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Welcome to the Cathedral 
Welcome to Ripon Cathedral for this act of worship. Christian worship has taken 
place on this site since St Wilfrid founded the Cathedral in 672 AD. The 
Cathedral Crypt, is the oldest part of any English Cathedral and regular prayer 
has taken place there for almost 1350 years. 
 

Built on the firm foundation of that heritage, the Cathedral today continues to 
proclaim the Christian faith, with daily prayer and active service in Jesus’ name. 
 

If you would like to find out more about how the Cathedral community is 
seeking to grow God’s Kingdom in this 21st century, please visit our website. 
Regular updates of all that we are involved in and our worship are posted on 
our Facebook page and we tweet regularly using “@riponcathedral”. 
 

Sitting, kneeling, standing 
As human beings, we worship with our bodies as well as through our music and 
prayers. This Order of service invites you to sit, kneel or stand as appropriate. 
Please see these as merely invitations and adopt the posture you find most 
comfortable. 
 

Coronavirus Ripon Cathedral continues to follow the guidance issued by the 
national church, which is regularly updated to take account of the most recent 
government advice. Consequently, it has been decided to continue to suspend 
the common cup (the chalice) at the administration of holy communion. 
 

Following the Government’s advice, the wearing of masks is compulsory 
unless you fall into an exempt category. 

 

Large print versions of the Order of Service are 
available. Please ask those who welcomed you if 
you would like one. 
 
An induction loop system is also in operation for hearing aid users.  
 

Please switch off your mobile phone before the service begins.  
Photography and video/audio recording by members of the congregation is 
not permitted during the service. 
 
Common Worship:  Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is included 
in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council. All hymns covered by the Christian 
Copyright Licensing have been reproduced under CCL Licence no 97098.  
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Welcome to this Service 
We welcome you to this act of worship. Whatever has brought you here today, 
we trust that you will find yourself more aware of God through the words, 
prayers and music. 
 
For many, the Christmas season is celebrated for 12 days, ending at Epiphany. 
Contemporary use has sought to express an alternative tradition, in which 
Christmas lasts a full forty days ending with the Presentation of Christ in the 
Temple (Candlemas) on 2 Feb. For Christmas is much more than the celebration 
of Jesus’s birth, and the Liturgy over these forty days seeks to help worshippers 
to recall the central truth of the Word made flesh form our salvation.  
 

As we worship God today in this Cathedral church we pray that we may all 
encounter God and be filled with God’s life and love, and that we may reach 
out to include others in sharing our joy. 
 

The President is the Rev’d Canon Barry Pyke,  
   Canon for Education and Rural Engagement. 

 

The Preacher is the Rev’d Canon Michael Gisbourne, canon Precentor. 
 
 

The flower displays are kindly provided by the Ripon Cathedral flower guild. 
 

Children at Ripon Cathedral 
Children’s Church, which usually takes place during this service, is suspended 
this week as the children stay with their parents. 

 

Singing at Ripon Cathedral 
As congregational singing is not permitted currently, the organ adds a musical 
accompaniment to the worship today. 
 

Giving to support the work of the Cathedral 
No collection is taken during the service, but a plate is left by the door as you 
leave for your offering in support of the mission and ministry of the Cathedral. If 
you are a tax-payer, please use one of the gift aid envelopes in the seats. If you 
would prefer to give by card, there is a terminal by the West door. If you would 
prefer to set up a bank transfer, please use these details. 
 

Account Name:  Ripon Cathedral PCC Fund 
Sort Code  05 07 17 
Account Number:  35697334 
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The Gathering 
 

Please stand. 
 

As the ministers enter, you are invited to meditate on these words as the 
organist improvises on the tune. 

 

Processional Hymn 
 

  As with gladness men of old 
  did the guiding star behold, 
  as with joy they hailed its light, 
  leading onward, beaming bright, 
  so, most gracious God, may we 
  evermore be led to thee. 
 

  Holy Jesu, every day 
  keep us in the narrow way; 
  and, when earthly things are past, 
  bring our ransomed souls at last 
  where they need no star to guide, 
  where no clouds thy glory hide. 
 

  In the heavenly country bright 
  need they no created light; 
  thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown, 
  thou its Sun which goes not down: 
  there for ever may we sing 
  alleluias to our King. 

NEH 47 
Words: W Chatterton Dix (1837-1898) 

Music: DIX adapted from C. Kocher (1788–1872) by W. H. Monk (1823–89) 
 

The Greeting 
 

President In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
  and of the Holy Spirit. 
All  Amen. 
 

President Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
  and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
All  and also with you. 
 

Words of welcome and introduction to the service. 
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Prayer of Preparation 
 

All  Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden; 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Prayer of Penitence 
 

President Hear the words of the angel to Joseph: 
‘You shall call his name Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins.’  
Therefore let us seek the forgiveness of God 
through Jesus the Saviour of the world. 

cf Matthew 1.21 

Lord of grace and truth, 
we confess our unworthiness 
to stand in your presence as your children. 
We have sinned: 

All  forgive and heal us. 
 

The Virgin Mary accepted your call 
to be the mother of Jesus. 
Forgive our disobedience to your will. 
We have sinned: 

All  forgive and heal us. 
 

Your Son our Saviour 
was born in poverty in a manger. 
Forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 
We have sinned: 

All  forgive and heal us. 
 

The shepherds left their flocks 
to go to Bethlehem. 
Forgive our self-interest and lack of vision. 
We have sinned: 

All  forgive and heal us. 
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The wise men followed the star 
to find Jesus the King. 
Forgive our reluctance to seek you. 
We have sinned: 

All  forgive and heal us. 
 

The Absolution 
 

President May God who loved the world so much 
that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 
forgive you your sins 
and make you holy to serve him in the world, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

The Gloria 
 

All   Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
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The Collect 
 

President Almighty God, 
in the birth of your Son 
you have poured on us the new light of your incarnate Word,  
and shown us the fullness of your love: 
help us to walk in his light and dwell in his love 
that we may know the fullness of his joy; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 
 

Please sit. 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

New Testament Reading 
 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians. 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in 
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him 
in love. God destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, 
according to the good pleasure of God’s will, to the praise of his glorious grace 
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses according to the riches of 
his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made 
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set 
forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in Christ, 
things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an 
inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of God who 
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were 
the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him 
you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, 
and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 
this is the pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as God’s own people 
to the praise of his glory. 

(Ephesians 1.3-14) 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 



8 

 

Please stand as an organ fanfare heralds the Gospel. 
 

The Gospel  
 

Gospel Reader Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 
did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will 
of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and 
lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, 
full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of 
whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was 
before me.”’) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law 
indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s 
heart, who has made him known. 

(John 1.10-18) 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

A short organ fanfare is played. Please sit. 
 

Sermon 
 

A short silence is kept after the sermon after, which please stand. 
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Affirmation of faith 
 

President Let us affirm, our common faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist? 

All   We believe and trust in him. 
 

President Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, died for us and rose again? 

All   We believe and trust in him. 
 

President Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 

All   We believe and trust in him. 
 

President This is the faith of the Church. 
All   This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 
Father. Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

Please sit or kneel. 
 

Intercessions 
 

President Let us pray to Jesus our Saviour. 
 

Intercessor Christ, born in a stable, 
give courage to all who are homeless. 
Jesus, Saviour, 

All  hear our prayer. 
 

Intercessor  Christ, for whom the angels sang, 
give the song of the kingdom to all who weep. 
Jesus, Saviour, 

All  hear our prayer. 
 

Intercessor  Christ, worshipped by the shepherds, 
give peace on earth to all who are oppressed. 
Jesus, Saviour, 

All  hear our prayer. 
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Intercessor  Christ, before whom the wise men knelt, 
give humility and wisdom to all who govern. 
Jesus, Saviour, 

All  hear our prayer. 
 

Intercessor  Christ, whose radiance filled a lowly manger, 
give the glory of your resurrection to all who rest in you.  
Jesus, Saviour, 

All  hear our prayer. 
 

Jesus, Saviour, child of Mary, 
you know us and love us, 
you share our lives 
and hear our prayer. 
Glory to you for ever. 
Amen. 

 

Please stand. 
 

Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
 

President Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All  and also with you. 
 

  Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

Preparation of the Altar 
 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

The Altar is prepared, and bread and wine are placed upon it.  
 

President Word made flesh, life of the world, 
in your incarnation you embraced our poverty: 
by your Spirit may we share in your riches. 

All  Amen. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

President The Lord be with you 
All  And also with you. 
 

President Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

President Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

President All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God. 
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who for love of our fallen race humbled himself, 
and was born of the Virgin Mary 
by the power of your Spirit, 
and lived as one of us. 
In this mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have caused his light to shine in our hearts, 
to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.  
In him we see our God made visible 
and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see.  
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and say our joyful hymn of praise: 

 

All Holy, holy, holy, Lord  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory: 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

President Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
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who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 

 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 

 

   Jesus Christ is Lord: 
All   Lord, by your cross and resurrection 

you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world. 

 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

St Peter, St Wilfrid, St John and the all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,  
for ever and ever. 

All   Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Please sit or kneel. 
 

President  Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us, 
  let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 
 

All  Our Father, 
  who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

President We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 

All   Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 

The Giving of Communion 

 

President Draw near with faith. 
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
which he gave for you, 

 

Eat in remembrance that he died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts 
by faith with thanksgiving. 

 

The Body of Christ keep you in eternal life 
All  Amen. 
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We welcome communicants of all denominations to receive Holy Communion.  
If you are not a communicant and would like to receive God’s Blessing, please 
come with this service sheet in your hand. Please move as directed. If you 
require a gluten-free wafer, please indicate this to the minister when receiving 
Communion. 
 

During the administration of Communion, the organist plays. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

President Let us pray. 
 

All praise to you, 
almighty God and heavenly king, 
who sent your Son into the world 
to take our nature upon him 
and to be born of a pure virgin: 
grant that, as we are born again in him, 
so he may continually dwell in us 
and reign on earth as he reigns in heaven, 
now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 
 

Notices 
 

Notices and Banns of marriage may be given after which please stand. 
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The Dismissal 
The Blessing 

 

President Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, 
fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 
 

President Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All  In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Organ Voluntary 
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Today’s Services 
8.00 am  Holy Eucharist (1662 Book of Common Prayer) begins on pg. 237 
     President &  Preacher:  The Dean 
    
9.30 am   Morning Prayer  Psalm 87 

10.30am  Eucharist          President: Canon Barry Pyke 
Preacher:  Canon Michael Gisbourne 

   
 Children’s Church takes place during the 10.30 service 
 

12.30 pm   Holy Eucharist (1662 BCP) President: Canon Michael Gisbourne 
 
 

3.30 pm   Evening Prayer   Preacher:  Canon Ailsa Newby 
 

Diary for the Week 
Morning Prayer:               Monday to Saturday at 8.30am 
Evening Prayer:                Monday – Wednesday 6.00pm Saturday 5.30pm 
Choral Evensong:             Thursday & Friday 6.00pm 

 

Monday 9.00 am The Eucharist President: Canon Michael Gisbourne 
Tuesday 9.00 am The Eucharist President: The Dean 
Wednesday 10.00 am The  Eucharist  President: Canon Michael Glanville-Smith 
Epiphany 7.30 pm The  Eucharist  President: Canon Ailsa Newby 

Preacher:  The Dean 
Thursday 9.00 am The Eucharist President: Canon Barry Pyke 
Friday 9.00 am The Eucharist President: Rt Rev’d Clive Handford 
 12 noon The Eucharist President: Rev’d Lynn Thorius 
Saturday 9.00 am The Eucharist President: Rev’d Canon John Colston 

 

Worship Next Sunday – 10th January 2021 Baptism of Christ 

8.00 am Eucharist (1662) President & Preacher: Canon Barry Pyke 
9.30 am Morning Prayer 
10.30 am Festal Eucharist President: Canon Michael Gisbourne 

Preacher: Canon Ailsa Newby 
12.30 pm  Eucharist (1662)  President: Canon Ailsa Newby 
3.30 pm Evensong  Preacher:  The Dean 

 


