
     11pm Midnight Mass
25th December, 10.30am Festal Eucharist 
26th December, 9.30am Eucharist
 10am Annual Pilgrimage  
 to Fountains Abbey
 11.45am Short carol  
 service at the abbey
New Year’s Eve, 11.15pm Watchnight Service
6th January, 7.30pm Epiphany Eucharist
12th January, 3.30pm Plough Sunday Service
1st Feb, 7.30pm Candlemas 
Festal Eucharist with thousands of 
candles lighting the building

Daily Services

The cathedral holds a minimum of three 
services a day. 
Find all of our services by heading to:
riponcathedral.org.uk/worship

Opening Times

The cathedral is open every day.
Mon - Sat 8.30am-6.30pm
Sun 8am - 6.15pm

Find us at
 
Ripon Cathedral, Minster Road, 
Ripon, North Yorkshire, HG4 1QT 
Tel 01765 603462 
riponcathedral.org.uk
Find us on Facebook
Follow @riponcathedral on Twitter
www.riponcathedral.org.uk

Enjoying the music?

The cathedral offers unparalled 
opportunities for music in our 
community. Get involved with:

Ripon Cathedral Choir 
- boys and girls age 7-13
Includes free music education (worth 
over £2000 a year), payment for 
their time in the choir, chance to tour 
internationally

Junior Choir 
- boys and girls age 5-10
Fun introduction to music and singing 
with a chance to make new friends, 
perform at family services and 
opportunities to move up into the 
Cathedral Choir

Unity Voices - Youth Choir 
- young people age 11-18
Amazing performance and social 
opportunities for young people who 
enjoy singing

Music Group
All age community choir with no prior 
musical experience. Emphasis on a fun 
and friendly experience

Interested?  
Email us at 
singing@riponcathedral.org.uk 
or visit us online at 
riponcathedral.org.uk/cathedral-choir
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FESTIVAL OF
LESSONS & CAROLS
19TH, 20TH, 23RD & 24TH DECEMBER 2020



Welcome to Ripon Cathedral 
Welcome to Ripon Cathedral for this celebration. Christian worship has taken 
place on this site since St Wilfrid founded the Cathedral in 672 AD. The 
Cathedral Crypt, is the oldest part of any English Cathedral and regular prayer 
has taken place here for almost 1350 years. 
 

Built on the firm foundation of that heritage, the Cathedral today continues to 
proclaim the Christian faith, with daily prayer and active service in Jesus’ name. 
 

The Cathedral is one of three in the Diocese of Leeds and is the home of one of 
the seats of the Bishop of Leeds. 
 

If you would like to find out more about how the Cathedral community is 
seeking to grow God’s Kingdom in this 21st century, please visit our website. 
Regular updates of all that we are involved in and our worship are posted on 
our Facebook page and we tweet regularly using “@riponcathedral”. 
 

Welcome to this Service 
We are very pleased to welcome you to this act of worship. Whatever has 
brought you here today, we trust that you will find yourself more aware of God 
through the words, prayers and music and that you will find this service to be a 
fitting start to your Christmas celebrations. 
 

The service is sung by the Cathedral Choir. We are grateful to the flower guild 
and all who have helped to get the Cathedral ready for Christmas. 
 

Please switch off your mobile phone before the service begins. 
 

Photography and video/audio recording by members of the congregation is 
not permitted. 
 

Sitting, kneeling, standing 
As human beings, we worship with our bodies as well as through our music and 
prayers. This Order of service invites you to sit, kneel or stand as appropriate. 
Please see these as merely invitations and adopt the posture you find most 
comfortable. 
 

Large print versions of the Order of Service are 
available.  Please ask those who welcomed you if 
you would like one. 
 
An induction loop system is also in operation for hearing aid users. 

Giving to support the work of the Cathedral 
No collection is taken during the service, but a plate is left by the door as you leave 
for your offering in support of the mission and ministry of the Cathedral. If you are a 
taxpayer, please use one of the gift aid envelopes in the seats. If you would prefer 
to give by card, there is a terminal by the West door. If you would prefer to set up a 
bank transfer, please use these details. 
 

Account Name:  Ripon Cathedral PCC Fund 
Sort Code  05 07 17 
Account Number:  35697334 
 
Music before the Service 
Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme (Op.65, No.33)       Sigfrid Karg-Elert (1877-1933)  
Herr Christ, der ein’ge Gottes-Sohn (BWV 601)                       J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
Noel (VIII, Dix Esquisses Byzantine)                                      Henri Mulet (1878-1967) 
Interlude: God rest you merry, gentlemen          William Lloyd-Webber (1914-1982) 
Vom Himmel hoch da komm’ ich her (BWV 606)                   J.S. Bach 1685-1750) 
The Holy Boy                                                                        John Ireland (1879-1962) 
Fantasia: Vom Himmel hoch da komm’ ich her          Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) 
 
The Lord Lieutenant or her Deputy is greeted by the Dean. 

 

Welcome The Very Revd John Dobson DL, Dean of Ripon, 
 

Hymn 
Solo:  Once in Royal David’s city 
  Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
  Where a mother laid her baby 
  In a manger for his bed: 
  Mary was that mother mild, 
  Jesus Christ her little child. 
 
Choir  He came down from earth to heaven 
  Who is God and Lord of all, 
  And his shelter was a stable, 
  And his cradle was a stall: 
  With the poor and mean and lowly, 
  Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
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Welcome The Very Revd John Dobson DL, Dean of Ripon, 
 

Hymn 
Solo:  Once in Royal David’s city 
  Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
  Where a mother laid her baby 
  In a manger for his bed: 
  Mary was that mother mild, 
  Jesus Christ her little child. 
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  With the poor and mean and lowly, 
  Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 

  
 



For he is our childhood’s pattern, 
 Day by day like us he grew, 
 He was little, weak, and helpless, 
 Tears and smiles like us he knew, 
 And he feeleth for our sadness, 
 And he shareth in our gladness. 

 
And our eyes at last shall see him, 

 Through his own redeeming love, 
 For that child so dear and gentle, 
 Is our Lord in heaven above; 
 And he leads his children on 
 To the place where he is gone. 

Words: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895) 
Music: IRBY Henry Gauntlett (1805-1876) 

Bidding Prayer 
 
Led by The Dean.  
 
Beloved in Christ, be it this Christmastide our care and delight to hear 
again the message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go even 
unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe 
lying in a manger. 
 
Therefore let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving 
purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the 
glorious redemption brought us by this Holy Child. 
 
But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on 
earth and goodwill among all his people; for unity within the Church he 
came to build, and especially in this city and diocese. 
 
And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us remember, 
in his name, the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry, and the 
oppressed; the sick and them that mourn, the lonely and the unloved, 
the aged and the little children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, 
or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. 
 
Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but 
upon another shore, and in a greater light, that multitude which no 
man can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with 
whom in the Lord Jesus we are for ever one. 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Throne of 
Heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath taught us: 
 
All Our Father,  

which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil; 
for thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
The Dean  May the Almighty God bless us with his grace;  

Christ give us the joys of everlasting life,  
and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the 
King of Angels bring us all. 

All  Amen. 
 

Carol Ding! dong! merrily on high in heaven the bells are ringing: 
Ding dong! Verily the sky is riven with angels singing. 

Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 
 

E’en so here below, below, let steeple bells be swungen, 
And io, io, io, by priest and people sungen. 

Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 
 

Pray you dutifully prime your matin chime, ye ringers; 
May you beautifully rime, your evetime song, ye singers. 

Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 
Words: George Woodward (1848-1934) 

Music: 16th Century French melody arr. Charles Wood (1866-1926) 
 

 
 



For he is our childhood’s pattern, 
 Day by day like us he grew, 
 He was little, weak, and helpless, 
 Tears and smiles like us he knew, 
 And he feeleth for our sadness, 
 And he shareth in our gladness. 

 
And our eyes at last shall see him, 

 Through his own redeeming love, 
 For that child so dear and gentle, 
 Is our Lord in heaven above; 
 And he leads his children on 
 To the place where he is gone. 

Words: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895) 
Music: IRBY Henry Gauntlett (1805-1876) 

Bidding Prayer 
 
Led by The Dean.  
 
Beloved in Christ, be it this Christmastide our care and delight to hear 
again the message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go even 
unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe 
lying in a manger. 
 
Therefore let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving 
purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the 
glorious redemption brought us by this Holy Child. 
 
But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on 
earth and goodwill among all his people; for unity within the Church he 
came to build, and especially in this city and diocese. 
 
And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us remember, 
in his name, the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry, and the 
oppressed; the sick and them that mourn, the lonely and the unloved, 
the aged and the little children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, 
or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. 
 
Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but 
upon another shore, and in a greater light, that multitude which no 
man can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with 
whom in the Lord Jesus we are for ever one. 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Throne of 
Heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath taught us: 
 
All Our Father,  

which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil; 
for thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
The Dean  May the Almighty God bless us with his grace;  

Christ give us the joys of everlasting life,  
and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the 
King of Angels bring us all. 

All  Amen. 
 

Carol Ding! dong! merrily on high in heaven the bells are ringing: 
Ding dong! Verily the sky is riven with angels singing. 

Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 
 

E’en so here below, below, let steeple bells be swungen, 
And io, io, io, by priest and people sungen. 

Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 
 

Pray you dutifully prime your matin chime, ye ringers; 
May you beautifully rime, your evetime song, ye singers. 

Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 
Words: George Woodward (1848-1934) 

Music: 16th Century French melody arr. Charles Wood (1866-1926) 
 

 
 



First Lesson The story of our first disobedience to God’s command. 
Genesis, 3,8-15 

At the end: 
 

Reader This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 

Carol Adam lay y bounden, 
Bounden in a bond; 
Four thousand winter 
Thought he not too long. 

 
And all was for an apple,  Ne had the apple taken been, 
An apple that he took,  The apple taken been, 
As clerkes finden  Ne had never our lady 
Written in their book.  Abeen heavené queen. 

 
Blessed be the time  
That apple taken was,  
Therefore we moun singen 
Deo gratias! 

Words: Anonymous 15th Century carol 
Music: Boris Ord (1897-1961) 

 
Second Lesson 

The prophet Isaiah looks forward to a time when a wise 
and just ruler will arise among the people and deliver 
them from war and oppression. 

Isaiah 9. 2, 6 and 7 
At the end: 
 

Reader This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 

Carol  In the bleak midwinter 
Frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, 
Water like a stone: 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
In the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 
 
 

Our God, heaven cannot hold him 
Nor earth sustain, 
Heaven and earth shall flee away 
When he comes to reign: 
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 

 
Enough for him, whom cherubim 
Worship night and day. 
A breastful of milk, 
And a manger full of hay: 
Enough for him, whom angels fall down before, 
The ox and ass and camel which adore. 

 
What can I give him, 
Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd 
I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give him, give my heart. 

Words: Christina Rossetti (1830-94) 
Music: CRANHAM Harold Darke (1888-1976) 

 
Third Lesson The Angel Gabriel is sent to Nazareth to tell Mary that 

she will be the Mother of Jesus. 
Luke, 1.26–35, 38 

At the end: 
 

Reader This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 

Carol The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 
‘All hail’, said he, ‘thou lowly maiden Mary, 
most highly favoured lady,’  Gloria! 
 
‘For known a blessèd Mother thou shalt be, 
all generations laud and honour thee, 
thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold. 
Most highly favoured lady,’  Gloria! 
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Most highly favoured lady,’  Gloria! 
 
 



Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 
‘To me be as it pleaseth God,’ she said, 
‘My soul shall laud and magnify His Holy Name.’ 
Most highly favoured lady,  Gloria! 

 
Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 
Most highly favoured lady,  Gloria! 

Words: S Baring-Gould (1834-1924) 
Music: Basque Traditional arr. Edgar Pettman (1886-1943) 

 
Fourth Lesson  

Our Saviour is born in Bethlehem. 
Luke 2, 1–7 

At the end: 
 

Reader This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 

Carol On Christmas night all Christians sing, 
To hear the news the angels bring. 
News of great joy, news of great mirth, 
News of our merciful King’s birth 
 
Then why should men on earth be so sad, 
Since our Redeemer made us glad, 
When from our sin he set us free, 
All for to gain our liberty? 
 
When sin departs before his grace, 
The life and health come in its place; 
Angels and men with joy may sing, 
All for to see the new-born King. 

 
All out of darkness we have light, 
Which made the angels sing this night; 
‘Glory to God and peace to men, 
Now and for evermore. Amen’. 

Words: Unknown, English traditional 
Music: SUSSEX CAROL English traditional melody arr. Philip Ledger (1937-2012) 

 

Fifth Lesson 
Shepherds go to Bethlehem and find  
Jesus in the manger.       Luke 2. 8 – 20 

At the end: 
 

Reader This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 
all seated on the ground, 
the angel of the Lord came down, 
and glory shone around. 

 
‘Fear not,’ said he (for mighty dread 
had seized their troubled mind); 
‘glad tidings of great joy I bring 
to you and all mankind. 

 
‘To you in David’s town this day 
is born of David’s line 
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; 
and this shall be the sign: 

 
The heavenly babe you there shall find 
to human view displayed, 
all meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 
and in a manger laid.’ 

 
Thus spake the seraph; and forthwith 
appeared a shining throng 
of angels praising God, who thus  
addressed their joyful song: 

 
‘All glory be to God on high, 
and to the earth be peace; 
good will henceforth from heaven to men 
begin and never cease.’ 

Words: Nahum Tate (1652–1715) 
Music: WINCHESTER OLD in Thomas Este’s Psalter 1592 
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Sixth Lesson 

  Wise men search for Jesus and worship him as King. 
 

Matthew 2. 1 – 11 
At the end: 
 

Reader This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 

Carol Three kings from Persian lands afar 
to Jordan follow the pointing star: 
and this the quest of the travellers three, 
where the new-born King of the Jews may be. 
Full royal gifts they bear for the King; 
gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 

 
The star shines out with a steadfast ray; 
the kings to Bethlehem make their way, 
and there in worship they bend the knee, 
as Mary’s child in her lap they see; 
their royal gifts they show to the King; 
gold, incense, myrrh are their offering. 

 
Thou child of man, lo, to Bethlehem 
the kings are travelling, travel with them! 
The star of mercy, the star of grace, 
shall lead thy heart to its resting-place. 
Gold, incense, myrrh thou canst not bring; 
offer thy heart to the Infant King. 

 

As an   How brightly shines the morning star! 
accompaniment  With grace and truth from heaven afar 
to the Solo, our Jesse tree now bloweth. 
the Choir sings: Of Jacob's stem and David’s line, 

for thee, my Bridegroom, King divine, 
my soul with love o’erfloweth. 
Thy word, Jesus, inly feeds us, 
rightly leads us, life bestowing. 
Praise, O praise such love o’erflowing. 
 

Words: Peter Cornelius (1824-1874) tr. Herbert Newell Bates (1871-1924)  
Music: Peter Cornelius (1824-1874) arr. Ivor Atkins (1869-1953) 

Please stand. 

Seventh Lesson 
 

Choir  
  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

and we have seen his glory. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Reader Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, 
and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, 
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 
man, but of God. The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 
truth. 

John 1:1-14 
Reader  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you O Christ. 
 
Hymn  O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him 
Born the King of Angels: 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
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for thee, my Bridegroom, King divine, 
my soul with love o’erfloweth. 
Thy word, Jesus, inly feeds us, 
rightly leads us, life bestowing. 
Praise, O praise such love o’erflowing. 
 

Words: Peter Cornelius (1824-1874) tr. Herbert Newell Bates (1871-1924)  
Music: Peter Cornelius (1824-1874) arr. Ivor Atkins (1869-1953) 

Please stand. 

Seventh Lesson 
 

Choir  
  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 

and we have seen his glory. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Reader Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, 
and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, 
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 
man, but of God. The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 
truth. 

John 1:1-14 
Reader  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you O Christ. 
 
Hymn  O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him 
Born the King of Angels: 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 



God of God,  
Light of Light, 
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
Very God, 
Begotten, not created: 
O come, let us adore him… 
 
Sing, choirs of Angels, 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
Glory to the God 
In the Highest: 
O come, let us adore him… 

 
Words: 18th Century Latin hymn tr. Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880) 

Music: ADESTE FIDELES attrib. J. F. Wade (1711-1786) 
Descant: David Willcocks (1919-2015) 

 

Collect Almighty God,  
you make us glad with the yearly remembrance 
of the birth of your Son Jesus Christ:  
grant that, as we joyfully receive him as our redeemer, 
so we may with sure confidence behold him 
when he shall come to be our judge;  
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 

May he who by his incarnation 
gathered into one things earthly and heavenly,  
bestow upon you the fullness 
of inward peace and goodwill;  
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be upon you and remain with you always.   

All Amen. 
 
 
 

Hymn  Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled: 
Joyful all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies, 
With th’angelic host proclaim, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem: 
Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King. 

 
Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come 
Offspring of a Virgin’s womb! 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail th’incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel: 
Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King. 

 
Hail the heaven-born Prince of peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Ris’n with healing in his wings; 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth: 
Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King. 

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
Music: MENDELSSOHN Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 

Descant Philip Ledger (1937-2012) 
 

Organ Voluntary 
 

Finale (Symphonie No. 1) 
Louis Vierne (1870-1937) 
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19th December 
The Lord-Lieutenant’s Deputy Mr Trevor Watson JP DL 

Lesson Readers 

1st  Lesson Peter Wright, Interim Director of Music 

2nd Lesson Lt Col Simon Graham, CO 21 Engineers Regiment 

3rd Lesson Canon Professor Joyce Hill, Member of Chapter 

4th Lesson Jane Mansell, member of the Cathedral community 

5th Lesson Rev’d Canon Sam Corley, Honorary Canon, Member of the 
Cathedral Council 

6th Lesson Canon Simon Baldwin, Lay Canon 

7th Lesson Canon Ailsa Newby, Canon Pastor 

The Blessing Right Reverend Tony Robinson, Bishop of Wakefield 

20th December 
The Lord-Lieutenant’s Deputy The Countess Peel DL 

Lesson Readers 

1st  Lesson Archie Davies, Cathedral Chorister 

2nd Lesson Kate Dale, member of the Ripon Cathedral Rural Forum 

3rd Lesson Martin Pearman, Member of the Cathedral community 

4th Lesson Darcy Allen, Cathedral Children’s and Family Officer 

5th Lesson David Kerfoot MBE DL, High Sheriff of North Yorkshire 

6th Lesson Group Captain Blythe Crawford, CO RAF Leeming 

7th Lesson Canon Wendy Wilby, Minor Canon 

The Blessing Dean of Ripon 

23rdDecember 

The Lord-Lieutenant’s Deputy Mr Christopher Legard 
 Vice Lord-Lieutenant of North Yorkshire 
Lesson Readers 

1st  Lesson Ethan Kendrick, Cathedral Chorister 

2nd Lesson Laura Powling, member of the Cathedral community 

3rd Lesson Guy Wilson, Chair of the Cathedral Fabric Advisory Committee 

4th Lesson Lynne Pickersgill, Reader, St Mary’s Whitkirk  

5th Lesson Lady Brenda Hale, Cathedral supporter 

6th Lesson Julian Smith,  MP for Skipton and Ripon 

7th Lesson Canon Barry Pyke, Canon for Education and Rural Engagement 

The Blessing Right Reverend Dr Jonathan Gibbs, Bishop of Huddersfield 

Christmas Eve 
 

 
 
 
 

A Christmas Prayer 
 

May the joy of the angels, 
the eagerness of the shepherds, 

the perseverance of the Wise Men 
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 
and the peace of the Christ Child 

be ours this Christmas. 
Amen. 

 

 
The Dean and Cathedral Community wish you and all your 

family  
a peaceful and blessed Christmas. 

The Lord-Lieutenant of North Yorkshire         Mrs Johanna Ropner 

  

Lesson Readers  

1st  Lesson Zara Ali, Cathedral Chorister 

2nd Lesson Cllr Stuart Martin, Mayor of Harrogate 

3rd Lesson Jessica Dobson, member of the Cathedral community 

4th Lesson Mrs Johanna Ropner, Lord-Lieutenant of North Yorkshire 

5th Lesson Joe Priestley, Cathedral Marketing Officer 

6th Lesson Richard Compton DL (Newby Hall) 

7th Lesson Canon Michael Gisbourne, Precentor 

The Blessing Right Reverend Paul Slater, Bishop of Kirkstall 
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FESTIVAL OF NINE 
LESSONS & CAROLS

23RD & 24TH DECEMBER 2019

Christmas Services

 

 
 
 
 

Daily Services

The cathedral holds a minimum of three 
services a day. 
Find all of our services by heading to:
riponcathedral.org.uk/worship

Opening Times

The cathedral is open every day
.

Mon - Sat 8.30am-6.30pm
Sun 8am -

Find us at 

Ripon Cathedral, Minster Road, 
Ripon, North Yorkshire, HG4 1QT 
Tel 01765 603462 
riponcathedral.org.uk
Find us on Facebook
Follow @riponcathedral on Twitter
www.riponcathedral.org.uk

Enjoying the music?

The cathedral offers unparalled 
opportunities for music in our 
community. Get involved with:

Ripon Cathedral Choir 

Junior Choir 
- boys and girls age 5-10
Fun introduction to music and singing 
with a chance to make new friends, 
perform at family services and 
opportunities to move up into the 
Cathedral Choir

Unity Voices - Youth Choir 
- young people age 11-18
Amazing performance and social 
opportunities for young people who 
enjoy singing

Music Group
All age community choir with no prior 
musical experience. Emphasis on a fun 
and friendly experience

Interested?  
Email us at 
singing@riponcathedral.org.uk 
or visit us online at 
riponcathedral.org.uk/cathedral-choir
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All services marked * are ticketed only.  
Services marked ** will be streamed live

22nd December, Carols of Comfort and Joy, 
a streamed service.
Christmas Eve,
**11am Journey to Bethlehem
*11pm Midnight Mass
Christmas Day
8.00am said Holy Communion (BCP)
**10.30am Festal Eucharist
12.30 said Holy Communion (BCP)
3.30pm said Evening Prayer

Services in January & February 2021
6th Jan, 7.30pm Festal Eucharist for Epiphany
10th Jan, Plough Sunday Service (to be streamed)
2nd Feb, 7.30pm Candlemas Festal Eucharist

5.00pm

- boys and girls from age of 7
Includes free music education, 
payment for their time in the choir 
and the chance to tour.


