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The seventy-ninth Annual General Meeting of the
Friends of Ripon Cathedral will be held on a date
to be advised
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From the Chairman
I’m very conscious as I write this in the spring of 2020
of the context of Covid-19 to which I’ll return at the end
of this report for 2019.

The Friends had an action packed year with more
detail of various aspects in later pages.
Thanks
I begin with thanks to my fellow members of Council - it’s a great team
who devote considerable amounts of their time as well as providing
their wisdom and helpful ideas. It was a particular delight to welcome
two new members, David Barnard and Ruth Townrow who bring much
valuable experience.
Achievements in 2019
We again had a successful programme of lectures and day tours.
A treat in store was the fabulous summer lunch hosted by one of our
members in Birstwith, when the sun shone, the wine flowed and the
conversation was superb.
With support of Chapter, we were delighted to sponsor a play “ The
Last Memory “ on the subject of dementia, and support the local
dementia charity in Ripon.
Grant to Cathedral
Following discussions in late 2018 we were able to hand over £50,000
to Chapter to fund an agreed programme of essential and urgent
minor works on the fabric of the Cathedral building and estate - a
more detailed report appears later.
AGM
Some 27 members gathered in Thorpe Prebend for our 78th AGM.
After the transaction of the necessary business, we heard from
Bishop Paul of Kirkstall of the challenges facing the church as well as
the stories of successful initiatives in Leeds.
There followed wine and light refreshments in the garden.
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Plans for 2020
An ambitious programme for 2020 had been prepared including a
three day holiday in Lincoln - a new venture - as well as work being
concluded on the membership data base and website.
A further grant to Chapter is being planned to fund fabric repairs
once discussions about the detail is concluded.
Looking ahead
As I said in my opening remarks the current context is somewhat
unusual, so the 2020 AGM has been postponed and a new date will
be notified in due course.
Can I urge as many members as possible and who have not already
done so to give us their email address and consent to use it.
The Friends are in good heart and we will meet again as soon as it’s
safe to do so
Thank you for all your support

With my best wishes
Philip Arundel

We would like
to know what
you think!

We know that you have some
good ideas.
Please don't just keep them to
yourselves

Share your ideas with the
Council
Why don’t the Friends do………………..?
I would like more visits or even a short holiday
I have some good ideas for lectures……………..?
Whom can I contact?
Please email: chairman@friendsofriponcathedral.org.uk
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A Message from the Dean
I am delighted that 2019 was such a positive and fruitful
year for the Friends of Ripon Cathedral. The Chair’s note
and the contents of this report show clearly a healthy
variety of activity and an energy within the charity that is
heartening to observe. I am equally delighted to report
that the cathedral also had a good year.
As anyone reading this report now knows only too well, we look back on
2019 as if to a different age in so many ways. Writing in the midst of the
national COVID-19 lockdown, it is unclear what the future ‘normal’ will
look like, or even when we will begin to experience it. For now, though, I
am heartened by the messages of appreciation I am receiving from
those who feel upheld and encouraged by the cathedral’s sustained
ministry and mission in very changed circumstances. Yet what we are
able to do now is only possible because of the achievements of the past
– and all by the grace of God.
Looking back to 2019, then, we are reminded that the cathedral’s
development is driven and steered by the chapter’s vision and strategy,
Growing God’s Kingdom. This affirms the cathedral’s call to be a growing
and worshiping Christian community, keen to sustain and share its
spiritual and built heritage, while serving our diocesan bishop in mission
and responding to the needs of the world. In all of these areas we have
enjoyed significant development.
The worshipping community grew younger and did more to develop
spiritually; our music outreach was extended to a larger number of
schools through the work of the Singing Development Leader; our
ministry of welcome through pilgrimage and sharing of heritage
enhanced the lives of over 100,000 people, and probably many more if
we take into account all events; exciting plans were put in place for
2020: The Year of Pilgrimage (God often laughs at our plans! though we
hope he will bless them when implemented in 2021); we hosted
diocesan services, especially on Maundy Thursday; we continued to
support asylum seekers through The City of Sanctuary, and others
through Dementia Forward, the Ripon Together Community Interest
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Company, civic bodies across the region, and many other organisations;
the Ripon Cathedral Rural Forum held an influential seminar on upland
farming; and the North Yorkshire Rural Commission began its work with
me as chair. In addition, we put in place the arrangements for a new
education officer to begin work in January 2020, and for the Fallen Angel
Project, restoring our ‘internationally significant’ choir stalls, to take
place in the first few months of 2020.
Members of The Friends of Ripon Cathedral will also know well that an
encouraging development in 2019 was an enhanced programme of
maintenance thanks to your kind £50,000 gift. This is part of a three-year
commitment, allowing chapter to extend its inroad into a backlog of
maintenance. I am delighted that the Friends’ gift last year enabled
improvements in the cathedral (including the choir floor and ancient
north west door) and to the estate (not least the work to the south
elevation of Minster House and perimeter walls). Your support makes a
tangible difference, for which my chapter colleagues and I are extremely
grateful, knowing that millions of pounds are needed to restore both
the cathedral and its estate to full health.
Well maintained property and heritage, along with effective mission, will
only be possible in the long-term if we can secure the cathedral’s
sustainability now. Ripon Cathedral Renewed will help to do this by
providing us with long-needed facilities in a new building adjoining the
cathedral. This aspiration is now closer to becoming a reality than it has
ever been. Thanks to a gift of £800,000 from a few generous supporters,
the chapter has been able to develop plans which hopefully will find
favour with all the permission-giving bodies before the end of 2020;
work has carried on apace through the lockdown. And the £6million
project cost is now only £2million away from being secured. This may
not be the best time in history to be asking for significant funds; or it
might be the very best time to be asking, while the long reach of the
Coronavirus continues to cast its shadow. This is a bold project that will
protect the Cathedral and serve our communities and region. I sincerely
hope that it is one that all those with a heart for Ripon Cathedral will be
able to support.
The improving financial position reported in the chapter’s 2019 accounts
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reveals growing support for and confidence in Ripon Cathedral. This
will certainly be needed in the light of the COVID-19 lockdown and
what we expect to be a prolonged, multi-phased emergence from
that. The government’s furlough scheme has helped us enormously.
But we will need to look to our own God-given resources of
imagination and motivation, adapting as the possibilities within
society change. I am proud of how the clergy and staff responded to
the challenges of lockdown, sustaining prayer and worship, streaming services on-line, and developing a more far-reaching ministry of
pastoral care. It is clear that such resilience and a willingness to adapt
and embrace new opportunities will be crucial as we move forward.
And our faithful supporters will remain essential.
So, I am keen to thank the Friends of Ripon Cathedral as I also pray
for your sustained support. And I wish you well as you embrace the
opportunities of change. I hope that I will be able to invite you
(physically or virtually!) to join us for the Commemoration of
Founders and Benefactors on Sunday, 18th October at 3.30pm.

The Very Revd John Dobson DL
Dean of Ripon

Photograph by Joe Priestley
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Message from The Rt Rev’d Dr Helen-Ann Hartley, Bishop
of Ripon
One of the early diary casualties of the
COVID_19 lockdown was the mid-March
meeting of our Diocesan Synod. At that
gathering, each Episcopal Area was due to
provide a brief (5 minute) presentation on the
Area as it related to the first goal of our
Diocesan Strategy: thriving as a distinctive
diocese whose culture is shaped by a shared
vision and values. Since lockdown, I’ve found
myself returning to the PowerPoint slides and looking at them
through the lens of the past couple of months. It’s fair to say that
everything we thought was certain is now uncertain, but the
important thing is not to lose sight of the hope that God’s love
gives us. While it is inevitable that the proverbial thicket of nettles
that will need grasping may be even more dense than usual, with
care, compassion and consideration of the issues we will get
there. By ‘there’ I mean of course God’s Kingdom, already
present, and being revealed in fresh and surprising ways. Many of
the clergy of the Episcopal Area have remarked how they have
found fresh vocation and purpose in their work during lockdown:
of creativity in online services; of community initiatives that they
have been involved in, or have initiated; of the relieving of the
burden of care for historic buildings; of the restored energy that
has come from a diary freed of meetings and navigating
challenging local (internal church) politics. While some of this is
bound to return, we’ve all been encouraged by Bishop Nick’s
advice to make a note of the things we have lost and gained; the
things that need to remain ‘lost’ and the gains that could do with
some development as we emerge from the ‘age of virus anxiety
and dominance’ into the ‘age of co-existence’ with the COVID_19
virus. This is a task that our Area Deans, Archdeacon and myself
are beginning to embrace as we Zoom weekly.
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The Ripon Episcopal Area is both large and diverse. It comprises 6
Deaneries; 94 licensed clergy; 141 parishes; 62 multi-parish Benefices;
226 church buildings; and 82 church schools.
The Area includes most of the Yorkshire Dales National Park; the city of
Ripon; several market and larger towns. Catterick Garrison and RAF
Leeming form part of the diverse and growing military presence in the
north-eastern part of the Area. The issues that we face are complex
and diverse, and no doubt even more so in the light of COVID_19.
Whatever we do or think we need to do in partnership with others,
and particularly groups and agencies that are not Church.
As part of my Synod presentation I used the letters of ‘Ripon’ to
highlight features of the Episcopal Area and its overall strategy. While
COVID_19 will impact our future thinking, the core elements remain.
‘R’ is for ‘rurality’: Our government sadly lacks a comprehensive rural
policy, and the result of this is often felt ‘on the ground’ where
multiple challenges fail to garner a response that truly tackles the root
causes (flooding being one example). I find it inspiring when on many
of my pre-lockdown visits, whether on a Sunday for worship or during
the week finding we have so many committed and willing clergy and
lay people who together sustain the life of mission in the midst of
communities in ways that are real, visible, and sustaining; so perhaps
R should also be R for ‘resilient’? This ‘longer view’ is I think a lasting
gift to the whole Diocese, and a lived example of the mustard seed of
opportunity, that small things that lead to the greatness of God’s
Kingdom. But we need to be Realistic too.
‘I’ is for ‘Iconic’: both the landscape and the buildings: a blessing and a
burden.

As communities age and numbers decline, just keeping our church
buildings open can be a great challenge. But while there are indeed
many challenges, there are also encouraging examples of communities
that have worked with vision to reorder buildings, to fundraise for
toilets and kitchens and for a greater sense of connection to meeting
some of the needs of the villages, and small towns that they serve.
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‘P’ is for ‘partnerships’ and ‘prayer’: There is a clear link between a
community with a healthy spirituality and Kingdom growth. Where
communities are spiritually dehydrated, it is easy for despair and
decline to set in. A commitment to prayer is vital if any mustard
seeds are going to be even planted let alone grow.

‘O’ is for ‘opportunities’: Opportunities can be discerned when we
have the courage to moving from an Emmaus road narrative of ‘we
had hoped’, to the Johannine Jesus’ invitation of ‘come and see’.
‘N’ is for the ‘next generation’. Our church schools are a highly

valuable part of our life together in this Diocese, and they are (or
should be) integral parts of our parishes and benefices. I was myself
educated in a Church of England Primary school, and know that my
faith was formed and shaped in that place, in ways that I didn’t
necessarily recognise at the time, but which have come to fruition in
later life. In the Ripon Episcopal Area, I am encouraging all our
church communities to ensure they have strong links with local
schools (and not just church schools). One of our clergy, Jeff Payne
in Middleham has even become a school bus-driver (he is also
captain of the local darts team!).
In the words of Mervyn Wilson from his article in a 2019 issue of the
Journal of Rural Theology, ‘the question is how to look at these
matters with the eye of faith, with a heart touched and a mind
informed by the gospel’. This can tell us that what looks fragile is in
fact resilient and represents the strength so often evident in the
parables of Jesus. Courage can be found in the unlikeliest of places,
and wisdom from the unlikeliest of sources. This is the ‘new
creation’ that the Apostle Paul speaks of; mindful that it has to suit
the time and the place; it has to be prepared to grasp nettles, it has
to be prepared even to fail, and in doing so
clear the way for something new in its midst,
perhaps something we do not yet know
about, and that, is full of potential and
excitement.
Thanks be to God!
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Hon. Treasurer’s Report
Overall the year was a good one financially.

We received a substantial sum by way of legacies which included the
final distribution from the late Miss Hammond’s estate and achieved
a good return on our investments.
The income from subscriptions was down though the reduction was
offset by the income from Friends activities. There was a very
substantial gain in the value of our invested funds, but these were
substantially adversely affected in early 2020 due the Covid-19
pandemic. We hope and expect the value of the funds to recover
during 2020 and 2021.
This strong financial position enabled us to make a substantial grant
of £50,000 to Chapter to assist with urgent repairs to the fabric of
the Cathedral and surrounding estate. Details of the work carried
out are reported on pages 22 and 23.

We spent more money on publicity and keeping our members better
informed which we understand has been much appreciated and we
also invested in a new data base - a one off payment - which is
already serving us well.
We closed the year with an overall loss of £7807 but with total
assets of £259,374.

Anne Groves
Treasurer
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Income and Expenditure Account
For the year ended 31 December 2019
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Financial Activities for the year ended
31 December 2019

2019
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Balance Sheet
as at 31st December 2019

Philip Arundel
Chairman 15th July 2020
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Lectures Report 2019
January 20th 2019 Peter Lacey: Tales of the Celebrity Hermit:
St Robert of Knaresborough
Peter Lacey is an author who has written an historical fiction
about St Robert entitled ‘Tales of the Celebrity Hermit’. The talk
covered St. Robert’s early years and what it might have been
like growing up in York in the 1160’s and 70’s. There was then a
period of isolation, in which St. Robert came closest to the typical image we
have of a hermit. But by the early 1190’s St. Robert was experiencing an
unsettled period of conflict, when Sir William de Stuteville evicts him from
Knaresborough Forest under great threats. There then followed the story of
St. Robert’s service to the people of Knaresborough and beyond.

February 17th 2019 Dr Maureen Norrie:

The Imagery of Ripon Cathedral: Misericords
Maureen Norrie qualified in medicine in Northern Ireland and
worked in General Practice until her retirement. She holds a
Certificate in Theology from Lampeter (2010) and a First Class
degree in Humanities and Classical Studies from the Open
University (2016).The book on which her lecture was based The
Misericords of Ripon Cathedral (2017) developed from ideas on
a university art history project. Dr Norrie interpreted what she
described as the language of the carvings from their physical
representations into the symbolic language of themes such as opposing forces,
salvation, nature, falsehood and conflict. Dr Norrie not only generously
donated her fee but also 100 copies of her book to the Friends, obtainable
from the Cathedral shop. She was thanked most warmly for her presentation.

March 17th 2019 Dr Tony Abramson: The Gold Shilling of York
627–33: Discovering England’s Earliest Coinage
In 601, Pope Gregory sent Paulinus, Mellitus to Kent to support
Augustine’s mission. Mellitus became Archbishop of Canterbury.
Around 625, Paulinus accompanied Æthelburg, sister of King Eadbald
of Kent, to York, for her marriage to Edwin, who converted to
Christianity in 627, when Paulinus became Archbishop of York.
Tony Abramson argued that the rare gold shillings of York and Kent were
respectively engraved Paulinus and Mellitus. These senior clerics, from a sophisticated background, were more versed than the English kings, in the economic and
symbolic uses of coinage. They shared a common purpose - to commemorate
churches in York and Canterbury, by striking a gold coinage. Mellitus’s coins
preceded those of Paulinus as Mellitus died in 624
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September 15th 2019 Professor Joyce Hill:
Rome in Ripon: Imagining Wilfrid’s Church
Joyce’s lecture took us back to Stephen of Ripon’s careful
description of the dedication of Wilfrid’s church and
showed us how, by paying close attention to his choice of
words and by taking account of what Wilfrid saw and heard
on his travels to Rome, we can build a clear idea of what his
basilica in Ripon was like, how he adorned its interior,
regulated its life, and beautified its liturgy, so creating, as
was his intention, ‘Rome in Ripon’ in a church and crypt
dedicated to St Peter.

October 20th 2019 Revd Ruth Newton:
Weddings: Traditions and Customs
Ruth gave a fascinating talk about the wedding customs
and traditions that had developed over the centuries.
The talk was illustrated with anecdotes and stories, many
of which were amusing and gave an insight into how
familiar customs gradually became part and parcel of our
traditional weddings today.

November 17th: 2019 Professor Andrew Breeze
Brunaburh in 937: Northern England’s Hastings
The Battle of Brunanburh was fought in 937 between
Æthelstan, King of England, and an alliance of Olaf
Guthfrithson, King of Dublin; Constantine II, King of
Scotland, and Owain, King of Strathclyde. The battle is
often cited as the point of origin for English nationalism.
In his book British Battles 493-937: Mount Badon to
Brunanburh Professor Breeze gives new locations for
various early conflicts. Amongst which is the battle of
Brunanburh in 937 which he asserted took place on the River Browney
near Lanchester, County Durham (and not Bromborough in Cheshire/
Merseyside) as is usually supposed.
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TALKING
STOCK
productions

The Last
Memory
By Alan Stockdill
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The Friends of Ripon Cathedral and Talking Stock Productions
presented

THE LAST MEMORY
By Alan Stockdill
On Tuesday 1st October 2019 in Ripon Cathedral
How can I go to heaven if I don’t know who I am?” says Ernest to his
daughter Lynne when he’s diagnosed with Alzheimer’s.
But he also has a plan: to leave a vital imprint of who he is. Lynne is
to be the keeper of his memory, the guardian of their past.
Join them on their journey; share their hopes, fears, smiles, strength
and tears.
Arrive with them as they seize the last memory and a carpe diem
hope.

This powerful one-act play is inspired by a real-life
situation with genuine stories and experiences.
The performance was followed by an interval then an optional
Q & A session with the writer/director and actors.

Admission was free but donations
were welcome for Dementia Forward
talkingstock.co.uk
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£50,000 grant awarded by the Friends for
repairs to the fabric of the Cathedral and
wider estate
Minor repairs are always needed to the Cathedral and wider estate and
timely intervention not only shows immediate benefits but prevents more
extensive and expensive repairs if work is left to the future.
Relatively modest sums of money help “ stave off decay by daily care “ - an
approach championed by William Morris of SPAB. In the words of our
Cathedral Architect, Oliver Caroe, keeping on top of minor repairs is a useful
and very important process in the care of such a highly significant historic
building in the context of more major campaigns.
Illustrated are a small selection of the works funded by the Friends grant in
2019.
Quire floor
Around 100,000 visitors enter our doors each year so over
the decades many hundreds of thousands of feet will have
walked over the quire floor - just a little wear and tear!!
The Friends grant enabled this work to be done at the
same time as the area was already closed for work to the
canopies above the choir stalls, some of which date back
to 1485.
North door
The picture illustrates the newly hung door after skilled
repairs vital to prevent further deterioration as well as
reducing the drafts from the cold northerly winds. The
door dates from the late 18th century.
Historic walls
The estate includes over one mile of old walls, sections of
which are listed and all are within the conservation area. The
programme of works will take several years and a start was
made in 2019 on the section most in need of attention, opposite Thorpe Prebend.
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Minster House
Minster House is a Grade 2* listed building. As well as
being the home of the Dean, it plays a vital role in the
ministry of the Cathedral and every year welcomes many
visitors. It is important that work is continually
undertaken on the fabric to prevent deterioration and
further expense.
Keeping the Cathedral safe
Some work is always important to keep the
Cathedral and it’s surroundings safe and
welcoming for our visitors, congregations and
staff though there is often little visible
evidence. Examples include electrical work and
testing, replacement of staging and new fibre
cabling within the building to take better
advantage of modern technology.

The friends were delighted to receive
the following letter from Dean John

Dear Philip
I write on behalf of Chapter to thank you and the Friends very much
indeed for your support of the Cathedral’s mission. In particular, I
want to express our gratitude for the gift of £50,000 towards the cost
of maintaining the fabric of both the Cathedral and the wider estate
in 2019. As you know, the liability in both areas is huge but it is
important that we begin to make progress and improvements as funds
are available.
So please do assure the friends how the extra £50,000 in a year
makes a material difference.

John
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On Thursday 20th June 2019 Twenty-five members
of the Friends enjoyed a two course lunch with
wine or soft drinks and a time to wander around the
beautiful gardens.
Thanks were due to Mr Tony and Mrs Christine Wood of
Countrystyle Foods Ltd of Leeds who were generously
sponsoring this event at their home:
The Chapel
Stock Stile Lane
Birstwith
Harrogate HG3 2JE
They are also Friends of Ripon Cathedral, the place where
Christine was confirmed in 1955 and where they married in 1964.
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Poached Salmon with a variety
of interesting salads and
Artisan bread.
White wine or soft drinks
Choice of desserts including
Roulade or Fresh Fruit Salad or
Cheese and Biscuits
Coffee or Tea and mints

Tony and Christine Wood of Country Style Foods
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Tours 2019
Organised by the Vice-Chairman, Dr John F Beal MBE

Visit to Skelton-cum-Newby Church and Newby Hall
In May 2019 a number of the Friends had a visit to the Church of Christ the
Consoler at Skelton-cum-Newby followed by a conducted tour of Newby
Hall.
Standing within the grounds of Newby Hall this Victorian Gothic Revival
church, designed by William Burges, was consecrated in
1876. Sadly it stands as a memorial to a tragedy suffered by
the owners of Newby Hall. Frederick Vyner aged 23 was
captured by brigands in Greece in 1870. Initially they
demanded a ransom. However, they then changed their
minds and murdered him. The money identified to pay the
Christ the Consoler ransom was used to commission and build the church.
We received a conducted tour of the church which has been described as
showing architectural grandeur and great opulence with its colourful
stained glass windows, beautiful sculptures and gilded mosaics. Declared
redundant in 1991 the church is now in the care of The Churches
Conservation Trust.
After coffee we had a conducted tour of Newby
Newby Hall
Hall. Built in the 1690s by Sir Christopher Wren the
house was later enlarged and adapted by John Carr
and subsequently Robert Adam. It is highly
acclaimed as one of Britain’s finest Adam Houses
and an exceptional example of 18th century interior
decoration. With its exquisite ceilings, and beautiful paintings the rooms
are filled with marvellous furniture including several tables and chairs by
the 18th century Yorkshire-born designer and cabinet maker Thomas
Chippendale. Each of the rooms contains its own treasures and precious
artefacts.
Lunch was available in the restaurant and we were then free to further
explore the gardens. These venues are only a few miles from Ripon so if
you have not been there before they are well worth a visit.

Continued……………………………………….
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Coach Tour to Two Saxon Churches
In June 2019 the Friends had a coach tour to visit
two of the most interesting Saxon churches in the
North of England. First stop was at Escomb Church
near to Bishop Auckland in County Durham. Built
in about 675 AD with stone probably from the
Roman Fort at nearby Binchester it is one of the
Conducted tour of Escomb church .
most complete Saxon Churches in Europe. Many of
the stones show typically Roman tooling. There is no historical record of
any saint to whom the church was dedicated.

Our conducted tour commenced with the external
features of the building. This included being shown
a 7th or early 8th century sundial on the gable of
the south porch and a reused Roman stone with
the markings "LEG VI" (Sixth Legion) set upside
down on the north wall. Moving inside the most
notable feature is the tall, narrow chancel arch.
Although some simple gothic windows were inserted in the 13th century the majority of the windows,
small and set high in the walls, are original AngloSaxon work.

Early practice for social
distancing in Escomb church?

Following a tour of the church you can then either remain
to take photographs or pop across the road to buy coffee
at The Saxon Inn. We will then proceed to Hexham where
we will have a sandwich lunch before having a conducted
tour of the Abbey Church.

Continuing our journey heading further north we arrived
at Hexham Abbey where we had lunch in the newly
You can see that everyone refurbished Priory Buildings before having a conducted
was happy at Escomb.
tour of the Abbey. Like Ripon Cathedral, Hexham Abbey
was founded by St Wilfrid and the building was completed in 678 AD,
becoming a cathedral some three years later until c821.

Continued……………………………………….
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Coach Tour to Two Saxon Churches (continued)
Like Escomb Church, Hexham Abbey was probably
built entirely from recycled Roman stones this time
from the major Roman fort and town of Corbridge.
The Abbey is full of interesting contents reflecting
its importance over the centuries. One of the most
The Saxon Crypt
interesting features, especially for those from
Ripon, is its Saxon crypt which is very similar to that
at Ripon and which also dates from the time of St Wilfrid, although Ripon
can claim that its crypt is older (just)! In the middle The
of the
SaxonChoir
Crypt stands a
seat, made from a solid block of sandstone. This is the ‘Frith Stool’ which
may have been bishop’s 'cathedra', or official seat during the time that the
Abbey was a cathedral from c681 until c821. The Frith Stool became a place
of sanctuary where those fleeing conflict or even justice could claim safety
by reaching it as they fled. Another Saxon artefact is Acca's Cross which
now stands in the south transept. Acca was Wilfrid's loyal companion and
succeeded him as Abbot and Bishop. Although incomplete, as it was for a
long time divided into a number of parts which
were reused elsewhere, the rescued sections have
been reassembled. Much of the Saxon carved
decoration has been eroded and
all the colour long gone but the
vine scroll, leaves and fruit can still
be seen today.
The Frith Stool

Like Ripon Cathedral Hexham
Abbey was built by St Wilfrid in the 7th century and still has
its Saxon crypt. Hexham Abbey has many other treasures
including
painted
The Frith
Stool rood screen panels and paintings.
Space does not permit a description of the many other
treasures such as the painted rood screen panels and
paintings of The Dance of Death, the monks’ night stair and
a variety of fragments of sculptured stone. In any case
even a more detailed description would not do justice to
these works of art.

Acca’s Cross

Acca’s Cross

There was plenty to talk about on the coach journey home. So if you have
never been to Hexham Abbey the best advice is to go as soon as you can.

John Beal
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Annual General Meeting
Notice
The seventy-ninth Annual General Meeting of the Friends of Ripon
Cathedral will be held in on a date to be advised for the purpose of
conducting the following business.
All members are encouraged to attend.

Agenda
1. To receive apologies for absence

2. To approve and sign the minutes of the 78th AGM held on
1st July 2019
3. To receive for adoption of the Annual Report
4. Chairman’s remarks
5. To receive for adoption the Statement of Accounts for the year
ended 31st December 2019
6. Election of Officers for 2020/21
Chairman, Vice Chairman, Honorary Secretary,
Honorary Treasurer, Honorary Membership Secretary

A separate nomination form is included
7. Election of Council Members
8. Appointment of an independent examiner of the accounts

9. Any other business
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FRIENDS OF RIPON CATHEDRAL
Minutes of AGM held on 1st July 2019 at Thorpe Prebend House
The Chairman welcomed Bishop Paul Slater, the Mayor and the Dean to the
AGM
Present: Philip Arundel, David Clifton, John Beal, Jocelyn Brooks, Brian
Crosse, Canon Barry Pyke, Maurice Taylor, Dorothy Taylor, Joyce Hill, Chris
Charlton, William Kirtley, Freda Bottomley, Gloria Stokes, Diane Whelan,
John Whelan, John Wimpress, David Wells, Geoffrey Johnson, David Rhodes,
Sue Ford, Simon Hoare, Christine Hoare, Gill Steer, Bishop Paul, the Mayor,
the Dean.
1. Apologies for absence:
Malcolm Hanson, Brenda Hanson, Malcolm Beer, Joan Beer,
Sue Eddlestone, Anne Groves, Chris Ford,
Marigold Cross,
Glyn Stokes, Nicola Dobson.
2. The Minutes of the 77th AGM, held on 2nd July 2018, were
approved and signed.

3. The Annual Report was adopted. Maurice Taylor congratulated
Jocelyn Brooks, who compiled the Report, and all other
contributors.
4. Chairman's remarks.
The Chairman thanked the Council members for their hard work;
and in particular Maurice Taylor who has been managing the lecture
series and has held a number of positions in the Friends, and John
Wimpress who has been the Treasurer for 18 years and is now
standing down. The Chairman thanked them both for all the work
done on behalf of the Friends. The Chairman said that the Friends
have agreed to pay a grant of £50,000 to Chapter in 2019 to go towards buildings maintenance of the cathedral building and estate.
The new website will show by the autumn the work that is being
done. It is hoped that similar grants will be made in the following
two years.
The Friends are planning a holiday to Lincoln - there will be information about this in the autumn newsletter.
We are well ahead with our plans for 2020, especially the Sunday
afternoon lectures.
30

5. Statement of accounts.
John Wimpress is retiring as the Treasurer after 18 years in the
post. The previous treasurer had left the Friends in a good position
financially, but it is better today. A bequest from Margaret Hammond has boosted the accounts and helped the Friends to help
Chapter. One highlight during the 18 years was the sale of
cathedral chairs, which raised considerable money. This was used
for various systems in the cathedral, but the Friends gained no
publicity from it. This omission will be rectified in the coming years
for future grants. John Wimpress was pleased that there is a wider
spread of Friends on the Council, particularly from Leeds. He
appealed for more Friends to become Council members. The
accounts are in a good position, thanks to the money being invested wisely. He is thrilled that Anne Groves is taking over as
Treasurer.
The Chairman proposed that the Statement of accounts should be
adopted and the meeting agreed.
6. Election of Officers for 2019/20.
The following people were nominated as officers of the Friends:
Chairman - Philip Arundel. Proposed by Maurice Taylor.
Vice-Chairman — John Beal. Proposed by John Wimpress.
Treasurer — Anne Groves. Proposed by Jocelyn Brooks.
Secretary — Gill Steer. Proposed by Jocelyn Brooks.
Membership secretary — Jocelyn Brooks. Proposed by John Beal.
All the nominations were approved by the meeting.
7. Election of Council members.
The following people were nominated as Council members: John
Wimpress and David Barnard. Both nominations were approved by
the meeting.

8. Appointment of an independent examiner of the accounts.
It was agreed that Peter Tarren would be asked to continue in this
position
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9. Any other business.
• The meeting was told that the band room may soon become

available to purchase. Could the Friends and Chapter acquire
it together? The Chairman will discuss this with the Dean.
• The Dean's remarks.

The Dean thanked the Friends for their support, particularly at
the moment. He set out the four main areas of the mission
and vision of the cathedral as in the cathedral's annual report
— growing the worshipping community, promoting our
spiritual and built heritage, supporting the Bishop in the
church's mission, and serving the world's needs.
After the meeting closed, Bishop Paul spoke to the Friends about
developments in the diocese of Leeds since it was created,
particularly the development of resource churches and church
planting.
The Chairman thanked the Bishop for his talk and for answering
questions.

Gill Steer

Honorary Secretary

Rt Rev Paul Slater, Bishop of Kirkstall
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1967

The Ripon XIV century alabasters restored to public view after
years of confinement in the tower have been expertly cleaned,
then skilfully framed and sited in a manner recalling their original
setting.
They are now fixed to the east wall at the head of the cathedral
library spiral staircase.
They represent the resurrection and the coronation of the Blessed
Virgin and are very probably part of a set of five panels originally
comprising a reredos to a chapel altar.
Likely subjects for the others are the nativity, the baptism, and the
crucifixion of our Lord.
34

It may also be noted that the Tabernacle Door retrieved in 1915 from
the debris of a shell-torn village church in the Somme Valley has been
mounted above the Alabasters. They and it alike are battle casualties
of the Sanctuary from the XVI and XX centuries. A son of Bishop BoydCarpenter had been killed in action nearby, and a fellow officer sent
the Tabernacle Door, upon which is depicted the Lamb Sacrificed, to
the sorrowing father, whose last surviving offspring, Mrs Girdlestone,
presented the relic to the Cathedral in 1960.
The cure of Longueval, the most probable location of the said relic,
after consultation remarked that he was glad that Ripon should have
"this little piece of France with you", and that it could serve as an
earnest of the fulfilment, of the ut unum sint—the prayer of our Lord
that they all may be one. It is now in a position more worthy of its entire significance.
In the Annual Report of 2017-18, John Wimpress wrote:
“Enquiries have failed to provide an answer as to what happened
next to the Tabernacle Door. It is certainly not there now and
nobody spoken to thus far can remember having seen it. In the
light of this year being the centenary of the Armistice, any
information as to the whereabouts of this artefact or its subsequent history would be gratefully received by the Council”. JW

PROSPECT 1968-69
The Chapel of The Holy Spirit, it is hoped and expected, will be
completed and dedicated during the coming year in memory of the
late Charles Crabtree, a most especial friend of Ripon Cathedral. It will
be built, under Mr. Ward's supervision, to the design of Mr. Leslie
Durbin, and will offer scope to the Friends for association in providing
it with suitable furniture.
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1968
President : The Lord Bishop of Ripon
Chairman: The Dean of Ripon
Council:
Canon D. M. M. Bartlett
Canon J G. B. Ashworth
C. B. Hutchinson, Esq.
The Archdeacon of Richmond
Canon R Emmerson

Sir George Martin
Rev D Thomson
F Wells-Oliver Esq
Rev E A Hosband
Miss E M Walker

Hon Treasurer :
J I T Houghton Esq, Westward3 Red Hills Road, Ripon
Hon Secretaries:
Canon and Mrs Ashwood, 7, The Crescent, Ripon

OBJECTS
To promote a lively interest in the Mother Church of the Diocese. To raise
money to maintain the Fabric and improve the Furnishings of the
Cathedral. To secure the prayers of Friends for the work of the Cathedral.
TERMS OF MEMBERSHIP
Minimum Annual Subscription, 5/-. Churches, Schools and other corporate
bodies pay an annual minimum subscription of 10/-. A donation of E10
secures Life Membership of the Friends. Covenanted Subscriptions of not
less than £1 are very welcome. A Deed of Covenant can be obtained from
Mr. J. I. T. Houghton, `Wmdward', 3, Red Hills Road, Ripon.
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
If you wish to join the Friends of Ripon Cathedral, please send your subscription to the Secretary, Canon Ashworth, 7, The Crescent, Ripon, giving
your name and title and permanent address.
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FROM THE DEAN
The Friends have done so much for Ripon Cathedral in the past; and
there is such a splendid opportunity to do even more in the future—
first by just being the friends of the Cathedral in the usual meaning of
the word, by caring about its work and its worship, anxious to see it as
a focal point of Diocesan family life and witness. The Church is not
merely an ecclesiastical organisation whose life centres upon an office,
but a family with a father-in-God ; and the Cathedral is the Bishop's
Church, where God's family should indeed be 'at home'. 1972 is not far
away, the thirteenth hundredth anniversary of Saint Wilfrid's church of
which we treasure the so-called Saxon crypt. If we are to use to the
full the opportunities this great anniversary offers us, it is vital that
'the Friends' should expand and bring into their number people from
almost every parish in the diocese, so that our plans for 1972 can be
the concern, and serve the needs, not only of the city and the
Cathedral parish but of the Diocesan family as a whole, and of Church
and community beyond it. It is with this in mind that I hope we may
have a record attendance on September 20th for worship and
fellowship together, and to discover how most effectively we can go
into action with 1972 before us. We have some interesting news to
put before you about our new chapel of the Holy Spirit, and about the
plans for a memorial to Dean Hughes and all the work he did among
us. My wife and I are looking forward to meeting you in The Minster
House splendidly restored as a Deanery (and flat and office) through
the cooperation of the Historic Buildings Council, the Church Commissioners and the Chapter. I know you would like me to express our
thanks to Canon Ashworth and Mrs. Ashworth, our Secretaries, not
least for the production of the Report.
The Lord be with you.

EDWIN LE GRICE.
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1969
President : The Lord Bishop of Ripon
Chairman: The Dean of Ripon
Council:
Sir George Martin
Rev D Thomson
F Wells-Oliver Esq
Rev E A Hosband
Miss M D Gage

Canon D. M. M. Bartlett
Canon J G. B. Ashworth
C. B. Hutchinson, Esq.
The Archdeacon of Richmond
O. Errington Wilson Esq

Hon Treasurer :
J I T Houghton Esq, Westward, 3, Red Hills Road, Ripon
Hon Secretaries:
Canon and Mrs Ashwood, 7, The Crescent, Ripon
FROM THE ARCHDEACON OF RICHMOND
Last year's Notice of Meeting included, for the first time, a preface
from the Dean—an additional feature to be welcomed and to be
anticipated with pleasure in the subsequent years. It has, however,
happened that the preface to this year's Invitation and Report comes
Walter deWhile
Gray’s Tomb
from me instead because of the Dean's absence on holiday.
the
substitution must be regretted, it does at least provide a welcome
opportunity for me to record on behalf of all the Friends of Ripon
Cathedral an expression of sincere thankfulness for the Dean's
recovery from the tiresome illness that frustrated him for so many
months from last autumn until the spring of this year.
The photograph on the cover, for which we are gratefully indebted
to Mr. Leon Smallwood, recalls the life and outstanding services to
the Cathedral of the late Mr. Charles Henry Crabtree. This is not the
place, however, for a sustained particular tribute which he himself
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would have discouraged. Let me simply say what an inspiring example
bequeathed to us, and how greatly we rejoice to have him remembered
in perpetuity in the Cathedral to which he proved himself so staunch a
friend. The service of solemn consecration of this instance, thought of as
solid matter is now more rightly recognised to be a controlled tempest of
invisible forces. Something of the truth of this is presented in the Chapel
Screen, which can be visualised as an extremely close-up view of the
atomic lattice itself, the electrically-dynamic heart of matter, the startingpoint in time of the Spirit's working. Metal wrought into beautiful shapes
at the designer's will may more promptly please the eye and speak of
human prowess. Leslie Durbin's method in this new Ripon Chapel rather
lets the metal speak for itself, eloquent of the rugged—if you like the
jagged—and uncompromising independence of the whole mystery of
matter that witnesses rather to the divine prowess and confronts the
mind. The main medium for the expression of this theme is felicitously apt
to the purpose of commemorating one who so eminently served in the
world of metallurgy. Upon the tread of the step at the Chapel Gateway is
the inscription IN MEMORY OF CHARLES HENRY CRABTREE : 1880-1966.
To help with the furnishing of the Chapel, it was agreed that a sum of
£250 should be set aside. Accordingly, twenty chairs were purchased and
installed, their design identical with those supplied to Coventry Cathedral,
from the same firm, together with matching hassocks in PVC. The main
allocation of £750 was duly made over to the Dean Hughes Memorial
Fund as a contribution towards the reconstruction already mentioned.
This will be a fitting tribute to the memory of the late Dean Hughes who
so often and so feelingly expressed his longing to have the Cathedral
Forecourt made more worthy of its position, a more welcome, and
welcoming approach to the great House of God he loved.
JOHN TURNBULL : Archdeacon

Richmond, North Yorkshire
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Membership Subscriptions
Annual Membership Subscriptions since 20th July 2015 are –
Annual
£15.00 – Individual
£22.50 – Family (2 adults + 2 children under 18)
£22.50 – Associate (PCCs, schools etc.)

£37.50 – Business
Extended
£150.00 – Individual 10-year

£225.00 – Joint 10-year

Current Members
Could those of you who pay by Standing Order and operate
internet banking please check that the amount is correct, and
as necessary, increase it from the next due date.
To start paying by Standing Order, complete pages 41and 42
and return to The Friends as detailed.
If you do not do internet banking please cut out the Payment
Forms on the next two pages,.
To pay by cheque, use the page numbered 41 only and return
it to The Friends.

New Members
We welcome applications for membership - use the Payment
Forms overleaf, as directed above.
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Side 1
If paying by cheque, complete this side only
TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP (ring the appropriate type):
Annual

- £15 Individual
- £22.50 Family (2 adults + under 18s)
- £22.50 Associate (PCCs, schools etc.)
- £37.50 Business

Extended - £150 Individual 10-year

- £225 Joint 10-year
Voluntary Donation - Please treat this as a single donation: £ ...........
Title & name…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Post Code…………….........

Phone ..........…………………….............

Email………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……
Delete as necessary:
• I wish to pay by Standing Order (see over)
• I enclose a cheque payable to Friends of Ripon Cathedral to the value of £
• I agree to my name being held on the Friends computer file for purposes restricted to this organization.

• GIFT AID Please treat this and subsequent payments as Gift Aid. I confirm that I
pay Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax at least equal to the tax reclaimable
Signature……………………………………………………..

Date………………………………………………………
Registered Charity Number 1062095
Please return this form, both sides completed appropriately, to :
The Treasurer, The Friends of Ripon Cathedral, c/o The Cathedral Office,
Liberty Court House, Minster Road, Ripon, North Yorkshire HG4 1QS
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Side 2
If instructing your bank to start or amend a
Standing Order, complete both sides
TO THE MANAGER:
(Name of your bank): ....................................................................................

Bank address: ...............................................................................................

..........................................

Postcode......................

FROM: (name of your account):.....................................................................
Your bank sort-code:
Your account number

.......... – ........... – ..........
.......:..................................................

PLEASE PAY: HSBC Bank plc, 34 Westgate Ripon HG4 2BL for the credit
of The Friends of Ripon Cathedral
Sort code: 40-38-23

Account number: 30359831
The sum of £.............. now, and annually hereafter until further notice in
writing.
This notice cancels any previous order in favour of The Friends of Ripon
Cathedral
Signed: .................................................................
Date: .............................................
Please return this form, both sides completed appropriately, to :
The Treasurer, The Friends of Ripon Cathedral, c/o The Cathedral Office,
Liberty Court House, Minster Road, Ripon, North Yorkshire HG4 1QS
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Summary of Friends Contributions over the years
1941-49
Donation towards the cost of the memorial to
Dean Charles Mansfield Owen
Renewal of tracery of the SW clerestory
window
New ashlars inserted in the wall of the library
Tracery of two windows in the library
renewed : buttresses and gargoyles
Choir screen cleaned of plaster wash
1000 feet of tubular scaffolding and fittings
acquired, and its erection on the SW tower
Pilasters repaired and refixed
1950-59
£1650 towards general upkeep : replacement
of wall in chapter house with arch
£100 to restoration of the organ
£75 for Cathedral music
£78 curtains, pew runners and kneelers in
choir
Renovation of kneelers in Nave
£900 to fabric; £400 to furnishings
£350 to clear western part of All Soul’s chapel
before conversion to choir vestry
Nave altar frontal. New gold carpet and
underlay for sanctuary
Long kneeling cushions for high altar
Hassocks for chapel in north choir aisle
£100 to renew altar linen

£50 to re-writing and reframing notice board on
“The History of the Fabric”
£300 for the Sanctus bell in the new bell cote
on St Wilfrid’s tower
Repairs to priceless volumes
Cleaning of C14th alabaster reliefs
1970-79
New staging neatly storable
Cobbled and flagged forecourt to the cathedral

Flood lighting
Crypt adapted as a treasury
Repainting and gilding of high altar
Reforming of the chapel of St Wilfrid

Chairs for the choir and chapel of the Holy Spirit
Renovation of the C15th font
Cost of materials for a set of green vestments
and cream material for two new copes

£2500 towards cleaning the south wall
New frontal for nave altar
£2500 towards lighting and electrical
installations

-

1980-89
New lighting in the choir
Converting the NW tower into a book stall
Repairs and replacements to the choir library
Awards to boys leaving the choir

1960-69
Hymnbooks, prayer books; moveable oak
book cases to contain them.
New oak bookcases for the library
Cleaning of library ceiling and library
restoration
£225 to organ fund
£464 for chairs for the library

New heating chamber for gas boiler behind
apse.
Entrance and transformation of the undercroft
New stone altar in All Soul’s chapel
£4000 to the organ fund
Covers for library bookcases

Automatic electric motor for clock - SW tower
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£1890 for decoration to the Library ceiling
In 1987 Miss Hilda Wilmshurst left a trust
“money to be used on the greenery in the
church yard with particular emphasis on the
planting of trees”.
Shrubbery SW corner of the churchyard
1990-2000
Three lime trees, two walnut trees, two
whitebeams, two ornamental crab trees
planted
From Wilmshurst Trust an annual contribution
to the groundsman’s salary
Brass candlesticks, shades tables for the library
Tools, new seat, a new lawn mower
Conservation of Ripon gauntlets
Restoration of C14th alabasters
£12,500 to new work at the west front
Contribution to a new public address system
Renewal of flags
Renewal of kneelers
Tapestry cushion for the stone bench
2001-2010
Flags (2001) £567
Refreshment Tables (2001) £360
Skywinder Ladder (2001) £2,468
New “Friends” display board. £350
Bell Ropes (2003) £300
Flag (2003) £109
Contribution to restoration of alabasters £489
Floor and vesting table for Chapter House
£4,419
Nave Roof restoration £13,300
Window Guards £1,710
Floor and decoration of Library £4,989
Conservation of Victorian clergy photos
£1,043Stands for millennium cushions/art
exhibitions £2,500
Handrail and restoration of Sout Steps. £5,000
Choir Robes (2006) £1,000

Towards kitchen refurbishment at Thorpe
Prebend House £500
Flower festival Stands (2007) £810
Vergers’ uniforms (2007) £405
300 Folding chairs for Cathedral £13,165
New grass mower for churchyard £171
Fire Doors (2008) £1,702
Winch (2008) £1,530
100 Folding chairs for Cathedral £4799
New Union flag & 2 St George’s Flags for the
Tower £448
Welcome Desk & Chair (2009) £3,597
2011-16
New Chairs for the Nave £59,639
Publication of Chantries book £148
Publication of Woodcarvings book £5,460
Amplification system & hearing loop £20,706
Bechstein piano, £10,000
Towards a new Aspirated Fire Detection
System, £39,500
Completion of sound system £18,610
Carillon of bells for NW tower - £4,113 (repaid)
Underwriting Glory in Glass booklet on the
Cathedral's windows £1,885
Support for upkeep of Cathedral grounds
£2,000
CCTV system - first payment £8,500
Cleaning of the organ case £4,555
CCTV system - final payment £11,500
Conservation equipment £848
Union Flag for Cathedral £137
Digital Projector for use in nave £778
Display - Cathedral Flower Show £500
2017
New clergy vestments (copes) £11,120
2018
Cathedral Tap and Donate equipment £3,000
2019
Work on the fabric of the Cathedral and
Estate £50,000
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