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A NOTE FROM THE DEAN 
 
Growing into the most perfect community.    
 

Have you ever longed to live in the most perfect, loving community? Trinity Sunday 
reminds us that we are invited to do exactly that. This newsletter is published on 
Trinity Sunday, setting the scene for June and July in the life of the cathedral and the 
wider community.  
 

We have just celebrated the Feast of Pentecost (Whit Sunday), thanking God for the 
dramatic outpouring of his Holy Spirit on the Church; given to lead us into all truth 
and to bring people and peoples into unity. And the recent annual meeting of the 
church council (the body representing congregations in the governance of the 
Cathedral) provided countless examples of how the Holy Spirit is at work in people’s 
lives in community service within and beyond the cathedral.  This all relates to our 
celebrations on Trinity Sunday and the insight it provides.  
 

There is nothing like sharing a meal together and offering and receiving hospitality. 
Thankfully, many of us have been reminded of this indoors as well as outdoors in 
recent weeks. Abraham, back in the book of Genesis, showed hospitality and was 
blessed beyond his imagining. It was so unimaginable - the promise of a child in old 
age – that his wife Sarah laughed. I wonder how often we let out a nervous, or 
cynical, or disbelieving laugh when God is trying to bless us beyond our imagining. 
Perhaps when he is trying to tell us that things can get better for the church and the 
communities it serves. 
 

Abraham showed hospitality to three men at the oaks of Mamre; he was providing 
refreshment to none other than the Lord himself. And since the early Christian 
centuries this passage has seemed to affirm the Church’s belief that God is Trinity. It 
certainly inspired Rublev in the painting of his now well-known icon.    
 

 
Rublev’s icon shows Abraham’s guests at 
Mamre, interpreted as a picture of the 
Trinity. When seen in colour, the figure on 
the right wears green and blue robes – 
representing earth and heaven. Here is the 
Holy Spirit - the one at home on earth 
(green), connecting us with the divine (blue).  
 
He bows his head to the central figure, God 
the Son, robed partly in blue, and the royal 
robes of empire. He is the one who returned 
to heaven in glory as the all-conquering king 
(servant king!) who was victorious over sin 
and death.  
 



His head is bowed as he looks to the figure on his right – God the Father whose blue 
robe is well hidden by translucent robes that speak of eternal glory.   Each is distinct, 
but together, in a community of mutual love, for ever one: 3 in 1; 1 in 3.  
 
Rublev helps us to recognise a truth of God which is relevant for us as we reflect on 
lessons learned in recent times about the importance of community, and as we look 
forward in hope. At the heart of God is a loving community. This is not an insular 
community caring only for itself, but one which appears to be open, inviting us in; 
inviting us in to take a seat at the table and be caught up in the life of heaven.  
 
Ripon Cathedral, like every church, serves God’s mission best when it seeks to be a 
community reflecting the loving community that is God. That involves having strong 
bonds between us while at the same time being inclusive and open to all as equal 
children of God. And caring for all, not least the weak, vulnerable and those who 
otherwise would be on the margins of society is integral to this.  
 
Much has been spoken and written about the importance of safeguarding within the 
church in recent times, not least because of failures to be the perfect community. All 
churches, cathedrals and diocesan structures now have their safeguarding policies 
and procedures. These are important; a culture of mutual care and respect is 
foundational. This is something we work hard to achieve here at Ripon Cathedral and 
our effectiveness will be checked out in an audit which is to take place in July. The 
SCIE (Social Care Institute for Excellence) has been auditing dioceses and cathedrals 
around the country. It is my hope their work here will show how much good work 
takes place, as well as pointing us towards ways of development and becoming even 
better.  
 
Considering this community of Christ’s Church of which we are privileged to be a 
part, there is unity which contains diversity. And the differences can be enriching; 
bringing people together who would not otherwise have regarded themselves as 
belonging to each other or caring for each other. Hopefully, a heart-felt desire 
emerges to grow together into the loving mystery which is God.  It was Michael 
Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury, in the middle of the 20th century, who once 
wrote, when reflecting on Christian unity, ‘Unity is God’s alone, and in him alone can 
anything on earth be said to be united.’ 
 
As a cathedral, we also value working in partnership with the wider church and other 
sectors of society; all those who want to strengthen community and make life better 
for all. May we all grow into the community which is God, seeking to develop 
communities on earth which are more like his heavenly kingdom than otherwise they 
would be.  
 
 
 
 
 



The Appointment of a Director of Development for Ripon Cathedral.  
  
Last week, I was delighted to announce the appointment of Jo Bussey as our Director 
of Development at Ripon Cathedral.  
  
This is a new post which has been made possible thanks to steady development over 
recent years and some support from the Church Commissioners’ Cathedrals 
Sustainability Fund. Jo will lead the new Development Department which includes the 
staff of RCDT (Margaret Hammond, Development Manager; Georgina Melvin, 
Fundraising and Events Officer; Carolyn Sands, Finance Officer), along with Joe 
Priestley, Marketing Officer, and Michele Gee, Communications Officer.  
  
As we emerge from the third lockdown and look forward to advancing further with 
our strategy, Growing God’s Kingdom, the creation of the new department and the 
appointment of a director to lead it represents an exciting and significant step 
forward.  
  
Jo comes to us from The National Science and Media Museum (Bradford) and The 
National Science and Industry Museum (Manchester) with over twenty years of 
experience of marketing and fundraising. She also has qualifications and experience in 
heritage management and environmental management.  
  
We very much look forward to Jo joining us on 1st July.  
 
With my very best wishes 
 
Dean John 
 
 
  

Congratulations 
 
We were delighted to learn on Thursday, 27 May that Her Majesty the Queen has 
agreed the nomination of Canon Sam Corley to be suffragan bishop of Stockport in 
the Chester Diocese. Sam is Team Rector of Leeds and a very engaged honorary 
canon of Ripon Cathedral.  
 
Sam will be consecrated in York Minster in July. We congratulate him, and pray for 
him and his family as he prepares to begin this new stage of his ministry.  
 
We also pray for Leeds Minster and the Leeds Team Ministry as they prepare for the 
vacancy.  



SAFEGUARDING AT RIPON CATHEDRAL 
 

Safeguarding of all involved in the life of the cathedral and of all our visitors is a 
hugely important part of how we operate as a Christian community here. Indeed the 
Church of England is conscious of our need to sharpen our practice across the whole 
church to ensure we follow current best practice in all our safeguarding procedures. 
As a result the National Safeguarding Team has been strengthened and (the SCIE) has 
been commissioned first to carry out an independent audit of all the dioceses in the 
Church of England and secondly to carry out a similar audit of each cathedral. We are 
currently preparing for our own audit which will take place in July this year. 
 

For that we need YOUR help. it is often said safeguarding is everyone’s job. If it takes a 
village to raise a child, it certainly takes the whole cathedral community to ensure 
everyone is kept safe. The SCIE auditors are conscious of that and keen to hear the 
views of people within and around the cathedral about their experiences. So this is to 
warn you that in the course of the next few weeks an email will come to all on our 
email lists asking that you take the time to follow a link to an on-line questionnaire. It 
is completely confidential and will go straight to the auditors without reference to 
anyone in the cathedral, so you can feel secure that your confidence will be kept.  
 

Dean John and Chapter hope you will feel able to help in this way and contribute to a 
comprehensive audit of how we operate here. 
 
Canon Ailsa 
 

 

 

 

THE SUMMER ORGAN FESTIVAL 

 
The Summer Organ Festival returns with a series of 7.30pm Thursday evening recitals 
given by the cathedral organists and by Jonathan Scott. 
 
Tickets will shortly be available in advance from Eventbrite and on the door. 

 

• Thursday 17th June: Peter Wright 

• Thursday 24th June: Tim Harper 

• Thursday 1st July: Tom Coxhead 

• Thursday 8th July: Jonathan Scott 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Giving has now been made easier with our new text to give. You can donate from as 
little as £1 up to £20 direct from your mobile phone. Your donation will be added to 
your phone bill or deducted from your credit. Each text costs one standard rate 
message on top of your donation. 
 
To donate towards A Wing and A Prayer text ANGEL, to donate to Ripon Cathedral in 
lieu of the collection plate, text RIPONGIVE followed by your amount to 70450, e.g. 
ANGEL 3 to 70470 to donate £3 towards A Wing and A Prayer. 
 
If you would prefer to give online, you can still donate through our website at 
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/139#!/DonationDetails to donate to Ripon 
Cathedral and https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/12976#!/DonationDetails to donate 
to A Wing and A Prayer. 
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CATHEDRAL GIFT SHOP 

 
Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 12-3pm. Tel: 01765 601347  

Welcome back to the Cathedral shop! 
 
It certainly has been a very long time and a strange time since we were fully open, 
but, now we are back and looking forward to seeing all of our ‘regular’ customers 
once more, and to greet newcomers and visitors alike. We are hoping for a busy 
summer as we all adjust again to a new normal. 
 
Our doors are open, the shelves are stocked, it will be lovely to see you. 

 
 
 

FAMILY TRIP TO HESKETH FARM PARK 
TUESDAY 27TH JULY 

 
Join us for a family day out to Hesketh Farm Park. 
 
Hesketh Farm Park is a working farm in the heart of the Yorkshire Dales, just 1 mile 
from the village of Bolton Abbey. They have all manner of animals from sheep and 
cows, to ducks and giant tortoises. You can pet Guinea Pigs, feed calves, collect eggs, 
and brush ponies, as well as enjoying their indoor and outdoor play areas, and having 
a drink or an ice cream in their café. You can even enjoy a tractor ride!  
 
Families must make their own way to the farm but admission will be free of charge. 
Booking is essential and places are limited so email Darcyallen@riponcathedral.org.uk 
to secure your place. 
 
 

mailto:Darcyallen@riponcathedral.org.uk


 

 



NEWS FROM THE CANON PASTOR 
 

As things open up again this summer, you’ll see in this newsletter that there will be a 
number of different opportunities to enjoy each other’s company. 
 

After-service coffee will be permitted we hope from the easing of lockdown, if it goes 
ahead as provisionally planned, on 21st June. So all being well, on Sunday 27th for the 
first time in way over a year, there will be coffee, tea and juice in the south transept 
after the service.  
 

This first occasion co-incides with ‘Godparent Sunday’ our celebration of the 
relationship of parents and godparents. The Growth Committee have decided this first 
coffee will provided by the PCC members and various people are promising home-
made cakes and biscuits too. Do plan to stay. Remember your godchild is never too 
old to be celebrated and everyone is encouraged to invite along godchildren or their 
own godparents to this special service.  
 

There will be a couple of changes to how things used to be. First, the kitchen is not so 
safe to be in as it is rather cramped, so we are going back to disposable cups for the 
drinks. These will be fully compostable (so environmentally friendly) but in order to 
save waste, please do feel free to bring your own re-fillable coffee cup and then take 
it home with you.  
 

Secondly, rather than operate a sign-up list for doing coffee, Jean Dunn is planning on 
developing a rota for coffee. Can you offer to help from time to time? New people to 
the rota will be paired with someone who knows the ropes well so it is easy to find 
out what to do. It involves arriving around 9.45 to get set up before the service, 
serving coffee at the end and then tidying up. 
 

It is a great way to get to know more people and a good way to contribute to our life 
together. And you don’t need to be female to do it! We have a few – but only a few! - 
brave men who admit to knowing how to make coffee and it would be good to have 
more. The women have a hunch that there are a few more men around who include 
tea and coffee making in their life skills! Do contact Jean if you’d like to know more 
(without commitment) or you know you’d be willing to help. 
 

For those with children in tow on Godparent Sunday we are continuing the 
celebration with a ‘Messy Picnic’ in the Dean’s Garden afterwards. It will give some 
fun to the children and a chance for the adults to relax, all being well with the 
weather. Bring a picnic and something to sit on but do let Darcy know how many 
children you are bringing so we’ve enough craft materials for all. If the weather is 
poor we hope we can hold it in the cathedral but that will depend in part on what the 
Government’s indoors rules are at that point. 
 

Finally, you’ll see the advert for Picnic in the Park, an early evening of entertainment in 
the Dean’s Garden on Saturday 17th July with a great band, a cash barbeque and bar 
and an ice-cream van as well. You must buy tickets in advance for this from the shop. 
They are £5 per adult, including up to 2 children admitted free. 
 

Canon Ailsa 



 



 







 

NEWS FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

 

Many things have happened in the music department over the last couple of months, 
perhaps most importantly the return of singing to acts of worship from lay clerks and 
choristers. 
 
On Palm Sunday the lay clerks returned, and the choristers returned very soon 
afterwards, singing at both Sunday morning Communion services and Sunday 
Evensong services. The girl choristers also sing at the Wednesday evensong service 
and the boys on Thursdays. The lay clerks also sing on their own on Tuesday and 
Friday. Where else in these times which are still bereft of much culture, would you be 
able to hear a professional choir sing, for free? If you have not been to Evensong 
recently, please come along, it is a wonderful opportunity to take time each day to 
step aside and immerse yourself in a time of prayer and reflection in the presence of 
God. 
 
These acts of worship do not just happen, and neither does the singing just happen! 
They are the result of meticulous planning and preparation. The music department at 
Ripon has been blessed with skilled musicians and leaders for many years and we 
rejoice that that tradition is to continue. It was announced in May that Dr. Ronny 
Krippner, currently organist and Director of Choral Music at Croydon Minster and 
Whitgift School in South Croydon has been appointed as Director of Music at Ripon 
Cathedral. Ronny will take up his place on 1 Jan 2022 succeeding Peter Wright our 
Interim Director of Music who in turn carries on the wonderful traditions established 
by his predecessors. 
 
This joy is tinged with sadness for us as our Assistant organist, Tom Coxhead is moving 
on to take up a place on the prestigious Choral conducting course at the Royal 
Academy of Music in London. Tom has been with us for two years now in this, his 
second incarnation at Ripon Cathedral. Tom has been a great help in playing an 
important part, with the rest of the team, in the steering of the music department 
through the ramifications of COVID lockdowns and emergence. 
 
Talking of moving on, we were very pleased to welcome three new choristers into the 
choir in early May. These individuals have served their time as probationers were 
ready for promotion to full chorister status. A significant number of established 
choristers were also promoted with new medals being proudly worn. Congratulations 
to all who were promoted. New probationers are also graduating from the junior 
choir showing that despite the pandemic, recruitment is still possible and happening. 
 
We look forward to the sustained emergence from lockdown restrictions during 
summer, so that the choir can continue to glorify God in worship in Ripon Cathedral. 
We also fervently pray for the return of congregational singing too! 
 



Canon Michael Gisbourne 



 
C3: CATHEDRAL COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 

Ripon Cathedral is committed to supporting our community through partnerships 
with local charities.  That support includes both prayer and practical action. 
If you want to know more about C3 and how you could be involved contact us at    
C3@riponcathedral.org.uk or telephone the Cathedral Office 01765 603462.   

 
In celebration of National Volunteers Week (1-7 June),  
C3 has been busy working with the very talented Charlie Brown 
(Head Verger and film-maker extraordinaire!)  to put together a 
30 minute film in celebration of the work of local charities and 
volunteer groups during the Covid lockdowns.  This film was 

funded by the PCC with   
a matching grant from Harrogate Borough Council.  There will be a link to this film on 
the Cathedral website, but watch the Cathedral e-news and Facebook page etc for 
more information.   
 

Two of the groups being highlighted in the film are our own Welcomers and Guides, 
and our Chaplains.  For this newsletter we want to give you a bit more of an insight 
into what this very valuable group of people actually do in the Cathedral. 
 

The Venerable Clive Mansell who leads the Guides and Welcomers to explains a 
bit about the Ministry of Welcome in the Cathedral: 
In every “normal” year up to 100,000 visitors from places near and places very far 
away come into Ripon Cathedral. Each is special to us and our volunteer Welcomers 
and Guides seek to make them feel special.  
Entering Ripon the cathedral can be a stunning and a homely experience for people, - 
stunning because of its great size and age, and homely, because visitors find it 
friendly, and that friendliness begins when a volunteer Welcomer greets them and 
offers a free leaflet with which to explore the cathedral. 
In the months of the pandemic, when the cathedral could not be open for tourists, 
volunteers still offered a greeting and welcome (and perhaps re-assurance) to those 
coming for private prayer, for reflection in the peace and space of this great place of 
worship, or to light a candle for themselves or others. 
On their journey through the cathedral, many a visitor (of any years of age) gets into 
conversation with one of our volunteer Guides, who gives them fascinating and often 
fun-filled information about features of the cathedral.   
We look forward to sharing the joys of the cathedral with many, many more people 
this year, especially in what may be a very busy “staycation summer”. 
We are very grateful indeed to our volunteers for all that they do.  Welcoming visitors 
and helping them to make the most of their time in the cathedral are hugely valued 
roles.  
 

If you might like to be a volunteer, do contact the cathedral office (01765 
603462. You do not need any prior experience or specialist knowledge. Training will 
be given. If you enjoy helping people, Welcoming and/or Guiding could be for you. 
Most such volunteers undertake a fortnightly shift of just over 2 hours. 

mailto:C3@riponcathedral.org.uk


 
Canon Wendy Wilby who leads the Cathedral Chaplains explains their role 
during lockdown: 
The Cathedral Chaplaincy is made up of voluntary clergy and lay readers who take it 
in turn to offer a service of listening and prayer with our visitors.  Since the Cathedral 
has been open for private prayer in lockdown, a number of Chaplains  felt able to be 
present for any people who crossed the threshold to support them if necessary. The 
Cathedral has been very grateful to them as well as to those who stepped in and did 
some extra Chaplaincy sessions following Philip, Duke of Edinburgh's death.  
 

But life is beginning to change now. People are feeling braver about coming to see 
us, numbers are increasing and many more Chaplains are returning. 
 

Lizzie Reynolds, our placement ordinand, has come up with a brilliant idea which is a 
piece of artwork as we gradually come out of lockdown. People are saying interesting 
things as they enter the Cathedral and Lizzie has collected just a few of these brief 
but pithy remarks: 

‘This is the first time I have been out for 14 months – I’ve been shielding’ 
‘I’ve sat on that bench opposite every day for years and never come in until 
today’ 
‘I’m glad that when I’m gone, this will still be here’ 

Lizzie will then create some 'Word Art ' which will mark this particular moment in 
time as we emerge from lockdown into relative normality. The artwork will be 
displayed towards the end of June and through July in the South Transept. 

 
Ripon Library is loaning free Mood Bags to anyone who is 
feeling a bit low after the long Covid restrictions.  They 
contain self-help books, colouring books, recipes, puzzles and 
a relaxation CD as well as health information and advice. 

 
 

At the Ripon Walled Garden the team have been working 
tirelessly to prepare and nurture the plants for sale. This year the 
plants are stronger and wider ranging than ever. Please visit the 
Walled Garden to buy your bedding plants, baskets, compost and 
of course homemade produce. You can also buy a Takeaway drink 
and cake and you are welcome to wander around the beautiful 

garden, Orchard and The Woodland which is now fully open to the public. All 
purchases go to supporting the work of this charity for adults and young people with 
learning disabilities.   
 

Our next "Live" event Covid restrictions allowing will be a Harvest 
supper on 25 September. There will be entertainment a quiz and 
raffle as well as food and drinks. Save the date and watch for details 
of where to get tickets as places will be limited 

 



Christian Aid Week during Covid was a bit different! Nevertheless 19 dedicated 
volunteers delivered 1782 envelopes to houses in the Cathedral parish and by 
Sunday, 16 May the total pledges made online through the Ripon CA committee 
website was £1513. Returned envelopes to the Cathedral office will be counted 
shortly and the figure for cash donations will be published. A huge thank you to all 
who posted envelopes.  
 

Christian Aid is calling on the UK government to join with others in the international 
community to pursue an immediate ceasefire in the Israel-Gaza conflict. You can 
add your name to the petition by going to: 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/stand-palestinians-and-
israelis-call-ceasefire-today 

 
Ripon City of Sanctuary has made a good start in their process toward 
sponsoring a refugee family to come to live in Ripon. A steering 
committee has been formed and in the first month they raised a third of 
the £9000 the UK government requires.  If you would like to donate, 

please go to https://ripon.cityofsanctuary.org/community-sponsorship/donate  
 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/stand-palestinians-and-israelis-call-ceasefire-today
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/stand-palestinians-and-israelis-call-ceasefire-today


 



 


