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A NOTE FROM THE DEAN 

Congregational Singing!  
With the further easing of Covid restrictions coming at a time when there is a general 
acceptance of the need to be cautious and vigilant, we are asking all visitors to the 
cathedral to wear a facemask while walking around. When sitting, including when 
taking part in an act of worship, there is no expectation that a facemask will be worn, 
though people are free to do so if they wish. From the last Sunday of July, 
congregational singing returns to our worship! I know that many of you will want to 
come and sing Alleluia to that!  
 
Cathedral Choir holidays and visiting choirs 
Congregational singing doesn’t diminish our need for choirs, of course. On the second 
Sunday of July, Ripon Cathedral Choir came to the end of another incredible choir 
year, the second to be affected by COVID and the associated restrictions. It was even 
more remarkable, then, that there was so much to celebrate as Zara, Ethan, Crystal, 
Archie and Sophie took their leave and as we celebrated the contribution of all staff 
and choristers to the worship and life of the cathedral.  

It has been wonderful to see the choir regain its confidence so swiftly after such a 
long period when the choristers were not singing together. Sadly we won’t see Mr 
Coxhead when they all return in September, though we are delighted that he will be 
taking up a choral conducting course at the Royal Academy of Music. We wish him 
well.  

The choir summer break, along with the high number of holiday-makers who are 
visiting the cathedral at the moment, shows clearly that we are well into ‘summer 
mode’. This will include welcoming visiting choirs to help support our worship. Full 
details of the Sunday worship and music through August can be found on the pages 
below.  

Lammas Day and Yorkshire Day 
These details remind us that we celebrate Lammas Day, and Yorkshire Day! on 
Sunday, 1st August. Please, do join us at 3.30pm for the special Lammas service, 
marking God’s gift of the first fruits of the harvest, We are joined by the Lord 
Lieutenant of North Yorkshire and civic and community representatives from across 
the region. Hopefully, we will be able to enjoy refreshments outside the cathedral 
after the service.  
 

North Yorkshire Rural Commission report 
The North Yorkshire Rural Commission, which I have been privileged to chair, has 
recently published its report at the Great Yorkshire Show. Nearly two years of taking 
evidence and processing information gave us an incredible insight into some of the 
issues facing rural life, and the challenging underlying problems that cause them. This 
is the first time such a commission has been created, and North Yorkshire County 
Council must be given the credit for taking that initiative, being generous in 
resourcing it, and being brave enough to leave us to be totally independent.  



We know from the Book of Proverbs that ‘for the want of vision the people perish’. 
Well, the commission’s vision for rural North Yorkshire is: to be beautiful, connected 
and to embrace the future.  This, along with many recommendations, is unpacked in 
the report, Rural North Yorkshire: The way forward. In this we share findings and 
recommendations among the following key areas: rural economy, energy transition, 
digital connectivity, farming and land management, rural schools, education and 
training, rural housing, and rural transport. In addition, there are the same four key - 
cross-cutting themes: devolution and levelling up, leadership and an advisory task 
force, community, and the missing generation. All of this is within the context of the 
huge opportunities open to North Yorkshire by responding to climate change.  
As a cathedral, we see our engagement with rural communities and their issues as 
central to our mission to help grow God’s kingdom. The next time that the 
commissioners come together with senior representatives of North Yorkshire County 
Council and many other key regional organisations will be at the meeting of the Ripon 
Cathedral Rural Forum early in September.  
 

Please, pray for all of those who are working hard to help the people and 
communities of North Yorkshire to flourish; and pray that all parts of the county will 
pull together to ensure it remains beautiful, becomes well connected, and embraces 
the future with enthusiasm and hope.   
 

You can read the full report and executive summary at www.northyorks.gov.uk/north-
yorkshire-rural-commission 
 

Bishop Nick’s leadership 
Throughout the pandemic, the leadership and support that Bishop Nick has given to 
the diocese through his letters to the clergy has been hugely appreciated. Below is a 
recent pastoral letter from him and his area bishops to all the people of the diocese. 
We pray for the bishops as they seek to provide leadership and pastoral support.   
 

SCIE Safeguarding Audit 
Our SCIE (Social Care Institute for Excellence) safeguarding audit took place on 20 to 
22 of July. This is part of a process by which all dioceses and cathedrals within the 
Church of England are being audited and enabled to develop further their 
safeguarding policies and procedures to ensure the Church can be welcome and 
inclusive as well as safe. I am extremely grateful to those people who completed and 
returned questionnaires, everyone who met with the auditors, and those who worked 
hard in preparation, especially Canon Ailsa, Julia Barker (director of operations), Fiona 
Gillies (cathedral secretary), and Darcy Allen (cathedral children’s and family worker).  
 

All of us who met with our auditors, Sally Halls and Simon Bayliss, will, I am sure, agree 
that they engaged thoroughly, paid real attention, and provided helpful and 
encouraging insight during their time with us. We are grateful for what they are 
contributing to the cathedral through this process and we very much look forward to 
receiving their draft report in August. The final report will be published on our website 
in the autumn.  

With every blessing    Dean John 

http://www.northyorks.gov.uk/north-yorkshire-rural-commission
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A PASTORAL LETTER FROM THE BISHOP  
AND AREA BISHOPS  

 
To all churches and parishes in the Diocese of Leeds 
 
As you know, the government lifted pandemic restrictions from 19 July. Whilst 
welcomed by many, this has also caused apprehension for many others. Emergence 
was always going to prove challenging as responsibility would shift from edict to local 
choice. 
 
It is evident from communication I and my colleagues are getting that there is anxiety 
around about our current uncertainties and where responsibility lies for elements of 
responding to the relaxation of these pandemic restrictions. This focuses particularly 
where there is a dispute between those who wish to “go back to normal now” and 
those who are more cautious amid the ongoing risks and uncertainties ahead. 
 
Responsibility for decisions about local arrangements will fall on the incumbent and 
PCC. We urge you to move slowly, step by step, being careful to love your neighbour 
and seek to protect the vulnerable. In particular, we urge that you continue to receive 
Communion as we have done for the last eighteen months while we monitor change 
and public health risk. It is not clear that we are on an ever-rising trajectory to 
‘freedom’; people on all sides of the political divides are worried about further 
restrictions or lockdowns in the autumn and winter, and that will be harder to 
manage than taking it slowly now. 
 
In his letter to the church in Philippi Paul urges his readers to “look not only to your 
own interests, but to the interests of others” (2:4). This means possibly sacrificing our 
own ‘rights’ on the altar of other people’s needs. 
 
Please consider also the particular pressures upon clergy and lay leaders at this time 
as they seek to do what is right and (pastorally) best for all. Uncertainty is always 
difficult to navigate; we need to hold together as we do it. 
 
Your bishops and their colleagues pray for you. Your archdeacons and area deans are 
ready to support you in your decision making. But, in all things be patient, kind and 
generous as we seek to be faithful to Christ and to one another in the months ahead. 
 
In Christ who set our pattern. 
 
The bishops of Leeds, Kirkstall, Wakefield, Huddersfield, Ripon and Bradford 
 





 

 



 



 
 
 
 



 



CATHEDRAL GIFT SHOP 
 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-5pm; Sun 12-5pm. Tel: 01765 601347  
 

Hot off the press new releases from SPCK available now in the gift shop. 
 

BOOK REVIEWS 
 
The Robot will see you now   £14.99 
 

The last decade has seen dramatic 
advances in artificial intelligence and 
robotics technology, raising tough 
questions that need to be addressed. The 
Robot Will See You Now considers how 
Christians can respond to these issues – and 
flourish – in the years ahead. 
 
Contributions from a number of 
international experts, including editors John 
Wyatt and Stephen Williams, explore a 
range of social and ethical issues raised by 
recent advances in AI and robotics. 
Considering the role of artificial intelligence 
in areas such as medicine, employment and 
security, the book looks at how AI is 
perceived as well as its actual impact on 
human interactions and relationships. 
 
Alongside are theological responses from an 
orthodox Christian perspective. Looking at 
how artificial intelligence and robotics may 
be considered in the light of Christian 

doctrine, The Robot Will See You Now offers a measured, thoughtful view on how 
Christians can understand and prepare for the challenges posted by the development 
of AI. 
 

This is a book for anyone who is interested in learning more about how AI and robots 
have advanced in recent years, and anyone who has wondered how Christian 
teaching relates to artificial intelligence. Whatever your level of technical 
knowledge, The Robot Will See You Now will give you a thorough understanding of AI 
and equip you to respond to the challenges it poses with confidence and faith. 



 
Candles in the dark  £9.99 
 
 
‘As we contemplate the coming months, not knowing when we can breathe 
again, it’s worth thinking about how already the foundations have been laid for 
whatever new opportunities God has for us on the far side of this crisis.’ 
 

 
 
Rowan Williams offers these words of 
wisdom and many more in Candles in 
the Dark. This powerful and timely 
book brings together the 26 weekly 
Christian meditations originally 
posted online from March to 
September 2020, during lockdown in 
the first wave of the Covid-19 
pandemic, for the congregation of his 
local parish church. 
 
 
Candles in the Dark is a lovely 
Christian book of comfort for anyone 
looking for the light in these dark 
times. Written with warmth and 
compassion, these meditations offer 
us hope and encouragement as we 
continue to endure the most 
devastating and disturbing world 
crisis for over a generation. They will 
leave you spiritually uplifted and with 
a strengthened faith to guide you 
through whatever may come. 



NEWS FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
 

The Cathedral choir finished for the summer on Sunday 11 July with a couple of 
wonderful services and thanks offered to those who were leaving formally this 
summer. There were five Choristers leaving and each was publicly thanked by the 
Dean that day – although we hope that one or two of them may stay with the 
choristers a little longer to mentor the younger ones. Some of them may also 
graduate to the Youth Choir, Unity Voices. 
 

We were also able to say a formal goodbye to our Assistant Organist, Tom Coxhead, 
as he leaves this summer to take up place at the Royal Academy of Music to study 
choral conducting. We wish Tom well, and again the Dean publicly thanked him for 
all he has given to Ripon Cathedral both in the last two years and even before that as 
organ scholar. Given Tom’s relationship with Ripon Cathedral, it was no surprise that 
the Lay Clerks gave him a Boomerang as a humorous leaving gift. 
 

This summer we are planning on moving back to congregational singing and hoping 
that that remains. We are also hoping to welcome a number of visiting choirs to 
complement our Sunday worship, subject to COVID guidance. It was disappointing 
that our first visiting choir from the Tiffin Boys school in London had to cancel at the 
last minute as the treble line were forced to isolate after one of them had contracted 
COVID.  We are grateful to the choirs which have committed to making all the 
arrangements to come here this summer.  Particularly for being willing to make music 
for us under the restrictions they now have to sing under, in order for us to allow it to 
happen safely. 
 

We do hope that all the members of the music dept get a good rest over the summer 
break and then with recharged batteries they can all come back to enable our 
worship to reach new heights as music enhances our worship.  Canon Michael 
 

NEWS FROM THE CANON PASTOR 
 

In the midst of the heat of July it is hard to remember that autumn 
cannot be far behind. But it is! So I just wanted to flag up some 
things that you might be interested in which will be coming up in 
the autumn in The Way at Ripon Cathedral programme. 
This will include a course through the autumn (both in person, we 
hope, and on Zoom) called Living in Love and Faith. A national 
programme in the Church of England, it aims to help us explore 
how people with diverse views in the church can listen to one 

another respectfully, honouring difference where necessary, particularly on issues 
around sexuality. We’ll also be providing opportunities for those who engaged with 
the Rhythm of Life material in Lent to take that further and to enable others to join in 
as well. 
So watch out for more details in the September/October newsletter and in posters 
and fliers around the cathedral. Meanwhile I wish you a safe and happy August. 

Canon Ailsa 



 

C3: CATHEDRAL COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
 

Ripon Cathedral is committed to supporting our community through partnerships 
with local charities.  That support includes both prayer and practical action. 
If you want to know more about C3 and how you could be involved contact us at    
C3@riponcathedral.org.uk or telephone the Cathedral Office 01765 603462.   
 
C3:Cathedral Community Connections will be serving the refreshments after the 

Sunday 10:30 Eucharist on Sunday, 12th September.  On that 
occasion there will also be a cake stall to raise money for the City of 
Sanctuary’s Community Sponsorship programme.  Come along and 
find out more about C3 and our partners, and enjoy a bit of cake! 
 

A new Unity Service will be held on Saturday, 18th 
September at 2pm.  This is an opportunity for all of our C3 
community partners to come together to get to know one 

another and to meet members of the Cathedral family.  This will be an informal 
service, with a tea party afterwards. All members of the congregation are invited to 
come along and join with our partners in this community service. 
 

Our next "Live" event will be a Harvest supper on 25 
September. There will be entertainment a quiz and raffle as well 
as food and drinks. Save the date and watch for details of where 
to get tickets as places will be limited 

 
It is never too early to think about Christmas!  The Walled Garden is 
asking the Cathedral congregation for help in making Christmas 
Wreaths to sell at the Garden.  There will be a workshop to make 
wreaths on Saturday, 4th December.   All materials and yummy 
refreshments provided. The spaces are limited so please contact 
Anne-Marie (602129) if you are interested in reserving a place.   

mailto:C3@riponcathedral.org.uk


 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Giving has now been made easier with our new text to give. You can donate from as 
little as £1 up to £20 direct from your mobile phone. Your donation will be added to 
your phone bill or deducted from your credit. Each text costs one standard rate 
message on top of your donation. 
 
To donate towards A Wing and A Prayer text ANGEL, to donate to Ripon Cathedral in 
lieu of the collection plate, text RIPONGIVE followed by your amount to 70450, e.g. 
ANGEL 3 to 70470 to donate £3 towards A Wing and A Prayer. 
 
If you would prefer to give online, you can still donate through our website at 
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/139#!/DonationDetails to donate to Ripon 
Cathedral and https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/12976#!/DonationDetails to donate 
to A Wing and A Prayer.

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/139#!/DonationDetails
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/12976#!/DonationDetails


 

 



DETAILS OF SERVICES  
 

SUNDAY 1ST AUGUST 
NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 
8.00 am Holy Eucharist (1662 Book of Common Prayer)  
    President &  Preacher:  Canon Ailsa Newby 
    
9.30 am Morning Prayer  Psalm 86 

10.30am Sung Eucharist   sung by visiting choir, Octavo Consort 
 

President: Canon Barry Pyke 
Preacher:  Canon Michael Gisbourne 

   
   

12.30 pm Holy Eucharist (1662 BCP) President: Canon Barry Pyke 
 
3.30 pm Lammas Day Service  sung by visiting choir, Octavo Consort  

Preacher:  Right Reverend Dr John Thomson, Bishop of Selby 
 

5.30 pm   Evening Prayer    
 

 

DIARY FOR THE WEEK 
MONDAY 2ND TO SATURDAY 7TH AUGUST 

 
Morning Prayer:               Monday to Saturday at 8.30am 
Evening Prayer:                Monday - Friday 6.00pm;   
Choral Evensong:             Saturday 5.30pm sung by visiting choir, Voces Seraphorum 

 

Monday 12 noon The Eucharist President: The Dean 
Tuesday 12 noon The Eucharist President: Rt Rev’d Clive Handford 
Wednesday 12 noon The  Eucharist  President: Canon Michael Gisbourne 
Thursday 12 noon The Eucharist President: Canon Wendy Wilby 
Friday 12 noon The Eucharist President: Rev’d Lynn Thorius 
Saturday 12 noon The Eucharist President: Canon Barry Pyke 



 
SUNDAY 8TH AUGUST 

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
 

8.00 am Holy Eucharist (1662 Book of Common Prayer)  
    President &  Preacher:  Canon Barry Pyke 
    
9.30 am Morning Prayer  Psalm 90 

10.30am Sung Eucharist   sung by visiting choir, Voces Seraphorum 
 

President: Canon Wendy Wilby 
Preacher:  Venerable Anne Dawtry,  
Archdeacon of Halifax 

   
   

12.30 pm  Holy Eucharist (1662 BCP) President: Canon Michael Gisbourne 
 
 

1.15pm  Holy Baptism Oliver Lee   Officiant;  Canon Barry Pyke 
 
 

3.30 pm   Evensong    sung by visiting choir, Voces Seraphorum 
 

Responses Ayleward Office Hymn:    475             Psalm: 91 [1-12] 
Setting Evening Service in D Brewer 
Anthem Glorious in heaven Whitlock 
Voluntary Handel in the Strand Grainger arr. Stockmeier 

 

 

DIARY FOR THE WEEK 
MONDAY 9TH TO SATURDAY 14TH AUGUST 

 
Morning Prayer:               Monday to Saturday at 8.30am 
Evening Prayer:                Monday – Friday 6.00pm;   
Choral Evensong:             Saturday 5.30pm sung by visiting choir, Laus Deo 
 
Monday 12 noon The Eucharist President: Canon Michael Gisbourne 
Tuesday 12 noon The Eucharist President: Venerable Clive Mansell 
Wednesday 12 noon The  Eucharist  President: Rev’d Alison Askew 
Thursday 12 noon The Eucharist President: Rev’d Canon Richard Cooper 
Friday 12 noon The Eucharist President: Canon Barry Pyke 
Saturday 12 noon The Eucharist President: Rev’d Canon John Colston 



 
SUNDAY 15TH AUGUST 

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
 

8.00 am Holy Eucharist (1662 Book of Common Prayer) begins on pg. 237 
    President &  Preacher:  Canon Michael Gisbourne 
    
9.30 am Morning Prayer  Psalm 98 

10.30am Sung Eucharist   sung by visiting choir, Laus Deo 
 

President: Canon Michael Gisbourne 
Preacher:  Venerable Clive Mansell 

   
   

12.30 pm  Holy Eucharist (1662 BCP) President:  Reverend Cliff Bowman 
 

1.15pm  Holy Baptism Rosie Flynn Officiant;  Canon Michael Gisbourne 
 

3.30 pm   Evening Prayer 
 

 
DIARY FOR THE WEEK 

MONDAY 16TH TO SATURDAY 21ST AUGUST 
 
Morning Prayer:               Monday to Saturday at 8.30am 
Evening Prayer:                Monday – Friday 6.00pm;   
Choral Evensong:             Saturday 5.30pm sung by visiting choir, Leicester Church  

   Music Concert 

 

Monday 12 noon The Eucharist President: Rev’d Myra Shackley 
Tuesday 12 noon The Eucharist President: Rev’d Lynn Thorius 
Wednesday 12 noon The  Eucharist  President: Rev’d Alison Askew 
Thursday 12 noon The Eucharist President: Rev’d Cliff Bowman 
Friday 12 noon The Eucharist President: Canon Ailsa Newby 
Saturday 12 noon The Eucharist President: Canon Barry Pyke 



SUNDAY 22ND AUGUST 
TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 

8.00 am  Holy Eucharist (1662 Book of Common Prayer)  
    President &  Preacher:  The Dean 
    
9.30 am Morning Prayer  Psalm 115 

10.30am Sung Eucharist   sung by visiting choir, Leicester Church Music Consort 
 

President: The Dean 
Preacher:  Canon Barry Pyke 

   
   

12.30 pm  Holy Eucharist (1662 BCP) President: Canon Ailsa Newby 
 
 

3.30 pm   Evensong    sung by visiting choir, Leicester Church Music Consort 
Responses Ayleward Office Hymn:    239             Psalm: 116 [11-end] 
Setting Evening Service in C Stanford 
Anthem Locus iste Bruckner 

 

 

DIARY FOR THE WEEK 
MONDAY 23RD TO SATURDAY 28TH AUGUST 

 

Morning Prayer:               Monday to Saturday at 8.30am 
Evening Prayer:                Tuesday - Friday 6.00pm;   
Choral Evensong:             Monday 6.00pm sung by visiting choir, Brentwood School  

   Chamber Choir 
   Saturday 5.30pm sung by visiting choir, Caelestis 

Monday 12 noon The Eucharist President: The Dean 
Tuesday 12 noon The Eucharist President: Canon Barry Pyke 
Wednesday 12 noon The  Eucharist  President: Rev’d Canon John Colston 
Thursday 12 noon The Eucharist President: Rev’d John Bennett 
Friday 12 noon The Eucharist President: Rev’d Simon Gurd 
Saturday 12 noon The Eucharist President: Canon Barry Pyke 
 

SUNDAY 29TH AUGUST THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

8.00 am  Eucharist (1662) President & Preacher: Canon Ailsa Newby 
9.30 am   Morning Prayer 
10.30 am  Sung Eucharist sung by visiting choir, Caelestis 

President; Canon Ailsa Newby 
Preacher:  The Dean 

12.30 pm   Eucharist (1662)  President: Canon Barry Pyke 
3.30 pm  Evensong sung by visiting choir, Caelestis  


