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Welcome to Ripon Cathedral 
Welcome to Ripon Cathedral for this act of worship. Christian worship has taken 
place on this site since St Wilfrid founded the Cathedral in 672 AD. The cathedral 
crypt is the oldest part of any English cathedral and regular prayer has taken 
place there for almost 1350 years. 
 

Built on the firm foundation of that heritage, the Cathedral today continues to 
proclaim the Christian faith, with daily prayer and active service in Jesus’ name. 
 

If you would like to find out more about how the cathedral community is seeking 
to grow God’s Kingdom in this 21st century, please visit our website. Regular 
updates of all that we are involved in and our worship are posted on our 
Facebook page and we tweet regularly using “@riponcathedral”. 
 

Sitting, kneeling, standing 
As human beings, we worship with our bodies as well as through our music and 
prayers. This order of service invites you to sit, kneel or stand as appropriate. Please 
see these as merely invitations and adopt the posture you find most comfortable. 
 

Coronavirus 
Ripon Cathedral continues to follow the guidance issued by the national church, 
which is regularly updated to take account of the most recent government 
advice. Consequently, it has been decided to continue to suspend the common 
cup (the chalice) at the administration of holy communion. 

 

Following the Government’s advice, the wearing of masks is 
compulsory unless you fall into an exempt category. 

 

Large print versions of the Order of Service are 
available. Please ask those who welcomed you if 
you would like one. 
 

An induction loop system is also in operation for hearing aid users.  
 

Please switch off your mobile phone before the service begins.  
Photography and video/audio recording by members of the congregation is not 
permitted during the service. 
 

Common Worship:  Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is included 
in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council. All hymns covered by the Christian 
Copyright Licensing have been reproduced under CCL Licence no 97098. 
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Welcome to this Service 
We welcome you to this act of worship. Whatever has brought you here today, 
we trust that you will find yourself more aware of God through the words, 
prayers and music. 
 

Today the whole Church celebrates the Baptism of Jesus as a young man at the 
hands of John the Baptist in the river Jordan.  Water is sprinkled on us from our 
font today as a reminder of our own baptism.  We are the body of Christ now, 
continuing his work of touching and transforming lives and communities with 
his love and bringing his healing, forgiveness and compassion to our needy 
world.  May our celebration encourage all of us in our ministry and mission as 
2022 begins. 
 

About this service 
The President is the Revd Canon Ailsa Newby, Canon Pastor. 
 

The Preacher is the Revd Canon Michael Gisbourne, Canon Precentor. 
 

The service is sung by the lay clerks of the cathedral choir and the Mass setting 
is the Communion Service in F by Harold Darke (1888-1976). 
 

The Cathedral bells are rung by the Ripon Cathedral Guild of Bellringers. 
 

The flower display is kindly provided by the Ripon Cathedral Flower Guild. 
 

Children at Ripon Cathedral 
Children’s church is for primary school aged children from the age of 6 and 
Little Children’s Church for babies and small children. Both groups meet in the 
rooms beneath the Chapter House. Please ask select vestry for directions. 
 

Giving to support the work of the Cathedral 
Stewardship of all the gifts that God has given is a part of Christian discipleship. 
Giving is a part of that, and the support of charities and the church is an 
important part of that in terms of time, talent and money. We would 
encourage you in your stewardship, offering the following easy ways to support 
the work of the Cathedral; 

• use the collection bags or plates; 

• use the credit / debit card terminals by the west door; 

• for bank transfers Account Name: The Chapter of Ripon Cathedral 
Sort Code: 40 38 23 Account Number: 91067737 

• use this QR Code: 
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Words of welcome are given by a member of the clergy. 
 

The Gathering 
 

Processional Hymn 
 

  Crown him with many crowns, 
  the Lamb upon his throne; 
  hark!  how the heavenly anthem drowns 
  all music but its own: 
  awake, my soul, and sing 
  of him who died for thee, 
  and hail him as thy matchless King 
  through all eternity. 
 

  Crown him the Virgin’s Son, 
  the God incarnate born, 
  whose arm those crimson trophies won 
  which now his brow adorn: 
  fruit of the mystic Rose, 
  as of that Rose the Stem; 
  the Root whence mercy ever flows, 

 the Babe of Bethlehem. 
 

 Crown him the Lord of love! 
  Behold his hands and side, 

 rich wounds yet visible above 
 in beauty glorified: 

  no angel in the sky 
 can fully bear that sight, 
 but downward bends his burning eye 

  at mysteries so bright. 
 

 Crown him the Lord of peace, 
 whose power a sceptre sways 

  from pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
 absorbed in prayer and praise: 

  his reign shall know no end, 
 and round his piercèd feet 
 fair flowers of paradise extend 
 their fragrance ever sweet. 
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 Crown him the Lord of years, 
 the Potentate of time, 
 Creator of the rolling spheres, 
 ineffably sublime. 
 Glassed in a sea of light, 
 where everlasting waves 

  reflect his throne—the Infinite! 
 who lives—and loves—and saves. 

NEH 352 
Words: Matthew Bridges (1800-1894) 

Music: DIADEMATA George Elvey (1816-1893) 
 

The Greeting 
 

President  In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

All  Amen. 
 

President Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe! 
All From the rising of the sun to its setting 

your name is proclaimed in all the world. 
 

President The Lord of glory be with you. 
All  The Lord bless you. 
 

Introduction 
 

President  At our Lord’s baptism in the river Jordan 
God showed himself to all who have eyes to see 
  and ears to hear. 
The Father spoke from heaven, the Spirit descended as a dove 
and Jesus was anointed with power from on high. 
Here is the door of faith, 
through which we enter the kingdom of heaven. 

 

As children of God, we are adopted as his sons and daughters, 
and called to proclaim the wonders of him 
who called us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
Today we renew our own baptismal promises, praying for God’s 
strength to follow Jesus more faithfully in all we say and do. 
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Gloria 
 

Choir  Glory be to God on high, 
and in earth peace, good will towards men. 
We praise thee, we bless thee, 
we worship thee, we glorify thee, 
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory 

 

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesu Christ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
have mercy upon us. 
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
have mercy upon us. 

 

For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; 
thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect 

President  Let us pray that we may be faithful to our baptism. 

Eternal Father, 
who at the baptism of Jesus 
revealed him to be your Son, 
anointing him with the Holy Spirit: 
grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, 
that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 
 

Please sit. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Old Testament Reading 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

Thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be 
burned, and the flame shall not consume you.  For I am the LORD your God, 
the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and 
Seba in exchange for you. Because you are precious in my sight, and honoured, 
and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. 
Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and 
from the west I will gather you; I will say to the north, ‘Give them up’, and to 
the south, ‘Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters 
from the end of the earth – everyone who is called by my name, whom I 
created for my glory, whom I formed and made.’ 

Isaiah 43.1-7 

   This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand. 
 

Gradual Hymn  
 

The sinless one to Jordan came 
To share our fallen nature’s blame; 
God’s righteousness he thus fulfilled 
And chose the path his Father willed. 

 

Uprising from the waters there, 
The voice from heaven did witness bear 
That he, the Son of God, had come 
To lead his scattered people home. 

 

Above him see the heavenly Dove, 
The sign of God the Father’s love, 
Now by the Holy Spirit shed 
Upon the Son’s anointed head. 

 
 



8 

 

How blest that mission then begun 
To heal and save a race undone; 
Straight to the wilderness he goes 
To wrestle with his people’s foes. 
 

Dear Lord, let those baptized from sin 
Go forth with you, a world to win, 
And send the Holy Spirit’s power 
To shield them in temptation’s hour. 
 

On you shall all your people feed 
And know you are the Bread indeed, 
Who gives eternal life to those 
That with you died, and with you rose. 

NEH 58 (tune 388) 
Words: G. B. Timms (1910-1998) 

Music: TRURO Psalmodia Evangelica 1789 
 

The Gospel 
 

Deacon  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
All  Glory to you O Lord.  
 

In the wilderness John proclaimed a baptism of repentance. As the people were 
filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, ‘I 
baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and 
to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.’ Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus 
also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy 
Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from 
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 

Luke 3. 15-17, 21-22 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The Sermon 
 

Please sit at the invitation of the preacher. 
 

At the end of the sermon, the clergy gather around the font in front of the crib. 
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Renewal of baptism Vows 
 

President In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. 

 Therefore I ask: 
 

 Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 
All I reject them. 

President Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 
All I renounce them. 

President Do you repent of the sins that separate us  
from God and neighbour? 

All I repent of them. 

President Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 
All I turn to Christ. 

President Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 
All I submit to Christ. 

President Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 
All I come to Christ. 
 

Water is poured into the Font. 
 

President  God in Christ gives us water welling up for eternal life. 

With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 
All  Lord, give us this water and we shall thirst no more. 
 

President  Praise God who made heaven and earth, 
All  who keeps his promise for ever. 
 

President  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

President It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, 
at all times to give you thanks and praise, 
for today the grace of the Holy Spirit 
in the form of a dove descended upon the waters. 

All Today the sun that never sets has risen 
and the world is filled with splendour 
by the light of the Lord. 
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President Today the clouds drop down upon all people 
the dew of righteousness from on high. 

All Today the Uncreated of his own will 
accepts the laying on of hands from his own creature. 

 

President Today the waters of the Jordan 
are transformed for healing by the coming of the Lord 

All Today the blinding mist of the world is dispersed 
 by the Epiphany of our God. 
 

President Today things above keep feast with things below, 
and things below commune with things above. 

 

 Therefore, heavenly Father, accept our sacrifice of praise, 
and by the power of your life-giving Spirit + 
sanctify these waters of your new creation, 
that we, with all who have been born anew 
by water and the Spirit, may be renewed in your image, 
walk by the light of faith, and serve you in newness of life. 
Through your anointed Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
we lift our voices of praise: 

All  Blessed be God, our strength and our salvation, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Please sit. 

Prayer of Intercession 
 

Intercessor  Today we rejoice and give thanks because your Son humbled 
himself to be baptized in the Jordan. 
Through the waters you have given us the mystery of baptism 
for the remission of our sins. 
 

  From all our sins, O Lord: 
All  wash us, and we shall be clean. 
 

Intercessor  Through water and Spirit 
you give us new life as the people of God, 
and pour out upon us the gifts of your new covenant. 

  We pray that the baptized may be faithful to Christ and reflect 
his love and life. 
 

  From all our sins, O Lord: 
All  wash us, and we shall be clean. 
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Intercessor  Almighty God, 
in our baptism you have consecrated us 
to be temples of your Holy Spirit. 
May we, whom you have counted worthy, 
nurture your indwelling Spirit with a lively faith, 
and worship you with upright lives; 
through Jesus Christ. 

All  Amen. 
 

The water is sprinkled over the people. 
 

President  ‘Come,’ say the Spirit and the Bride. 
‘Come forward, you who are thirsty, 
receive the water of life, 
the free gift to all who desire it.’ 
May almighty God have mercy on you, 
forgive you your sins, 
and bring you to everlasting life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 

Please stand. 
 

Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
 

President  God has made us one in Christ. 
He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come, 
has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  and also with you. 
 

Deacon  Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

We exchange warm greetings with those nearest us. 
 

Preparation of the Altar 
 

The table is prepared, the bread and wine are placed on it. The Altar is censed. 
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Offertory Hymn 
 

During this hymn a collection is taken. 
 

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed! 
Great David’s greater Son; 
Hail, in the time appointed, 
His reign on earth begun! 
He comes to break oppression, 
To set the captive free; 
To take away transgression, 
And rule in equity. 

 

He comes with succour speedy 
To those who suffer wrong; 
To help the poor and needy, 
And bid the weak be strong; 
To give them songs for sighing, 
Their darkness turn to light, 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, 
Were precious in his sight. 

 

He shall come down like showers 
Upon the fruitful earth, 
And love, joy, hope, like flowers, 
Spring in his path to birth: 
Before him on the mountains 
Shall peace the herald go; 
And righteousness in fountains 
From hill to valley flow. 

 

Kings shall fall down before him, 
And gold and incense bring; 
All nations shall adore him, 
His praise all people sing; 
To him shall prayer unceasing 
And daily vows ascend; 
His kingdom still increasing, 
A kingdom without end. 
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O’er every foe victorious, 
He on his throne shall rest, 
From age to age more glorious, 
All-blessing and all-blest: 
The tide of time shall never 
His covenant remove; 
His name shall stand for ever; 
That name to us is Love. 

NEH 55 
Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854) 

Music: CRŰGER Chorale by J. Crüger (1598-1662) 
 

Prayer at the Preparation of the Altar 
 

President  Open the heavens Lord our God, 
 and send your transforming Spirit 

  on us and on these gifts.  
  May we who are baptized into Christ 
  be ready to share his cup of suffering 
  and strengthened to serve him for ever.  
All  Amen. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

President  The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you. 
 

President  Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

President  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

President  It is truly right and just, 
 our duty and our salvation, 
 always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
 holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
 You celebrated your new gift of baptism 
 in signs and wonders at the Jordan. 

 

 Your voice was heard from heaven 
 to awaken faith in the presence among us 
 of your Word made flesh. 
 Your Spirit was seen as a dove, 
 revealing Jesus as your servant, 
 and anointing him with the oil of gladness 
 to preach the good news to the poor. 

 

 Therefore, as we celebrate the union of earth and heaven, 
 we rejoice to echo the song of the angels in heaven 
 for ever praising you and singing: 

 

  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts, 
  heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
  Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. Amen. 
  Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
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President  Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
 through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
 and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
 grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
 these gifts of bread and wine 
 may be to us his body and his blood; 
 

 Who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
 took bread and gave you thanks; 
 he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; 
 do this in remembrance of me. 
 

 In the same way, after supper 
 he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
 he gave it to them, saying: 
 Drink this, all of you; 
 this is my blood of the new covenant, 
 which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Do this, as often as you drink it, 
 in remembrance of me. 
 

 Therefore, heavenly Father, 
 we remember his offering of himself 
 made once for all upon the cross; 
 we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
 we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
 and with this bread and this cup 
 we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 

Deacon  Jesus Christ is Lord. 
 

All  Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
  You have set us free. 
  You are the Saviour of the world. 
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President  Accept through him, our great high priest, 
  this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
  and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
  in the presence of your divine majesty, 
  renew us by your Spirit, 
  inspire us with your love 
  and unite us in the body of your Son, 
  Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

  Through him, and with him, and in him, 
  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
  with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
  we worship you, Father almighty, 
  in songs of everlasting praise: 
 

All  Blessing and honour and glory and power 
  be yours for ever and ever. 
  Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

  Believing the promises of God, 
  let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 
 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 

  for ever and ever. 
  Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break the bread of life, 
and that life is the light of the world. 

All  God here among us, light in the midst of us, 
bring us to light and life. 

 

The Giving of Communion 
 

President Draw near with faith,  
receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 

  which he gave for you. 
  Eat in remembrance that he died for you, 
  and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

 

 

We welcome communicants of all denominations to receive holy communion. 
If you are not a communicant and would like to receive God’s blessing, please 
come with this service sheet in your hand. Please move as directed. If you 
require a gluten-free wafer, please indicate this to the minister. 
 

During communion, the choir sings the Agnus Dei and a Motet. 
 

Agnus Dei 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us thy peace. 
 

Motet 
  Listen sweet dove unto my song. 
  And spread thy golden wings in me; 
  hatching my tender heart so long, 
  till it get wing and flie away with thee. 
 

  Such glorious gifts thou didst bestow 
  the earth did like a heav’n appeare, 
  the starres were coming down to know 
  if they might mend their wages and serve here. 
 

  The sunne which once did shine alone, 
  hung down his head and wisht for night. 
  When he beheld twelve sunnes for one 
  going about the world, and giving light. 
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  Lord though we change thou art the same, 
  the same sweet God of love and light: 
  restore this day for thy great name, 
  unto his ancient and miraculous right. 
 

Words; George Herbert (1593-1633) 
Music Grayston Ives (b.1949) 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

President  Lord of all time and eternity, 
you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father 
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: 
by the power of your Spirit 
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth 
through the waters of the new creation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
 

The Blessing 
 

President  May the light of the glorious gospel of Christ 
shine in your hearts and fill your lives 
with his joy and peace. 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All  Amen. 
 

Recessional Hymn 
 

  Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
  Jesu, Lord, to thee we raise, 
  Manifested by the star 
  To the sages from afar; 
  Branch of royal David’s stem 
  In thy birth at Bethlehem; 
  Anthems be to thee addrest, 
  God in Man made manifest. 
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  Manifest at Jordan’s stream, 
  Prophet, Priest and King supreme; 
  And at Cana wedding-guest 
  In thy Godhead manifest; 
  Manifest in power divine, 
  Changing water into wine; 
  Anthems be to thee addrest, 
  God in Man made manifest. 
 

  Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, 
  Mirrored in thy holy word; 
  May we imitate thee now, 
  And be pure, as pure art thou; 
  That we like to thee may be 
  At thy great Epiphany, 
  And may praise thee, ever blest, 
  God in Man made manifest. 

NEH 56 
Words: Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885) 

Music: ST EDMUND Charles Steggall (1826-1905) 
 

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All  In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Organ Voluntary 
 

Christ, unser Herr, zum Jordan kamm (BWV 684) 
 

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 


