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A NOTE FROM THE DEAN
I write this letter on the anniversary of the first COVID-19 lockdown. This has been
designated a National Day of Reflection. How could we have imagined, a year ago,
that we would have so much to reflect on as we approach our second Easter to be
affected by the pandemic. There has been an inordinate amount of suffering in this
country alone, quite apart from the rest of the world. The number of COVID deaths in
the UK is now more than six times the 20,000 first predicted to be the worst-case
scenario. Our hearts go out to all who have themselves suffered from COVID-19 or
who have been bereaved because of it.
At the same time, our gratitude is heart-felt for all the courage and self-sacrificing
good work that has been seen. If our faith in human nature needed restoring, then
there has been much to enable that. And the genuine care for family, neighbour and
stranger reveals more which can also encourage and cheer us. In the darkness of so
much sorrow and challenge, the bright light of people going further than the
proverbial extra mile, and communities coming together in mutual support has, for
me, been a sign of the love and close presence of God himself. It is often asked where
God is when the world is suffering; time and again people of faith see him clearly in
the thick of it. Over the year, as a cathedral, we have reflected much on the theme of
angels. Well, countless people through their kindness and charity have communicated
something of the faithfulness and love of God.
Holy Week is a timely reminder that when it comes to human suffering, God knows
what it feels like. In Christ’s Passion, the loving community which is at the very heart
of God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) experiences untold grief and torment. It used to
be regarded as an error to believe that God is capable of suffering. It seems
impossible to me to conceive of a loving God not suffering when his world
experiences so much pain. And isn’t that what Good Friday shows us so clearly?
Samuel Crossman’s wonderful hymn, My song is love unknown, reflects on the
suffering of Christ. In its conclusion, it has us sing (or would do, if we could!);

Here might I stay and sing:
no story so divine;
never was love, dear King,
never was grief like thine!
This is my Friend,
in whose sweet praise
I all my days could gladly spend.
Being reminded that Jesus, and thereby the whole Trinity, knows about human
suffering from a depth of experience, might be reassuring for any of us who feel that
we have been tested to the limits over the last twelve months.

What can also be encouraging is the faith which we proclaim at Easter when we
reflect on the empty tomb. The love of God conquers all that would seek to diminish
or destroy his glorious gift of life. The torment and disruption of the pandemic, then,
has brought home to us a significant lesson. What we hold dear in faith as Christians is
not just relevant for us as individuals but is true for the whole world and the entire
universe. The unfailing, unconquerable love of God, seen in the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, is at the heart of all things, and always will be. And so, in every
stage and circumstance of life, we can be people of hope.
Again, I find myself reflecting on another hymn which I am longing to sing in a packed
cathedral, E. L. Budry’s:

Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son,
endless is the victory, thou o’er death hast won…
We reflect on this victory over the next couple of months, as we continue to celebrate
Easter up to Ascension Day and Pentecost. Easter is, of course, the very foundation of
all our faith and hope. And it is in our Easter faith and hope that we look forward to
the emergence from lockdown and a future in which the reality of the coronavirus
doesn’t threaten us. Like our victorious saviour, whose raised body still bore the marks
of suffering, we will not be the same in the future as we were before the experience
of the last twelve months. We will be changed, the world will be changed, and our
experiences will remain part of us.
It is in genuine hope, then, that we look forward to being a renewed cathedral
community. Thankfully, we are moving forward to a fuller programme of worship
from Palm Sunday – please, see the enclosed details. It would be wonderful to see you
at one or more of these acts of worship. Please, do note, it will be necessary to
reserve a seat for the 10.30am Festal Eucharist, led by Bishop Nick, on Easter Day. For
all other services, you can simply turn up. And, if you haven’t been in the cathedral for
a long time, do be assured that COVID-19 regulations are now routine and coming to
the cathedral, either for worship or simply to visit for prayer, is as safe as it possibly
can be. We would love to see you!
This letter comes to you with my best wishes and those of all my colleagues for a
blessed Holy Week and a very happy and joyful Easter
Dean John

Giving has now been made easier with our new text to give. You can donate from as
little as £1 up to £20 direct from your mobile phone. Your donation will be added to
your phone bill or deducted from your credit. Each text costs one standard rate
message on top of your donation.
To donate towards A Wing and A Prayer text ANGEL, to donate to Ripon Cathedral in
lieu of the collection plate, text RIPONGIVE followed by your amount to 70470, e.g.
ANGEL 3 to 70470 to donate £3 towards A Wing and A Prayer.
If you would prefer to give online, you can still donate through our website at
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/139#!/DonationDetails to donate to Ripon
Cathedral and https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/12976#!/DonationDetails to donate
to A Wing and A Prayer.

NEWS FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT
In the last newsletter I enthused about what a wonderful Christmas it has been for the
music department. Holding the carol service four times enabled the choir to become
really familiar with being back in the Cathedral and the streamed carol service was
viewed over 1300 times on the Cathedral’s Youtube channel.
Little did we know then what was to come! Since Christmas day, the lay clerks have
sung one service (Epiphany 6 Jan) and the choristers none at all.
However, the choristers (both boys and girls), the junior choir and the youth choir
have continued to rehearse on zoom, consolidating familiar pieces and learning new
ones.
Everyone in the department is desperate to get back to doing what we do best, which
is enhancing the worship and the liturgy but we must wait until the time is right. This
‘waiting time’ has been most frustrating as the guidelines remained at best unclear
and pleas for clarity have not been met with alacrity by the government’s Places of
Worship Task Force.
However, we remain hopeful as we approach Easter that singing will be returning to
the worship for Holy week, Easter and beyond. The plan is to have music for much of
Holy Week and Easter day with regular Evensong returning from Tuesday 13 April.
The advert for the Director of Music appeared in the Church Times in February and
the shortlisting panel were able to choose a number whose applications were worth
pursuing and initial zoom conversations are planned. Face to face interviews will take
place at a later date when choristers and lay clerks rehearsals have been reestablished.
Further staffing changes are in the offing with Tracey Kendrick, the Cathedral Music
Outreach Coordinator, being granted ‘Leave of Absence’ for 6 months to cover a
maternity leave in a local primary school. Tracey is a great asset to the Cathedral
music department with her outreach role in local schools. However the current
restrictions and focus in schools on ‘catch up’, mean that she has been unable to
carry out her role as we would all have liked. This Leave of Absence comes at just the
right time for us both and we wish her well and can’t wait to welcome her back to
the family in the Autumn to pick up the reins with local schools. The Chapter and
Tracey have agreed that she will continue to lead both the Junior choir and youth
choir on a voluntary basis.
The Choir Association have postponed their annual quiz evening (May time), with the
hope of being able to hold it in September. The end of year summer fun day is
planned to take place in July in the Dean’s garden as usual.
Canon Michael Gisbourne

A NOTE FROM CANON AILSA
As we start the first tentative steps out of lockdown there are signs around us that
bring joy. There is the joy of new life breaking through in the signs of spring around
us. For me there is another sign of joy: parents are starting to look forward to
celebrate babies born over the last year and are asking for baptism.
There is no greater sign of new life breaking through than the new life offered though
baptism. As we pray in the baptism service:
Heavenly Father, by the power of your Holy Spirit
you give your faithful people new life in the water of baptism.
Guide and strengthen us by the same Spirit,
that we who are born again may serve you in faith and love,
and grow into the full stature of your Son, Jesus Christ.
As we come to the end of one year of pandemic, and move forward slowly it is good
to celebrate not just the opening up of our lives but the new life we have been given,
through baptism, in Christ. This year, we will be celebrating this new life on Sunday
27th June which we are keeping as Godparent Sunday. You’ll see the poster for this
service in the newsletter.
The idea of Godparent Sunday is not just to celebrate the new life we share through
baptism but also to enable godparents and godchildren to celebrate the relationship
they have been given by being together on this special day. At the service we shall
celebrate the joy that godparents and godchildren can share and we shall baptise
little Silvia Petherbridge as the newest member of the Body of Christ. It will be a
wonderful, joyful service and we’re giving you advance notice now so you can think
ahead and see if you can invite your own godchildren (whether 4 or 40!) or your own
godparents to join you. So SAVE THE DATE!
And remember, too, if you have a new member of the family you haven’t been able
to organise a baptism for because of the pandemic, don’t leave it too late to explore
available dates with Victoria in the office (email
VictoriaRichardson@riponcathedral.org.uk or phone 01765 603462)

Participating in the cathedral community
Cathedral congregations are diverse. Some people, even regular attenders, prefer to
be anonymous and simply slip in and out of services. Others like to be involved, to
know other people and to know what is going on and joining in. If you are reading
this, the chances are that you are one in the latter category. If so, we’d like to give
you some information.
First of all, one of the ways of showing you belong is to be on the cathedral’s
Electoral Roll. As in a parish church, we have a roll of all those people (over 18) who
live within the parish boundary or have worshipped here for 6 months or more. If you
haven’t filled in a form to join before, now is the time to do so, as this is the time of
year when we encourage joining up. Please see the piece below written by Hugh
Dunn, the cathedral’s Electoral Roll Officer.
You can find a form by the notice boards in the crossing if you are in the cathedral, or
you can email VictoriaRichardson@riponcathedral.org.uk and she will send you a
form.
Secondly if you like to be involved you can ‘attend’ the Annual Meeting or APCM.
This will be held on Monday 24th May at 7.30 pm. At the time of writing, we do not
know whether it will be possible to hold that in person but it is likely to have to be a
Zoom meeting. We shall be electing our churchwardens at that meeting as well as
various members of the PCC and hearing about all that has been going on in the last
year and we’re always keen to have new people involved. Watch out for further
details in the weekly e-news.
Any member of the PCC is happy to discuss what being a member involves or speak to
one of the churchwardens, Richard Knockton or Fiona Pearman or to Sarah Hobbs, the
PCC Secretary.
The PCC of Ripon Cathedral

Electoral Roll
The annual Meeting of the Cathedral Parish will be held on May 24th. Prior to that the
Electoral Roll of the Parish is brought up to date and a revised list of the membership
(names only) will be on public access in the cathedral at the notices area in the south
transept form 10th May.
Membership forms are available by the noticeboard and anyone not presently a
member who wishes to join should complete a form before 9th May. If anyone has
queries about this Canon Ailsa or Hugh Dunn, the Electoral Roll Officer, will be able to
help.

Hugh Dunn, Electoral Roll officer

When this is over

When this is over,
may we never again
take for granted
A handshake with a stranger
Full shelves at the store
Conversations with neighbours
A crowded cinema
Friday night out
The taste of communion
A routine check-up
The school rush each morning
Coffee with a friend
Each deep breath
A boring Tuesday
Life itself.
When this ends
may we find
that we have become
more like the people
we wanted to be
we were called to be
we hoped to be
and may we stay
that way — better
for each other”
Laura Kelly Fanucci

C3: CATHEDRAL COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
Ripon Cathedral is committed to supporting our community through partnerships
with local charities. That support includes both prayer and practical action.
If you want to know more about C3 and how you could be involved contact us at
C3@riponcathedral.org.uk or telephone the Cathedral Office 01765 603462.
Ripon City of Sanctuary
Thank you to all who have supported us with collections of much needed
winter clothing, items of luggage and toiletries. Huge thank you to
Cathedral School, Outwood Academy Primary Greystone and Outwood
Academy for supporting collections of toiletries, stationery and clothing.
The Ripon City of Sanctuary has resumed collecting good quality clothing for the two
regional centres in Wakefield and Hull for refugees and asylum seekers. These items
need to be in good condition, cleaned and bagged up. For more details about how
to donate, and who to contact to collect your donations go to
https://ripon.cityofsanctuary.org/ways-to-get-involved/donations-needed
There is an urgent need for the following items. Clothing including coats/jackets,
jumpers, hoodies and nightwear; Luggage including suitcases, rucksacks and holdalls;
New or nearly new shoes; New underwear for all ages including children; New
toiletries (shampoo & conditioner, deodorant and hand cream especially); Black
leggings for women and girls, in sizes from age 6 up; Baby playmats
Community Sponsorship Initiative
Community sponsorship is a powerful way to make a difference enabling a group of
local volunteers to bring a Refugee family safely here to Britain.
This government scheme will enable a Refugee family to settle locally with financial
support for one year being provided by community sponsorship. If you want to know
how you can get involved or contribute do go to our Ripon City of Sanctuary website.
This year is the 75th anniversary of Christian Aid and in this special
year the focus will be on our greatest challenge of all, the climate
crisis. In the past , we have helped people triumph in the face of
the impossible. Whatever it took, we refused to give in. And that’s as true today as it
ever was. The battle for climate justice will need us all to play our part. Ending
apartheid seemed a distant dream. Not to Christian Aid supporters. Fairtrade looked
like an impossibility. You didn’t believe it. Our broken climate? It’s almost as if
everything we have achieved together over the past 75 years has been preparing us
for the greatest of challenges.
This Lent and Easter, you can help your global neighbours who are facing the
devastating crises caused by climate change – in the midst of the worldwide
pandemic. Climate chaos is one of the greatest injustices we face. Droughts are now
more frequent and intense due to the climate crisis. Your gift could help a community
build an earth dam so when the rain does come they will have the water they need to
live. Every gift makes a difference.

Christian Aid week is 10-16 May 2021. This year donation collection will be a little
different. House to house collections will be delivery-only envelopes. If you are able
and willing to help with these in the week 10- 16 May, then please contact
Elaine Gisbourne elaine.gisbourne@phonecoop.coop or Dorothy Gray
dorothygray1152@gmail.com. If you can’t help with house-to-house deliveries, then
you can donate via the Ripon Christian Just Giving page or by e-Envelope. These
are both easy ways to donate without leaving home – and you can easily encourage
family and friends to do the same. Here is the link to the Just Giving page http://www.justgiving.com/RiponChristianAidWeek
A reminder that the Ripon YMCA could really use your help
in turning their new building into a home for young people
needing safe housing. Donating is easy, simply text
RIPONYMCA to 70085 to donate £5 . This costs £5 plus a standard rate message.
Or visit Just Giving and search for “Ripon YMCA House to Home” at
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/RiponYMCAhome
Jennyruth Workshops Life in Lockdown Project
Do you have an interesting story about your year in Lockdown? The
Jennyruth Workshops would love to include your account of the past
year in their ‘Life in Lockdown’ project. All stories will be anonymous
when published. All ages can take part! So sit down and share your
memories of one of the strangest years we’ve all experienced! Send you finished
stories to: c/o Community Action Group, Jennyruth Workshops, Red House Farm,
Bridge Hewick Ripon. HG4 5AY E: info@jennyruth.co.uk
Our partners at the Ripon Walled Garden would love it if you
would visit them and enjoy their beautiful surroundings with a take away drink and cake. In their garden centre they currently have a
wide variety of shrubs, compost and mulch available, and from May
there will be a wide range of bedding plants. Their beautiful
hanging baskets will be ready from the middle of May. Remember
that every pound you spend at the Walled Garden will be helping
to support those with learning difficulties.
The Salvation Army have started a new food parcel distribution
programme from their Lead Lane centre, and your Food Bank
contributions will be helping this effort.
Items always needed include:
UHT milk; prepared custard and rice pudding; tinned fruit; tinned meats and
vegetables; tinned and instant potatoes; sachets of rice and noodles; jam and
marmalade; instant coffee; non-bio washing powder; and all sizes of nappies.
A basket for your donations can be found at the main entry to the Cathedral, or you
can leave them at the Salvation Army centre in Lead Lane on Mondays, Tuesdays and
Wednesdays from 9am to 3pm.

