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A NOTE FROM THE DEAN 
 
What to wish for in 2022?  
 

We wish you a happy Christmas and … And what? I have often hesitated over what to 
wish for people at New Year. Wishing them a happy Christmas, even a merry 
Christmas, seems straight forward. But what for the New Year as we look to the 
future? Prosperity? Peace? Happiness? A deep Christian faith? Environmental 
sustainability? What is it that we all really want and value?  
   

In recent weeks, like many others, I have found myself wishing people a healthy New 
Year. Through the pandemic, I haven’t been in the habit of signing off letters and 
emails with ‘Keep safe’, though it has seemed perfectly reasonable that people should 
do so. But recently, with the Omicron variant, anxiety levels have risen, and we have 
been feeling our way towards Christmas in a fog of uncertainty. We were left 
wondering whether the Prime Minster would lock us down and prevent us from 
worshipping in large numbers? And as I write, there is a widespread expectation that 
heightened restrictions are coming our way for January.   
   

So, yes, I find myself wishing you a healthy 2022. And one thing that we have been 
reminded of over the last couple of years is that good health is not to be taken for 
granted. Yet, I also wish for you, even more than usual, the grace to take the message 
of Christmas with you into the coming 12 months in a way that can be a comfort and 
encouragement, whatever comes your way. Having this spiritual resource seems more 
important than ever as we look to the future from December 2021. In Jesus, God has 
revealed himself to be Emmanuel, he is with us in every situation. With that faithful 
reassurance, we can face anything.   
   

I also want to wish for you a year of celebration. And we at Ripon Cathedral are 
planning for just that. We have much to celebrate!    
   
Celebrating Her Majesty’s historic platinum jubilee  
   

We are planning to celebrate the remarkable achievements and example of Her 
Majesty the Queen. This will be in partnership with both the City of Ripon and the 
County and Lord Lieutenant of North Yorkshire.   
   

I was delighted when Ripon City Council approached me and asked for the cathedral 
to give our full support to their attempts to mark the jubilee in every month of the 
year. This begins with red, white, and blue fireworks at the New Year midnight 
celebrations (hopefully!). It includes the cathedral’s ringers marking the 
70th anniversary of the accession on Sunday, 6th February by ringing a peal. And on 
that same day, all our services will mark the anniversary, with Prayer Book services 
using the special prayers and readings included in the Book of Common Prayer.   
   

For the jubilee bank holiday weekend, 2nd to 5th June, we will join with the Lord 
Lieutenant of North Yorkshire in hosting a special, celebratory civic service (Thursday, 
2nd June at 11am), with a congregation drawn from across the region. The following 



day, we will host an all-age ‘street party’ in the cathedral for the city – this will be a 
great occasion, whatever the weather!  
   

Hopefully, it is already obvious that we wish to provide both a lead and support for 
the city’s and region’s jubilee celebrations. It is fitting to honour not just Her Majesty’s 
historic achievement in reigning for 70 years, but also her impressive example of 
faithful Christian service to the nation and Commonwealth. We certainly pray for her, 
her family and all those lands for which she has some responsibility, and wish them 
prosperity, peace, sustainability, and good health.   
   

Ripon Cathedral 1350th: celebrating! 
   

For a couple of years, we have been planning to celebrate the 1350th anniversary of 
the dedication of our crypt by St. Wilfrid, our founding patron saint. It is remarkable 
that we still have part of Wilfrid’s 672 basilica, a structure which is now the oldest 
built fabric of all England’s cathedrals, continuing as a place of prayer and worship.   
 

The crypt, which understandably attracts interest from around the world, speaks of 
our Lord Jesus Christ who inspired Wilfrid, of this patron saint’s missionary zeal, of 
faithful witness through all the changes and chances of the last 13 centuries, and of 
the unfailing nature of God’s commitment to us.   
   

There is much to celebrate! And much from which we can take encouragement as we 
look to the future, seeking to extend the cathedral’s mission of Christian witness and 
service. The final pages of this Newsletter gives a glimpse of some of the aspects of 
our celebrations, there will be many more following the launch event on Thursday, 
28th April, and the Cathedral Festival taking place over the following bank holiday 
weekend. Do, please, see the details which will appear on our website over coming 
weeks. I would certainly wish for you to join in fully with what promises to be a 
tremendous year of celebration.   
   

Changes in the Music Department  
   

Over the last 15 months, we have been privileged to have Peter Wright with us as 
Interim Director of Music. He has done a remarkable job in leading the staff, including 
lay clerks, and choristers through emergence from the first lengthy lockdown to 
become the hugely impressive team which seems to have reached new heights 
through our Christmas services.   
   

Peter has deployed his musical skills, wisdom, sensitivity, and charm to brilliant effect. 
There is little wonder he has become so popular, and we will certainly miss him. We 
wish him well for the future and assure him he is always welcome in Ripon.   
   

Peter now hands over the department to Ronny Krippner who comes to us with a 
great reputation, having fantastic musical skills, energy and drive. We are delighted to 
welcome Ronny, his wife Audrey, and their children Sophie and Hugo, into the 
cathedral community. We very much look forward to working with Ronny and seeing 
how God continues to bless the music and worship of this ancient cathedral through 
his ministry amongst us.   



   
Canon Barry  
   

The new year brings yet more change. As you know, Canon Barry is leaving us in 
January, after five years as our Canon for Education and Rural Engagement. As with all 
residentiary clergy, beyond the specific demands of his role, he has shared the 
general responsibility for the pastoral care of the cathedral community, and in recent 
times has provided oversight at St. Mary Magdalen’s Chapel, and our daughter 
church, St. Michael’s, Littlethorpe.  
 

We pray for Canon Barry and Sheila as they move to South Wales where he will return 
to parish ministry in an idyllic rural setting. His last service with us will be 
the 10.30am Sung Eucharist on Sunday, 16th January. Immediately after this, during 
refreshments, we will thank him for what he has brought to the cathedral during his 
time with us, and bid him and Sheila farewell.    
 

We are expecting to advertise the vacant residentiary canonry early in 2022. During 
the vacancy, The Revd Lynn Thorius, one of our minor canons, will be providing 
interim ministry, working on Saturdays, Sundays and Tuesdays, as well as continuing 
with her regular cathedral chaplaincy duties on Fridays.  
 

Lynn will be supported in this by Canon Wendy Wilby, another one of our minor 
canons, who will also help in the leading of worship on Sundays and mid-week 
evensongs. Wendy will continue her valuable ministry to overseeing our team of daily 
chaplains.  
 

I am very grateful to both Lynn and Wendy for supporting our ongoing mission and 
ministry in these ways.   
 
Celebrating Epiphany and Candlemas, and Exploring Faith 
 

With the mention of year-long celebrations, please don’t forget to join us for the 
annual festivals in which we continue to celebrate Christ’s redeeming work. In coming 
weeks, we keep Epiphany and Candlemas – you can read about them below and on 
the website. These are great festive services which we plan to offer with our usual 
inspiring liturgy and music, something which people have come to expect of Ripon 
Cathedral. Of course, we need your participation to enable us to do this as well as 
possible. Please, do make every effort to join us, if you are able.   
 

Also, in these coming months, and perhaps while Christmas-prompted questions 
about what Christians believe are still fresh in your mind, we provide opportunities for 
people to explore faith with others. For children and families, there is much on offer. 
Please, see the pages below and the website.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
New Year greetings  
   

The Chapter and I wish you health, peace and prosperity for 2022, and the grace to 
celebrate God’s faithful presence with you, every day.   
 
With every blessing 
 
Dean John  
 
 
 

A prayer for the New Year 
 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

whose years never fail 

and whose mercies are new each returning day: 

let the radiance of your Spirit renew our lives, 

warming our hearts and giving light to our minds; 

that we may pass the coming year 

in joyful obedience and firm faith; 

through him who is the beginning and the end, 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  
 



FORTHCOMING SERVICES 
 

JANUARY 
 

Thursday 6th January 7.30pm – Festal Eucharist 
 
Sunday 9th January 10.30am – Baptism of  Christ – Festal Eucharist  
 
Sunday 9th January – 3.30pm Plough Sunday Service.  Refreshments 
served from 2.30pm. 
 
Sunday 16th January – 4.30pm Messy Cathedral 
 
Thursday 27th January – 1.30pm Holocaust Memorial Day Service  
 
Sunday 30th January 3.30pm – Evensong with Installation of  Canons 
 
FEBRUARY 
 
Wednesday 2nd February 7.30pm – Candlemas Festal Eucharist 
 
Sunday 6th February 3.30pm – Evensong to mark the 70th 
anniversary of  the Queen’s Accession 
 
Sunday 13th February – 4.30pm Messy Cathedral 
 
MARCH 
 
Wednesday 2nd March 7.30pm – Ash Wednesday Eucharist with the 
imposition of  Ashes 
 
 

 
 

 





 
 

NEWS FROM THE CANON PASTOR 
 
 

COVID-19 continues to disrupt our lives and our ability to meet and move around as 

we like.  That can be – has been - very frustrating for some, curtailing ordinary life. 

However, one key part of Christian life remains unchanged: our ability to pray (on our 

own or as part of a network with others) isn’t affected by whether or not we can meet 

up.  We can always pray on our own and can join our prayers with others.  

Many, in the nearly two years since the pandemic started, have felt supported and 

buoyed up by the prayers of others. The ‘Wing and a Prayer’ art installation was the 

most physical manifestation of that in our cathedral’s life. But not all effective prayer 

is quite so visible. Do you know that Ripon Cathedral has a prayer pyramid? It is like an 

Egyptian pyramid only in its basic triangular shape! It has, at the top, just one person, 

to whom prayer requests (in confidence) are passed. That person, whilst undertaking 

to pray for the requested need, also passes on the request to two others, the second 

tier of the pyramid. Those 2 people, in addition to praying for the concern 

themselves, in turn pass the request on to two more people each. And so on – by the 

foot, the widest part of the triangle, there are some 30 or so people praying for the 

concern for which prayer has been asked. 

It is always open to others to join the pyramid and become part of this prayer 

ministry. If you’d like to do that, or just to know more about it, please ask me. And of 

course the prayer pyramid is always available to respond to requests for prayer. Again, 

you have just to tell me in confidence and the request will be passed on. 

As COVID continues to affect our lives and the well-being of many, our prayer 

ministry, on our own or with others is vital so remember the pyramid is there to be 

used. 

Canon Ailsa 



 
 





NEWS FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
 

The New Year sees the Music Department welcome Dr Ronny Krippner as the new 
Director of Music. Dr Krippner, a Bavarian, by birth, comes to Ripon with an 
international reputation and from having established the choir at Croydon Minster as 
a choir of note on the national scene having been broadcast live for the midnight 
mass on BBC1  at Christmas 2019. 
 
Ronny and his family moved over the Christmas period and we look forward to next 
stage of the musical story of Ripon Cathedral in this important 1350th year. 
The joy though is tempered somewhat as we have had to say a fond farewell to Peter 
Wright. Peter has held the Interim Director of Music role for 13 months and has 
nursed the Cathedral choirs through the lifting of COVID restrictions, keeping alert to 
the latest guidance and recoomndations from both the Government and the Church 
of England. 
 
Please continue to pray for the Music Department and especially the staff. After 
months of turmoil brought on by COVID recovery, and now the Omicron variant, we 
all pray for some stability. This will ensure that musical excellence, always the 
objective of the Cathedral chapter, can be maintained with the resources at the 
departments disposal. 

Canon Michael 

 
THURSDAY CONCERTS 

 
6th Jan Shaun Turnbull Organ 

13th Jan Jane Burnell Soprano 

20th Jan Peter Wright Organ 

27th Jan No concert  
3rd Feb The Fairfax Ensemble Soprano, flute & piano 

10th Feb Tim Harper Organ 

17th Feb Joseph Spratt Tenor 

24th Feb No concert  
3rd March Students from Leeds University  
10th March Ronny Krippner Organ 

17th March The Morales Consort Choir 

24th March Lucinda Taylor Harp 

31st March 
Jessica Summers, accomp. Jelena 
Makarova Soprano 

7th April Students from Leeds University  
 



 

UNITY VOICES – RIPON CATHEDRAL’S YOUTH CHOIR 
 
It has been wonderful to have Unity Voices performing again. Last term we had three 
concerts, the first live performances since March 2020.  
 
The first was at the ‘Ripon Young Musician of the Year’ concert in November. This was 
a fantastic opportunity for our new members to perform, as well as supporting 
current and former choristers who were performing as part of the competition. 
Through this performance we were invited to sing at the at Red House Retirement 
Village Christmas light switch-on. This was a delightfully festive event where the we 
collected £170.00 for Macmillan Cancer Support. 
 
Our Second Performance was representing the Cathedral Music Department at the 
Wellspring Concert. It was a delight to be back singing inside the Cathedral once 
again, and to showcase our eclectic repertoire and some of our fine members 
through a range of solos, duets and 4-part harmonies. 
 
Unity Voices continues to grow, and new members are always welcome. We sing a 
range of sacred and secular music and are looking forward to hopefully (covid 
depending) singing within the Benefice over the next few months. 
 
Our sincere thanks go to Chris Tunnard who accompanies us for our weekly rehearsals 
and performances throughout the year.  
 
For further information about Unity Voices please contact the Music Department. 
 
Tracey Kendrick: Unity Voices Musical Director  

 
 
 



 



CATHEDRAL GIFT SHOP 
 

Opening hours  
Mon 27th Dec to Sat 1st January    10am - 4pm 

 
2nd to 9th January 

CLOSED for Stocktaking 
Reopen Monday 10th January at 10am 

 
(We will be closed every Sunday in January  

and the first two Sundays in February) 

 
Now that the last few crumbs of Christmas cake and mince pies have been eaten and 
the final needle has fallen from the tree, we turn to face the new year. 2022 we hope 
will be a peaceful and healthy time for all. 
 
With lent falling at the beginning of March we offer you the chance for a bit of 
relaxing lent reading with several titles being available in the shop. We feature one of 
those titles below for your contemplation – Hearing God in poetry (£9.99) 
 
From Yehuda Amichai and W. H. Auden to Phyllis Wheatley and Walt 
Whitman, Hearing God in Poetry invites you to take a closer look at fifty great 
poems by some of the finest poets in the English language. Some are well 
known, some deserve to be better known, but all say something distinctive that 
will lift your spirit. 
 
This beautiful Lent book for 2022 offers six poems for every week from Ash 
Wednesday, leading up to Holy Week, with ten poems specially chosen for Easter. A 
short reflection from Richard Harries accompanies each poet and the poem, drawing 
out their spiritual insights and how they communicate God’s presence. 
 
Hearing God in Poetry is an ideal Lent book for 2022 for poetry lovers and anyone 
interested in how some of the world’s finest poets have expressed faith in their work. 
This book of daily readings will introduce you to some wonderful poetry for Lent and 
Easter, and give you a deeper understanding and appreciation of these brilliant works 
of literature. It will also help expand your spirituality to see God’s presence in the 
world around you as you prepare for Easter. 
 
Full of riches, Hearing God in Poetry is a book that you will want to turn to time and 
time again – whether during Lent or in any other season of the year. 
 



 



I thought you might like to know I have just had a small book published entitled ‘The 
People of the Passion’. It consists of a series of meditations / reflections each one of 
which is followed by some pointers for personal prayer or group discussion. The book 
is available now from The Cathedral Bookshop and sells for £6.99 (it can also be 
bought directly from me if you live in Ripon). I hope it will prove helpful for individual 
readers, church groups and congregations. It will be particularly appropriate during 
Lent and especially Holy Week. 
 
The main reason for drawing it to your attention is that all the royalties from the book 
are being donated to ‘Friends of the Holy Land’ and will be used specifically to help 
the struggling Christian community of Bethlehem 80% of whom have had no income 
since the start of the pandemic. Most of the Christians in Bethlehem are entirely 
reliant on pilgrims and tourists for their source of income and no visitors have been 
allowed into the country since the end of February 2020. There is no state aid in 
Palestine for those who are without work or income. 
 
As you know, I have many good friends in the Bethlehem area who have always made 
me, and the groups I have brought, extremely welcome and shown us generous 
hospitality and kindness. In spite of all their problems they demonstrate a remarkable 
faith, joy and love of God and remain a source of inspiration for those of us who know 
them. 

Reverend Alison Askew 
 
 





 
Ripon Cathedral is committed to supporting our 

community through partnerships with local 
charities.  That support includes both prayer and 

practical action.  If you want to know more about 
C3 and how you could be involved contact us at    

C3@riponcathedral.org.uk or telephone the Cathedral Office 01765 603462.   
 

Have you wondered  

 What is C3? 
 What does C3 do? 
 Who belongs to C3? 
 Can anyone join C3? 
Come and find answers to these questions when members of C3 will be serving the 
refreshments following the 10:30 Eucharist on the 23rd January  

 
You are invited to a talk in aid of Christian Aid given by 
 Gwen Emegbo -  Thorpe Prebend at 2 pm on Saturday 29 
January 2022.  Gwen Emegbo describes herself as a lifelong 
Christian Aid supporter, working in the fundraising team at 

Christian Aid since 2000. In this time, she has visited various programmes and met 
with numerous programme staff and partners and seen first-hand the difference made 
by donations to Christian Aid.   She will talk about some of the ways that Christian Aid 
seeks to eradicate extreme poverty by tackling its root causes. Together with people 
living in poverty, we learn from each other, speak truth to power and create lasting 
change.  Light refreshments including mulled wine will be served. Attendees are 
asked to let Victoria Richardson know they are coming. Please bring cash for the 
retiring collection and raffle draw. 

 
Save the date: THE SIGHTS AND SOUNDS OF RIPON 2022 
Once again Ripon Cathedral will be one of the hosts of the city-wide 
event, The Sights and Sounds of Ripon, on Saturday 12th March, from 

11 am – 2pm.  There will be activities for all ages, music, as well as information about 
various agencies in Ripon that are here to help everyone to make the most out of 
living in our wonderful city.  Activities and displays will be held in the Cathedral, the 
Ripon Library and the three Ripon Museums.  Come and join in ‘blowing our horn’ for 
our wonderful city of Ripon!  All venues and activities are free. 
 

Ripon Community Link continues to fundraise for their new build 
project.  The project, to install a purpose built, modular classroom 
space and landscaped garden, is currently in the build phase and 
fundraising is focussing on fixtures and fittings.  When completed the 
build will provide good quality, adapted spaces allowing us to keep 
Members on site in Covid secure conditions.  If you would like to make 

a donation to the project please visit our Just Giving campaign 
page https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/newbuilding 

mailto:C3@riponcathedral.org.uk
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In early December Members of the Cathedral Flower Guild took their floral talents to 
the Walled Garden and made 30 wreaths to sell in the Walled Garden’s Xmas shop, 
contributing £600 to the new build project.   Everyone had a wonderful time and 
hope to return again next Christmas! 
 

Spring garden workshops led by professional Gardner Fran Morton are another 
fundraiser for  the building project.  Each workshop includes practical tips and tricks 
on growing and propagating plants and includes refreshments.  Numbers are limited 
to 8 per workshop, Cost £35.  Places can be booked by calling The Walled Garden on 
01765 609 229 or emailing fundraising@riponwalledgarden.org   Why not book at 
place as a gift for a friend? Gift vouchers can be posted to recipients.  

• Herbs, Edible Flowers and Propagation: Growing herbs and edible flowers. 
Date Saturday 16th April 2022  Time 10am – 12noon 

• Right Plant, Right Place : how to create a garden border and to propagate 
perennials.  Date Saturday 11th June 2022  Time 10am-12 noon 

FOOD BANK NEWS   With the festive season over we are into the tough 
months of January and February – especially tough for those who are 
struggling with winter fuel payments and increasing food prices.  Food 
Banks strive to help those in need, and at the moment are asking for the 

following as a priority:  In food, UHT milk, ready made custard, sugar, 
tinned fruit and bottled squash, tinned veg – especially potatoes, tinned meat 
and pies.  And in non-food:  toilet rolls, washing powder tablets (bio & non-bio), 
nappies and baby wipes.  Thank you. 
 

A basket for your donations can be found at the main entry to the Cathedral, or you 
can leave them at the Salvation Army centre in Lead Lane on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays from 9am to 3pm.  

 
Lots of news to report on the work of Ripon City 
of Sanctuary! 
Three new families were resettled to Ripon in November, 

including 6 children aged 3-8. Two families are Syrian, and one is Kurdish, living in 
Syria before the war. After their quarantine period they are settling in slowly but 
surely, and all seem very highly motivated to learn English and get involved in the 
community. They’ll be spending Christmas Day in the beautiful surroundings of Queen 
Mary’s School at Topcliffe, where a very kind and generous member of staff has given 
up her own Christmas day to host them.  
  

As for the RCofS Community Sponsorship project, in which the community resettles a 
refugee family themselves (rather than through government action), things have been 
going very well indeed. Thanks to the extraordinary generosity of the people of Ripon, 
enough funds have been raised to bring TWO families to Ripon.  Accommodations has 
been found for them and all that remains is to get the applications approved by the 
Home Office, and then the families should be here in Ripon by April.  
  

mailto:fundraising@riponwalledgarden.org


The Ripon Cof S school’s work is going well; every single school across Ripon (primary 
and secondary), as well as a good handful of village schools, have either already 
become a School of Sanctuary or are working towards it. This means that we’re 
working together to raise a generation that really understands refugee issues.   Ripon 
Grammar School held a No-uniform Day in support of Ripon City of Sanctuary in 
December.  
 

 As for campaigning, Ripon Cof S continues to fight the Nationality and Borders Bill, 
which will put an end to Britain’s current asylum system and replace it with a system 
that includes provisions for shipping people offshore (to places like Ascension Island), 
for criminalising refugees, and for deporting people who were born in the UK. We’re 
working closely with the inter-faith group JPIT to create a statement to be issued to 
ministers in early 2022.  
 

If you are interested in knowing more about any of this work, or might like to become 
involved go to https://ripon.cityofsanctuary.org 

  
 

 

ANYONE HAVE CONTACTS IN 
MELBOURNE, PRETORIA OR SARASOTA? 

 

As part of our 1350th plans we have been reaching out to Anglican churches around 
the world called St Wilfrid in order to build the Worldwide Wilfrid Web; we have had 
amazing responses from around the world and will be telling their stories in the 
cathedral and online. 
 
However 3 churches have not responded to our multiple contacts and we wondered if 
any of you had friends or relatives in these cities who could ‘pop round’ so we could 
open a contact?  
 
The 3 churches involved are 

1. St Cuthbert’s Grovedale with St Wilfrid’s Mount Duneed, Victoria 3216 
2. St Wilfrid’s Anglican Church, 96 Duxbury Road, Pretoria 
3. St Wilfrid’s Episcopal Church, 3773 Wilkinson Road, Sarasota, Florida 

 
Thanking you in advance.  Could you please let Judith know at the office if you are 
reaching out judithbustard@riponcathedral.org.uk 
 

mailto:judithbustard@riponcathedral.org.uk




SERVICE TIMES 
 
Sundays 
8.00am Eucharist   9.30am Morning Prayer (said) 
10.30am Sung Eucharist  12.30pm Eucharist (BCP) 
3.30pm Evensong 
 
Diary for the week 
Morning Prayer:               Monday to Saturday at 8.30am 
Evening Prayer:                Monday 6.00pm;  Saturday 5.30pm 
Choral Evensong:             Tuesday to Friday 6.00pm 

 

Weekday Eucharists  
9.00am   Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
10.00am  Wednesday (followed by coffee) 
12 noon  Tuesday, Friday and Saturday 
 

Further Information 

For further information on any of the events and services listed or for general 
information, please contact us on: 

Email:  postmaster@riponcathedral.org.uk 

Tel:  01765 603462 (Office)  01765 602072 (Chapter House) 

Or visit our website: www.riponcathedral.org.uk. 

 

Cathedral E newsletter 

If you wish to subscribe to the weekly electronic newsletter, please email Michele Gee 
(michellegee@riponcathedral.org.uk). 
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