
 

The Dean:                   The Very Revd John Dobson  DL       Cathedral Office: 01765 603462  
Canon in Residence: Canon Ailsa Newby (May)             Website: www.riponcathedral.org.uk 
                                    Canon Michael Gisbourne (June) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MAY-JUNE 
NEWSLETTER 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.riponcathedral.org.uk/


 

 

A NOTE FROM THE DEAN 
 
A tremendous start to the Ripon Cathedral 1350th Celebrations  
 

I have just returned from the launch event of our 1350th celebrations. What a 
wonderful evening! Over 400 people enjoyed atmospheric lighting that showed the 
building off beautifully, creative floral arrangements which tell the story of St. Wilfrid, 
a glimpse of a Son et Lumiere which, over the next two evenings, will speak 
imaginatively of Wilfrid’s miracles, a fantastic jazz band which filled the place with 
joy, not to mention dancing, and a great throng of people who had come from the 
length and breadth of the diocese and region. We couldn’t have asked for more! And 
this is only the first event in a programme which extends to October. All the details 
are on the website as well as in printed leaflets.  
 

I am extremely grateful to Richard Compton and all members of the 1350th Steering 
Group which he chaired so effectively, to Jo Bussey, our director of development, and 
all members of the Development Team, not least Joe Priestley, our marketing officer, 
and all staff and volunteers who have worked so incredibly hard to effect the miracle 
which is now Ripon Cathedral 1350th Celebrations. Not everyone can be named, but 
Caroline Baldwin and the members of the gifted Ripon Cathedral flower Guild need to 
be congratulated on stunning displays which help visitors to contemplate just how 
amazing Wilfrid’s life was.   
 

As I explained to all who gathered for the launch, Ripon Cathedral has much to 
celebrate. With the Anglo-Saxon crypt, we have the oldest built fabric of all England’s 
cathedrals - walls which speak of the utter dependability of God through all the ups 
and downs of our nation’s history over thirteen-and-a-half centuries, and of the 
faithfulness of the church in this place throughout that time. This can be a source of 
encouragement and hope in our day with all its challenges locally and globally.  
 

For some of us, marking this anniversary started with a pilgrimage to Rome during 
Easter week. Canon Ailsa did a superb job in organizing that, as did Canon Michael in 
‘holding the fort’ back at home. A very happy band of pilgrims, we were keen to see 
some of those churches which inspired Wilfrid to return from his first visit there to 
build his stunning basilica here. Canon Ailsa’s reflections below show that we were 
not disappointed and were left understanding more fully how the young Wilfrid could 
have been so impressed.  
 
Growing God’s Kingdom – revised for 2022 to 2027 
 

This evening, I was privileged to launch the chapter’s revised vision strategy, Growing 
God’s Kingdom. This shows this cathedral is as determined to serve Christ’s mission in 
the 21st century as Wilfrid was in the 7th century - drawing people to faith, building up 
the church, and helping to make the world a little more like heaven than otherwise it 
would be.  
 
Building on the work of the last six years, the revised Growing God’s Kingdom   
maintains the same general direction of travel, something which was affirmed in a 



 

 

recent peer review of the chapter’s governance. It also provides a renewed focus. 
One significant area of mission which now has a much greater emphasis is our care of 
the environment. We are calling this ‘Net Zero’ to ensure we are not distracted from 
the challenge to become carbon net zero by 2030.  
 
The other four broad areas of mission are now: growing the worshiping community; 
being a mother church of the diocese and proclaiming the Good News of the 
kingdom to the region; promoting, developing and conserving our spiritual and built 
heritage; responding to human need in loving partnership.  
 
Copies of Growing God’s Kingdom for 2022 – 2027 are readily available from the 
cathedral. The document will also be posted on the website in coming days.  
 
Ripon Cathedral Renewed 
 

Hospitality is central to the Benedictine rule which Wilfrid introduced to Ripon, the 
first place in these islands where we know it was adopted. It is particularly frustrating, 
then, that we at the cathedral are prevented from offering the levels of hospitality 
which we would hope for in the 21st century, and which we believe people deserve.    
 

Another dimension of the launch event, then, was the unveiling of the revised plans 
for the cathedral’s much-needed ancillary building. This will contain essential facilities 
and space. Wilfrid built with great boldness in his day, equipping the church for 
mission. Inspired by his determination to overcome obstacles, we are determined to 
do the same.  
 

The Presentation of the revised vision for Ripon Cathedral Renewed follows the 
exhibition in 2020 which presented an option to the south of the cathedral. The 
present focus is on the north side of the nave, in a style which is sympathetic to all the 
heritage buildings surrounding the site, not least the cathedral itself.  

 
The chapter and I are keen that as many people as possible take the opportunity to 
view the exhibition and feed back their thoughts and suggestions.  
 
 The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
 

Another inspiring person whose contribution to the well-being of the world and 
Christ’s church we wish to celebrate is Her Majesty the Queen.  Her platinum jubilee is 
historic and her commitment to public service exceptional. We do well to thank God 
for her and to add our voice to a clear message of appreciation from this nation and 
the commonwealth. If you would like to join those invited by the Lord-Lieutenant and 
me to the North Yorkshire Jubilee Service on Thursday, 2nd June at 11am, please 
contact the Cathedral Office. You would be very welcome.  
 
 
With my very best wishes 
Dean John 



 

 

REFLECTIONS ON THE ROME PILGRIMAGE 
 

As we get our celebrations underway for the 1,350th anniversary of the dedication of 
the crypt, I thought I’d share with you some thoughts arising from our pilgrimage to 
Rome and give you a little taste of what Wilfrid would have seen in Rome that may 
have inspired his work here, 

He’d have seen of course the ruins of Imperial Rome 
that still litter the city – and were no doubt 
somewhat more complete in the 7th century than 
now. The typical large Anglo-Saxon building was, in 
the 7th century, mainly of wood and thatch, with 
wattle and daub filling, (even for the wealthiest 
people) and usually just one storey high.  
 
What would he have felt as he walked in the 
Coliseum seeing this magnificent structure? It would 
not be unlike someone today coming from a very 
primitive society to New York and seeing the sky-
scrapers of Manhattan. Yet for Wilfrid it was more: it 
was about the worship and honouring of God. These 
buildings were being re-purposed (as the Pantheon 

was) to the greater glory of God. The new stone churches of Rome sought to use old, 
forgotten building methods and re-use their materials so that God might be honoured 
in worship in the place then seen as the centre of Christianity. 
 

 St Peter’s itself was very different in the 7th century 
from how it looks now. It was – the experts tell us- 
similar in layout to this great church of Santa Sabina 
on the right. Made from re-purposed Roman temple 
columns, the naves were large, majestic spaces lit 
from high windows and the building ended in a 
rounded apse. 
 

This Basilica of St 
Agnes on the left 
was completed by 
two successive 
popes just before St 
Wilfrid made his first 
journey, so we think 
it highly likely he 
would have seen it.  
 

Again, there are re-used Roman pillars, a simple 
oblong shape (no transepts) and an apse at the high 
altar. 



 

 

Adjacent to the St Agnes Basilica is the 
mausoleum of Constanza, Emperor 
Constantine’s daughter. It was completed in the 
350s and has – amazingly - remained 
unchanged. It is a completely circular, domed 
building, colonnaded with pillars and stunningly 
beautiful. The light streams from the high 
windows onto the central altar and the outer 
aisles are decorated with fine mosaics. I have to 
admit this was my favourite.  
 
What would Wilfrid, coming from 
Northumberland, have made of such holy 
places? The scale is so different from anything 
he knew on this island and it seems they fired his 
vision of what might be here.  The basilica shape 
with repurposed pillars is what scholars believe 
Wilfrid built in Ripon.  

 
Many of these early churches also have saints’ relics immediately under the high altar, 
or in some cases in a crypt below. Was that how Wilfrid created his basilica in Ripon 
with the crypt for relics? One thing is certain, this was a man who, having found 
inspiration in the great buildings and basilicas of Rome, came back determined that 
his fellow Northumbrians should have the opportunity to worship God in buildings as 
fine as Rome’s. 

Canon Ailsa 
 
 

 
For your prayers 

 
Please pray for members of this community who are preparing for confirmation. 
Bishop Toby will be coming to the cathedral on June 12th to confirm them. They’d 
appreciate your prayers as they take this next step on their Christian journey. 
 

Ellie 
Douglas 
Karen 

William 
Theodora 

Ava 
Xander 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

NEWS FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
 

Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find an update from Dr Ronny Krippner on the 
cathedral choir and the chorister recruitment programme called Project Phoenix. I 
comment his words to you. 
 
It was wonderful to see so many in the Cathedral for Holy Week and easter Day as a 
great celebration with well over 50 attending worship. As we get back now to our 
regular pattern, we are looking for volunteers to assist with worship. Lay people have 
many opportunities to assist with worship with welcoming, reading lessons and 
leading intercessions, serving as crucifer or acolytes being some of the obvious ones. 
If you would like to help in any way with this important roles then please speak to the 
Dean, Canon Ailsa or myself. Full training and encouragement is provided. We really 
are looking for some more help … could it be you? 
 
Regular worshippers will be aware that we have re-introduced the Chalice to services, 
so that Communion in both kinds is offered (bread and wine). Some have welcomed 
this change but for others there has been a level of anxiety. Both reactions are 
understandable and we have been at pains to encourage those who wish to receive 
the wine from the common cup to do so, but equally, those who would rather not 
receive from the common cup must not feel pressured to do so at all. Communion in 
one kind, or both kinds is equally valid. 
 
The guidelines issued by the Church of England do say that individuals must not 
instinct, that is dip their own wafer in the wine, as this represents an increased 
infection risk and fingers are also often dipped in the wine. Please either drink from 
the chalice or not at all. 
 
There are certainly conversations taking place locally and nationally about whether it 
is permissible to receive wine in individual cups like some  Methodist and URC 
churches do. Things may change in the future, but the current understanding of the 
Legal Advisory Commission is that individual cups are not permissible and there is no 
legal basis for individual clergy to make alterative arrangements to the common cup.  
 
Canon Michael 
 

 

 



 

 

Cathedral Choristers: We’re recruiting now! 
 

We now have chorister places for boys (aged 7-11) and girls (aged 7-14) available 
for September 2022. 
 
The Cathedral Choir 
The Cathedral has a separate boys’ and girls’ choir and six professional adult singers 
who sing during term time and special services. There is no residential choir school: 
the choristers are educated at a variety of schools in Ripon and the surrounding 
villages. Weekday rehearsals therefore take place before or after school. 
 

Why become a Chorister? 
Choristers benefit from an excellent musical education second to none, at no cost. 
Every child receives an outstanding and bespoke training by our team of professional 
musicians, from voice coaches to choir directors. Being a chorister offers children a 
life-changing opportunity and helps improve resilience, self-discipline and self-
confidence.  
 

What are we looking for? 
No previous singing experience is required. Prospective choristers need to have a 
good ear, a spark in their eyes, like singing, and above all want to be a team player. 
The rest of it is hard work and good fun! Parents need to be willing to commit to the 
full choral schedule. 
 

What’s the next step? 
If you know a boy (aged 7-11) or a girl (aged 7-14) who enjoy singing, then do get in 
touch now with our Director of Music, Dr Ronny Krippner: 
singing@riponcathedral.org.uk 
 

mailto:singing@riponcathedral.org.uk


 

 



 

 

NEWS FROM DIGITAL VOLUNTEERING CO-ORDINATOR 
 

It’s been a great first few weeks for the Digital Volunteering project, with 
photography volunteers attending both the Spring Home, Food and Garden Show and 
the Palm Sunday procession. A new activity is also in the works to be launched for the 
Queen’s Jubilee weekend, with online and in-cathedral parts celebrating Ripon’s royal 
links throughout the last 1350 years. 

There are daily photos being posted on our Instagram account @riponcathedral of 
what we are up to from beautiful images of the building, to behind the scenes 
photos, to processions and events. Our 10.30am Sunday Eucharist is also broadcast to 
Youtube for anyone anywhere to watch either live or at a later time. 

We are in contact with local schools and societies as well as being a part of Harrogate 
and District Community Action and Community First Yorkshire. We welcome everyone 
from all walks of life and of all ages over 16. We are still actively recruiting for all 
volunteer positions so if you would like to join in with our events to share 1350 years 
of heritage with the world, please get in touch!  

“But I don’t know technology! I’ve never used Facebook or anything like that!” 

Don’t be put off by the word ‘digital’ in the title, this just means that it uses 
computers in some way. If you can use a word processor, then that’s all the digital 
skills you should need. Knowing how to search the internet and upload files would be 
useful, but if you want to learn we will teach you everything you need to know. If you 
would like to find out more about Digital Volunteering please visit our website at 
https://www.riponcathedral.org.uk/digital-volunteer/ email 
rachaelsharp@riponcathedral.org.uk or call Rachael on 01765 643872 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo Clive Trewhitt, Photography Volunteer Spring Home Food and Garden Show 2022 

https://www.riponcathedral.org.uk/digital-volunteer/
mailto:rachaelsharp@riponcathedral.org.uk


 

 



 

 

NEWS FROM THE ENVIROMENT COMMITTEE 
Growing Greener at Ripon Cathedral 

 

"There is a nobility in the duty to care for creation through little daily actions, and it is 
wonderful how education can bring about real changes in lifestyle."    

Pope Francis, Laudato Si (211) 
Living in Denial 
Embraced by my garden, unease prevails. 
Species are dying, corals and whales. 
Digging and planting, I try to pretend 
the world as we know it, is not going to end. 
 

How did we get here? the anxious mind asks. 
The answers were known by ancestors past. 
Respect Mother Nature, just take your share, 
re-use, recycle, create and repair. 

 

Exploiting carbon was money’s great aim.  
Easing our lifestyle, we all joined the game. 
Ignoring the warnings in ‘Silent Spring’, 
considering ‘Gaia’ wasn’t our thing. 
 

Hurricanes and cyclones, the earth makes moan. 
Sheltered by distance, heads shake and we groan. 
Torrents, landslips and floods, the earth makes tears. 
Gut, brain and conscience express buried fears. 

 

Confronted by warnings, now centre stage, 
money, the markets and governments rage. 
Species and habitats become extinct, 
just like our human survival instinct. 
 

The Earth is our mother, what will we do? 
Could grassroots action make her anew? 
Global engagement is a far-off dream 
but local starts are a chance to redeem. 

 

Reject the ads and refuse to consume! 
Embrace change and with politics fume! 
Cut the plastic, ride the bus and the train! 
Invent and invest, and re-green your brain. 
 

The moment is here to act with free will 
as tipping points are just over the hill. 
Now is the time for a Green Transition 
before the cyborgs steal our position. 

 

Somewhere there must be joy to be found 
as we work together, feet on the ground, 
taking some actions designed to forestall  
a global tragedy affecting us all.    Roslyn Swaney 23/11/2021 



 

 

 
Growing Greener at Ripon Cathedral – Recent Events 
"The greatest threat to our planet is the belief that someone else will save it." 

Robert Swan 
 

EARTH HOUR         THANKYOU to Canon Ailsa and head verger, Charlie Brown, for 
organising the Cathedral participation in Earth Hour 2022.   On 
March 26th, 192 countries participated in this symbolic act of 
coming together, joined by members of Ripon Cathedral 
congregation who switched off the lights for an hour.  Let us 
commit to participate in Lent 2023 and to spread the word to 
our communities. 

“Earth Hour showed that we can all 
play a part to shape a safer, fairer 
and more sustainable future for 
everyone on our planet, the one 
home we all share”.  Please watch 
the video of EARTH HOUR 2022 
highlights and read many ways that 
we can live more sustainably in ‘Go 
beyond the Hour’ on the website - 
earthhour.org 

 
Sights and Sounds – The Environment Committee Stand 

 
At Sights and Sounds, Ros 
and Bill Swaney and Rev 
Ruth Newton engaged with 
local people concerned 
about climate change and 
biodiversity loss.  Many 
people wonder how much 
individual actions help.  By 
participating in Eco Church, 
the Cathedral will 
encourage a wide range of 
people to consider the 
environment in the choices 
they make in their daily 
lives.  This will make a 
difference!  

 

Ros Swaney is still looking for volunteers from the congregation for a grassroots 
environment action group to develop Eco Church and would love to hear from you.  
Please contact her by email - roslynswaney@gmail.com  
 

mailto:roslynswaney@gmail.com


 

 

 
The Net Zero Carbon Challenge for Ripon Cathedral 
 
1. Routemap to Net Zero Carbon 2030 
The consultation period for the Routemap ended in March. Submissions were made 
by the Diocese of Leeds and Ripon Cathedral. The Church of England Environment 
Working Group is considering all submissions before submitting the final document to 
Synod in July.  
If passed, this will commit the Church of England to Net Zero Carbon 2030. 
 

2. The Cathedral Environment Committee is assembling data on the Cathedral 
properties in order to plan to reduce their carbon footprint. 
 

3. Eco Church Presented to Chapter 
Julia Barker, head of operations, made a presentation to Chapter about the A Rocha 
Eco Church scheme.  The scheme will be officially launched at the Harvest Service 
on 2/10/2022. 
 

4. Energy Price Increases 
As the Canon Treasurer, Andrew Kitchingman reported in his presentation during the 
Stewardship Campaign on 6/3/22, the cost of the Cathedral’s electricity bill has risen 
by £28,000. There is an urgency to find alternative sources of green energy. 
 

Everyone is facing increased energy costs.  
At home, we can  

• install LED lights 

• switch off lights  

• add a layer and turn down the heating by a degree  

• only boil the water needed in our kettle 

• use the washing machine, dryer and dishwasher with a full load 

• turn off appliances on standby  

• check our carbon footprint on the WWF Carbon Footprint Calculator 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

‘C3: CATHEDRAL COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C3 has recently partnered with Ripon Rotary Club in a special partnership. We do not 
fund-raise for them in the way that we do with our other partners, but we support 
their efforts in fund raising and they in turn support us in ours.  As a long established 
and very successful community organisation, Ripon Rotary has much to offer to a new 
organisation like C3. We look forward to working together on behalf of the 
community of Ripon.  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

  

CATHEDRAL GIFT SHOP 
Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5; Sun 12-5. Tel: 01765 601347  

We are very happy to say that the brand new Pitkin guide book is now available in the 
gift shop. 
 

A certain pandemic got in the way of production for an awful long time and halted all 
the progress that had been made up to that point. As restrictions were lifted the 
‘team Ripon’ (as the editor at Pitkin called our group) were back to full steam ahead 
until it’s recent completion. We now have a high quality publication to be proud of 
and all coming together during this our anniversary year.  It has been a long haul to 
say the least! 
 

Thanks go to members of ‘team Ripon’ for their contributions towards the text and 
time given – Brian Crosse, Brian Leach, Sue Ford, Jill Bolland, Marjorie Swann, David 
Crossley.  
 

Thanks also have to go to Joe Priestley for providing wonderful new photography and 
images.  
 

Massive thanks though are due to Malcolm Hanson for heading up the team, for the 
countless hours of work, the devotion to the project, his wordsmithery, his patience, 
his skill. Well done to you indeed. 
 
 



 

 

  



 

 

SERVICE TIMES 

 
Sundays 
8.00am Eucharist   9.30am Morning Prayer (said) 
10.30am Sung Eucharist  12.30pm Eucharist (BCP) 
3.30pm Evensong 

Weekdays 
8.30am   Morning Prayer 
9.00am   Eucharist Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
10.00am  Wednesday followed by coffee and mingle 
12 noon  Eucharist Tuesday, Friday and Saturday 
6.00pm  Evensong (or said Evening Prayer)  (Saturday 5.30pm) 
 

 

Mondays 10.30am The Magdalen Fellowship. Please join us for a time of silence 
and reflection every Monday morning at St John’s Sharow.  Coffee served afterwards.  
Eucharist with Laying on of Hands on first Monday of the month. For further 
information, contact Anne-Marie Tarter 602129  
 

Thursdays (most Thursdays – see the monthly events schedule) 1.00pm Lunchtime 
Concert in the Quire (free). 

 

 

Further Information 

For further information on any of the events and services listed or for general 
information, please contact us on: 

Email:  postmaster@riponcathedral.org.uk 

Tel:  01765 603462 (Office)  01765 602072 (Chapter House) 

Or visit our website: www.riponcathedral.org.uk. 

Cathedral E newsletter 

If you wish to subscribe to the weekly electronic newsletter, please email Michelle 
Gee (michellegee@riponcathedral.org.uk). 

 

mailto:postmaster@riponcathedral.org.uk
http://www.riponcathedral.org.uk/

