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A NOTE FROM THE DEAN 
 

REASON TO HOPE WITH A DIFFERENCE 
 

‘It is certainly going to be different.’ So the lady said when 
speculating just how different Christmas is going to be this year. 
And she was right. Thankfully, it does look as though we can be 
with close family and friends. And we are to be allowed to worship 
in celebration of the birth at Bethlehem of the world’s Saviour.  
 
It is going to be different because it has been unusual – this year of 
2020. It has been different from anything that any of us has 
experienced. For some it has been so challenging and painful that 
they have described it as hell. For many there has been 
bereavement, for others illness, or dislocation from family and 
friends, or loss of work. And beyond all of this, as the Chancellor of 

the Exchequer mentioned in the House of Commons when delivering the Government’s 
2020 Spending Review, the economic crisis is only just beginning. It will take decades to 
deal with the additional national debt.  
 
Usually in Advent, we speak of hope. We do so while communicating two related but 
possibly contrasting messages. One is about preparing to celebrate Christmas, often 
encouraging people not to get caried away with materialism. The word of caution and 
restraint relates to the second message. We also look forward expectantly to the 
triumphant return of Christ, when he will rule on earth as he rules in heaven. But this also 
requires us to accept that the ‘Day of the Lord’ is one of judgement, when all that is wrong 
with the world will need to be put right. We acknowledge then that if we actually desire the 
return of Christ and the world being turned into heaven, we need at least to attempt to live 
in such a way that suggests we wish to live in Christ-like ways that make heaven a reality.  
 
My impression is that many people in our country have been open to, in some cases 
actually searching for, the message and reassurance that the Church provides. At a time 
when routine has been disrupted and Downing Street press conferences have been 
providing statistics of daily deaths, there has been a reassessment of what is important and 
an inevitable contemplation of what mortality means. Such reassessment and 
contemplation are not new realties created by a pandemic, but COVID-19 has brought them 
into sharper focus. And for some that has made the message of Christianity more 
understandable, and the hope it offers more reasonable.  
 
The particular focus of each significant season seems to have resonated more than usual. 
Early in the first lockdown, we were reflecting on Christ’s suffering. When the number of 
fatalities was rising rapidly, we were speaking of the hope that Christ’s resurrection gives in 
the face of death. When many we were showing self-sacrificing and self-risking altruism, we 
were speaking about evidence for the Holy Spirit in the grace and charity shown through 



the lives of ordinary people. I am sure that Christmas will also speak to us in a new and 
striking way as we celebrated how God demonstrated his down-to-earth commitment to his 
children through that birth at Bethlehem.  
 
For the moment, then, we are in Advent. How does its messages strike us differently this 
year? Are we inclined to be less materialistic having had a spiritual re-awaking? Or do we 
see more clearly the spiritual dimension of sharing gifts with those whom we love and miss? 
These are not mutually exclusive. Perhaps we feel more inclined to respond intentionally to 
the invitation to live as in the day. As St. Paul put it in the Letter to the Romans,  
 
‘It is now the moment for you to awake out of sleep; for now is our salvation nearer than 
when we first believed… Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour 
of light; let us live honourably as in the day.’  
 
While we prepare to celebrate the great good news of the birth of Jesus Christ in 
Bethlehem, we can’t get away from the fact that Advent is a penitential season, like Lent. 
This is why we clergy, choir and vergers at the cathedral will be wearing our black cassocks 
until bringing out the red ones again at Christmas.  And in this season, with penitence, we 
do pray for Christ’s light to banish the darkness of our lives and of the world. At the same 
time, the talk of light and darkness makes me reflect on just how much Christ-like light has 
been seen in the midst of this year’s darkness. The difference has been that it has often 
been more obvious.  
 
At the end of November, a report was published by the think tank, Theos. It is entitled, The 
Church and Social Cohesion; connecting communities and serving people. Drawing on 
research done from 2018 to 2019, it reveals just how much community-strengthening work 
is done by the 45,000 churches of the UK. Now, especially in the light of COVID-19 
experiences, it argues that our political leaders and policy makers should be making more 
use of all these churches and their resources.  
 
This is music to my ears and seems to me to point to why Christ thought the Church was 
such a good idea in the first place. Transformed into the likeness of Christ, as a community, 
we are called to help the whole world become more Christ-like. The hope is for a world of 
strong, heaven-like communities in which people can enjoy flourishing lives, lived in the 
light of Christ’s day. My reflection on 2020, made possible because of the dark reality of its 
harsh challenges, is that in its darkness, Christ’s light has been seen both within and beyond 
his Church, providing yet more reason to hope.  
 

 
With my very best wishes for a hope-full Advent 

 
Dean John



  



CHRISTMAS COMMUNION 

We were hoping to be able to offer to take Christmas communion to those unable 
to attend Christmas eucharists. However, the new Tier 2 Covid-19 rules do not 
allow home visits and so this will need to await a relaxation of the rules. Please let 
Canon Ailsa know if you would like communion brought to you when that is 
possible. Telephone Victoria Richardson in the cathedral office (01765 603462) or 
email Canon Ailsa direct: canonailsa@riponcathedral.org.uk  

FROM THE CANON PASTOR 

Have you missed being able to receive Holy Communion? I hope you understand what I 
mean when I say I hope you have missed it. That is because receiving communion is 
absolutely at the heart of the life of the Christian community: it is our spiritual nourishment 
for the journey of life. More, it is something that goes right back to Jesus, as the gospel 
accounts of the Last Supper and St Paul’s writings make clear.  When we receive the bread 
and the wine of communion as his body and blood, we respond directly to Jesus’ command 
to do this in remembrance of him and he is present with us.  

It is therefore not surprising that so many of us have felt such a loss in these periods of 
lockdown and it is good that we are going to be able to celebrate the eucharist through 
most of Advent and all of Christmas (as things presently stand). That means not just the 
Sunday eucharists start again in the cathedral, but also the weekday eucharists will resume 
(at 9 am each day and noon on Wednesdays and Fridays).  

We have one particular plan to announce from the start of the new year. Some of you will 
be aware that we have experimented with a mid-morning eucharist on Thursdays to try a 
more convenient time for people. The plan was to offer the opportunity to stay after the 
eucharist for a cup of morning coffee (though covid restrictions made that impossible in 
recent months).  In 2021 it is hoped we can re-start the weekly Thursday lunchtime concerts 
and so, from 1st January, we are moving the mid-morning eucharist from Thursdays to 
Wednesdays at 10 am. This will replace both the 9 am and the noon eucharist on 
Wednesdays and will include a short reflection on the readings. Although at present we 
cannot offer morning coffee, when rules are relaxed there will be a chance to share 
morning coffee together after the eucharist. That was the pattern in the very early church, 
that the Christian community would share communal refreshments (definitely NOT coffee 
then!) after they had met for prayer, bible readings and the sharing of communion.  I hope 
you might find you can make this part of your regular week-day pattern as life, slowly, 
returns to more normal patterns. 

 



THE RIPON CATHEDRAL PCC 

Do you know we have a PCC – that is a Parochial Church Council – at Ripon Cathedral, even 
though we are a cathedral? Well we do. It is the democratic arm of the cathedral’s 
governance structure and it works to promote community life and both spiritual and 
numerical growth in the cathedral. Recently the PCC members realised that it is easy for 
members of the congregation not to know it exists or what work it does, so from now on we 
thought we’d provide a little information about our work each month. All its meetings are 
open to anyone who’d like to see what we do, so if you’d like to come to a meeting (at the 
time of writing, by zoom) you’d just need to email the Secretary Sarah Hobbs 
sarahhobbs1974@gmail.com to get the zoom link. The next meeting is on Monday January 
18th at 7.30pm. It would be lovely to see some of you there. 

CHILDREN AT THE CATHEDRAL 

Children’s Church regularly takes place each Sunday in termtime during the 10.30am service 
whenever we are permitted to hold public services. Please watch out for dates from January 
as the future becomes clearer. Here are the dates between now and Christmas. 

Sunday 6th December: the enthronement of the Child Bishop and Toy Service 
10.30. Children stay to see a member of Children’s Church made bishop for the day! We’re 
going to have activity packs for the children to enjoy whilst sitting with their parents, 
making their very own bishop’s mitre. It is also an opportunity to teach children about the 
art of giving as well as receiving presents as we are inviting everyone to bring a Christmas 
gift toy for a baby, child or teenager to donate. (They’ll be distributed via the Salvation 
Army to children in need). 

Sunday 13th December Children’s Church at 10.30. The last session of term, using the 
Library which allows sufficient space to enable social distancing. All children of primary 
school age are welcome, as are younger children if accompanied by a parent. We simply ask 
that you take your child up to the Library as you arrive in the cathedral and take a seat near 
the front on the southside so your child can find you easily at the end of the session.  

The creche at the 10.30 sung eucharist cannot run at the moment, unfortunately, as there is 
no means of making the soft surfaces and toys COVID safe. So, when you are bringing 
babies and small children to a service (and we are always delighted to see them) it is best to 
come equipped with some of your own (silent) toys.  

Whenever we are required at any point to suspend public services we will be providing 
opportunities for children on-line either as Messy Cathedral by zoom on YouTube Children’s 
Church.  To make sure you are kept up to date with what is happening, send your email to 
Darcy Allen, our Children and Family Worker, and she will keep you informed. Email: 
darcyallen@riponcathedral.org.uk   



INTRODUCTION FROM DARCY ALLEN,  
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORKER  

Hello everyone! My name is Darcy and I am the Cathedral’s new 
Children’s and Family Officer. I started at the beginning of 
November, and it’s certainly been an interesting challenge 
starting at the beginning of a national lockdown, but it has still 
been really exciting and a lot of fun. What has been most difficult 
is that it’s been almost impossible to meet and get to know 
people, so hopefully this little introduction will help you get to 
know me a bit better. 

I am 23 and originally from Southampton. I went to university in Oxford where I studied 
history, and then moved to Hereford to take part in the Ministry Experience Scheme. This is 
a fantastic national scheme which allows young people to spend a year working in the 
Church, gaining experience, developing their skills, and trying to figure out what God is 
calling them to spend their lives doing. I moved to Yorkshire to live with my partner at the 
end of September and am loving living here, even after just a couple of months. In my spare 
time I love reading, baking, and visiting castles and stately homes. I also sew, knit and 
crochet, and I’m involved in Girlguiding as a Brownie leader.  

I’m really looking forward to meeting and getting to know everyone so please don’t be shy! 
Drop me an email or say hello in person if you see me around. I think I’m going to have a lot 
of fun working here, and thank you so much to everyone I’ve met so far for making me feel 
so welcome.  

 

FOLLOW THE STAR NATIVITY TRAIL 
 
This Christmas children and families are warmly invited to take part in our nativity trail, 
Follow the Star, an opportunity for everyone to journey, reflect, engage and share in the 
Christmas story. Follow our trail of stars around the cathedral to discover the different 
characters in the Nativity story. When you find them you will be able to add their sticker to 
your very own nativity scene. At the end of the trail you can add your mini nativity scene to 
our big nativity display, and collect a special paper angel decoration to take home and add 
to your tree. The trail is completely free to take part in and will be launching on the 6th 
December. 



 

FOLLOW THE STAR 
NATIVITY TRAIL 
Follow the stars around the Cathedral to find the 

different characters in the Nativity story and make 
your very own Nativity scene. 

 

6th December - 29th January 



 

ADVENT REFLECTIONS  

The above image shows Charlie Brown, Head Verger, recording the last of the 
Advent reflections with Bishop John Pritchard in front of the Christmas tree. The 
series of four short reflections are being released on our Youtube Channel, 
Facebook and on our website at riponcathedral.org.uk/worship.  

A new film will be available every Wednesday. We will continue the series of 
reflections with guest speakers into the New Year with more details to be released 
soon.  

 

 



 
 



FAITH IN THE FIRE: 5 WEEK YORK COURSE  

 

Faith is under fire today as never before, and it is often assumed that faith is 
outdated. This 5-session course helps us wrestle with what it means to believe in 
God in the 21st century. There cannot be many people whose faith has not been 
tested at some time in their lives. The topic areas are: Faith facing Facts, Faith 
facing Doubt, Faith facing Disaster, Faith fuelling Prayer and Faith fuelling Action. 

The course is being be offered on either a Monday Evening 7pm – 8.15pm or 
Tuesday afternoons 2pm - 3.15pm (repeated session from Monday evening) and 
commences on the week beginning 11th January 2021. 

A course booklet is available at the cost of £3.80 (if you would like one, please 
specify when booking). The sessions will be led by Nina Harrison and Michelle 
Dearlove.For further details or to book a place, please contact: 
michelle@bedale.church or telephone 07483 296927. 

WELCOMING LIZZIE TO THE CATHEDRAL 

Hello! My name is Lizzie Reynolds and I am a first year 
ordinand at St Hild, based at their Mirfield site and I am 
about to join the Cathedral on an extended placement to 
gain experience as I train for the priesthood. 
 
It’s always hard to know what to write when asked to 
introduce yourself, but here goes!  (Hopefully, we’ll meet 
in due course, when we can have a chat and get to know 
one another.)    
 

I’m originally from Dunbar, near Edinburgh, but have probably lived in Yorkshire far 
longer than Scotland at this point – which is what happens when you marry a 
Yorkshireman…  I now live with my husband, two teenage daughters and a rescue 
greyhound in Burley in Wharfedale, near Ilkley.  Over the years I have worked as a 
law librarian, had my own wedding floristry business, and (until Covid) worked as 
an assistant in a hair salon. I think I would say that food and company are my 
favourite things,  which makes the pandemic a bit hard to bear at times, but I also 
love walking -which, thankfully, is still allowed! 
 
I have been very involved with my parish church for almost 20 years – the last 10 of 
which saw me train and then minister as Reader there.   Whilst I have a range of 
experience -for example with children and young people’s ministry, preaching, or 
leading more informal worship, I am keen to explore and take part in the different 
styles of services held at the Cathedral. 
 



I am very excited to have this opportunity to learn from and with you, finding out 
how the Cathedral and its congregation respond to God’s call to in and around 
Ripon.  It will be a real privilege to discover and join in the different and creative 
ways your building, your teams and your worship and outreach serve God and the 
local and outlying community.  Thank you for having me! 

 
CONTINUING THROUGH COVID: OUR PARTNER CHARITY’S 

INSPIRING WORK 
 

“This is a happy place, it’s like walking in to a great warm hug,” says Jennyruth workshops’ 
Chief Officer Nicky Newell. 
 
She added: “We are here to to promote meaningful work for adults who have learning 
disabilities. It’s a productive workplace with educational aspects - a place where everyone 
can be themselves – where people can see past the disability, to the person.” 
 
It’s an ethos that saw founders Barrie and Sue Evason awarded MBE’s for their commitment 
to adults with learning difficulties. Their son Jonathan had Down’s Syndrome and they 
adopted four more youngsters with the same disability. Jennyruth itself was named after 
their baby girl, who tragically died of SIDS (Sudden Infant Death Syndrome).  
 



The Evason’s legacy is a vibrant community of some 28 
people aged between 19 and 70 - working alongside staff 
and volunteers to make gorgeous hand made wooden 
products and bespoke items. Each is given a task to suit 
their ability and the opportunity to get involved in all 
aspects of the business from production to on-line sales. 
The ‘workers’ come from as far afield as Leeds and 
Northallerton – though for the moment, due to COVID-19,  
it’s only to collect their packs and return their products to 
and from a drop-box outside. 
 
The workshops still have their on-line 
shop www.jennyruth.co.uk/shop and are encouraging 
people to buy through that. There’s a click and collect 
service where you can order online and pick up your 
purchase from the drop box at the front of the building. 
 
“It’s very odd not having the workers here, so we love it 
when they come to visit to pick up their packs to work on at 
home - it makes a difference for them as well as us,” 
explained Jennruth’s Anna Smith. “Parents and carers have 
been brilliant keeping a routine going and we are doing all 
sorts of activities via Zoom and through the Workers Zone 
on the website.” 

 
Plans have been submitted to Harrogate Borough Council to extend the workshops and the 
existing building is being altered to accommodate COVID safe bubbles – but a larger 
premises is the only way that all the workers can return. 
 
The project will cost an estimated £100,000 and the charity has already seen losses of some 
£30,000 due to the pandemic, with fundraising events cancelled and sales hit because 
they’ve been unable to have their usual stalls. You can also donate via the website. 

 



‘C3: CATHEDRAL COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
 
Jennyruth Workshops is now open for online shopping (click and collect): 
https://www.jennyruth.co.uk/shop 

  
 Jennyruth Workshops recently published a really interesting Impact Report which 
sums up their recent achievements and plans for the coming year.  It highlights 
how much the charity was able to achieve during a very difficult year, ensuring that 
their enterprise continues to thrive.  Please do read about this very valuable 
community based charity. 
 https://www.flipsnack.com/JRW22/official-impact-report-1nq7le0n30.html 
 
 

RIPON CITY OF SANCTUARY 
 
Just before the recent lockdown an amazing 250 bags worth of good quality 
clothing was donated to Ripon City of Sanctuary and was taken to the Wakefield 
District of Sanctuary.  With another £1,270 in cash donations, Ripon City of 
Sanctuary was able to buy brand-new items such as underwear, toiletries and self-
care items.  And another 100 hand knitted toy animals were also donated. The 
generosity of the people of Ripon to support the refugees and asylum seekers in 
Yorkshire has been fantastic.  

  
For now the clothing collection has had to stop due to COVID restrictions.   In the 
meantime, if you find that after opening your Christmas presents that perhaps you 
now have extra sweater or coat that need a new home, there will be a clothing 
collection in early Spring 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



RIPON COMMUNITY LINK AND WALLED GARDEN 
 
Please support our partner Charity Ripon Community Link this Christmas by visiting 
the Walled Garden Christmas shop. Beautiful quality trees, Christmas Wreaths and 
Table decorations, Christmas cakes, puddings and hampers together with a wide 
range of unique gifts are all available throughout December. 
 
Please visit the website  www.riponcommunitylink.org for more details. 

DEMENTIA FORWARD NEWS 
 

As is the case for many charities, fundraising during this 
pandemic is almost impossible at the moment so Dementia 
Forward are making some changes to their annual Mince Pies 
and Memories fundraiser.  The idea is still the same, to share 
memories and festive treats in order to raise awareness and vital 

funds for the cause, but the suggestion is that any day throughout December you 
can host a virtual party or get together in your bubble to learn something new 
about one another or reminisce together. Donations can be made by following this 
link https://dontate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/mince-pies-and-memories-for-
dementia-forward.  Every penny raised will go towards supporting people living 
with dementia in North Yorkshire. 
 

Online donations to Dementia Forward can also be made via the 
Everyclick website https://everyclick.com/charity/dementia-
forward/ct50613 and further information about the valuable 
work that Dementia Forward do can be found 

at www.dementiaforward.org.uk 
 

FOOD BANK 
 
There has been a good response to our appeal for gifts of festive food for the 
Salvation Army to make up into food parcels for needy families at Christmas.  So 
that they have time to make up the parcels and distribute them, the last date for 
gifts to be left in the Cathedral Food Bank basket is the 7th December.  So with the 
Cathedral opening up again for worship, lets have a final push to collect as much 
festive cheer as possible for this appeal. 
 
The Child Bishop service takes place on the feast of St Nicholas, Sunday 6th 
December when we are invited to bring a new toy or a game suitable for a child of 
any age from baby to teenager to be given to the Salvation Army for distribution.  
Please don’t wrap them, but perhaps put them in a gift bag so that the contents 
are clear to see. 
 
 



 





CATHEDRAL GIFT SHOP 
Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5; Sun 12-5. Tel: 01765 601347 

 

With a little bit of luck the shop should reopen on December 3rd (we have our 
fingers crossed!), which will give you the opportunity to shop for the gifts and 
cards for all your family members, friends and secret Santa ideas. Do pop in and see 
us to browse our selection of local foods, calendars & diaries, CD’s & books, socks & 
ties, olive wood, jewellery and so much more. Last chance also to buy advent 
calendars and candles. The Christmas and New Year opening hours can be seen 
below, but, of course are subject to any future restrictions. Stay safe, keep smiling 
and we hope to see you in December. 
 
 

 
 

LIFELINE GRANT FROM GOVERNMENT’S £1.57BN CULTURE 
RECOVERY FUND 

 
Ripon Cathedral is one of 445 heritage organisations across the country set to 
receive a lifesaving financial boost from the government thanks to the £1.57 billion 
Culture Recovery Fund to help them through the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
Four hundred and forty-five organisations will share £103 million, including Ripon 
Cathedral, to help restart vital reconstruction work and maintenance on cherished 
heritage sites, keeping venues open and supporting those working in the sector. 
The cathedral will receive £240,000 towards a £300,000 project to repair the 
leaking roof and replace stonework in the library. The remaining £60,000 was 



raised through A Wing and a Prayer – a fundraising project begun in lockdown and 
benefitting both the cathedral and the Yorkshire Air Ambulance. 
 
The library was added on to the cathedral in the 15th century and consequently has 
interior gargoyles! It once housed the Lady Chapel, which would have been one of 
the most exclusive chapels in the cathedral. This is usually built beyond the High 
Altar but was situated here because the land to the East is unstable and falls away. 
The library now houses various artefcats and collections, including Tudor portraits. 
This vital funding is from the Culture Recovery Fund for Heritage and the Heritage 
Stimulus Fund – funded by Government and administered at arm’s length by 
Historic England and the National Lottery Heritage Fund. Both funds are part of the 
Government’s £1.57 billion Culture Recovery Fund which is designed to secure the 
future of Britain’s museums, galleries, theatres, independent cinemas, heritage 
sites and music venues with emergency grants and loans. 

Four hundred and thirty three organisations will receive a share of £67 million from 
the Culture Recovery Fund for Heritage to help with costs for operating, reopening 
and recovery. This includes famous heritage sites across the country, from 
Wentworth Woodhouse in Yorkshire to Blackpool’s Winter Gardens, Blyth Tall Ship 
to the Severn Valley Railway, the International Bomber Command Centre in 
Lincolnshire to the Piecehall in Halifax. The funds will save sites that are a source of 
pride for communities across the country. 

Twelve organisations, including English Heritage, Landmark Trust, Historic Royal 
Palaces and the Canal and River Trust, will receive £34 million from the Heritage 
Stimulus Fund to restart construction and maintenance on cherished heritage sites 
to preserve visitor attractions and protect livelihoods for some of the most 
vulnerable heritage specialists and contractors in the sector. 

The Architectural Heritage Fund (AHF) has also been awarded a grant from the 
Culture Recovery Fund through Historic England. The AHF will use the funding to 
support charities and social enterprises occupying historic buildings to develop 
new business plans and strategies for organisations affected by the pandemic. 

 

 

 

 

 



Children’s winter 
activities

Journey to Bethlehem 11 am Christmas Eve 
(remember to BOOK places)

Follow the Star – explore the Nativity story 
around the cathedral any day over Christmas
Children’s Church 13th December and  starts 

again on 3rd January, about Epiphany

Messy Cathedral – next on Sunday 24th January





WIN A HAMPER 

You can be in with a chance to win our hamper worth 
over £50! Our wonderful hamper consists of a 
Christmas cake (nut and gluten free), Ripon Cathedral 
Gin worth £45, a bottle of wine, chocolate, jam, coffee 
and a festive candle! 

Entry is £5 and you may enter as many times as you 
wish. Tickets can be purchased online or in our 
cathedral shop from Friday 4th December until Sunday 
13th December. 

Tickets will be on sale during our Christmas cake sale 
on Sunday 6th December after our 10:30 AM service. 

Our winner will be randomly selected using an online generator on Monday 14th 
December. The winner will then be contacted by the contact information provided 
to arrange collection. The winner will be required to collect their hamper before 
the 18th December. 

https://www.riponcathedral.org.uk/events/christmas-raffle/ 

  



 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

WEEKDAYS 
 
8.30am Morning Prayer 
9am Eucharist (Except Wednesdays) 
10am Eucharist (Wednesday only) 
12 noon Eucharist (Fridays) 
5.30pm Evening Prayer (Saturdays) 
6.00pm Evening Prayer (Monday) 
6.00pm Evensong (Tuesday to Friday) 

SUNDAYS 
 
8am Eucharist 
9.30am Morning Prayer 
10.30am Sung Eucharist 
12.30pm Eucharist (BCP) 
3.30pm Evensong 

RIPONCATHEDRAL.ORG.UK 


