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A NOTE FROM THE DEAN 
 
A gift for each of us: encouragement and spiritual growth 
 

Are you ready for some personal encouragement and the opportunity to have your 
spiritual resources topped up? This is on offer in and through the cathedral as we turn 
to Lent, Holy Week and Easter. 
 

I often think that Lent comes as a gift, even if it also arrives with the challenge to be 
honest with ourselves before God. By re-focusing on Christ, which is always at the 
heart of Christian discipleship, we ponder how we are in ourselves, and how we are 
with God and each other.  
 

In the Eucharist on Ash Wednesday (2nd March – at 10.00am (followed by coffee and 
discussion), and 7.30pm with the Choir) we are invited to receive on our foreheads 
the sign of the cross. This is imposed in ash, made from the palm crosses which have 
been blessing our homes since Holy Week last year. As this sign is received, the 
accompanying words bring a reminder of the truth of the human condition, along 
with call to be faithful to the one who gives us hope through his death and 
resurrection; ‘Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return, turn away 
from sin and be faithful to Christ.’  I encourage us all to take this to heart and to 
respond.  
 

One way to respond is to keep Lent in a constructive and fruitful way. We have much 
on offer in and through the cathedral this year. ‘The Rhythm of Life, The Rhythm of 
Lent’ leaflet, prepared by Canon Ailsa, shares all this good news with us. The 
important thing is for each of us to make the most of it in ways which are possible 
when set against the other demands in our lives. Of course, part of the discipline of 
Lent involves making regular prayer and worship the priorities they need to be if we 
are to grow in faith and spiritual strength; readjusting to ensure we have the right 
priorities in life.   
 
Hearing God in Poetry 
 

One thing I intend to do in Lent is spend time each day reflecting with the help of 
poetry. Poetry can often help us discern the presence and activity of God in our lives 
by enabling us to recognise details which can so easily go unnoticed, whatever the 
intentions of the poet. Read from the perspective of faith, poetry can help us to 
reflect on our own lives and experience of the word, acknowledging that sometimes 
God feels close, and sometimes he doesn’t.  
 

So, in addition to taking advantage of some of the offerings in the ‘The Rhythm of 
Life, The Rhythm of Lent’, I will be enjoying Richard Harries’ book, ‘Hearing God in 
Poetry’. Published last year by SPCK, and available from the Cathedral book Shop, it 
contains fifty poems from a broad spectrum of poets, one for each day, each with a 
short commentary and reflection.  
 



Harries gets us off to a good start on Ash Wednesday, for example, with Surview by 
Thomas Hardy. An old man, sitting by the fire, gazes into the flames and enters into 
an inner dialogue. Reflecting on the theme of love in 1 Corinthians 13, he ponders 
how he has fallen short of the perfect.  
 
Forgiveness and resurrection hope 
 

Well, such a mature self-assessment as is found in this poem by Hardy is what Lent 
invites from each of us. This is not to leave us feeling failures and worthless; quite the 
opposite. Rather, when we are honest with both God and ourselves, there is the 
possibility of moving on, forgiven, in the strength of God’s grace, and with the hope 
which comes from the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. As Lent moves into 
Passiontide and Holy Week we are left concluding that this is what God longs for each 
of his precious children, without exception.  
 
Regular worship and prayer 
 

All that we try to do as a cathedral – as individuals and as a community – is founded 
on our life-transforming, hope-giving relationship with God. Our vision for a healthier, 
inclusive church, which works for a peaceful, just, sustainable world, starts with God 
and trust in him. Lent invites us to rediscover this afresh.  
 

So, I encourage you to keep these coming weeks in a disciplined and life-enriching 
way. Please, do make or renew a commitment to regular worship and prayer, and, 
please, do start using the Cathedral Prayer Diary – available on the website and in 
printed form from the cathedral.  
 
Giving in Thanksgiving: stewardship renewal 
 

One expression of healthy, Christian discipleship is a spirit of gratitude which is 
expressed in offering some of our time, talents, and money for the benefit of the 
Church’s mission. And what a difference this makes at Ripon Cathedral!  
 

What has become clear over the last couple of testing years is that more people in 
the region are coming to value and appreciate the mission and service of the 
cathedral. For this, I am grateful to God, and also to the many people who give 
generously to make possible all that we do in God’s name.  
 

During Lent, we will be encouraged to reflect on the level of our own support and to 
review that where we can. Obviously, we are aware that growing inflation across a 
number of essential areas of our household budgets is proving challenging. But I do 
encourage you to reflect prayerfully about this. And I do thank you for your support –
it makes a world of difference, quite literally. 
 
 
 
 
 



Reviewing ‘Growing God’s Kingdom’ with the help of peer reviewers  
 

Our vision and strategy for mission at the cathedral is called ‘Growing God’s 
Kingdom’. We launched this in 2016, and it has helped us to grow and develop since 
then. Over the last six months, the Chapter has been reviewing our progress and 
priorities.  
 

It is fortunate that a thorough review of Chapter’s governance and leadership has 
coincided with this. Through the Peer Review programme of the Association of 
England Cathedrals, three reviewers, led by Peter Collier QC from York Minster, visited 
us in January. Significant preparation was required for this; I am grateful to the staff 
involved, and especially to the two members of Chapter who led on this for us, Canon 
Professor Joyce Hill and Canon Richard Noake.  
 

The observations of the peer reviewers extremely encouraging and help to confirm 
the Chapter’s judgement that ‘Growing God’s Kingdom’ as working for us as we seek 
to follow God’s guidance and serve his will.    
 

This process of review, supported by these visitors, members of the Chapter’s own 
committees, and by the Cathedral Council, is timely. As the world emerges from 
lockdown, and as the need for the Good News of Christ and the Church’s active 
mission in the wider community seems more pressing than ever, it is good for us to 
ensure we are going forward with a renewed sense of God’s calling; with his priorities 
directing our efforts. Personally, I can’t help but conclude that the world urgently 
needs the Church to be bold and humble in sharing its gospel message, illustrating 
how it can transform lives and communities for the better. 
 

Please, do pray for those of us who are completing the revision of ‘Growing God’s 
Kingdom’. Our plan is to launch it as we begin our Ripon Cathedral 1350th 
celebrations at the end of April. This seems wholly appropriate as we in the 21st 
century become increasingly inspired by the 7th century example of our holy and bold 
patron, St. Wilfrid.  
 
The Ripon Cathedral 1350th Celebration Prayer 
 

Gracious God, 
as we celebrate the 1350th anniversary of Ripon’s Anglo-Saxon crypt, 
we give you thanks for its ancient stones, 
bearing witness to your faithfulness to us in every generation. 
As Wilfrid, holy and bold, built up your Church in his day,  
so may we now, in and through this cathedral,  
share with everyone in this city, diocese and beyond,  
the inclusive good news of your kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
 
 



Ripon Cathedral 1350th Celebrations – launched on 28th April to 2nd May 
 

Well, it has finally arrived! Our 1350th anniversary celebrations begin before the next 
edition of the Newsletter will be published. The publicity material is now available, 
both on the website and in the form of some brilliant leaflets which are available from 
the cathedral.  
 

A small number of us are making a pilgrimage to Rome in Easter Week. Following in 
the footsteps of St. Wilfrid, we will be visiting some of the buildings which inspired 
him to build his magnificent church here at Ripon.  
 

The launch weekend, full of attractions in and around the cathedral, begins with a 
launch evening on Thursday, 28th April. As well as a magnificent flower festival, art 
installations and a son et lumiere, there will be a pizza oven on the forecourt – all part 
of the Roman theme! Please, do see all the publicity material and plan to join us for 
what promises to be a fantastic celebration in which we can all share.  
 
 
Canon Chancellor 
 

I am delighted that the Chapter and Bishop Nick have agreed the third residentiary 
canon should be known as the Canon Chancellor. The role will include leading in 
some significant areas of our mission: education, care of visitors and pilgrims, 
interpretation of our heritage, rural engagement, military engagement, and our care 
of the environment. Like all residentiary canons, the Canon Chancellor will also share 
in the pastoral care of our congregations and the parish community.  
 

The post will be advertised in coming weeks, with interviews taking place in May. Our 
hope is that the new canon will be installed in September. Please, pray for all engaged 
in the process, especially for the person being called by God to take this post.  
 
 
With my very best wishes 
Dean John 





The Ripon Cathedral Spring Food, Home and Garden Show to be held 

on Saturday 9th April 2022 will be a lovely Springtime event for the whole family.  
With over 60 traders selling homewares, food, and gardening goods as well as 
children’s attractions: petting farm, chocolate tombola, have a go putting green and 
live music.  Pop up café and plant stall.   Entrance: £3 adults plus booking fee online , 
£5 on the door.  Children under 14 free  Please visit our website to book your tickets 
now: https://www.riponcathedral.org.uk/events/spring-food-home-and-garden-
show/ 

Request for Help for Spring Food, Home and Garden Show 

With the Spring Food, Home and Garden Show getting every closer on Saturday 9th 
April, 10am to 4pm, the development team are looking for volunteers who would be 
willing to bake and donate cakes, tray bakes and or biscuits (ideally homemade) for 
the Cathedral refreshments stand.  Drop off can be on the morning of the event.  
Please contact Nicola Bailey on 01765 603583 or 
nicolabailey@riponcathedral.org.uk to let her know if you are willing to help. 
 
Nicola is always on the look out for additional pairs of hands to help at the events, 
whether it: welcoming visitors on the door, serving refreshments, taking cash for 
refreshments, helping with children’s activities, selling raffle tickets.  If you have a few 
spare hours and would like to become part of a friendly volunteer event team, please 
email nicolabailey@riponcathedral.org.uk 
 

 

 

Message from Peter Wright 
 

It was the most enormous pleasure and privilege to spend 14 months at Ripon 
Cathedral as Interim Director of Music. The welcome, support and friendship I 
received from everybody was heartwarming and made it possible to face the various 
challenges along the way. I am enormously grateful for that, and for the lovely gifts 
and send off I received on Christmas morning. 
 
Ripon Cathedral will always have an important place in my heart. I shall follow its 
fortunes keenly and hope to return often. 
 
With renewed thanks and all good wishes 
 
Peter Wright 
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A Celebration of Wholeness and Healing 

 
The Cathedral is planning to hold a Eucharist with laying on of hands and prayer for 
healing on Sunday 27 March at 5.30pm. This somewhat long-winded title explains 
that this is a normal part of church ministry and indeed services with prayers for 
healing have been held by the Magdalene fellowship for some time. The service 
involves touch, prayer anointing and communion. 
 

The explanatory notes in the service book explain that … 
 

“Baptism witnesses to God’s gift of salvation, in which he gathers people into the 
new creation in Jesus Christ. Baptism points to the way in which God in Jesus Christ 
is overthrowing an order of life corrupted by sin and death and bringing to birth a 
renewed creation, a creation alive with the healing presence of God’s Spirit.  
 

“With the incarnation of Jesus, God begins the renewal of our alienated, weakened 
and fragmented human condition (Rom. 8.3,4). In Matthew, Jesus’ baptism 
expresses his solidarity with us in our weakness (Matt. 3.14,15) and his healing 
ministry is seen as the outworking of the suffering servant who ‘took our infirmities 
and bore our diseases’ (Matt. 8.17). 
 

“It is apparent in Scripture that the physical, emotional, social and spiritual well-
being of human beings are closely interconnected. Christ’s work of reconciliation 
extends beyond the purely personal and relational to the social order and the 
whole creation (cf Col 1.15-27). As Christians face weakness, they receive God’s 
grace, expressed sometimes in an experience of healing and sometimes through 
the strength that comes in the bearing of weakness (2 Cor 12.9). 
 

“Healing, reconciliation and restoration are integral to the good news of Jesus 
Christ. For this reason prayer for individuals, focused through laying on of hands or 
anointing with oil, has a proper place within the public prayer of the Church. God’s 
gracious activity of healing is to be seen both as part of the proclaiming of  the 
good news and as an outworking of the presence of the Spirit in the life of the 
Church.” 
 

The theological reflection goes on to make clear that there is  no implication of a 
simple link between sickness and sin, and also that prayer for healing and 
strengthening should not involve the rejection of the skills and activity of medicine 
which are also part of God’s faithfulness to creation . Finally the reflection also 
points out that such prayer should not imply that the restoration of physical 
wholeness is the only way in which Christ meets human need. 
 
You will be most welcome at the Eucharist with laying on of hands and prayer for 
healing on Sunday 27 March at 5.30pm.  



NEWS FROM THE CANON PASTOR 

 

How do we live out our Christian discipleship?  You will see in the Lent leaflet that a 
number of suggestions for prayer, study and discussion are on offer this year. Please 
do consider how you might like to engage with the materials we are offering, both in 
person and virtually. 
 

The heart – indeed the life-force - of Christian discipleship is prayer. You’ll see I am 
leading a quiet morning at the start of Lent as part of the diocese’s plans for Lent. It is 
also good that we are able to restart the monthly cathedral meditation group which 
was halted with the pandemic. It is, in my view, one of the secret gems of cathedral 
life: the opportunity for an hour of quiet prayer in the beautiful silence of the empty 
cathedral. It resumes on Tuesday 1st March, and will be held at 7.30-8.30pm each 
first Tuesday of the month after that. Just come to the west doors by 7.25 (as we shut 
ourselves in for safety). 
 

We shall be making a sound recording the meditation group which will be available 
on the cathedral’s YouTube channel each month for virtual meditation, 
accompanied by reflective images of the cathedral to aid meditation, so if you cannot 
come in person, you can join in when you have time. 
 

It is always worth highlighting the regular pattern of prayer that the daily rhythm of 
cathedral life offers. Look at the pew sheet each week: the daily eucharist, the beauty 
of evensong and, at other times quiet evening prayer or morning prayer. If you cannot 
join in during the week, a simple way of joining in our daily prayer is to pick up a copy 
of the prayer diary (on the PCC notice board in the south transept). It has people and 
places in the area to pray for daily and, by praying for them, you will be joining in the 
prayer ministry of the cathedral as a whole. 
 

I’ve a friend who used to end her Sunday service with the words ‘Our service is ended. 
Now our service begins.’ It is very true. If prayer is the life-force of discipleship, the 
energy it gives us sends us out in service of others. You’ll see in the Lent leaflet that 
we’ve highlighted the opportunity to get involved in our eco-cathedral work and 
suggested getting involved in our community day ‘Sights and Sounds’ that C3 is 
organising.  
 

There is a further, new, simple opportunity for service. If you are a driver, why not 
offer to pick up from time to time a member of the congregation who struggles to 
get to the cathedral sung eucharist under their own steam? We’re setting up a 
network to pair up people who are willing to offer lifts to the service with those in 
need of a lift. Liz Thomas has kindly offered to co-ordinate it. If you’re willing to 
consider this, please talk to Liz or to me. 
 

Have a blessed Lent 
Canon Ailsa 







 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 





 

NEWS FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
 
Dr Ronny Krippner, has settled well into the life of the Cathedral. His wife Audrey and 
children, Sophie and Hugo are also settling into a new life in the Ripon community. 
Plans are beginning to take shape for the choirs and the music department in the 
future. Conversations with local schools are taking place and we look forward to 
hearing about Dr Krippner’s visits to local schools. 
 
With the loosening of restrictions resulting from COVID the choir has returned to a 
regular pattern of rehearsals with full attendance now the norm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Canon Michael, has been involved for many years with the training arm of Church of 
England’s Liturgical Commission. This organisation goes by the name ‘Praxis - 
enriching worship today’ and has worked most effectively regionally for almost 30 
years. 
 
The word Praxis comes from the Greek language and means ‘practice’ as distinct from 
‘theory’. This results in the Praxis organisation holding a variety of training events for 
clergy and worship leaders across the regions. Canon Michael now leads Praxis 
Yorkshire, the regional training delivery arm and has recently been appointed as Chair 
of the national Praxis organisation as well. 
 
Praxis Yorkshire meets 3 times a year via Zoom and has established a pattern by which 
individuals speak for a few minutes on something practical that they have been 
involved with in worship which then leads to a discussion on how it may work in 
different contexts. The last meeting looked at : the imposition of ashes in a primary 
school setting and using solar fairy lights as a safer (and more environmentally 
friendly) alternative to candles. 
 
Chairing the national organisation involves overseeing the work of the regions and 
ensuring that those who recognise gaps in their practice are able to access training 
and support. 
 
Historically the Chair of Praxis has been a member of the Liturgical Commission and 
Canon Michael is waiting to se if that tradition will be continuing. 
 
Canon Michael 



NEWS FROM THE ENVIROMENT COMMITTEE 

 
Growing Greener at Ripon Cathedral 

 

“Reducing the causes of climate change is essential to the life of faith. It is a 
way to love our neighbour and to steward the gift of creation.” 
“The present challenges of environment and economy, of human development and 
global poverty, can only be faced with extraordinary Christ-liberated courage.” 
                                                                     Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury 



‘Growing Greener!’ – Two New Journeys for Ripon Cathedral 

 
2022 sees the start of two new journeys for Ripon Cathedral in caring for the 
environment. 
 

1. The Cathedral is committing to the Eco Cathedral journey. This is an exciting 
initiative following the Eco Church programme, which is coordinated by the 
environmental Christian charity, A Rocha UK - arocha.org.uk   

 

Eco Church has five aspects which are evaluated in environmental terms – 
Worship and Teaching, Buildings, Land, Lifestyle, Community and Global 
Engagement.  
On this journey we will find ways to go greener and confront issues of climate 
change and social justice as we work towards a silver award.  

 

Although we all try to do our bit for the environment, many of us are aware that 
to keep global warming to 1.5° we need to do more. But we are uncertain how 
to do this. Discussing and working with others who are concerned about climate 
change is very helpful. 

 

Ros Swaney has been asked to gather a group to share information, come up 
with ideas to care for the environment, and make these a reality at the 
Cathedral. Ripon Cathedral can provide inspiration by example. Ideally the group 
should be made up of people of different ages and skills to analyse where we are 
now, work out how we can make a difference and share ideas with others. To 
join the group please contact roslynswaney@gmail.com  

 

2. The Cathedral is committing to Net Zero Carbon 2030 – This is the ambitious 
target set by the Church of England for all Dioceses, Cathedrals and churches to 
reduce their use of carbon energy for lighting, heating and travel to net zero by 
2030. 
 

An Environment Committee reporting to Chapter has been formed. The 
members are David Elsy (Chair), Bill Swaney, Ros Swaney, Julia Barker, Yashin 
Sarnaik, and Andrew Kitchingman. 

 

Dealing with a Grade 1 listed Cathedral, which dates back to 672, plus a large 
estate of 17 buildings and land is complicated. Money has been allocated to 
finance a professional survey to guide future decisions and actions. 

 
Both of these journeys are significant, exciting and courageous. Every small action we 
take to consciously lighten our carbon footprint establishes our individual connection 
to God’s creation and our part in it.  
 

Rekindle your environmental credentials and be part of going greener at the 
Cathedral.  
 

Please join the environment group by contacting roslynswaney@gmail.com 
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‘Growing Greener’ – Ripon Eco-Cathedral Journey 
Dates for Your Diary 

2/3 – 14/4/2022 Lent  

• Subscribe to God’s Green Fingers, the Environment e-news of the Diocese of 
Leeds 

• Check your personal carbon footprint using the WWF Carbon Footprint 
Calculator or the Climate Stewards Carbon Calculator 

• Talk to friends and family about climate change and your observations 
 

12/3/2022 Sights and Sounds of Ripon in the Cathedral 11am – 2pm 

• Meet with Ros Swaney and members of Environment Committee to discuss the 
new grassroots environment group and the Cathedral’s Net Zero Carbon 
2030 commitment. 

 

18/3/2022 Global Re-cycling Day - This was started in 2018 and encourages 
people to follow the 3-Rs – Reduce, Re-use, Recycle  

• A local artist, James Owen Thomas from Pateley Bridge, became a COP26 
Ambassador by creating and promoting art from recycled materials.  

• His website is jamesowenthomas.com 
 

26/3/2022 – Earth Hour 8.30 – 9.30pm - 2010 was the first Earth Hour celebration 
and 35 countries participated.  In 2018, 187 different countries participated in the 
campaign. More than 12,000 monuments turned off their lights showing support for 
the Earth.  In 2022, Ripon Cathedral is one of the monuments turning off the lights 

• You can turn off the lights at home  

• You can share the idea on social media  

• You can invite friends for a meal - by candlelight or head torches? 
 

22/4/2022 – Earth Day - This was established in 1970 in the USA to raise awareness 
of the need to care for the environment. Every year since then it has been used as a 
focus by schools and governments to highlight the need to care for our fragile 
ecosystems. 

• Explore two websites for inspiration - 
earthday.org and kids.nationalgeographic.com/celebrations/article/earth-day 
 

BE A PLANET HERO From the National Geographic website 
• In its lifetime, one reusable bag can prevent the use of 600 plastic bags. 
 

• Recycling a can of soft drink will save enough energy to power a tv for three 
hours. 
 

• Shutting down a computer when it's not in use cuts the energy consumption by 
85 percent. 
 
• For every mile walked instead of driven, nearly one pound of pollution is kept out 
of the air.  







Full Circle by Rev Lynn C. Thorius 
Minor Canon 

 
Many of you may already know me by face or by my previous role as Chaplain and 
Policy Advisor to Bishop Nick Baines and thus a member of the Bishop’s Senior Staff 
Team. 
 
During this time, I was based in Leeds. This appointment was from 2014 to 2017 - a 
very interesting and exciting time with the new Diocese of what was then named The 
Diocese of West Yorkshire and the Dales, which later became the Diocese of Leeds. 
During this time, I was invited to become a member of Wakefield Cathedral Council. 
At the end of 2017 I was then appointed Interim Priest in Charge of the Benefice of 
the Wisk which is situated geographically at the most North Easterly part of the 
Diocese.  
 
As such, it incorporates both urban and rural areas, but mostly rural areas. 
A full-time incumbent was appointed in March 2021. Since then I have been 
supporting 2 benefices that were in vacancy - they now have full time incumbents in 
post.  
 
So, this brings me to what or why am I drawn to Ripon Cathedral! 
Well, I have a very strong spiritual and personal bond with and to Ripon Cathedral. 
I was Ordained in the Cathedral on 3 July 2011. 
 
So, you can imagine my joy at being invited to be an Honorary Minor Canon in 2019 
with special responsibility to care for and support volunteers, staff, and visitors. I also 
have a role as a Daily Chaplain. 
 
This means being present and available to those who come to the Cathedral. You may 
not think it, but the cathedral is a place of peace and spirituality. Some who come 
through the doors are desperate and in great need, food, housing, care, prayers, and 
love or just someone to listen. 
 
My previous roles have been in Social Services and Health Care Management in and 
around London and latterly North Yorkshire. 
 
I have a strong pastoral heart. With my experience and skills, I hope I can bring to the 
Cathedral community and beyond a caring, sensitive, pastoral and supportive role.   
So here I am FULL CIRCLE home at Ripon Cathedral. I am very much looking forward 
to being of service and support. 

Rev Lynn Thorius  
 



‘C3: CATHEDRAL COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 









  
CATHEDRAL GIFT SHOP 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5; Sun 12-5. Tel: 01765 601347  

Mothering Sunday falls on the 27th March this year, so take the opportunity to call 
into the shop to buy your Mum a gift to tell her she’s special and to select a card to 
mark the occasion. 
 

The Easter cards are now in stock with many different designs and styles to choose 
from, something to suit all tastes. 
 

Out of the 80 million Easter Eggs sold in this part of the world every year, The Real 
Easter Egg is the only one which has an Easter Story book in the box, is made with 
Fairtrade Chocolate and supports charitable projects. 
This year we are once again stocking the Original Milk chocolate egg (£5.00) and the 
new Special Edition egg at £10.00. Pop into the shop now to purchase yours. 
 

Please note our opening hours to avoid disappointment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 

 OPENING HOURS 

Maundy Thursday     10am – 5pm 

                   Good Friday               CLOSED 

Holy Saturday             10am – 5pm 

                         Easter Sunday              CLOSED 
 

Monday 18th April  onwards regular hours 

10am to 5pm Mon – Sat 

12noon to 5pm Sundays



  



Obituary of John Paul Burbridge 
 
Paul Burbridge was born in 1932 and became a chorister at Canterbury Cathedral in 
1941. At the age of 13, he moved on to the King’s School, Canterbury. He was a 
highly skilled musician, learning to play the piano, organ and flute, as well as having 
an excellent singing voice. After his time at the King’s School, he won a Choral 
Scholarship to King’s College, Cambridge (1951-4) and subsequently gained a 
scholarship to New College, Oxford to read Theology. It was there that he met Olive 
who was to become his wife. 
 

Following two years’ National Service, Paul went to Wells Theological College, and in 
1962, he took up the post of Chamberlain at York Minster and later became 
Precentor. Three of his four daughters were born during his time in York.  
 

In 1976, he became Archdeacon of Richmond and Residentiary Canon of Ripon 
Cathedral and spent seven happy years ministering to clergy around the Yorkshire 
Dales. In 1983, he was appointed Dean of Norwich Cathedral where he was also 
elected Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries. On his retirement in 1995, he and Olive 
moved back to Yorkshire, then eventually to Dumfries.  
 

Paul had a lifelong passion for steam trains, especially those of the Great Western 
Railway, which was fostered during his schooldays by lengthy train journeys to 
Cornwall, where the choristers were evacuated during the war. He created several 
model railway layouts and had articles published in Railway Modeller magazine. Other 
interests included church music and medieval history. He wrote extensively on these 
subjects up to the last years of his life.  
 

He died on 22nd November 2021, St Cecilia’s Day – a fitting day for such an able 
musician – and is survived by his wife, four daughters and eleven grandchildren.  
  
 

Electoral Roll 
 
The Annual Meeting of the Cathedral Parish will be held on May 24th. Prior to that the 
Electoral Roll of the Parish is brought up to date and a revised list of the membership 
(names only) will be on public display in the Cathedral at the PCC notice board area in 
the south transept from 10th May. 
 
Anyone who worships regularly in the cathedral or who lives within the parish and 
who is not presently a member is invited to join. Please complete a form (found at the 
PCC noticeboard) before 9th May. If anyone has queries about this, Canon Ailsa or 
Hugh Dunn, the Electoral Roll Officer, will be able to help. 
 
Hugh Dunn 



 
Exploring the digital world of Ripon Cathedral 
 
As well as welcoming over 100,000 visitors to the building, did you know that nearly 
3 million people visit Ripon Cathedral online every year? 
 
Our team share online services, organ recitals, behind the scenes photos, blog posts, 
news stories and all that makes Ripon Cathedral so special through our online 
channels, which include our social media, YouTube Channel, website and weekly 
eNewsletter.  
 
Thanks to funding from the National Lottery Heritage Fund, you can now contribute 
to this online experience – helping to share the unique Ripon Cathedral story digitally 
during our 1350th year. We are looking for volunteers to work alongside Rachael 
Sharp, our newly appointed Digital Volunteer Co-ordinator, to find and share some of 
the hidden gems found at Ripon Cathedral. Volunteer roles will focus on our website, 
social media, photography and our collections.   
 
Are you interested? Email rachaelsharp@riponcathedral.org.uk to find out more or 
find more details online at www.riponcathedral.org.uk/community 

mailto:rachaelsharp@riponcathedral.org.uk


SERVICE TIMES 

 
Sundays 
8.00am Eucharist   9.30am Morning Prayer (said) 
10.30am Sung Eucharist  12.30pm Eucharist (BCP) 
3.30pm Evensong 

Weekdays 
8.30am   Morning Prayer 
9.00am   Eucharist Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
10.00am  Wednesday followed by coffee and mingle 
12 noon  Eucharist Tuesday, Friday and Saturday 
6.00pm  Evensong (or said Evening Prayer)  (Saturday 5.30pm) 
 

 

Mondays 10.30am The Magdalen Fellowship. Please join us for a time of silence 
and reflection every Monday morning at St John’s Sharow.  Coffee served afterwards.  
Eucharist with Laying on of Hands on first Monday of the month. For further 
information, contact Anne-Marie Tarter 602129  
 

Thursdays (most Thursdays – see the monthly events schedule) 1.00pm Lunchtime 
Concert in the Quire (free). 

 

 

Further Information 

For further information on any of the events and services listed or for general 
information, please contact us on: 

Email:  postmaster@riponcathedral.org.uk 

Tel:  01765 603462 (Office)  01765 602072 (Chapter House) 

Or visit our website: www.riponcathedral.org.uk. 

Cathedral E newsletter 

If you wish to subscribe to the weekly electronic newsletter, please email Michelle 
Gee (michellegee@riponcathedral.org.uk). 

 

mailto:postmaster@riponcathedral.org.uk
http://www.riponcathedral.org.uk/

