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A Letter from the Dean  
 

 
Two months – further impact of COVID-19 
You will notice that this cathedral newsletter covers two months instead of the usual 
one. This is yet another result of COVID-19; fewer events than usual and an inability to 
encourage large attendances at our, still full, schedule of services results in fewer pages 
being needed. Having said that, the following material illustrate that Ripon Cathedral is 
still very active and responding to the needs of both the regular congregation and the 
wider communities of city, diocese and region. These coming weeks take us from 
harvest to Advent, the beginning of a new year for the Church.  
 
The coronavirus is spreading once more and leaving us all with a sense of uncertainty 
and concern. We feel and pray for those regions of the country that are subject to 
greater restrictions than the rest of us, knowing that there is every possibility we could 
be next. And yet there is the desire, and essential need – not least for the economy and 
the psychological health of us all – to keep the community as active and interactive as 
possible. At Ripon Cathedral we are working hard to enable this.  
 
I pray that people within the community will be sensitive to each other’s needs, to the 
fact that weariness and an inevitable tiredness will be taking their toll as we pass 
through the shortening days of autumn. I also pray that the government and banks, 
perhaps especially the banks, will be able to support businesses through these 
threatening days, enabling job losses to be kept to a minimum. The New Testament is 
clear, those who have been fortunate to receive charity and blessings should be willing 
to show generosity to others. The parable of the forgiven slave in Matthew 18 is one 
memorable example of Jesus making this point. The one who had been let off a great 
debt couldn’t find it in his heart to be kind to others who owed him much less.  Before 
we fall into the trap of preaching to others before ourselves, however, this does prompt 
the thought that we in the Church are called upon to do all that we can to support 
others. As I have mentioned, we have been trying to do that at the cathedral through 
worship, offering hospitality to pilgrims and visitors, hosting exhibitions, outreach and 
pastoral care.  
 
I would like to thank the staff and volunteers of the cathedral for doing so much to 
make all this possible in such a spectacular way since we re-opened. Quite apart from 
the extra effort needed to resume worship and choral services safely, additional ‘COVID-
19 measures’ enabled our visitor numbers for August to be almost identical to last year, 
and those for September only 20% down on 2019’s high level. To achieve this in a safe 
and cheerful way says much about the strength of the serving, outward looking 
community which is Ripon Cathedral. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 



 
Thank you 
‘Thank you’ seems to be so central to much of what we are thinking, celebrating and 
doing at the moment. This is no bad thing as gratitude goes to the heart of living out 
the Christian faith. It is, after all, one of the names (in Greek) of one of the two 
sacraments given us by Jesus himself, the Eucharist. This is nothing less than an act of 
thanksgiving in which we are fed by Christ in word and sacrament – by him giving his 
very self.  
 
‘Thank you’ also relates to harvest, which we celebrate on the first Sunday of October; 
to our patronal festival and the Commemoration of Founders and Benefactors on 18th 
October; to the Feast of All Saints and Commemoration of All Souls at the beginning of 
November; Remembrance the following week; and the Feast of Christ the King, on 22nd 
November, when we reach the end of our annual recounting of God’s loving work of 
creation and salvation – and remember that we are a people of confident hope.   
 
Stewardship Renewal: thank you!  
Before looking forward to all these occasions, we need to look back to our stewardship 
renewal campaign which was launched early in March and then extended because of 
lockdown. This is yet another veritable prompt to me to say, ‘thank you’. If you have 
responded to this request to recommit to regular financial support of the cathedral’s 
mission, and in the case of many to increasing the level of that commitment, then you 
should have received a letter of thanks from me. (If you haven’t, please, do let me 
know!).  
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank you all more publicly for providing the means 
by which we are enabled to sustain and extend the worship, ministry and mission of the 
cathedral. Your generosity has resulted in an additional £21,000 of income through 
planned giving this year; a testing year in which such a boost is particularly welcome. 
Thank you!  
 
Thank you also to Canon Ailsa, Liz Thomas, our Planned Giving Secretary, the PCC and 
Canon Andrew Kitchingman, our Canon Treasurer, for their hard work in organising and 
executing the campaign.  
 
Please, if you have been unaware of this and would like to get involved with regular 
planned giving, or wish still to respond by increasing your support, it’s not too late. It’s 
never too late! Please, just speak to any of the people I have just mentioned or contact 
me directly.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Rev’d Caitlin Carmichael-Davis 
In the Festal Eucharist on 22nd November, we will have our celebrations tinged with 
sorrow as we say goodbye to our curate, the Rev’d Caitlin. Of course, we are delighted 
that she has been successful in being appointed as incumbent of the parish of Skerton, 
in Lancaster. We will be saying a big ‘thank you’ for all that she has given us in her three-
and-a-half years with us, as well as wishing her Godspeed for the next stage of her 
ministry.  
 
Please, do pray for Caitlin as she prepares for the move.  
 
 
October 18th: keeping the Feast of St. Wilfrid, confirmations by Bishop Nick, and 
Founders and Benefactors  
The president and preacher for the 10.30am festal Eucharist for St. Wilfrid, on Sunday 
18th October, will be our diocesan bishop, the Bishop of Leeds, the Rt Revd Nick Baines. 
In that service he will confirm ten adults, also baptising four of them, in the Christian 
faith. This is yet another cause for expressing gratitude to God.  
 
Please, do pray for the candidates and their families:   
Kelly Maria de Jong Joanne Kemp Alison Lee Emma Page  
Emily Rusted Grace Spackman Ruth Taft Tom O’Brien 
Carina Mayne Christopher Spackman 

 
 

At 3.30pm that afternoon we will hold our annual Commemoration of Founders and 
Benefactors. Sadly, we cannot invite the usual large numbers of people from across the 
region to this celebration of the history and life of this cathedral, but everyone will be 
able to take part and enjoy it through YouTube. Having said this, those who wish to join 
us in the cathedral are very welcome. They will take part in a remarkable service in 
which some prayers and readings are given in Anglo-Saxon, our long history is recited, 
and all past and present supporters of our God’s mission in and through this place are 
thanked. God, of course, is thanked for it all.  
 
Unusually, this year, this service will also include the admission to office of the 
churchwardens from across the benefice. These are people who do much to sustain and 
further the church’s ministry and mission in our eight churches and four parishes. Please, 
thank God for them and pray for them.  
 
And there will be one further dimension to this service in this ‘quiet year’; the launching 
of the second edition of the magnificent book, Music at Ripon Cathedral  by Malcolm S. 
Beer and Howard M. Crawshaw. This new edition brings the long story of music in this 
place, starting in 657, right up to date. I’m sure you don’t need me to point out that 
while the Commemoration of Founders and Benefactors is a perfect occasion for the 
launching of this book, it is also conveniently at a time when people’s minds are turning 
to the purchasing of Christmas gifts! All proceeds are for the benefit of The Ripon 
Cathedral Music Foundation. We are grateful.  



 
Advent Sunday: less processing but plenty of light and hope – book a seat! 
Usually on Advent Sunday there would be the spectacular ‘Advent Procession’ at 
5.30pm. Well, to keep the service as safe as possible, there will be little processing; but 
there will still be a magnificent Advent carol service with readings, music and choir 
items, and increasing light to symbolise the coming of Christ into his world. This is a 
service filled with hope at a time when the world is acutely aware of its need of this gift 
from God.  
 
This is always a popular service. We will therefore be asking people to book seats in 
advance. More details about the booking system, available from 2nd November, can be 
found in the following pages. Please, do keep an eye on the weekly eNewsletter and our 
website.   
 
Christmas  
Details of our extended schedule of Christmas services and how to book seats (from 2nd 
November) are also available in this newsletter. To ensure the cathedral remains safe in 
the face of COVID-19, its seating capacity is reduced. We are therefore offering an 
increased number of carol services in the days leading up to Christmas. Booking seats in 
advance will be necessary. Again, please, do see the weekly eNewsletter and our 
website.   
 
An Interim Director of Music  
I am delighted that Peter Wright, the recently retired Director of Music of Southwark 
Cathedral, has accepted our offer of the post of Interim Director of Music here at Ripon. 
In these challenging days of the coronavirus pandemic, all members of the music 
department are making a wonderful contribution to the worship and mission of the 
cathedral. We very much look forward to Peter joining us to working with Canon 
Michael in leading this department which is central to the life and soul of the cathedral. 
Please, do see Canon Michael’s report below.  
  
With my very best wishes 
 
Dean John 



 
Receiving communion at home 
Whilst there is much joy that we are now able to celebrate Holy Communion within the 
cathedral together as the Body of Christ, we are conscious that many of you who would 
dearly love to be present with us will in prudence need to stay at home because of the 
medical advice you have received. 
 
If you are in that category, we want to be able to offer you the opportunity to receive 
the sacrament at home. Subject to what the Church of England and Government rules 
allow, we will aim over the coming weeks, to bring communion to anyone who asks for 
it to be brought to them. If you would like us to do this for you, either contact the 
office, or Canon Ailsa and we will do what we can. 
 

Streaming services  
Whilst we are happy to be able to welcome people to services once again in the 
building, we will be continuing to livestream services through the week for those 
unable to join us. This will include: 
 

Sunday Eucharist at 10.30am 
Thursday Evensong at 6pm 
 

We would love to hear your views about the streamed services and so have launched a 
consultation process, available online through the front page of the cathedral's website 
and social media. If you'd prefer, you could also email your thoughts to 
joepriestley@riponcathedral.org.uk. We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Further Information 

For further information on any of the events and services listed or for general 
information, please contact us on: 

Email:  postmaster@riponcathedral.org.uk 

Tel:  01765 603462 (Office)  01765 602072 (Chapter House) 

Or visit our website: www.riponcathedral.org.uk. 

Cathedral E newsletter 

If you wish to subscribe to the weekly electronic newsletter, please email Michelle Gee 
(michellegee@riponcathedral.org.uk). 

mailto:joepriestley@riponcathedral.org.uk
mailto:postmaster@riponcathedral.org.uk
http://www.riponcathedral.org.uk/
mailto:michellegee@riponcathedral.org.uk


 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   by Jacqui Parkinson 





Children at the Cathedral  
 
Children’s Church regularly takes place each Sunday during the 10.30am service and 
resumed very successfully (and safely) for the 3 weeks at the end of term in July.  It was 
so good to see the children back! We will start again on Sunday 6th September 
continuing for the time being to use the Library which allows sufficient space to enable 
social distancing. All children of primary school age are welcome, as are younger 
children if accompanied by a parent. Now we simply ask that you take your child up to 
the Library as you arrive in the cathedral and take a seat near the front on the southside 
so your child can find you easily at the end of the session.  
 
‘Godtalk’ is for those in Year 6 and above helping young people to engage with the 
readings during the sermon, and prayers. It will start a little later in the autumn 
 
The creche at the 10.30 sung eucharist cannot run at the moment, unfortunately, as 
there is no means of making the soft surfaces and toys COVID safe. So if you are 
bringing babies and small children to a service it is best to come equipped with some of 
your own (silent) toys. 
 
We think we can run Messy Cathedral safely but we will only be able to have limited 
numbers so we are asking parents to book a place for themselves and their children in 
advance. It next meets at 4.30 on 4th October when we will be thinking about Harvest. 
Plenty of fun, and story-telling, though because of the restrictions the usual sort of tea 
will not be possible.  All welcome. No charge but don’t forget to book places: email 
victoriarichardson@riponcathedral.org.uk.  
 
 
“Breakfast Natters” our opportunity for parents to chat over coffee and cake as the 
children play will have to wait until the restrictions are relaxed some more and we are 
able to meet as a group.    
 
 

mailto:victoriarichardson@riponcathedral.org.uk






 
The Music Department 
 
Interviews for an Interim Director of Music took place at the end of September. Four 
candidates were interviewed and had the opportunity to meet the musicians, Lay 
Clerks, Choristers and our Music Outreach Coordinator. We are pleased to be able to 
announce that Peter Wright has been appointed. Peter comes to us having recently 
retired as Director of Music at Southwark Cathedral in London, a post he held for 30 
years. Prior to his time at Southwark, he had worked at Guildford Cathedral for 12 years 
as Sub-Organist. He brings his immense experience to lead the music at Ripon from 
after half term and we look forward to welcoming him in person for this 9 month 
appointment.  
 
The Lay Clerks returned to sing Evensong three nights a week and two services on 
Sunday in September. The Choristers are now rehearsing two nights a week in two 
groups. A Junior set are enjoying rehearsals on Tues and Weds and a Senior set are 
rehearsing on Thurs and Fri. The plan, currently, is that in the coming weeks they will 
return to singing in the Cathedral for at least some services. 
 
The Chapter is committed to maintaining the Boy and Girl Choristers as separate lines 
into the future. 
It only right to publicly pay tribute to the Music staff, who, in these difficult 
circumstances continue to show a remarkable resilience in the face of guidance 
changing almost daily at times. Each announcement is analysed and practice is 
changed if necessary and Risk Assessments are adjusted. Parents are regularly assured by 
email of how arrangements are adjusted. 
 
Whilst Lay Clerks and Choristers have returned, congregational singing is not yet 
permitted, which is a frustration for many. I do not know when the guidelines will be 
updated to permit congregational singing, we ought to prepare for a very different 
Christmas to the one we might have hoped for. 
 
Please continue to remember the music department in your prayers. 

 
 
 
Thursday Concerts are still on hold for the moment, but plans are being made to 
return them in an online format.  

 



Many of us – myself included – feel daunted looking ahead to winter, with a celebration 
of Christmas that may be curtailed with the risk of a further rise in COVID-19 infections 
and consequent restrictions. We none of us can know what awaits. So we can batten 
down the hatches (or hide under the duvet, or whatever) or we can grasp the positive, 
if limited, opportunities this time offers. As the saying goes, if life hands you lemons, 
make lemonade (or perhaphs a gin and tonic…?) 
For Christians the equivalent to the lemonade or gin and tonic response is to seek to 

travel hopefully. Christian life is a journey, a pilgrimage to God and it is possible to use 

this time to grow in understanding and exploration of faith as a positive approach to 

this terrible time. With that in mind, we are offering a number of opportunities for study 

under the title The Way at Ripon Cathedral. 

The Way is the earliest known title for the movement 
formed by Jesus’ disciples after his resurrection. St Luke 
describes how, well before Jesus’ disciples were called 
‘Christians’ or formed a Church, they were known (even 
by their opponents) as followers of The Way.  I like it as a 
title because it makes clear that we have never  ‘arrived’ 
as disciples, but are always travelling with Jesus on the 
way to union with God. That’s a life-long endeavour  
So below are some different suggestions. We are working 
on the basis that all of them will need to take place by 
Zoom but, if circumstances permit, we may be able to 
decide nearer the time that we can meet face to face.  
 

You’ll see elsewhere in this newsletter information about an Advent course, Living in 

Hope. It seems odd, I know, to use a summer image of a sunflower for a course 

happening in December! But it reminds us that even in the dead of winter there is the 

hope – and certainty – of summer to come. Things will not always be like this and the 

course explores the basis for our Christian hope.  

That course will be offered on Wednesday evenings by me and on Tuesdays (at times 

fixed to suit the group) jointly by Nina Harrison and Michelle Dearlove. More details 

soon. 

Yvonne Jefferies is offering as an alternative the opportunity to do some Advent Bible 
study on the readings for the 4 Sundays of Advent 24th November and 1st, 8th and 15th 
December 7.30pm.  
 

Before we get to Advent, I am offering a four week programme of Bible study under the 
title Being Church During COVID-19 based on material from Tearfund. This will be on 
Thursday evenings in November: 5th, 12th  19th and 26th November 7.30pm. 
If you are interested in being part of any of these groups please contact Victoria 
Richardson in the office VictoriaRichardson@riponcathedral.org.uk 01765 603462 

Canon Ailsa 

mailto:VictoriaRichardson@riponcathedral.org.uk


 

 
 
 
 





Christmas Fair 
Mark your calendars, the annual Christmas fair is returning this year and will now be 
held over two festive days on the 20th and 21st November! Tickets will only be available 
online on our website and in our Cathedral Gift Shop and will go on sale mid-
September. Tickets will not be sold on the door to ensure that we can control the 
number of guests we have in the building. 
 
Though Covid-19 restrictions mean that we cannot offer our Cathedral Café this year, 
we will still be accepting Christmas Cake donations to sell at the fair. These must be 
traditional fruit cakes that have been wrapped in cellophane and marked with the date 
so that they can be quarantined. 
 
If you would like to donate a Christmas Cake, volunteer on the day or donate a prize for 
our Angel Tree, please contact Georgina Melvin 
on georginamelvin@riponcathedral.org.uk. 
 
For more information on how we are creating a safe environment at our Christmas Fair, 
visit our events page on the website. 

mailto:georginamelvin@riponcathedral.org.uk


 



‘C3: Cathedral Community Connections 
Ripon Cathedral is committed to supporting our community through partnerships with 
local charities.  That support includes both prayer and practical action. Please consider 
how you might play your part in this ministry. For more information please contact 
C3@riponcathedral.org.uk or telephone the Cathedral Office 01765 603462.  
 
Ripon Community Hall continue to look after the Food Bank.  On the approach to the 
Christmas period, the Salvation Army are planning to distribute packs of festive fare to 
families who would not be able afford such items.   Donations of festive food items can 
be left in the Food Bank basket at the Cathedral entrance and will be separated out 
from mainstream food donations and given to the Salvation Army” 
 
The Ripon YMCA is looking to expand their Trustees and are looking for volunteers with 
a background in law, housing, fiancé, youth work, fundraising or business.  They meet 6 
times a year and would welcome both full board members  or advisors.  For more 
information please contact 01765 607609 or email  ceo@riponymca.org 
 

 

mailto:C3@riponcathedral.org.uk
mailto:ceo@riponymca.org


Jennyruth Workshops exists to meet the needs of adults who have learning disabilities, 
enabling them to gain confidence and life skills through the design and production of a 

wide range of high quality hand-crafted items.  
Although the Workshops have had to cancel most of 
their face-to-face selling in 2020, they hope to run stalls 
at the Little Artisan Market in Pateley Bridge on the 
4th October and at the Ripon Market on the 
5thDecember. The team at the Workshops have worked 
hard to move sales online and they now have an new 
online shop   www.jennyruth.co.uk/shop. with new 
products ready for Christmas including new Elf and 
Gnome decorations.  

 Last month JRW also had the official unveiling of 
their ‘About Ripon’ Community Jigsaw project. 
Through a number of jigsaw pieces representing 
organisations in the community, they ‘paint a 
picture’ of our community and all the diverse ways 
that we work together, live alongside each other, 
help and support each other. Forging links together, 
through good times and bad. The jigsaw will move 
through a variety of locations around the City, 
including the Cathedral. 
 
 
JRW is continuing to raise funds for the workshops 

through the  Rainbow Miles fundraiser. The workers have now walked/run an incredible 
1401.6 miles and have raised £2,522. To donate please go 
to https://www.gofundme.com/f/the-rainbow-miles,  

Christian Aid The appeal and retiring collection for Beirut after the enormous explosion 
raised a wonderful £581. We don’t know how much more was raised through online 
donations.  Thank you so much for your support! 
Because of the Coronavirus sadly the planned autumn concert in Holy Trinity has had to 
be cancelled. 

Dementia Forward 
Mince Pies & Memories is Dementia Forward's annual festive fundraiser, where people 
enjoy a cup of tea and a mince pie and share memories with friends and family, for a 
donation big or small. This year, we can't meet in person, but you can still help to raise 
vital funds and awareness any time in December, by meeting in a small group or 
organising a virtual gathering. It's an opportunity to reminisce or learn something new 
about the people around you, and also to ensure that Dementia Forward can be there 
for anyone affected by dementia in North Yorkshire now and in the future. Dementia 
Forward would love to see any pictures or stories/memories that you collect!  You can 
donate on the following link https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/mince-pies-
and-memories-for-dementia-forward, or get in touch for other ways to donate.  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jennyruth.co.uk%2Fshop&data=02%7C01%7Cc3%40riponcathedral.org.uk%7C7115cd536f7c427203e808d85659f099%7C217a0ffdfd7749d09adcaaeb3588994c%7C1%7C0%7C637354291581755102&sdata=a0JWGabDb4%2BYpTFqYs8F4DX0tMg84mecwUhPAG7ihC8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gofundme.com%2Ff%2Fthe-rainbow-miles&data=02%7C01%7Cc3%40riponcathedral.org.uk%7C7115cd536f7c427203e808d85659f099%7C217a0ffdfd7749d09adcaaeb3588994c%7C1%7C0%7C637354291581765093&sdata=FcJ%2BfLeFPhL4o80evru8aI3Vb9yMZ3bB6fTxSjYp%2Fys%3D&reserved=0
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdonate.giveasyoulive.com%2Ffundraising%2Fmince-pies-and-memories-for-dementia-forward&data=02%7C01%7Cc3%40riponcathedral.org.uk%7C60213e13d9524a0cd1c108d85af7186c%7C217a0ffdfd7749d09adcaaeb3588994c%7C1%7C0%7C637359364641880327&sdata=zKGOPbPNxDT%2BHJzHTwVMPXqtvXKSg2RUiNmUId1TuTI%3D&reserved=0


 
 
 
 
 
 
The Walled Garden/ Ripon Community Link 
Supporting people with learning disabilities with work-based learning and day care 
activities.  Focused on quality, individuality and integration. 

AUTUMN AT THE WALLED GARDEN 
THE WALLED GARDEN is selling a wide range of autumn bedding plants, hanging 
baskets, perennials, herbs, shrubs and fruit trees.  

• Free delivery in the HG4 area for orders 
over £15  

• The Walled Garden is open to visit or 
you may order by phone.  

Visit our website to see the full product 
range.  
Whilst Christmas may seem a long way in 
the future, the Walled Garden are 
intending to sell their lovely Christmas 
Trees, Wreaths, cakes, chutneys and 
handmade gifts as usual this year. 
https://www.riponcommunitylink.org  
telephone: 01765 609 229  
 

We ask for your prayers for all of our partners 
as they work to support their members during this crisis and beyond: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Jennyruth 

Workshops 

 

Ripon City of 

Sanctuary 

If you are affected by dementia and would like support, please call the 
Dementia Forward  Helpline 03300 578592 or visit our 
website www.dementiaforward.org.uk.  
 

https://www.riponcommunitylink.org/
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The Walled Garden; a safe haven  
 
The Walled Garden is being transformed to provide COVID safe bubbles amidst 
preparations to welcome back members of Ripon Community Link, currently being 
supported at home. 
  
Staff at our partner charity in Ripon, which supports adults with learning difficulties, 
have been working hard through lockdown and the past couple of months to tend to 
the beautiful orchard, woodland and garden areas.  
  
At the same time the Link’s 55 members have been offered a comprehensive home 
support programme including singing and dancing over Zoom and planned daily 
activities such as baking and arts and crafts. Carers have been supported by phone but 
staff say members have greatly missed coming to the garden and to the Link’s other 
site, St Wilfrid’s bungalow. 
  
The charity’s two sites will operate a bubble system creating small groups which will 
work together in single locations such as the Walled Garden’s new Garden Room and 
the Tea Room (currently closed to the public); this will keep members and staff safer 
and minimise cross infection as much as possible. 
  
Socially distanced picnic tables have been set up for people to sit and enjoy a take-away 
drink or homemade cake, though this may need to cease as members return. 
  
The Link’s Sarah Johnson explained: “The work we have done with members at home 
has been really successful and a lot of work is going on now to plan our sessions; we are 
also putting together a video to show our members exactly what to expect. As has 
always been the case, our priority is the welfare of our members. We have to be 
extremely careful and we are following advice from North Yorkshire County Council.” 
  
The Walled Garden has been badly hit by the pandemic with fundraising events 
cancelled and retail income from the shop and tea room greatly affected. There are 
currently a wide variety of plants including Autumn bedding, planters and bird tables 
available to buy from the Garden and these can be ordered by phone for collection or 
delivery. Jams and chutneys are also on sale and you can find out more on how to 
support them by visiting www.riponcommunitylink.org 
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Matt trying out the new tractor 
 

 

Ben with the rainbow 
 
 



Cathedral Gift Shop  
Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 10-4; Sun 12-4. Tel: 01765 601347  
 
Advent is looming just around the corner which means it’s time to renew your 
lectionary. SPCK and Church House publishing lectionaries are now in stock along with 
the SPCK pocket diary with lectionary. 
 

To accompany the lectionary we have Reflections for Daily Prayer . Thousands of readers 
value the creative insights, scholarships and pastoral wisdom offered by well known 
writers, experienced ministers, biblical scholars and theologians. 
 
 

Advent also means candles and calendars! Pop in to the shop now to purchase your 
advent dinner and pillars candles, we have a great selection again including 3 designs 
custom printed for Ripon Cathedral.  
 

All our Christmas lines are available and selling rather quickly so don’t miss out and 
don’t miss the last postal date if sending gifts and cards overseas. Non European 
countries last date is October 12th. 
 
 “Ten” by Bishop John Pritchard  Available in the cathedral shop, price £9.99. 

This very readable book offers food for thought for those open to exploring the 
Christian faith for themselves, for those who are sceptical, and, 
indeed, also for those who might like some ideas of what to say when 
the topic of faith arises in conversation with friends, family and others. 
Every chapter has 10 sections, none more than about a page in 
length. It is easy to read and even just to dip into. Here are some of 
the chapter titles: “ Ten problems people have with faith. Ten things I 
believe about God. Ten things I do not believe about God . Ten 
reasons to believe in God.. Ten beliefs about science and religion. Ten 
key beliefs about Jesus. Ten reasons why Christianity is so long-
lasting.”.   Why not get a copy and see what you make of what it says?" 

 
“God and the pandemic” by Tom Wright. New release available in 
the cathedral shop at £7.99 
Superbly written, utterly Bible based. . . Do not hesitate!’ 
Archbishop Justin Welby 
What are we supposed to think about the coronavirus crisis? 
Some people think they know: ‘This is a sign of the End,’ they say. 
‘It’s all predicted in the book of Revelation.’ 
Others disagree but are equally clear: ‘This is a call to repent. God is 
judging the world and through this disease he’s telling us to 
change.’  Some join in the chorus of blame and condemnation: ‘It’s 
the fault of the Chinese, the government, the World Health 
Organization...'     Tom Wright examines these reactions to the virus 

and finds them wanting. Instead, he invites you to consider a different way of seeing 
and responding – a way that draws on the teachings and examples of scripture, and 
above all on the way of living, thinking and praying revealed to us by Jesus. 



 
 
 

Don’t miss out on 
these fantastic face 
coverings made by 
Eco-Chic and now 
available at £4.99 
each in the shop. 12 
fabric designs to 

choose from all the way from pretty florals to camper vans and highland cattle!  In our 
‘new normal’ times, face masks have very much become the new must have accessory.  
These breathable reusable face coverings are a great eco-friendly alternative to 
disposable face masks. Secured with two adjustable soft elastic ear loops and have a 
‘built-in’ filter pocket. Washable at 60 degrees. Outer fabric polyester, inner fabric 
cotton. 
 
 

Report on sponsored walk – Janet and Graham Jelley 
On a chilly day Graham and I completed our sponsored walk on Friday September 4th 
2020.We walked from Killinghall to Ripley,Hampsthwaite and back to Killinghall.  We 
broke our walk in Hampsthwaite to partake in a snack where we met two friends.It 
made a pleasant interlude before continuing our walk back to Killinghall.  We are 
delighted to report that thanks to all our sponsors we managed to raise £1,000 for 
Ripon Cathedral. A huge thank you to all who supported us on our venture. 

 
 
 





 


