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A NOTE FROM THE DEAN 
Dear Friends,  
Whatever is true, whatever is honourable… 
‘Whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just… think about these 
things.’ 
 

You may remember these words causing something of a stir when they were read by 
the Prime Minister during the jubilee service at St. Paul’s Cathedral at the beginning of 
June. What was obvious to everyone was that reflecting on St. Paul’s celebration and 
commendation of positive virtues in his Letter to the Philippians was wholly 
appropriate when honouring Her Majesty’s unquestionable commitment to public 
service, duty, and high moral standards over her long reign. We might be left wishing 
we could find these advantages in all our leaders. At the same time, we are bound to 
consider whether they are to be found sufficiently in ourselves.  
 

Over the last couple of months, we at Ripon Cathedral have been enjoying not only 
jubilee celebrations, but also a very full 1350th anniversary programme. Music, art, 
poetry, glorious worship, a son et lumiere, a beer festival, pilgrimages and social 
events have all played their part in our celebrations of both our crypt and community, 
stretching back to the time of Wilfrid and the dedication of his great basilica. Thanks 
to the Scott Brothers Duo, great musicians who provided us with a memorable organ 
and piano concert , we now have an animated film, set to music, which gives us a 
brilliantly entertaining way of introducing people of all ages and backgrounds to this 
long history.  
 

I believe that the way in which we are celebrating our significant anniversary is 
responding to St. Paul’s appeal to live in a way which is life-enhancing.  
 

He wrote, ‘Whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if 
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things 
that you have learned from me, and the God of peace will be with you.’  
 

Central to our celebration of both the Queen’s 70 year reign and the cathedral’s 
1350 year history is the acceptance that following Jesus Christ, for individuals, 
including leaders, and communities, not least the church, brings an integrity and 
quality of life which is life-enhancing.  
 

Rejoice in the Lord always… Do not worry… 
We can’t help noticing that we have been enjoying all our celebrations at a time 
when the world seems to be in greater torment and more uncertainty than usual. War 
in Europe - previously unimaginable, increases in global energy costs, the challenge of 
mass migration, painful increases in the cost of living, the struggle to recruit to 
essential jobs, and climate change – these are just some of the present difficulties 
which come to mind immediately. Many individuals and families will have others, as is 
always the case.  
This widespread story of suffering and woe might help us to see our celebrations as a 
useful tonic. There is some merit in that, as long as we are not simply escaping from 
the issues, of course. We are certainly not doing that. Daily in our services, we pray for 



those in need, we offer spiritual encouragement and resource wherever possible, and 
we do much to contribute practical help locally and regionally through our 
partnership with many other organisations. It was not an accident that another 
brilliant and very memorable concert, that given by the Black Dyke Band and the 
Brass Band of Lake Wobegon, USA, raised significant sums for our Cathedral 
Community Connection (C3) local partner charities.  
 

Perhaps it is especially important to attend to celebrations of Christian faithfulness 
and service, and ways of individual and community living which are -life-enhancing, 
when times are challenging. The passage in St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians which 
comes immediately before the one quoted about is,  
 

‘Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.’ 
 

This is a spiritual message with the capacity to influence how people live and to 
change the world for the better as a result. My hope is that with all we say and do in 
and through cathedral, people will hear something of this reassuring and motivating 
message.  My prayer, in these challenging and testing days, is that more people will 
hear it and take it to heart.  
 

Our 1350th celebrations carry on! 
 

Please, do continue to take note of the ongoing 1350th programme which continues 
for another four months.  Please see the details in the following pages. 
 

Explaining and celebrating three cathedrals in one diocese. 
Mention of the Diocese of Leeds inevitably results in a perplexed comment relating to 
it having three cathedrals. For some, having multiple cathedrals in a single diocese is 
a challenging concept. This is perfectly understandable when considering that Leeds 
is the first diocese in the history of the Church of England in which it has been tried.  
 

Reflecting on how well the three-cathedral arrangement is working in this diocese, 
and knowing the extent to which others are confused by it, the three deans and 
chairs of the three cathedral councils decided to write and publish a small booklet. It 
is entitled, An Explanation and Celebration of the Three Cathedrals of the Anglican 
Diocese of Leeds. We believe this could help the wider Church of England should it 
wish to consider further diocesan reorganisation. We certainly want people to 
understand that there are plenty of precedents outside the Church of England for 
dioceses having more than one cathedral, and that our three cathedrals work very 
effectively together in supporting the Bishop of Leeds and diocesan-wide mission.  
 
The booklet, An Explanation and Celebration of the Three Cathedrals of the Anglican 
Diocese of Leeds, is now on the cathedral website. Please, do take a look at it. If you 
can’t access the website, please, ask for a copy from the Cathedral Office. 
 



Ripon Cathedral Rural Forum, still supporting North Yorkshire a year on from the 
North Yorkshire Rural Commission. 
It is now twelve months since the North Yorkshire Rural Commission published its 
report at the 2021 Great Yorkshire Show.  Since then the Ripon Cathedral Rural 
Forum has facilitated a region-wide discussion about the Report.  This took place in 
the full meeting of the Forum in September, to which Commissioners and additional 
regional groups were invited.  The findings and recommendations of the Commission 
were warmly welcomed and the meeting affirmed the Commission’s proposal that 
North Yorkshire County Council should establish a task force to take forward its 
findings.  It has been a huge encouragement to many of us that the County Council 
did then establish this task force. 
 

A strong message that came from that September meeting to the Cathedral was that 
it should attempt to bring people together who could help to deliver the 
Commission’s recommendation that five new homes should be built in every civil 
parish across the rural areas of North Yorkshire over the next ten years.  Keen to 
respond to this, the Cathedral’s Rural Forum arranged a seminar on rural housing in 
spring of 2022. This brought together experts from across the country with intention 
of testing the credibility of the recommendation.  The conclusion at the end of the 
day was that it should be embraced with enthusiasm and ways should be found to 
bring organisations together who could make it a reality.  Since then I have chaired a 
meeting of representatives of community housing groups, housing associations, land 
owners, the Methodist church and our own diocese.  This is a conversation which is 
now on-going. 
 

Quite apart from responding constructively to the North Yorkshire Rural Commission 
Report, Ripon Cathedral Rural Forum continues to bring together individuals and 
organisations for the exchange of ideas and mutual encouragement. At the end of 
June a meeting of the full Forum covered topics such as animal welfare, 
environmentally friendly farming and diversification.   
 

This was a really inspiring, energising meeting in which we heard from some 
remarkable people -  farmers, landowners and rural businesses - about how they are 
being creative, taking the initiative and being entrepreneurial in the face of continued 
regarding government support for farmers. Some of the stories around environmental 
land management showed a real determination to move forward into the future in a 
constructive and positive way. 
 

The need for farmers to diversify is something which has been around for decades but 
what seemed fresh in the presentations made was the desire to be as environmentally 
friendly as possible and as inclusive as possible in relation to tourism within this rural 
region. 
 
Those attending left a clear message for those of us at the cathedral, requesting we 
carry on organising events that bring people together in this way to share ideas, 
information and experiences. 
 
With my very best wishes, Dean John 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Autumn Lecture Series 
Every Thursday from 22nd September – 13th October 

7.30pm – 9.00pm 
 

Wilfrid’s World 
As we celebrate the 1350 anniversary of our crypt, built by St Wilfrid in 672, we also 
celebrate his role in the spread of Christianity in England and on the continent. And 
so, as part of this special year, we are taking the opportunity to explore Wilfrid’s 
national and international importance in a series of four talks which draw upon the 
latest research.  Join us to look outwards from Ripon to ‘Wilfrid’s World’. 
 

Each of our speakers has researched and published on Wilfrid and his rich network of 
colleagues and associates, patrons and protégés. Come and discover more about 
them in this series of free lectures, and talk to the speakers afterwards over a glass of 
wine.  
 

Thursday 22 September 7.30pm – 9.00pm  
Wilfrid’s Creation of Rome in Ripon 
Professor Joyce Hill  
Emeritus Professor, University of Leeds 
Member of the Chapter of Ripon Cathedral. 
 

The series begins with Professor Hill showing us the many different ways in which 
Wilfrid brought the international world to Ripon. These were pioneering 
developments with a very clear purpose — the living out of Wilfrid’s commitment to 
the universal church.  
 
Thursday 29 September 7.30pm - 9.00pm  
Ripon and Wilfrid’s Monastic Empire 
Professor Sarah Foot 
Regius Professor of Ecclesiastical History, University of Oxford 
 

Professor Foot looks beyond Ripon in a different way, examining Wilfrid’s many 
monastic foundations throughout England, and exploring some of the influential 
relationships he had with other leaders of the church, notably Aethelthryth 
(Etheldreda), founder of Ely. 
 
 
 



Thursday 6 October 7.30pm – 9.00pm 
Wilfrid, Willibrord and the Expansion of Christian Europe 
Professor James Palmer 
Professor of Mediaeval History, University of St Andrews. 
 

In the third lecture Professor Palmer looks even farther afield, examining Wilfrid’s role 
in bringing Christianity to north-west Europe. He undertook missionary work here 
himself, and also supported the mission of Willibrord, Apostle of the Frisians, who had 
begun his religious career as a member of the Ripon monastic community under 
Wilfrid. 
 
Thursday13 October 7.30pm – 9.00pm 
Wilfrid and Benedict Biscop: Revisiting their Gallic Connections 
Professor Ian Wood 
Emeritus Professor, University of Leeds 

 

The final lecture returns to England, in that it explores Wilfrid’s relationship with 
another pioneer, his fellow-Northumbrian Benedict Biscop, who founded the 
monasteries of Monkwearmouth and Jarrow. Yet what Professor Wood focuses upon is 
the international nature of their world through his examination of their connections in 
Gaul. It is a fitting conclusion to our exploration of the richness of ‘Wilfrid’s World’ — 
a world that helps us understand what Wilfrid established here in Ripon and the 
legacy we have in our crypt, built 1350 years ago. 
 
Booking Information 
 
Thanks to funding from the Friends of Ripon Cathedral the lectures are FREE to attend.  
 
The combined programme of lectures collectively builds the story of Wilfrid’s World 
but each speaker has designed their lecture to work also as an individual stand-alone 
lecture. 
 
Tickets can be booked via our website at www.riponcathedral.org.uk/1350th 
alternatively tickets are available on the door on the evening.   
 

http://www.riponcathedral.org.uk/1350th


 

 

 





NEWS FROM THE CANON PASTOR 
 
In the summertime…. 
 
…it is good to take the chance to relax a little and enjoy things that are best done in 
the summer weather. We have some suggestions for you to enjoy with us. 
Elsewhere you’ll see information from Darcy about the summer holiday day trip we 
are planning for children and parents/grandparents to Monk Park Farm near Thirsk. 
Please do book early if you’d like to take part in this. We had a lovely Messy Picnic with 
some families in June, drawing new people in, and we hope to include as many 
people as possible in this trip. 
 
We also have our now-annual Summer afternoon tea party in Thorpe Prebend, free 
for anyone who would like to attend to share conversation and an excellent afternoon 
tea in the house and in the garden if the weather is fine. See the poster for details but 
do remember to let Victoria know if you’re planning to come. Also, if you’re a baker 
and would be willing to bake or to help, please tell Loretta who is organising the 
food. I expect there are people who would like to come and enjoy the tea who will 
need a lift, so if you’d be willing to give lifts to one or two people, please let me 
know.  
 
And finally, as things get back to near-normal this summer, the St Wilfrid Parade is 
taking place again this year - 2 pm on Saturday 30th July. The Cathedral ‘float’ will be 
Charlie Brown’s magnificent vast St Wilfrid Tart – to be seen to be believed! The good 
news is that it is on good wheels. The bad news is that the wheels only move it 
forward if people push it along!  (NB that last time it was the only carbon neutral float 
in the procession!) 
 
So we do need some adults and teenagers who are prepared to help with this, for all 
or part of the time from 1.45 to 4 pm. It is great fun to take part and the walking is 
done in stages around the city ending at the cathedral.  Older children too would 
enjoy taking part, (say from about the age of 8) so long as they have a responsible 
adult in charge of them. 
 
In the past Revd Caitlin organised people to bake real Wilfra Tarts which were then 
given out free as we walked as a symbol of generosity. If anyone would like to bake 
some, that would be terrific. I have a recipe for making them if you need it. And, if 
you don’t want to process or to bake, do remember to come out onto the street 
route to cheer us on! 

Canon Ailsa 

 



Messy Picnic – Caring for God’s Creation 
 
On Sunday 26th July some of our Cathedral families came together in the Dean’s 
Garden for our annual family picnic. It was a wonderful fun occasion for families to 
gather together and enjoy a picnic lunch, and for the children to run around, explore 
and play. Together we explored how the natural world cares for us, and how we can 
care for the world in return. We heard the story of how the prophet Elijah was fed by 
ravens in the wilderness, made natural sculptures with the materials we could find 
around us, and made bird feeders to take home. They also painted some beautiful 
bird and butterfly boxes which will eventually be put up in the Dean’s Garden. The 
bird and butterfly boxes came from Jennyruth Workshops, and the children have been 
really creative with their designs.  It will be very exciting to see them in situ! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 







Books of the Bible Quiz 
 

The answers are the name of a book of the Bible (Old and New Testament) 

Clues may be straightforward or cryptic! 

1. 1,2,3,4,5…        

2. Sounds like an organic compound     

3. Dalton, Spall or Peake      

4. They had a famous temple to Artemis   

5. Part of a song by the Beatles     

6. Julius Caesar, Caligula, Pliny      

7. Lord Bingham and Lord Denning    

8. Mark Twain’s real first name      

9. Another day, another dollar/Any port in a storm  

10. Emmerdale Brearly       

11. Do they come from Manila?     

12. Contained in the name of a C S Lewis series   

13. An afterthought, money given to the poor   

14. Sounds like a crooked facial feature over the nose  

15. Oh, woe is me, woe is me     

16. He had a whale of a time     

17. Exposure and bombshell      

18. They are famous for their canal     

19. Stain         

20. Scenes from it are in the Sistine Chapel   

21. Starts with the first 6 letters of a form of hydrogen   

22. Royal Academy’s first president’s first name   

23. Deeds         

24. Sounds as though it should be a spell for “Rise up”  

 

Answers can be found at www.riponcathedral.org.uk/answers or in the Cathedral 

shop. 

 

Are you interested in creating something like this? Email 

rachaelsharp@riponcathedral.org.uk  

 

 

http://www.riponcathedral.org.uk/answers
mailto:rachaelsharp@riponcathedral.org.uk


NEWS FROM THE ENVIROMENT COMMITTEE 
Growing Greener at Ripon Cathedral 

 
Bronze Eco Church Award – justification, date 
Some people are surprised to learn that Ripon Cathedral participates in the A Rocha 
Eco Church scheme. This article explains why they are surprised and what we have 
achieved so far. 
 

In 2019, the cathedral was able to get a Bronze Award in the A Rocha Eco Church 
Scheme.  This involved the cathedral looking at its mission in various areas and 
making it more eco-friendly. The areas are  

1. Our worship and teaching 

2. Our buildings  

3. How we look after our land  

4. How we engage with the community  

5. How we tell our environmental story and encourage others to live a more 

sustainable life. 
 

To gain the bronze award we developed our recycling systems, started transferring 
to LED lighting, improved the conservation area in the churchyard, engaged more 
with our rural community and brought them into the cathedral, and set up our first 
Eco Group. 
 

However due to the covid pandemic this work was suspended until 2021, when a 
new Eco Committee was formed to continue with the Eco Church initiative and 
particularly to inform and engage with the congregation on environmental concerns 
and living sustainably.  
 

Now the cathedral is on the journey to gain a Silver Eco Church award.  
The first and most important step taken was to include Caring for Creation as the 
fifth mark of mission in our 2022 five-year plan, ‘Growing God’s Kingdom’. This 
incorporates the challenge of reaching Net Zero Carbon 2030. The new Environment 
and Net Zero Committee reports to Chapter.   As well, an Eco Action Group has been 
formed to engage directly with the congregation. 
 

In our buildings  

• we have installed some secondary glazing in various buildings including a trial 

on the clerestory windows on the library roof on the south east corner of the 

cathedral.  

• more lights have gone over to LED and we have included some motion detector 

lights in less used areas  

• the insulation has been topped up in the various roof spaces around the estate. 

• the energy efficient water boiler was installed in the cathedral kitchen and we 

use eco-friendly cleaning products.  

On our land  

• bird boxes have gone up around the estate  

• a landscape plan is being developed to improve the bio-diversity of our land 



• the bee hives are thriving on the south-east roof  

• the messy cathedral team are making more bird boxes and bug hotels for the 

estate 
 

We are committed to this challenging journey. Our next big push will be 
reducing our energy use (our carbon footprint) which is good for the 
environment and Cathedral finances. 

• The increasing cost of gas and electricity is making a very big negative impact  

on the cathedral finances. We have to use less energy.  

• More LED lights will help but we need to find ways to use less gas, which is a 

challenge in a building like the cathedral. 

 
Net Zero Carbon Routemap 2030 Vote at General Synod on July 7th  
This Routemap has been consulted on since February 2020. The results can be read 
online on the Church of England website -  
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/environment-and-climate-change/net-
zero-carbon-routemap  

 
The Eco Action Group has been formed to provide a focus for the congregation on 
issues such as Caring for Creation, Climate Change and Climate Justice across all areas 
of cathedral life. 
 

The volunteer members, so far, are Ros Swaney (Cathedral Environmental Officer), 
Dorothy Gray (Christian Aid and Synod Rep) and Loretta Williams (PCC).  
 

The first priority of the group is to raise awareness of the Eco Church Scheme with a 
coffee morning and exhibition in October. 
 
Celebration of the Eco Church Scheme  
Until now, the Eco Church Scheme has been followed quietly behind the scenes.  
It will be celebrated officially at the Harvest Service on October 2nd and a 
questionnaire will be available for the congregation to express their opinions.  
 
BOOK REVIEW by Dorothy Gray, June 2022 
 

Drawdown: The Most Comprehensive Plan Ever Proposed to 

Reverse Global Warning edited by Paul Hawken Published in UK by 

Penguin in paperback and available on kindle 
 

This book outlines the solutions, in priority order of their impact, to 

not only halt but reverse climate change. The solutions are practical 

and proposed by leading international scientists, researchers, and 

policy makers. If you have ever wondered whether you should reduce or stop using 

aircraft or switch to a plant rich diet this is for you. You will have the facts at your 

fingertips. 
 

The aim of publishing the book, rooted in evidence, is to tell the world’s population 

what they can do to halt global warming. It is published in the UK by Penguin and has 

 



a forward by Prince Charles. The spirit of the book’s authors is to be kind and 

compassionate so that the world is left to the next generations in a better state. If you 

want to know what to campaign for or how to change your lifestyle this book lets you 

know. Some solutions are familiar, but some will surprise you. 

There are sections on Energy; Food; Transportation; Land Use and Women and Girls 

amongst others. Each solution is ascribed a rank by the climate scientists according to 

the impact of the action on the climate and the financial costs. Composting is sixty on 

the list and the number one global bad habit is air conditioning. Copenhagen is billed 

as the world's number one liveable city due in large part to its biking infrastructure 

which embraces the cyclist. My favourite solution is the education of young women 

and girls which is ranked as number six solution. A plant rich diet comes up as the 

number four most important solution. 

This book is rich in detail and evidence. It gives hope and inspiration.      

Biodiversity on your Doorstep – now summer is here, we will be enjoying nature in 
all its variety and wonder. If you notice any good ideas to encourage nature, please 
share them with the Eco Action Group – roslynswaney@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Cathedral Churchyard – cow parsley following the snowdrops 
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Wild orchids and yellow rattle in the ancient meadow grass at Sharrow churchyard
  

 

   
 

Two wildflower gardens have replaced small areas of grass 





‘C3: CATHEDRAL COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
 



 
 





CATHEDRAL GIFT SHOP 
Opening times:  Monday – Saturday 10-5pm  Sundays – Noon–4.00pm 

Wilfrid Bear  Never fear Wilfrid is here! .. and just in time to help celebrate our 
1350th anniversary. 
 
Dressed in black hooded robes adorned with a gold 
cross with him name on a paw, Wilfrid bear is a lovely 
soft and cuddly teddy bear that is sure to become a 
child’s favourite. He measures 6” high sitting and is 
suitable for age 3 years+. Come along to the shop to 
pick up your very own unique and collectable Wilfrid for 
only £12.95. 
 
 

 
One woman and a pair of knitting needles.. 
 
It all started when I asked myself how I could help the people of Ukraine, what are my 
skills, what can I do? I can knit. So my ‘production line’ of knitted hearts commenced. 
For a donation that would go to the Red Cross, people could take away their own 
knitted stuffed heart. Any spare time I had was devoted to creating these hearts. After 
much click clacking of needles and the generosity of staff, volunteers and cathedral 
visitors I am very pleased to say that £800 was raised and with gift aid added took the 
total donation up to an amazing £1000. A massive thank you to all who donated to 
enable this to happen. 

Lynn Shaw, Cathedral Shop Manager 
 



SERVICE TIMES 
Sundays 
8.00am Eucharist   9.30am Morning Prayer (said) 
10.30am Sung Eucharist  12.30pm Eucharist (BCP) 
3.30pm Evensong 

Weekdays 
8.30am   Morning Prayer 
9.00am   Eucharist Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
10.00am  Wednesday followed by coffee and mingle 
12 noon  Eucharist Tuesday, Friday and Saturday 
6.00pm  Evensong (or said Evening Prayer)  (Saturday 5.30pm) 
 

Mondays 10.30am The Magdalen Fellowship. Please join us for a time of silence 
and reflection every Monday morning at St John’s Sharow.  Coffee served afterwards.  
Eucharist with Laying on of Hands on first Monday of the month. For further 
information, contact Anne-Marie Tarter 602129  
 

Thursdays (most Thursdays – see the monthly events schedule) 1.00pm Lunchtime 
Concert in the Quire (free). 

Parish lunch in the Cathedral Hall – 12 noon – all welcome 

2nd July, 6th August, 3rd September, 1st October, 5th November, 10th December 
 

Further Information 

For further information on any of the events and services listed or for general 
information, please contact us on: 
Email:  postmaster@riponcathedral.org.uk 
Tel:  01765 603462 (Office)  01765 602072 (Chapter House) 
Or visit our website: www.riponcathedral.org.uk. 
Cathedral E newsletter 
If you wish to subscribe to the weekly electronic newsletter, please email Michelle 
Gee (michellegee@riponcathedral.org.uk). 
 

The Ripon Cathedral 1350th Anniversary Prayer 
 

Gracious God, 
as we celebrate the 1350th anniversary of Ripon’s Anglo-Saxon crypt, 

we give you thanks for its ancient stones which bear witness to your faithfulness to us 
in every generation. 

As Wilfrid, holy and bold, built up your Church in his day, 
so may we now, in and through this Cathedral, 

bear witness to the inclusive good news of your kingdom 
for this city, diocese and region. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen 

mailto:postmaster@riponcathedral.org.uk
http://www.riponcathedral.org.uk/

