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Welcome to Ripon Cathedral for our celebration of Lammas 
Day and Yorkshire Day. 

The service is led by The Very Rev’d. John Dobson DL, Dean of Ripon, our 
preacher is The Rt. Rev’d. Dr. John Thomson, Bishop of Selby and lead bishop 
in the Diocese of York for Rural Affairs. Bishop John is also a director of the 
Yorkshire Churches Rural Business Support Company. We are also delighted 
to welcome Sophie McCandlish Agricultural correspondent for The Yorkshire 
Post and Country Week. 

Grateful thanks to Brian Preston, Head of Catering at Lister House for 
creating the splendidly crafted Lammas Loaf. Also thanks to Tom Ramsden 
for providing the sheaf of wheat. 

We are very pleased to welcome Mr Tom Ramsden Deputy Lieutenant for 
North Yorkshire to this service. 

This service is sung by visiting choir, the Octavo Consort, directed by the 
Cathedral’s Assistant Organist, Tom Coxhead. 
 

Lammas Day 
Lammastide corresponds to the Hebrew Feast of Weeks when a sheaf of the 
first barley harvest was offered. Lammas Day itself is 1st August. The word 
‘Lammas’ first appears in the writings of King Alfred and is thought to be 
derived from an English word for ‘loaf’ followed by ‘mass’. In the early 
English Church it was customary to consecrate bread made from the first 
ripe wheat crop on this day, probably in thanksgiving for the arrival of the 
first fruits of the year’s harvest. 
 

Today we not only celebrate the first fruits of the harvest but also Yorkshire 
Day. We can give thanks for all those who, in this county, supply some of the 
finest produce not only in the country but in the world. 
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Please stand as the Dean escorts the Deputy Lieutenant for North Yorkshire, 
Mr Tom Ramsden, to his seat. 
 
Words of welcome from the Dean. 

Processional Hymn 
 

Please stand. 
 

We plough the fields, and scatter 
The good seed on the land, 
But it is fed and watered 
By God's almighty hand: 
He sends the snow in winter, 
The warmth to swell the grain, 
The breezes, and the sunshine, 
And soft, refreshing rain. 

Refrain:  All good gifts around us 
Are sent from heaven above; 
Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, 
For all his love. 

 

He only is the Maker 
Of all things near and far; 
He paints the wayside flower, 
He lights the evening star; 
The winds and waves obey him, 
By him the birds are fed; 
Much more to us, his children, 
He gives our daily bread. 

Refrain  All good gifts around us… 
 

We thank thee then, O Father, 
For all things bright and good; 
The seedtime and the harvest, 
Our life, our health, our food. 
Accept the gifts we offer 
For all thy love imparts, 
And, what thou most desirest, 
Our humble, thankful hearts. 

Refrain:  All good gifts around us… 
NEH 262 

Words: Matthias Claudius (1740-1815) tr. Jane Campbell (1817-1878) 
Music: WIR PFLUGEN melody by J. A. P. Schulz (1747-1800) 

Please sit. 
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Opening Prayer 
 

Dean Eternal God, you crown the year with your goodness 
 and you give us the first fruits of the earth: 
 grant that we may use them to your glory, 
 for the relief of those in need  

and for our own well-being; 
 through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

Canon As those who know the generosity of God, 
 let us confess our sins, 
 especially the ways in which we take 

his good gifts for granted. 
 

  Lord you give us our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our trespasses. 
  Lord, have mercy. 
All  Christ, have mercy. 
 

Canon  Lord, you give us our daily bread. 
  Let us not be led into temptation. 
  Lord, have mercy. 
All:  Christ, have mercy. 
 

Canon  Lord, you give us our daily bread. 
  Deliver us from evil. 
  Lord, have mercy. 
All  Christ, have mercy. 
 

Dean: May God the Creator forgive us  
our misusing of his creative work; 
May God the Son take up into his cross the suffering 

of our land, our animals, our families and ourselves. 
May God the Holy Spirit give us strength and power 
to overcome our troubles, our weaknesses and temptations. 
May God the Holy Trinity forgive us all our sins.  

All  Amen. 
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Please stand. 
 

Thanksgiving and praise 
 

Voice 1  Let us praise God: for the rich soil of the countryside, 
  and drills drawn straight across the field: 
  for the green corn springing out of the earth, 
  and for the warm sweetness of the rain: 
All  Let us praise God. 
 

  For the power of tractors 
  and for the machines that ease our labour; 
  and for the skill of those who gather the harvest: 
All  Let us praise God. 
 

Voice 2  Let us praise God:  
for all who work on the farm and in the field; 
for their hope and courage 
in the days of difficulty and disappointment: 

All  Let us praise God. 
 

  For those, often unnoticed and unsung, 
  who provide their neighbours with the means of life, 
  for the salvation of town and country: 
All  Let us praise God. 
 
 
 

Voice 3  For all who take true craftsman’s pride 
  in the work they do, 
  and know the satisfaction that comes 
  from a hard day’s work well done: 
All  Let us praise God. 
 

   
For the bread given us as our daily food, 
and for the bread of life 
which we receive at the Lord’s table: 

All:  Let us praise God. 
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Old Testament Reading 
 

Read by Canon Judith Donovan CBE Member of Ripon Cathedral Rural Forum 
& Chair of Ripon Cathedral Council. 
 
A reading from the book of Deuteronomy 
 
 

When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as 
an inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take 
some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the 
land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and 
go to the place that the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his 
name. You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, 
‘Today I declare to the LORD your God that I have come into the land that 
the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us.’  

Deuteronomy 26:1-3 
 

Psalms 
 

Except the Lord build the house : their labour is but lost that build it. 
 

Except the Lord keep the city : the watchman waketh but in vain. 
 

It is but lost labour that ye haste to rise up early,  
and so late take rest, and eat the bread of carefulness : 

for so he giveth his beloved sleep. 
 

Lo, children and the fruit of the womb : 
are an heritage and gift that cometh of the Lord. 

 

Like as the arrows in the hand of the giant : 
even so are the young children. 

 

Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them : 
they shall not be ashamed when they speak 

with their enemies in the gate.                                  Ps. 127 
 
 

Blessed are all they that fear the Lord : and walk in his ways. 
 

For thou shalt eat the labours of thine hands : 
O well is thee, and happy shalt thou be. 
 

Thy wife shall be as the fruitful vine : 
upon the walls of thine house. 
 

Thy children like the olive-branches : round about thy table. 
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Lo, thus shall the man be blessed : that feareth the Lord. 
 

The Lord from out of Sion shall so bless thee : 
that thou shalt see Jerusalem in prosperity all thy life long. 
 

Yea, that thou shalt see thy children's children: 
and peace upon Israel.              

Ps.128 
 
 

Reflections on the agricultural year 
 

Given by Sophie McCandlish, Agricultural Correspondent, 
Yorkshire Post and Country Week. 
 

New Testament Reading 
 

Read by Neil Spedding Farming Community Network Volunteer & Member of 
Ripon Cathedral Rural Forum 
 

A reading from Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians. 
 
 

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the 
one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as 
you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in 
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share 
abundantly in every good work. As it is written, 

‘He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; 
 his righteousness endures for ever.’ 

 

He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and 
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 
You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will 
produce thanksgiving to God through us. 

2 Corinthians 9:6-11 
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The Lammas Offering of grain and bread 
 

 On behalf of the farmers and farm workers of our community, 
I bring this sheaf of corn, the first fruits of the harvest. 
We offer it to Almighty God 
and pray for his blessing on the gathering of all our crops. 

 

The sheaf is presented at the altar by Sally Connor RABI 
Regional Manager North East  

 

  In the name of the people of our community, 
I bring this loaf made from the first ears of ripe corn. 
We offer it to God, and pray for his blessing on our homes 
and our families, on the food we eat and the work we do, 
and on all the daily life of our villages. 

 

The loaf is presented at the altar by Jane Harrison Rural 
Adviser CLA North. 

 

Dean  O God, who has made heaven and earth, 
  and all that is in them, 
  we pray you to bless these first fruits of the harvest 
  and to multiply them abundantly. 
  We pray for seasonable weather 
  that this year’s harvest be a plentiful one. 
  Rejoicing in your gifts, may we offer our thanks 
  to your divine Majesty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All  Amen. 
 
 
 

Canticle 
Choir  O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands : 

serve the Lord with gladness, 
and come before his presence with a song. 

 

Be ye sure that the Lord he is God : 
it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; 

we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
 

O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, 
and into his courts with praise : 

be thankful unto him, and speak good of his Name. 
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For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting : 
and his truth endureth from generation to generation. 

Words: Psalm 100 
Music: H. Howells (1892-1983)  

from the Collegium Regale service 
 

 
Sermon 

 

  The Rt. Rev’d. Dr. John Thomson, Bishop of Selby and 
   Diocese of York lead bishop on rural affairs. 

 

 
Anthem 

 

Fear not, O land, be glad and rejoice: 
for the Lord will do great things. 
Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: for the pastures of the 
wilderness do spring, for the tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree and 
the vine do yield their strength. 
Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God. 
The floors shall be full of wheat. 
And ye shall eat in plenty, and praise the Name of the Lord your God 
that hath dealt wondrously with you. Amen. 

Words: Joel 2.21-24,26 
Music Edward Elgar (1857-1934) 

 
 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Led by The Rev’d. Canon Barry Pyke 
 

This response is used 
 

Intercessor Lord in your mercy. 
All  Hear our prayer. 
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As Jesus taught us so we pray: 
 

All    Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy name; 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done; 
   on earth as it is heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
   And lead us not into temptation; 
   but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom,  
   the power and the glory. 
   for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Please stand. 

 
Blessing 

 

The Dean May God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
    who is the source of all goodness and growth, 
    pour his blessing upon all things created, 
    and upon you his children, 
    that you may use his gifts to his glory 
     and the welfare of all peoples: 

 and the blessing of God Almighty, 
 the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
 be among you and remain with you always. 

All    Amen. 
 

Please stand. 
 
 

Recessional hymn 
 

Guide me, O thou great redeemer, 
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; 
Hold me with thy powerful hand: 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
Feed me now and evermore, 
Feed me now and evermore. 
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Open now the crystal fountain 
whence the healing stream doth flow; 
let the fiery cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey through: 
strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 
be thou still my strength and shield, 
be thou still my strength and shield. 

 

When I tread the verge of Jordan 
bid my anxious fears subside; 
death of death, and hell's destruction, 
land me safe on Canaan's side: 
songs and praises, songs and praises, 
I will ever give to thee, 
I will ever give to thee. 

NEH 368 
Words: William Williams (1717-1791) tr. Peter Williams (1727-1796) 

Music: CWM RHONDDA John Hughes (1873-1932) 
 

Organ Voluntary 
 

Allegro maestoso (Sonata in G) 
 

Edward Elgar (1857-1934) 
 


