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A Note from the Dean 
 

 

Happy Christmas and good wishes for 2020 
 
On behalf of all the cathedral clergy and chapter members, I wish you and 
your loved ones a very happy Christmas and every blessing for 2020. 
 
Christmas message for a new year 
 
The famous Yorkshire Shepherdess, Amanda Owen, spoke at one of our recent 
carol services. She had quite an impact. Her message seemed appealing to 
many, encouraging people to avoid a materialistic Christmas, opting rather 
for one which gives opportunities to enjoy time with loved ones. ‘Christmas is 
less about perfection and more about connection,’ she repeated on several 
occasions. It made a packed cathedral think.   
 
I wonder, was there an expectation of perfection when the Queen delivered 
her speech in the House of Lords? The second one! This followed a general 
election which delivered a decisive result and replaced uncertainty with 
possibly as much certainty as the world of politics can generate. Departure 
from the EU now seems inevitable. However, while no one realistically expects 
perfection from Her Majesty’s government, the nation will be keeping a close 
eye on the development of trade deals, and the fulfilment of promises in 
relation to the health service, social services, the environment, education, the 
regions and rural affairs. Potentially, we have some remarkable years ahead of 
us.  
 
As Christians, we pray for the well-being of the government and parliament, 
asking that by God’s grace they may together further the common good. 
Looking forward into 2020, we do this in the light of what we celebrate at 
Christmas. We believe that the birth of Jesus Christ provides hope not only for 
individuals but also for communities and nations – for the global family of 
nations.  Christ reveals the nature of the God on whom all life depends. His 
birth in a stable shows that God cares about us enough to be down-to-earth 
and connected. And it is our lack of perfection that motivates him to become 
connected in this way.  
 
Christmas being less about perfection and more about connection is a good 
message. Divine connection does not excuse human imperfection, however. 
The eventual resurrection of the man who had been born that babe of 



Bethlehem assures us that in the end this world will be made perfect – by him, 
not by us. But isn’t his hope that we might want to play our part in making the 
world that bit more like heaven than otherwise it would be? Perhaps our 
celebration of Christmas inspires us not only to look to the government to 
make things better, but to resolve to do our bit too.  
 
Incredible preparations - thank you! 
 
This January Newsletter is published in time for the Christmas services in the 
days leading up to Christmas, the cathedral having been hosting carol services 
and concerts for weeks. I write at a time when a huge amount of work is 
being put into preparing for our festal worship, and when great efforts have 
been made to communicate to the city and region all the opportunities for 
celebrating Christmas at Ripon Cathedral.  
 
I am extremely grateful to every member of staff and volunteer – everyone’s 
contribution makes a difference. As I write, the cathedral has already been 
transformed by the Flower Guild; thousands of service sheets have been 
printed; bell ringers have practised; musicians, choristers and lay clerks 
rehearsed; vergers put things in order; Select Vestry planned rota; and 
communications and marketing staff  let people know that they are very 
welcome to join us for worship, to celebrate the birth at Bethlehem of the 
Son of God. To each of you - thank you!  
 
All this effort, like our participation in services, can be worship. While being a 
way of serving the people of the region, it is also able to be an expression of 
gratitude to God for all that he is, for all that he has done, and for all that he 
continues to do for us. At this time of year, we particularly want to thank him 
for revealing his nature in Jesus Christ. ‘The Word became flesh and lived 
among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full 
of grace and truth.’ There is much to celebrate.  
 
New Vestments – thank you!  
 
People often comment on how impressive some of our vestments are at the 
cathedral. They help to communicate something of the mood of the season 
or occasion and express something of our praise. The truth is that many of 
them, while being stunning, are showing their age. As with all other 
dimensions of the cathedral’s fabric and life, we need to be refreshing and 
renewing them regularly.   
 



In 2018 we were very fortunate to be able to purchase from Watts and Co. a 
new set of chapter copes worthy of being worn on festal occasions and at 
significant cathedral events. This was thanks to a legacy directed through the 
Friends of Ripon Cathedral.  
 
I am delighted that we have been able to purchase a new full set of Eucharist 
vestments – also from Watts and Co. and in the same material as the copes - 
to be used on festal occasions. This has been made possible by a very 
generous anonymous gift. The chapter and I are extremely grateful to the 
donor. The vestments will be dedicated during the Sung Eucharist on Sunday 
22nd December and used for the first time at Christmas.  
 
The next Archbishop of York: congratulations and prayers 
 
Following the announcement that the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of 
Chelmsford, is to be the next Archbishop of York, I wrote to Bishop Stephen. 
On behalf of the whole community of Ripon Cathedral, I congratulated him 
on his appointment and assured him of our prayers as he prepares to move 
north.  
 
I also wrote to Archbishop Sentamu, assuring him of our prayers as he 
prepared to retire to Northumberland.   
 
The next Diocesan Secretary: congratulations and prayers 
 
I also wrote recently to express our congratulations and give assurance of our 
prayers to the person to be the next Diocesan Secretary of the Diocese of 
Leeds. Jonathan Wood is a senior civil servant (National Services Director for 
Her Majesty’s Courts and Tribunal Service) and will take up this highly 
responsible post on 13th April.  
 
There will be an opportunity for the diocese to express its heartfelt gratitude 
to Debbie Child as she steps down from this role. She has had a central role in 
establishing our still-young diocese and there is much for which we will be 
saying thank you.  
 
 
Once again, have a very happy Christmas.  
With my very best wishes 
Dean John



Events & Special Services this month  in the Cathedral unless stated 
otherwise 
Monday 6th January 7.30pm Festal Eucharist celebrating the arrival of the magi at 
the crib, revealing Jesus as God’s gift to the whole world followed by an Epiphany 
drinks party. 

Thursday 9th January 1.00pm Lunchtime Recital (free) Maximillian Elliott, organ.   

Sunday 12th January 3.30pm Plough Sunday Service.  Refreshments (hot pork rolls) 
from 2.30pm 

Monday 13th January 7.30pm Concert Society presents: ‘From the Brandenburgs to 
the 20th century’ 

Thursday 16th January 1.00pm Lunchtime recital (free) Laurence Williams, baritone 

Friday 17th January 7.00pm Burns Supper – join us for a ceilidh, supper and song as 
we celebrate the Scots poet.  See flyer for more information. 

Saturday 18th January 3-4.30pm Winter Prom – popular music for families to enjoy.  
Free refreshments and the chance to find out more about the cathedral’s music 
department and choir. 

Sunday 19th January 5.30pm Distinctive Café Church 

Saturday 25th January 11-3pm Wedding Show with over 50 exhibitors from around 
Yorkshire, helping couples to plan their special day. 

Sunday 26th January 4.30pm Messy Cathedral ‘The Wonder of Winter’ with 
sandwich tea and a chance for singing and making crafts in the cathedral. 

Thursday 30th January 1.00pm Lunchtime recital (free) Students of music from the 
University of Leeds 
 

Burns' Night in the Cathedral 
Friday 17th January 7.30 until late  
 
 

At the time of writing we have virtually sold out all the tickets for Burns’ Night. If you 
want to come, get to the shop quickly before Christmas for the last dozen or so 
tickets that remain. 
 

If you’ve got tickets, remember to return your yellow drinks and food order form as 
soon as possible to the Cathedral Office marked for ‘The Burns Night Committee’. 
Your drink will be cheaper if you do this. Also, if you’re coming with friends and want 
to be on a table together make it clear on the yellow form who you want to sit with 

 
Cathedral Meditation Group 
Because Epiphany falls on a Monday, and  on Monday 13th there is a Concert Society 
concert, the ‘January’ Meditation Group will take place on Monday 30th December 
at the usual time of 7.30 in the cathedral. This will be a wonderful opportunity to 
reflect back on the last year and look forward to 2020 before we get to New Year’s 
Eve. 



Forthcoming Events & Special Services in the Cathedral unless stated 
otherwise 
Saturday 1st February 7.30pm Candlemas – Festal Eucharist and Candlelit 
Procession.  The most spectacular service of year with the cathedral illuminated with 
thousands of candles. 

Thursday 6th February 1.00pm Lunchtime recital – Tim Harper, organ 

Monday 10th 7.30pm Cathedral Concert Society  

Tuesday 11th February 3-5pm Afternoon Tea Party at St Peter’s House.  See poster 
for further details 

Thursday 13th February 1.00pm Lunchtime recital – the Fairfax Ensemble, flute, 
soprano and piano 

Sunday 16th February 5.30pm Distinctive Café Church 

Tuesday 25th February 11.00am Pancake Race 

Wednesday 26th February 9,00am, 12 noon and 7.30pm Ash Wednesday with 
the Imposition of Ashes 

Thursday 27th February 1.00pm Lunchtime Recital – Daniel Gordon 

 
Children at the Cathedral 

Children’s Church regularly takes place each Sunday during the 10.30am service  
‘Godtalk’ is for those in Year 6 and above helping young people to engage with the 
readings during the sermon, and prayers. Both start again on January 5th.  
  
Messy Cathedral next meets at 4.30 on January 26th when we will be exploring ‘The 
Wonder of Winter’. Plenty of fun, music and tea at the end. All welcome. No charge. 
See the separate poster 
 
 “Breakfast Natters” takes place at 9.00am on the first Thursday of every month in 
the Cathedral Hall. Cakes, coffee and lots of toys with fun singing too. Free, just come 
along.  







 ‘C3: Cathedral Community Connections 
What exactly is C3? 
Every month there is a column of information in the Cathedral Newsletter that goes 
under the heading of “C3”.  Perhaps at the start of a new year, it might be a good 
idea to reintroduce C3 and to highlight exactly what it is, and what it does on behalf 
of the Cathedral Community. 
 

C3 is the acronym of the name ‘Cathedral Community Connections’.  C3 is made up 
of members of the Cathedral congregation working under the direction of the PCC, 
and whose aim is to demonstrate Ripon Cathedral’s commitment in building God’s 
Kingdom through prayer and deed.  We have established partnerships with 7 local 
charities in Ripon and the local area:  Ripon City of Sanctuary, Dementia Forward, 
Jennyruth Workshops, Ripon Salvation Army Food Bank, Ripon Community Link and 
Walled Garden, Ripon YMCA and the Ripon branch of Christian Aid.   We offer our 
partners practical help with fund raising, publicity and awareness raising. The 
Cathedral hosts special services, exhibitions and events on behalf of our partners.  We 
have helped to organise training in schools and through the Diocesan Training Office 
to further the work of our partners.  We have welcomed our partners and the people 
they serve into the Cathedral, and we have gone out to work in their centres. Through 
the PCC’s charitable donations, we help to fund some of our partners’ projects.  Our 
partners are held in prayer as part of the Cathedral’s daily cycle of prayer. 
 

If you would like to know more about C3 and how you might help in this work, either 
as a member of the committee or as an occasional volunteer at our events, please 
contact the Cathedral Office on  01765 603462 or email c3@riponcathedral.org.uk 
 

There will be a Breakfast for Christian Aid at Holy Trinity on Friday, 
January 24th. More details later.  Quiz and Supper, on February 6th, in 
Holy Trinity, and a supper interval.  

 
RIPON YMCA Our newest partnership is with the Ripon YMCA.  
Ripon YMCA which began its valuable work  in the city in 1914 and 

for much of that time has had strong links with the Cathedral.  Canon Wendy Wilby 
has been working with Lucy Gratton, the Chief Executive, to re-establish that link. 
Recently, the Cathedral Chaplains  had a most useful visit from Lucy in which she 
informed them of its current core activity which is to provide independent one-
bedroom supported accommodation for young people who are homeless, or at risk of 
becoming homeless.  It is hoped that in March the Cathedral will host an exhibit of 
photography by the residents. 
 

SALVATION ARMY FOOD BANK 
All the food parcels which were distributed before Christmas have 
depleted the Food Bank stocks which now need to be rebuilt to service 
the remaining cold winter months.  Priority needs at the moment are:  

Tinned potatoes, instant mashed potato, tinned vegetables, long life milk, sugar, 
instant coffee, tea, tinned rice pudding and custard. The army is very grateful for 
all your help over the Christmas period. 
 

mailto:c3@riponcathedral.org.uk


The Trussell Trust whose network of food banks accounts for around half of the food 
banks in the UK has reported that its food banks handed out around 41,000 food 
packs in 2009/10 versus 1.2 million food packs in 2016/17.   
 

You are warmly invited to a Dementia-Friendly Service 
followed by afternoon tea at Ripon Cathedral on Saturday 11th 
January at 3pm For more information contact 
c3@riponcathedral.or.uk 
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Service Times 
8.00am Eucharist   9.30am Morning Prayer (said) 
10.30am Sung Eucharist  12.30pm Eucharist (BCP) 
3.30pm Evensong 

Weekdays 
8.30am   Morning Prayer 
9.00am   Eucharist (also Wed (BCP) & Fri 12 noon) 
6.00pm  Evensong (or said Evening Prayer)  (Saturday 5.30pm) 
Mondays 10.00am The Magdalen Fellowship.   The Fellowship meets in the Chapel 
of Mary Magdalen (Magdalen Road) every Monday at 10 am for a service of 
meditation and the litany of healing. On the first Monday of each month, there is 
a Eucharist with the Laying on of Hands. This month the Eucharist will be our annual 
Covenant Service and our celebrant will be Revd Helen Bell. For more information 
contact John Whelan (600668) or Anne-Marie Tarter (602129). 
 

First Monday of each month (not January) The Evening Meditation Prayer Group: 
an opportunity for contemplative prayer at 7.30pm ending with Compline. 
 

Tuesdays at 7.30pm Space for Grace reflective Eucharist in the Chapel of the 
Resurrection (enter from the outside door on the footpath along the south side of the 
cathedral). 
 

Wednesdays 7.30-9.00pm Bell Ringing Practice Everybody welcome, access via 
North Transept. 
 

Thursdays (most Thursdays – see the monthly events schedule) 1.00pm Lunchtime 
Concert in the Quire (free). 
 

Thursdays 7.00- 8.00pm Cathedral Parish Music Group practices in Thorpe 
Prebend House, High St Agnesgate, Ripon.  Singers and instrumentalists welcome. 
 

First Saturday of the month 12.00 Parish Lunch in the Cathedral Hall 
 

Further Information 
For further information on any of the events and services listed or for general 
information, please contact us on: 

Email:  postmaster@riponcathedral.org.uk 

Tel:  01765 603462 (Office)  01765 602072 (Chapter House) 

Or visit our website: www.riponcathedral.org.uk. 

Cathedral E newsletter 

If you wish to subscribe to the weekly electronic newsletter, please email Michelle 
Gee (michellegee@riponcathedral.org.uk). 
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