in Iraq and Lebannon,  with Ripon 
City Band on October 19th. With a delicious meal as an extra, we managed to raise 
£1000.   Our next event is a Quiz and Supper, on February 6th,again in Holy Trinity, 
and a supper interval.  
 

Ripon YMCA 
There will be a YMCA trolley at Morrisons on the 8th December 

between 10 am and Noon.  They would be very grateful if you could buy something 
to help to fill their trolley with festive treats for the residents of the Ripon YMCA.  
These are young people who need supported housing while they get back on their 
feet. Your help in making their Christmas a bit special would be very much 
appreciated. 
 

Salvation Army Food Bank 
The Army are gearing up to supply over 100 food parcels to 
needy families in Ripon in time for Christmas.  This will mean a big increase 
in demand on the bank’s resources, so help is badly needed.  Items required 
at the moment are:  Instant Coffee, Tea Bags, Sugar, Custard Powder and 

prepared custard, Jam and Marmalade, Instant Mashed Potato, and small Christmas 
food specialities.  In addition, the Army pack around 100 boxes of gifts for children of 
all ages – toys and games, cosmetics, sweets and chocolates, etc.  Please bring them 
to the Cathedral for the Chorister Bishop 10.30 service on the 8th December, or leave 
them in the Chapter House during the week. 
 

There is so much happening with Ripon Community Link this festive 
season!     The Walled Garden will be open 7 days a week selling all 
their Christmas range:  Christmas trees (delivery can be arranged), 
wreaths, mincemeat, seasonal chutneys, gifts and decorations. 

Christmas Cakes and Puddings in a range of sizes are also available, they are all 
handmade in the Tea Room using dried figs, apples and plums from the Victorian 
Walled Garden!  You will also be able to buy Ripon Community Link produce from 
their stalls at Canal Market on 1st December or Magdalen’s Market on 15th 
December.   Other dates for December include:  5th December A wreath making 
workshop;  6th December A talk by Martin Fish entitled “The Winter Table”; 12th 
December Ripon Museum will be joining Ripon Community Link in the town hall to 
give their regular pop up café a Dickensian Theme and Carol singers will add to the 
festive spirit.  5th January to save the mess in your car the Walled Garden are offering 
a collection service that will pick up your tree after the holidays and reuse it in the 
garden as fencing and compost. 
 

For further information on any of the above please call The Walled Garden on 01765 
609229 
  



You are warmly invited to a Dementia-Friendly Service followed by 
afternoon tea.  At Ripon Cathedral on Saturday 11th January at 3pm.  
For more information contact c3@riponcathedral.or.uk 

 

Dementia Forward’s Mince Pies and Memories aims is to start 
conversations, tackle isolation and take a break from the hustle and 
bustle whilst indulging in the most festive of treats and donating to 
Dementia Forward.  You can now get involved by holding an event, 

large or small and make a difference this festive season to local people in North 
Yorkshire living with dementia.  Choose a date, invite some folk and bake or buy some 
mince pies.  Send your photos and happy memories to our social media and your 
pennies directly to the office or hit the donate button on the Demetia Forward 
website or Facebook page. 

 

The members of C3 and all their partners would like to thank you for all the 
support you have given during 2019. Your help and prayers have been 
greatly appreciated by all our partners. 
 

 

 

 

In memory of the late Juliet Ramsden 
Juliet Ramsden died at home on November 21st, age 96.  The Cathedral remembers 
her with warmth and gratitude for her contribution to the life of the church.  For 
nearly 20 years she was on the desk as a welcome almost every Sunday afternoon. 
 
Juliet had a lifelong interest in healing.  In 1981, together with the Bishop of Selby, 
Morris Maddocks, she and others had established in Spennithorne the work of the 
North of England Christian Healing Trust.  The Trust’s work became known as Holy 
Rood House after moving to Sowerby, near Thirsk.  Juliet continued as a trustee and 
then a Patron until her death. 
 
She leaves behind her husband, James, children Tom, Ashley and Emma, 14 
grandchildren and 6 great grandchildren.  
 
We pray for the repose of Juliet’s soul and for comfort for James and his family. 
 
The funeral will take place on Tuesday December 3rd at 2.30pm at St Nicholas, West 
Tanfield. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Cathedral Christmas Gift and Food Fair 
 

We would like to thank you all so much for helping to make this year’s Christmas Fair 
the best year ever. 
 
The event raised a huge £24,797 and there were 3,570 visitors throughout the day – 
330 more than last year! A fantastic result!   
 

 

 

 
 
Ripon Cathedral Flower Guild will once again be filling the 
Cathedral with festive floral arrangements. This year’s theme 
is PEACE and the Cathedral will be filled with angels as 
bearers of God’s peace.  If you would like to make a donation 

to the cost of the flowers, perhaps in memory of a loved one, please could you send 
your donation to the CATHEDRAL OFFICE and label the envelope Christmas Flower 
Donation.   

 
 
Cathedral Gift Shop  
 

Join us on Thursday 5th December for the Ripon Christmas Shopping night. We will be 
open until 8pm for all your Christmas shopping needs. Gifts and cards for all your 
family members, friends and secret Santa ideas. Pop in and see us here in the 
Cathedral Shop and browse our selection of local foods and drinks, calendars & 
diaries, Christmas decorations, C.D’s and books, socks & ties, china, olive wood, 
jewellery and so much more.  Please see next page for details of our Christmas and 
New Year opening hours. 



 





Service Times 
Sundays 
8.00am Eucharist   9.30am Morning Prayer (said) 
10.30am Sung Eucharist  12.30pm Eucharist (BCP) 
3.30pm Evensong 

Weekdays 
8.30am   Morning Prayer 
9.00am   Eucharist (also Wed (BCP) & Fri 12 noon) 
6.00pm  Evensong (or said Evening Prayer)  (Saturday 5.30pm) 
Mondays 10.00am The Magdalen Fellowship. The Fellowship meets in the Chapel 
of Mary Magdalen (Magdalen Road) every Monday at 10 am for a service of 
meditation and the litany of healing. On the first Monday of each month, there is 
a Eucharist with the Laying on of Hands. This month the Eucharist will be on the 2nd 
December, and our celebrant will be Revd Lynn Thorius. For more information contact 
John Whelan (600668) or Anne-Marie Tarter (602129). 
 

First Monday of each month The Evening Meditation Prayer Group: an 
opportunity for contemplative prayer at 7.30pm ending with Compline.  Please note 
that the Group will meet on 30th December and will not meet in January. 
 

Tuesdays at 7.30pm Space for Grace reflective Eucharist in the Chapel of the 
Resurrection (enter from the outside door on the footpath along the south side of the 
cathedral). 
 

Wednesdays 7.30-9.00pm Bell Ringing Practice Everybody welcome, access via 
North Transept. 
 

Thursdays (most Thursdays – see the monthly events schedule) 1.00pm Lunchtime 
Concert in the Quire (free). 
 

Thursdays 7.00- 8.00pm Cathedral Parish Music Group practices in Thorpe 
Prebend House, High St Agnesgate, Ripon.  Singers and instrumentalists welcome. 
 

First Saturday of the month 12.00 Parish Lunch in the Cathedral Hall 
 

Further Information 

For further information on any of the events and services listed or for general 
information, please contact us on: 

Email:  postmaster@riponcathedral.org.uk 

Tel:  01765 603462 (Office)  01765 602072 (Chapter House) 

Or visit our website: www.riponcathedral.org.uk. 

Cathedral E newsletter 

If you wish to subscribe to the weekly electronic newsletter, please email Michelle 
Gee (michellegee@riponcathedral.org.uk). 
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