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Welcome to Ripon Cathedral 
Welcome to Ripon Cathedral for this act of worship. Christian worship has taken 
place on this site since Wilfrid built the first church here in 672AD. The crypt of 
that original church still survives and is the oldest part of any English cathedral 
and regular prayer has taken place there for 1350 years. 
 

Built on the firm foundation of that heritage, the Cathedral today continues to 
proclaim the Christian faith, with daily prayer and active service in Jesus’ name. 
 

If you would like to find out more about how the cathedral community is seeking 
to grow God’s Kingdom in this 21st century, please visit our website. Regular 
updates of all that we are involved in and our worship are posted on our 
Facebook page and we tweet regularly using “@riponcathedral”. 
 

Sitting, kneeling, standing 
As human beings, we worship with our bodies as well as through our music and 
prayers. This order of service invites you to sit, kneel or stand as appropriate. Please 
see these as merely invitations and adopt the posture you find most comfortable. 
 

Coronavirus 
Ripon Cathedral continues to follow the guidance issued by the national church, 
which is regularly updated to take account of the most recent government 
advice. Consequently, it has been decided to continue to suspend the common 
cup (the chalice) at the administration of holy communion. 

 

Following the Government’s advice, the wearing of masks is 
compulsory unless you fall into an exempt category. 

 

Large print versions of the Order of Service are 
available. Please ask those who welcomed you if 
you would like one. 
 

An induction loop system is also in operation for hearing aid users.  
 

Please switch off your mobile phone before the service begins.  
Photography and video/audio recording by members of the congregation is not 
permitted during the service. 
 

Common Worship:  Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is included 
in this service, is copyright The Archbishops’ Council. All hymns covered by the Christian Copyright 
Licensing have been reproduced under CCL Licence no 97098. 
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Welcome to this Service 
We welcome you to this act of worship. Whatever has brought you here today, 
we trust that you will find yourself more aware of God through the words, 
prayers and music. 
 

For many, the Christmas season is celebrated for 12 days, ending at Epiphany. 
Contemporary use has sought to express an alternative tradition, in which 
Christmas lasts a full forty days ending with the Presentation of Christ in the 
Temple (Candlemas) on 2 Feb. For Christmas is much more than the celebration 
of Jesus’ birth, and the Liturgy over these forty days seeks to help worshippers 
to recall the central truth of the Word made flesh for our salvation. 
 

About this service 
The President is the Revd Canon Michael Gisbourne, Canon Precentor. 
 

The Preacher is the Revd Canon Ailsa Newby, Canon Pastor. 
 

The service is sung by the Cathedral Choir and the Mass setting is Missa Sancti 
Nicolai by F. J Haydn (1732-1809). 
 

The Cathedral bells are rung by the Ripon Cathedral Guild of Bellringers. 
The flower display is kindly provided by the Ripon Cathedral Flower Guild. 
     

Children at Ripon Cathedral 
Children’s church is for primary school aged 6 and above. Little Children’s 
Church for babies and small children. Both groups meet in the rooms beneath 
the Chapter House. Please ask those who welcomed you for directions. 
 

Giving to support the work of the Cathedral 
Stewardship of all the gifts that God has given is a part of Christian discipleship. 
Giving is a part of that, and the support of charities and the church is an 
important part of that in terms of time, talent and money. We would 
encourage you in your stewardship, offering the following easy ways to support 
the work of the Cathedral: 

• use the collection bags or plates; 

• use the credit / debit card terminals by the west door; 

• for bank transfers Account Name: The Chapter of Ripon Cathedral 
Sort Code: 40 38 23 Account Number: 91067737 

• use this QR Code: 
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Words of welcome are given by a member of the clergy. 
 

The Gathering 
 

Processional Hymn 
 

  Christ is the King, O friends rejoice! 
  Brothers and sisters, with one voice 
  make all men know he is your choice: 
     Alleluia! 
 

  The first apostles round them drew 
  thousands of faithful men and true, 
  sharing a faith for ever new: 
     Alleluia! 
 

  Then magnify the Lord and raise 
  anthems of joy and holy praise 
  for Christ’s brave saints of ancient days: 
     Alleluia! 
 

  O Christian women, Christian men, 
  all the world over, seek again 
  the Way disciples followed then: 
     Alleluia! 
 

  Christ through all ages is the same; 
  place the same hope in his great name, 
  with the same faith his word proclaim: 
     Alleluia! 
 

  Let Love’s unconquerable might 
  God’s people everywhere unite 
  in service to the Lord of light: 
     Alleluia! 

NEH 345 
Words: George Bell (1883-1958) 

Music: VULPIUS  Melchior Vulpius, Gesangbuch 1609 
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The Greeting 
 

President In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 

  and of the Holy Spirit. 
All  Amen. 
 

President Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
  and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
All  and also with you. 
 

The president introduces the service. 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

All  Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden; 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Prayer of Penitence 
 

Deacon  The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. 
Let us confess our sins. 

cf Titus 2.11-14 

President God be gracious to us and bless us, 
and make your face shine upon us: 
Lord, have mercy. 

All   Lord, have mercy. 
 

President May your ways be known on the earth, 
your saving power among the nations: 
Christ, have mercy. 

All   Christ, have mercy. 
 

President You, Lord, have made known your salvation, 
and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations: 
Lord, have mercy. 

All   Lord, have mercy. 
 

The Absolution 
 

President Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 

 

Gloria 
 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Et in terra pax hominibus,  
bonae voluntatis. 
Laudamus te, benedicimus te, 
Adoramus te, glorificamus te. 
Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam 
gloriam tuam. 
 

Domine Deus, Rex coelestis, 
Deus Pater omnipotens. 
Domine Fili unigenite Jesu Christe. 
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, 
Qui tollis peccata mundi, 
Miserere nobis. 
Qui tollis peccata mundi, 
Suscipe deprecationem nostram. 
Qui sedes ad dextram Patris, 
Miserere nobis. 
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, 
Suscipe deprecationem nostram. 
 

Quoniam tu solus Sanctus,  
tu solus Dominus, 
tu solus Altissimus, 
Jesu Christe. Cum sancto spiritu  
in Gloria Dei Patris. Amen.  

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
 
 
 
 
 
You are seated at the right hand of 
the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord. 
You alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Please remain standing. 
 

The Collect 
 

President Let us pray 
 

Almighty God, 
whose Son revealed in signs and miracles 
the wonder of your saving presence: 
renew your people with your heavenly grace, 
and in all our weakness 
sustain us by your mighty power; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 
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Please sit. 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Old Testament Reading 
 

A reading from the book of Nehemiah. 
 

All the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They 
told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had 
given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, 
both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on 
the first day of the seventh month. He read from it facing the square before the 
Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and 
the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people 
were attentive to the book of the law. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of 
all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened 
it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God and all 
the people answered, ‘Amen, Amen,’ lifting up their hands. Then they bowed 
their heads and worshipped the LORD with their faces to the ground. So they 
read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the 
sense, so that the people understood the reading. And Nehemiah, who was the 
governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people 
said to all the people, ‘This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or 
weep.’ For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he 
said to them, ‘Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions 
of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; 
and do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.’ 
 

Nehemiah 8.1–3, 5–6, 8–10 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Hymn 
 

  Thou whose almighty word 
  chaos and darkness heard, 
     and took their flight; 
  hear us, we humbly pray, 
  and where the gospel-day 
  sheds not its glorious ray 
     let there be light. 
 

  Thou who didst come to bring 
  on thy redeeming wing 
     healing and sight, 
  health to the sick in mind, 
  sight to the inly blind, 
  O now to all mankind 
     let there be light. 
 

  Spirit of truth and love, 
  life-giving, holy Dove, 
     speed forth thy flight; 
  move o’er the waters’ face, 
  bearing the lamp of grace, 
  and in earth’s darkest place 
     let there be light. 
 

  Blessèd and holy Three 
  glorious Trinity, 
     Wisdom, Love, Might, 
  boundless as ocean’s tide 
  rolling in fullest pride, 
  through the world far and wide 
     let there be light. 

NEH 466 
Words: John Marriott (1780-1825) 

Music: MOSCOW adapted from a tune by F. Giardini (1716-1796) 
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The Gospel 
 

Please remain standing and turn to face the deacon reading the Gospel. 
 

Deacon  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about 
him spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their 
synagogues and was praised by everyone. When he came to Nazareth, where he 
had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his 
custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to 
him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: ‘The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to 
the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The 
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, 
‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing’. 

Luke 4.14-21 
 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The organist improvises as the gospel party returns. 
 

The Sermon 
 

Please sit at the invitation of the preacher. 
 

After the sermon, please stand with the president. 
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Affirmation of Faith 
 

President Let us affirm, our common faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 

All   I believe and trust in him. 
 

President Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 

All   I believe and trust in him. 
 

President Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 

All   I believe and trust in him. 
 

President This is the faith of the Church. 
All   This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

Please sit. 
 
 

Intercessions 
 

President In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, 
let us pray to the Father. 

 

This response may be used after each petition 
 

Intercessor Lord, in your mercy 
All  hear our prayer. 
 

And at the end 
 

Intercessor Merciful Father, 
All   accept these prayers  

for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Please stand. 
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Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
 

President Christ is our peace. 
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. 
The old has passed away: 
behold, everything has become new. 

2 Corinthians 5.17 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All  and also with you. 
 

Deacon  Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

We exchange warm greetings with those nearest us. 
 

Preparation of the Altar 
 

The table is prepared, the bread and wine are placed on it. 
 

Offertory Hymn 
 

The Collection is taken during this hymn. 
 

  Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
     does his successive journeys run; 
  his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
     till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 

  People and realms of every tongue 
     dwell on his love with sweetest song, 
  and infant voices shall proclaim 
     their early blessings on his name. 
 

  Blessings abound where’er he reigns: 
     the prisoner leaps to lose his chains; 
  the weary find eternal rest, 
     and all the sons of want are blest. 
 

  Let every creature rise and bring 
     peculiar honours to our King; 
  angels descend with songs again, 
     and earth repeat the loud Amen.          NEH 388i 

Words: Isaac Watts 1674-1748 
Music: TRURO Psalmodia Evangelica 1789 
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Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

President Lord, accept your people’s gifts, 
not gold, frankincense or myrrh, 
but hearts and voices raised in praise 
of Jesus Christ, our light and our salvation. 

All Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

President The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you. 
 

President Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

President Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

President All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God,  
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 
for at this time we celebrate your glory 
made present in our midst. 
 

In the coming of the magi 
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 
In the waters of baptism 
Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 
the Saviour sent to redeem us. 
In the water made wine 
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. 
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
 

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus,  
Dominus Deus Sabaoth.  
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. 
Hosanna in excelsis. 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power 
and might. Heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
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President Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 

 

Deacon  Great is the mystery of faith. 
All   Christ has died: Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

St Peter, St Wilfrid and the all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, 
almighty Father, for ever and ever. 

All   Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Please sit. 
 

President  Believing the promises of God, 
  let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 
 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread
 

 

President We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 

All   Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 

The Giving of Communion 
 

President Draw near with faith,  
receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 

  which he gave for you,  
  Eat in remembrance that he died for you, 
  and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

 

 

We welcome communicants of all denominations to receive holy communion. 
If you are not a communicant and would like to receive God’s blessing, please 
come with this service sheet in your hand. Please move as directed. If you 
require a gluten-free wafer, please indicate this to the minister. 
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Agnus Dei 
 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi. 
Miserere nobis 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi. 
Dona nobis pacem. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin 
of the world, Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin 
of the world, Grant us peace. 
 

 
 

Motet 
 

Three kings from Persian lands afar 
to Jordan follow the pointing star: 
and this the quest of the travellers three, 
where the new-born King of the Jews may be. 
Full royal gifts they bear for the King; 
gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 

 

The star shines out with a steadfast ray; 
the kings to Bethlehem make their way, 
and there in worship they bend the knee, 
as Mary’s child in her lap they see; 
their royal gifts they show to the King; 
gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 

 

Thou child of man, lo, to Bethlehem 
the kings are travelling, travel with them! 
The star of mercy, the star of grace, 
shall lead thy heart to its resting-place. 
Gold, incense, myrrh thou canst not bring; 
offer thy heart to the Infant King. 

 

As an   How brightly shines the morning star! 
accompaniment  With grace and truth from heaven afar 
to the soloist, our Jesse tree now bloweth. 
the choir sings: Of Jacob's stem and David’s line, 

for thee, my Bridegroom, King divine, 
my soul with love o’erfloweth. 
Thy word, Jesus, inly feeds us, 
rightly leads us, life bestowing. 
Praise, O praise such love o’erflowing. 
 

Words: Peter Cornelius (1824-1874) tr. Herbert Newell Bates (1871-1924)  
Music: Peter Cornelius (1824-1874) arr. Ivor Atkins (1869-1953) 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

President Almighty Father, 
whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of the world:  
may your people, 
illumined by your word and sacraments, 
shine with the radiance of his glory, 
that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed 
to the ends of the earth; 

  for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
All   Amen. 
 

Notices 
 

Notices and Banns of marriage may be given after which please stand. 
 

The Dismissal 
The Blessing 

 

President May God the Father, 
who led the wise men by the shining of a star 
to find the Christ, the Light from light, 
lead you also in your pilgrimage to find the Lord. 

   and the blessing of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
   be among you and remain with you now and always. 
All   Amen. 
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Recessional Hymn 
 

Lord of the church, we pray for our renewing: 
Christ over all, our undivided aim; 
fire of the Spirit, burn for our enduing, 
wind of the Spirit, fan the living flame! 
We turn to Christ amid our fear and failing, 
the will that lacks the courage to be free, 
the weary labours, all but unavailing, 
to bring us nearer what a church should be. 

 

Lord of the church, we seek a Father’s blessing, 
a true repentance and a faith restored, 
a swift obedience and a new possessing, 
filled with the Holy Spirit of the Lord! 
We turn to Christ from all our restless striving, 
unnumbered voices with a single prayer: 
the living water for our souls’ reviving, 
in Christ to live, and love and serve and care. 

 

Lord of the church, we long for our uniting, 
true to one calling, by one vision stirred; 
one cross proclaiming and one creed reciting, 
one in the truth of Jesus and his word! 
So lead us on, till toil and trouble ended, 
one church triumphant one new song shall sing, 
to praise his glory, risen and ascended, 
Christ over all, the everlasting King! 

AM 497 
Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith (b.1926) 

Music: LONDONDERRY AIR, Air from County Derry from Irish music noted by George Petrie (1903) 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Deacon  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All  In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Organ Voluntary 
 

Praeludium in D (BuxWV 139) 
Dieterich Buxtehude (1637-1707) 
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Services later today and this week 
12.30pm   Holy Eucharist (1662 BCP) President: Revd Canon John Colston 
1.15pm Holy Baptism Harry Harker    Officiant: Canon Ailsa Newby 
3.30 pm  Evensong     

Responses Rose Hymns: AM752, NEH 245 
Setting Brewer in D 
Anthem Three Kings Dyke  

Cathedral supporting the Parishes Mrs Nina Harrison, Cathedral Reader, is 
preaching at Littlethorpe this morning 

Diary for the Week 
Morning Prayer:               Monday to Saturday at 8.30am 
Evening Prayer:                Monday 6.00pm; Saturday 5.30pm 
Choral Evensong:             Tuesday to Friday 6.00pm 

Monday 9.00am The Eucharist President: Canon Ailsa Newby 
Tuesday 9.00am 

12 noon 
The Eucharist 
The Eucharist 

President: The Dean 
President: Rt Revd Clive Handford 

Wednesday 10.00am The Eucharist  President: Canon Wendy Wilby 
Thursday 9.00am The Eucharist President: Canon Michael Gisbourne 
Friday 9.00am The Eucharist President: Canon Michael Gisbourne 
 12 noon The Eucharist President: Revd Myra Shackley 
Saturday 12 noon The Eucharist President: Revd Jeremy Trigg 
Worship Next Sunday – 30th January – 4th Sunday of Epiphany/4th Sunday 
after Epiphany (BCP) 
8.00 am  Eucharist (1662)  President: Canon Ailsa Newby  
Preacher: Mrs Loretta Williams, Cathedral Reader 
9.30 am Morning Prayer 
10.30 am Sung Eucharist President: The Dean; Preacher: Rev’d Lynn Thorius 
12.30 pm  Eucharist (1662)  President: Canon Ailsa Newby 
3.30 pm Evensong  
Forthcoming events  
Thursday 27th January Holocaust Memorial Day is marked with an online 
observance 

Thursday 27th January 1.00pm Thursday Concert – Tim Harper organ 
Sunday 30th January 3.30pm – Evensong with Installation of Canons 
Wednesday 2nd February 7.30pm – Candlemas Festal Eucharist 
Thursday 3rd February 1.00pm Thursday Concert – The Fairfax Ensemble Trio 
Sunday 6th February 3.30pm – Evensong to celebrate the 70th anniversary of 
the Queen’s Accession 
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