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Notice of Annual General Meeting
The seventy-eighth Annual General Meeting of the Friends of
Ripon Cathedral will be held in Thorpe Prebend House on Monday,
1st July 2019 at 7.00pm

After the meeting there will be an address by the
Bishop of Kirkstall, The Rt Revd Paul Slater
For the programme of lectures from September 2019 to March 2020,
please see the back cover of this Annual Report
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addresses of members. This information is used solely to print address
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for membership records.
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computer file.
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membership@friendsofriponcathedral.org.uk
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From the Chairman
The sharp eyed of you will recognise some of what is in this
report as a repeat of what you read a year ago. This arises
because we have decided to report the activities of what
took place in the previous calendar year (in this case 2018)
aligned with our financial accounts for that same year.
So what has already happened in 2019 by the time of the
AGM this July will now be reported when the 2019 Annual
Report is produced.

AGM
I do hope as many of you as possible will attend the AGM on July 1st at
7.30pm in Thorpe Prebend House. After the usual necessary business I’m
delighted to say that we shall be addressed by The Rt Revd Paul Slater,
Bishop of Kirkstall who will give us some insights into his ministry in Leeds,
and this will be followed by light refreshments. If it’s a pleasant summers
evening we shall be able to enjoy the delights of the house’s garden.

Thanks
I must begin with my sincere thanks to my fellow members of Council - it has
been an extremely busy year - more later - and much has been achieved
which is all down to their very considerable time commitment, wisdom and
suggestions.
However I must also highlight two individuals who have given many years of
service to the Friends.
Maurice Taylor has been involved in several capacities for some 20 years,
most recently as the organiser of our very successful annual lecture series
and study days .
John Wimpress similarly for at least 18 years has been our diligent Treasurer
and leaves us in a healthy financial position. We owe them both a huge debt
of gratitude.
I’m delighted also that Anne Groves, in her busy life as the Cathedral’s
Finance Manager, has agreed to take on the role of our Treasurer.

Achievements in 2018
As well as running a successful series of events, we arranged the 2019
programme which was published in advance.
We upped our communications activities with regular newsletters and
attractive flyers about forthcoming events.
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Alongside this we reviewed the details of our membership records and
late in the year invested in a new database - the fruits of which will be
evident in years to come.

Grant to Cathedral
In keeping with the new strategy outlined in my report last year of having
a primary concern for the fabric of the Cathedral and surrounding estate,
we agreed a three year programme of support with the Chapter. The final
details of this were only agreed in early 2019 but I’m pleased to say that a
grant of £50,000 will be paid for work to be done in 2019 and more details
will be reported in due course.

Plans for 2019
It is now best practice for all charities to give a forward look to their
members of their plans for the forthcoming year. For the Friends this
means ensuring the programme we have published is successfully
delivered as well as setting our plans for 2020.
We shall be monitoring the feedback we are promised from Chapter about
the use of the fabric grant and discussing with them the programme for
2020.
Work is underway already to fully implement the new database and we
shall be updating our website which will be located on the main Cathedral
website to underline that we are part of the family which is the
community of Ripon Cathedral
In closing, thank you all for your support
With my best wishes

Philip Arundel

Calling all Friends
Would you like to become more involved?
 we are looking for three more people to join the
Council and be part of the decision-making process.
 also we are looking for people with particular skills in
IT, communications, organising lectures, Study Days
and visits.
Please contact: chairman@friendsofriponcathedral.org.uk
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A Message from the Dean
Last year was a good period for Ripon Cathedral and its Friends. Growing
God’s Kingdom, the chapter’s vision and strategy, continued
to provide focus and direction. Encouraging progress was
seen in most areas of mission, not least in those relating to
the development of our spiritual and built heritage. A
significant increase in the number of visitors (89,000 to
105,000) was due in part to the way in which we supported
the city and region in marking the centenary of the ending of
the First World War. A new pilgrim trail based on Wilfred
Owen’s time and writing in Ripon was one aspect of that, as were the successful Fields of Mud, Seeds of Hope and West Front Lightshow exhibitions. The
offering of this hospitality and community focus would not have been possible
without the contribution of staff and many volunteers who work hard all year
round, in both busy and quieter periods. Neither could it have happened
without the ongoing care and conservation of the cathedral’s fabric.
In his remarks in last year’s annual report, the then-new chairman of the
Friends of Ripon Cathedral, Philip Arundel shared what he described as ‘early
thoughts’ in envisioning a new chapter in the life of this wonderful
organisation – an organisation that is part of the ‘cathedral family’, as he
pointed out. Philip spoke of the fabric of the cathedral building and estate as a
primary concern. For this the Chapter and I are extremely grateful. We are
delighted that this now finds tangible expression in a level of regular financial
commitment that has not been seen in recent times. And the good news is
that this increased support comes at a point when the Chapter is well placed
to take full advantage of its potential.
Last year I reported that in 2017 the Chapter had enjoyed the first operating
account surplus for several decades. I mentioned that we had budgeted for a
small deficit in 2018. I’m pleased that this turned out to be an even larger
surplus than we had seen the previous year. We are not complacent as we
work hard to sustain this pattern. One real benefit is that the substantial
support promised by the friends for 2018-2020 means that every pound can
be used to catch up on conservation and maintenance both within the
cathedral and on those parts of the estate that have a heritage or historic
value. This welcome investment begins to reduce the significant maintenance
liability and ensures a smarter environment for the cathedral.
Things are looking up!
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Looking forward, the Chapter will be reviewing progress with its strategy in the
summer of 2019 and begin work on identifying its priorities for 2020-2021.
We are pleased that before the end of 2019 we should see the completion of
the exciting Restoring Fallen Angels project in the Quire. This will see the
Tudor choir stalls cleaned and stabilised, including the repair of several
misericords. With a project budget of over £100,000, we are grateful to the
Headley Trust and the Charles and Elsie Sykes Trust for enabling us to get on
with this piece of work that was identified as urgent in the first years of this
century.
For some time, we have been aware that the cathedral needs some new
essential facilities. Behind the scenes a huge amount of work has been done in
developing our Ripon Cathedral Renewed project. The vision is to deliver a
new building containing refectory, shop, song school and music outreach
centre, lavatories, and essential storage. Colin Harrison chaired very ably the
original steering group and his death at the beginning for 2019 was a tragic
loss not just for this development but also for the whole cathedral community.
We certainly miss him. I am extremely grateful to Colin Little for taking on the
chairing of the steering group. He brings considerable experience and energy.
These gifts, additional talented steering group members, and welcome
progress with fundraising now enable an increase in momentum. The
anticipated arrival of the project cabin in the stone yard should provide
tangible evidence of progress! There is still a long way to go, with real cause to
be hopeful.
In looking forward, I am very keen that we benefit from looking back,
recognising and celebrating the great contribution to the life of the cathedral
made by St. Wilfrid and his zeal for sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with
the wider community and nation. He knew how to shape and equip the church
for mission. In 2022, we will mark the 1350th anniversary of Wilfrid’s
dedication of the crypt. This provides an opportunity to all organisations that
make up the cathedral family to plan something special. We will, of course,
ensure that these are coordinated in a structured way to provide maximum
benefit. We do indeed have much to celebrate as we work together to sustain
and enhance the wonderful inheritance that is Ripon Cathedral.
I wish the Friends of Ripon Cathedral well for 2019-20 and remind you that
you are warmly invited to join us for the Commemoration of Founders and
Benefactors on Sunday, 13th October at 3.30pm.

The Very Revd John Dobson
Dean of Ripon
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Hon. Treasurer’s Report
It has been a busy year for the Friends Council as we set about raising the
profile of the Friends in a variety of ways.
As well as developing our programme of lectures, study days and trips
during the year we published our calendar of events in advance for the
whole of 2019.
Our Membership Secretary has done sterling work in bringing up to date
our membership records as well as using her publishing skills in producing
the Annual Report. Our investments performed well so we began
discussions with Chapter as to how best we might assist in addressing the
backlog of minor but essential fabric repairs to the Cathedral and Estate.
In the year we made a small donation of £3000 to fund a "Tap & Donate"
terminal to make it easy for visitors to make donations (and where
appropriate with gift aid recovery ). This is already producing extra funds
and this really came into its own attracting over £1000 during the WW1
centenary month.
We were delighted to welcome Canon Barry as the Chapter representative
on Council and he quickly began to make different and refreshing
contributions in our meetings.
At the forthcoming AGM we shall say farewell to two stalwarts, namely
Maurice Taylor and John Wimpress, who each have given some 20 years'
service to the Friends - we are hugely grateful for all they have
contributed.
We were however delighted to welcome Anne Groves, the Cathedral
Finance Manager, to the team. She will become our Treasurer at the AGM
and bring her own financial experience.
The Friends are well placed to continue to support the Cathedral in the
years ahead and there is much else still to do to fulfil that purpose as we
approach our 80th Anniversary.
Approved by order of the board of trustees on 14th May 2019 and signed
on its behalf by:

Philip Arundel and John Wimpress
Trustees
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Summary of Financial Activities (SoFA) for the
Year Ended 31st December 2018
INCOMING RESOURCES

2018 (£)

2017 (£)

Subscriptions

4,008

3,631

Donations and Bequests

1,252

23

45,910

-

Legacies
Investment Income

5,133

4,899

685

603

Friends’ Activities

9,156

56,988

RESOURCES EXPENDED
458

770

Newsletter production & PR

-

1,017

Cost of Friends’ Activities

-

981

Investment management

2,163

1,892

Annual Report and AGM

635

779

Mileage Expenses

545

-

48

-

Printing, postage etc

Bank Charges
Stationery
Chapter Donorpoint

143
3,000

11,210

-

Vestments

46

6,992

16,695

Net expenditure/income

49,996

-7,539

Gain on investments

-12,291

9,671

Net Income

37,705

2,132
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Balance Sheet at 31st December 2018
2018
Total
Funds
£

2017
Total
Funds
£

147,009

156.368

Debtors

50,000

50,000

Cash at Bank

70,172
120,172

23,108
73,108

NET CURRENT ASSETS

120,172

73,108

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES

267181

229,476

NET ASSETS

267,181

229,476

265,719

228,016

1,462

1,460

267,719

229,476

FIXED ASSETS
Investments
CURRENT ASSETS

FUNDS
Unrestricted
Restricted
TOTAL FUNDS
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Lectures Report 2018
Once again thanks are due to Maurice Taylor who for
many years has a arranged a varied and interesting
programme of Sunday afternoon lectures and Saturday
Study Days.

January 21st 2018: Revd Malcolm Hanson
Having moved to Ripon following his retirement, Revd
Malcolm Hanson has become a well-known and
respected member of the Cathedral
community having served in several
capacities including as co-ordinator of
the Cathedral Guides team. Perhaps
it was as a result of this that he
became interested in the life of Dean
John Wilkins who has been described
as Ripon’s ‘most brilliant Dean’ .
Malcolm wrote an article for our 2014/5 annual report
and we invited him to expand on that article for this
lecture, which he did admirably helping us to see that
the description was well justified.

February 18th 2018 : Professor Martin Curzon
Professor Martin Curzon took as his title ‘Lady Eleanor
Talbot the Secret Queen of Edward IV. ’ Richard III’s
claim to the throne was based on the claimed bigamous
marriage of his brother Edward IV to Lady Eleanor
Talbot. The evidence for the secret marriage in 1461 was
presented and how it affected Richard, Duke of
Gloucester, becoming King. Professor Curzon presented
historical and archaeological evidence leading to a
discussion of the roles of Eleanor Talbot and Elizabeth Widville in Edward’s
turbulent relationship affecting the end of the War of the Roses.
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September 16th 2018: Dr David Barnard
How Churches Stand Up.
After retiring from hematology David Barnard served as a
volunteer guide at Fountains Abbey and pursued his
interest in ecclesiology and in particular how medieval
masons worked out how to control the various thrusts and
stresses that seemed intent on levelling the buildings to the
ground. Using a variety of techniques – images, illustrations,
models and pieces of wood - he led us through some
complicated physics to understand the part arches – round,
pointed or flat - and buttresses played in the developing story that gave us
such an array of iconic buildings to enjoy

October 21st: Jocelyn Brooks MBE
Moorish Spain: Religious Tolerance and Tensions 711 CE – 1492 CE
From the defeat of the Visigoths in Spain by the Islamic
Moors from North Africa in 711 to the eventual re-conquest
by the Christians in 1492, trouble was never far away.
Whilst originally referring to the Berber people it generally
came to be linked to ‘Muslim’ and the areas where they
were dominant longest show the greatest examples of their
architecture. Jocelyn took us inside the famous sites, e.g.
the mosque-cathedral of Cordoba, the Alhambra at
Granada, the ancient synagogue, mosques and churches of Toledo amongst
others and pointed out the significant architectural and religious features of
each. With a wide range of pictures and excellent commentary Jocelyn, our
Membership Secretary, informed and entertained her audience.

Nov ember 18th: Dr Bryan White Director of Research, School of Music,
University of Leeds
English Musical Celebrations of St Cecilia’s Day in the 17th & 18th Centuries

Dr Bryan White is a member of the Purcell
Society and Director of Research and Innovation in the School
of Music, a member of the Leeds University Centre for English
Music and director of the Consort of Leeds. He took as his
subject the theme of his latest paper, Music for St Cecilia's
Day from Purcell to Handel, Music in Britain, 1600-2000
(Woodbridge:Boydell Press, 2019) ,which he lavishly illustrated with
recordings. We were fortunate indeed to have such an acknowledged
authority conduct this year’s much appreciated music lecture.
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Report on two Study Days with Professor
Joyce Hill and Sophie Weston in 2018
Joyce Hill

started with the illuminated Gospel Book
commissioned by St Wilfrid with letters of gold on purpledyed parchment and which was enclosed in a case of gold
decorated with jewels, making a powerful statement both
about the glory of God and also Wilfrid’s wealth and
power. This was repeated at his consecration of the church
that he had built at Ripon, attended by many rich and
powerful secular leaders as well as ecclesiastical hierarchy,
and which was followed by a feast lasting for three days.
Wilfrid began his Christian education at Lindisfarne where he learnt the Celtic
ways. Later he visited Rome where he experienced the Roman traditions.
Wilfrid chose to follow the latter with its emphasis on expressing the glory of
God through magnificent buildings and art. On receiving the monastery at
Ripon Wilfrid’s commitment to Rome led to him to create a basilica with
Roman style adornment, commission illuminated manuscripts and introduce
the Rule of Benedict for the first time in an English monastery.
Joyce then described how a Codex (a manuscript with the pages held
together by stitching to form a book) was produced from start to finish. She
outlined each stage showing the large number of people and costs involved.
She showed many photographs illustrating the difference between codexes
in the Celtic and Roman traditions, and the transition from the former to
latter in the Kingdom of Northumbria (the only part of England that had
adopted the Celtic style).

Sophie Weston started by looking at the Tree of Jesse
and the life of Christ including the symbolism used in the
pictorial representations of these subjects. As always her
presentation was very well illustrated throughout the day.
She explained how the Jesse Tree was based on the
genealogy of Christ showing his family tree pictorially.
Scenes from the life of Christ are commonly depicted in
stained glass, paintings and images in stone or wood, or embroidered on
church vestments, as are those based on the stories of the life and death of
the Virgin Mary.
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Some of these stories may not be familiar to many today but would have
been very well known to people living in medieval England. Whilst some
of these events are in the New Testament others can only be found in the
Apocryphal Gospels of which many in the 21st century are unaware.
Later Sophie described how to identify images of a large number of saints
from their various attributes. Those attending should now be more
confident in recognising which saint is which when there is no inscription
to help. In the final session we were introduced to a number of medieval
‘teaching images’ such as the 7 works of mercy, 7 sacraments, 7 deadly
sins, 9 orders of angels, 3 living and 3 dead, the Sunday Christ and the Last
Judgement.

John F Beal

We are sure that you
have some good ideas.

We would like to
know what you
think!

Please don't just keep
them to yourselves
Share your ideas with
the Council
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Please email: secretary@friendsofriponcathedral.org.uk
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Tours 2018
Organised by the Vice-Chairman, Dr John F Beal MBE
There were two tours in 2018. In March we visited two churches
in Leeds. The first was St John's, Briggate. Built 1632-34 it is the
oldest church in Leeds
city centre. The glory of the church lies in
its
magnificent
Jacobean
fittings,
particularly the superb carved wooden
screen richly decorated with flowers.
Brightly painted angels play instruments in
the roof and look
down on wonderful
carved pews below.
St John’s Church Briggate

After lunch we walked
to Leeds Minster (formerly Leeds Parish Church), a large
Victorian church which seats 1600 people and was built when
a new Vicar of Leeds, Dr Hook, arrived in 1838 and realised
that the old church was too small for the growing city. He told
the architect, Robert Chantrell, to build a ‘grand’ building that
would ‘hold as many people as possible’. Within the
beautifully decorated sanctuary area are memorials from
previous churches on the site, including the famous Leeds
Cross dating from the 10th century.

The Leeds Cross

In June we had a coach tour of three churches with Richard III connection starting
in Ripon where before becoming King, Richard Duke of Gloucester was appointed to
the Stewardship of the Archbishop of York’s Lordship of Ripon.

Possible Tomb of Prince Edward

The first stop was at the Church of St Helen and
the Holy Cross, Sheriff Hutton. Richard acquired
Sheriff Hutton Castle, one of three centres that
housed the Council of the North, through his
marriage to Anne Neville. Nearby the church
contains an alabaster memorial figure of a boy
aged about 11 years thought by many to be
Edward of Middleham, Prince of Wales,
Richard’s only legitimate son .
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We then went to St Alkelda’s Church, Middleham. Richard lived for some years at
Middleham Castle in the household of his cousin Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick
and Lord of Middleham. Later Richard married Warwick’s daughter Anne and
inherited the Lordship of Middleham. Already in possession of the advowson of
Middleham Church Richard was granted a licence to establish a College consisting
of a dean, 6 chaplains, 4 clerks and 6 choristers, charged with offering perpetual
masses for the souls of himself and the Yorkist royal family.
One of the saints which Richard ruled
should be specially commemorated
was St Wilfrid of Ripon.
After Richard’s accession to the
throne it became known as the Kings
College, Middleham. Although the
chantry was closed in 1547 the
church remained a Royal Peculiar
until 1845. The church contains a
modern stained glass window
commemorating the establishment of the College by Richard. The lower part
depicts Richard with his son Edward.
Finally we visited St Mary’s Church, Barnard Castle. Again young Richard may have
spent time at Warwick’s castle in Barnard Castle and again he acquired the
Lordship through his marriage to Anne. Richard was
granted a licence for a Collegiate foundation at
Barnard Castle with a dean, 12 chaplains, 10 clerks and
6 choristers which would have made it larger than the
one at Middleham. They were to offer perpetual
masses for the souls of the royal family in the same
way as at Middleham. There is some doubt about
whether the College was ever begun. His boar badge
may be seen on the outside of the building to the left
of the east window of the south transept. His head
wearing a ducal coronet is carved on the chancel arch.

John F Beal
Vice-Chairman
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Ripon Cathedral Development Campaign
Update 2018
The Ripon Cathedral Development Campaign generated an overall
surplus for charitable distribution in 2018 of £185,843. This was a good
result and represents a sound performance and particularly gratifying
were the contributions from events, memberships and also from
charitable trusts. Thanks to the generosity of so many generous
supporters, the campaign has raised more than £4m for the cathedral
since 2001.
In 2018 the trustees made a number of distributions to the cathedral
totalling £149,000. The campaign made a further contribution of
£30,000 to support the running costs of the cathedral music.
Importantly the trustees agreed to continue their support in funding
the assistant organist post through the music custodian subscriptions.
The campaign receives welcome financial support for various projects
from a number of charitable trusts both locally and nationally.
The events programme continues to be an important contributor to
our fundraising and in 2018 the Beer Festival, Dean’s Banquet and
Christmas Fair were, in their very different ways enormously
successful both in terms of their fundraising contributions but also as
key parts of the social calendar of the city. The Spring Home, Food and
Garden Show again proved a worthy addition to the events
programme raising £9500. With the cathedral music trust the Story of
Christmas in December was once again well received by the audience,
a thoughtful and well written adaptation of the story with music and
dance, wonderful costumes, and a guest appearance of Nigel the
donkey!
Corporate partnerships and sponsorships are vital to the campaign
and we are delighted that CNG, a leading commercial energy supplier
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based in Harrogate, continued to support as a principle business
partner, together with Brewin Dolphin investment managers based
in Leeds and in 2018 LCF Law also became new principle business
partner. We are extremely grateful to all of our business partners
for their ongoing support and we look forward to working with them
again in 2019.
The Guild of St Wilfrid, Music Custodians, and Patrons memberships,
have become the backbone of the campaign, they provide regular
financial support and in return they receive invitations to special
members events, both at the cathedral, at private homes, and other
venues. We are grateful to all of our members, some of whom are
also Friends of the cathedral, for their ongoing support.
To find out more about the work of the Development Campaign, this
can be found online on the new cathedral website. The next RCDC
newsletter will be printed and mailed out in August 2019 together
with the Christmas card offer. If you would like to receive the next
RCDC newsletter please get in touch with the fundraising team.
We were all extremely saddened by the death of our chairman of
the Trustees, Dr Colin Harrison, in January 2019. Colin had led the
Campaign since 2009 and together with the RCDC team he was
instrumental in raising significant funds for the music and fabric of
Ripon Cathedral and more recently he has been involved in the
vision and strategy for providing enhanced facilities to take Ripon
Cathedral forward into the 21st Century.
Colin will be greatly missed by all the cathedral community.
Margaret Hammond
Campaign Manager,
Ripon Cathedral Development Campaign.
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Building Works
Saving the buildings one lick of paint at a time
2018 was a time of hidden work within the buildings department, although
some of you may have notice a few areas of fresh paint or new mortar
around the place. An important piece of work was done in the cathedral
when our electricians took a deep breath and did the fixed wiring testing.
This is testing all the wiring that runs in the cathedral, so they work from
each fuse board and find the other end at each plug socket or light switch. It
did take them a few days as we have 8 fuse boards. There were a few items
we needed to correct not least the lights in the choir stalls especially when
we discovered they were last rewired before I was born… They haven’t done
badly but regulations have changed a few times between then and now. One
area that hasn’t lasted as well are the lights on the forecourt which are still
causing problems, but we will get there.
You may have noticed the new piece of wood on the west doors, it is
temporary for the moment until a proper piece can be fitted. The edge finally
gave out as it catches as it is opened and closed especially when it is damp.
We have been hunting through 2018 for a suitable piece of oak to replace it
with and then the doors will be oiled. This should be happening in 2019 as a
few weeks ago the wood was found and ordered.
We were also able to finally replace a prop in the minster house stables that
had been holding up a damaged ceiling joist for the last 20 years with a
permanent solution so whilst more needs doing that building is not going
anywhere in a hurry now.
Alongside this a new boiler went into the cathedral hall so that is now better,
and the new windows now mean those store rooms can dry out, and repairs
to the churchyard wall behind St Peter’s house give us a clear way forward
for the mile of walls we have that need repair.
With the funding kindly provided by the Friends lots of things will be happening to various buildings in 2019.

Julia Barker
Director of Operations
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Annual General Meeting
Notice
The seventy-eighth Annual General Meeting of the Friends of Ripon
Cathedral will be held in Thorpe Prebend House on
Monday, 1st July 2019 at 7.00pm for the purpose of conducting the
following business.
All members are encouraged to attend.
Agenda
1. To receive apologies for absence

2. To approve and sign the minutes of the 77th AGM held on
2nd July 2018
3. To receive for adoption the Annual Report
4. Chairman’s remarks
5. To receive for adoption the Statement of Accounts for the year
ended 31st December 2018
6. Election of Officers for 2019/20:
Chairman, Vice Chairman, Honorary Secretary,
Honorary Treasurer, Honorary Membership Secretary
A nomination form is included on the page opposite
7. Election of Council Members
8. Appointment of an independent examiner of the accounts
9. Any other business

After the meeting there will be an address by the
Bishop of Kirkstall, The Rt Revd Paul Slater
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Cut
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FRIENDS OF RIPON CATHEDRAL
NOMINATION FORM FOR THE COUNCIL
For the post of ……………………………………………………………………………...
Select from the following: Chairman/Vice-chairman/Honorary Secretary/
Honorary Treasurer/Honorary Membership Secretary/Council Member.
(The above five officers are elected annually at the AGM. Council members
serve for 3 years, which does not include any year serving as an officer.)

Person nominated ………………………………………………………………………………...
Address ………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………….... Postcode ……………………………………………
Membership number (if known) ……………………………………………………………..
Nominated by (must be a member) ………………………………………………………….
Address ………………………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………….. Postcode …………………………………………………..
Signed ……………………………………………………….. Date ………………………………...
Declaration by nominee
I, ……………………………………………………………….. accept nomination to the
Council of the Friends of Ripon Cathedral
Signed ……………………………………………………….. Date ………………………………...
Completed nomination forms should be submitted at least 21 days
before the AGM to:
The Hon Secretary, Friends of Ripon Cathedral
c/o The Cathedral Office, Liberty Court House
Minster Road, Ripon, North Yorkshire, HG4 1QS
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This page is intentionally blank to enable members to
remove and use the Nomination Form
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FRIENDS OF RIPON CATHEDRAL
Minutes of AGM held on 2nd July 2018 at Thorpe Prebend House
The Chairman welcomed the Bishop and the Dean to the AGM
Present: Philip Arundel, John Beal, Jocelyn Brooks, Maurice Taylor,
Dorothy Taylor, David Clifton, Ben Smith, Diana Howard, Marigold
Crosse, Brian Crosse, Freda Bottomley, Bishop Helen-Ann, Carole
Perkins, Chris Charlton, John Dobson, Chris Ford, Sue Ford, David
Rhodes, Caroline Eason, Gloria Stokes, Barry Pyke, John Wimpress,
Malcolm Hanson, Margaret Renton, Gill Steer.
1. Apologies for absence: Ian Stalker, Toby Wallis, Glyn Stokes.
2. The minutes of the 76th AGM, held on 12th July 2017, were
approved and signed.
3. The Annual Report was adopted: proposed by D Clifton and
seconded by B Crosse.
4. Chairman’s remarks.
The Chairman asked what the future of the Friends is to be It is to
maintain and enhance the cathedral building. Also to support the
mission of the cathedral, particularly in little things. The Friends
provide a social forum and educational activities for members.
We need people to help these things to be carried out, particularly
with regard to communications.
The Chairman has been talking to the Friends of York Minster
about arranging holidays for Friends. Maybe we could join with
Wakefield and Bradford Friends for such a venture?
5. Statement of accounts:
John Wimpress reported that it had been a quiet year in which the
Friends have mainly been accumulating funds. We should be able
to give support to projects if requested. The Chairman proposed
that the statement of accounts should be adopted and the
meeting agreed. John Wimpress thanked Peter Tarren for his help
over many years.
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6. Appointment of independent examiner of the accounts:
John Wimpress had asked Peter Tarren to continue as examiner and he
has said he would be honoured. This arrangement was passed by the
meeting. John Beal thought that we should write to Peter Tarren.
7. Election of officers:
The following people were nominated as officers of the Friends:
Chairman – Philip Arundel. Proposed John Beal, seconded Gill Steer.
Vice-chairman - John Beal. Proposed Jocelyn Brooks, seconded
Maurice Taylor.
Treasurer – John Wimpress. Proposed John Beal seconded Jocelyn
Brooks.
Secretary – Gill Steer. Proposed Barry Pyke seconded Jocelyn Brooks.
Membership secretary – Jocelyn Brooks. Proposed John Beal,
seconded Philip Arundel.
All the nominations were approved by the meeting.
8. Election of Council members:
There were no new members elected. But the Council is delighted to
have Canon Barry Pyke as the Chapter representative.
9. A.O.B.
Carole Perkins complained that there is nowhere for somebody without
email to contact the Council in a hurry. The Chairman promised to
provide a phone number.
The Dean thanked the Friends for their support. He said that the
cathedral finances are improving and hopefully the cathedral budget
will soon balance. Chapter is determined to move forward and may be
asking the Friends for help.
David Clifton thanked John Beal for organising the visits for the Friends.
After the meeting closed, the Bishop spoke to the Friends about her life
before she became Bishop of Ripon and about the church in New Zealand.
The Chairman thanked the Bishop for her presentation and for answering
questions.

Gill Steer
Honorary Secretary
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Ripon Cathedral Friends
three day trip to Lincoln

MAY 2020
On days one and three we will be visiting Anglo-Saxon Churches in
company with Professor Joyce Hill.
Day two will be spent in the City of Lincoln with free time to visit
the many places of interest including a tour around the glorious
Cathedral and Evensong for those who wish to take part.
Accommodation in Lincoln and food on the journeys will be
organised and travel will be by executive coach.
Further details will be given at the AGM on 1st July 2019 and,
later, a full itinerary will be sent to Friends in the post.
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The Ripon Falls, Uganda
On the edge of Lake Victoria in Uganda is a narrow
outlet which used to be marked by a small waterfall.

John Hanning Speke

In 1862, the British explorer, John Hanning Speke
claimed the waterfall as the source of the River Nile.
Although this was disputed initially, Henry Stanley, who
in 1877 completed his exploration of Lake Tanganyika as
the source of the Nile, appeared to confirm that John
Hanning Speke’s original intuition was correct.

Founded in 1901 as a centre for the British Administration of the Eastern
Region of Uganda until independence, the nearby town of Jinja, (a place
familiar to the present Archbishop of
York, Dr John Sentamu), has now
developed a significant tourist industry
due to its position as the possible source
of the River Nile.
The small waterfall, which at Speke’s
time would have been 16 feet high and
900 feet wide has since been submerged
The remains of Ripon Falls (J Brooks)
due to the Nalubaale (Owen Falls) Dam.
Even so, it still retains the original name of the Ripon Falls conferred by
Speke in honour of the President of the Royal
Geographical Society and Under-Secretary of
State for War, George Frederick Samuel
Robinson, 2nd Earl of Ripon and Ist Marquess of
Ripon.
George Robinson was born in 1827 in 10
Downing Street where his father, Lord Goderich
served briefly as Prime Minister. George had a
glittering political career beginning as Member
George Robinson Earl of Ripon of Parliament for Hull, then Huddersfield and
latterly for the West Riding of Yorkshire, using his then title of Viscount
Goderich.
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In 1859 he succeeded to his father’s title of Earl of Ripon and later that
year to his uncle’s title of Earl de Grey becoming Earl de Grey and Ripon
until 1871 when, in recognition of his work on the Treaty of Washington
in the United States of America, he was created 1st Marquess of Ripon.
He was Lord Palmerstone’s Secretary of State for War and in 1866
became Secretary of State for India and in 1868 was made a Knight of the
Garter. He was president of the Privy Council and, in 1880, Viceroy of
India. As Viceroy he inaugurated many reforms and was well respected
by many of the people of India to the extent that, in Madras (now
Chennai) he was referred to as ‘Lord Ripon, our Father’.
Amongst the other posts he held were First Lord of the Admiralty, Lord
Privy Seal and Liberal leader of the House of Lords, the latter being a post
from which he resigned when Herbert Henry Asquith, another
Yorkshireman, became Prime Minister in 1908.
Locally he was Lord Lieutenant of North Yorkshire, Mayor of Ripon in
1895-6 and Chancellor of Leeds University from 1904 until his death.
A committed Anglican and a life-long Free Mason, he left the Order when
he converted to Catholicism in 1874.
George Robinson died in 1909 at Studley Royal
and, although a Catholic, was buried next to his
wife in St Mary's, Studley Royal. This was the
church he had built in memory of his brotherin-Law, Frederick Vyner of Newby Hall who was
taken hostage by bandits in Marathon in
Greece and was killed during a rescue attempt
by the Greek army in 1870. The money from
the ransom that had been collected was used
in the building of the church.
George Robinson was succeeded by his only
son, Frederick on whose death in 1923 the title
of Earl and Marquess of Ripon became extinct.
St Mary’s Church,
Studley Royal

Jocelyn Brooks
Membership Secretary
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THE FOUNDING OF THE RIPON CLUB , RIPON
Founded 1898.
Research by Michael Lupton & Peter Race. Members and
Archivists of The Ripon Club March 2016 and kindly submitted by
Malcolm Beer a Member of Ripon Club, Ripon since 2000.
George Robinson became the Viceroy
of India (1880 – 1824) where he made
a huge impression. Through this impact
there are still signs of the Ripon
connection; - in Chennai, Ripon Street
in Kolkata, , the clock tower in Multan,
and not least the first Ripon Club in
Mumbai (Bombay).
The latter club was founded in 1884, The Dining Room, Ripon Club, Mumbai
some 14 years before the formation of
our own club in Ripon and it continues in India to this day. It is interesting
to note that the modern Ripon Club menu in Mumbai bears the Studley
Royal coat of arms.
George Robinson established our Ripon club in the marketplace on a site
now occupied by Boots the Chemist. He became the first Club President,
hosting a ball to inaugurate additions to the building, including a reading
room and a tearoom. A first-floor balcony was constructed with two large
pillars that extended over the footpath, allowing members to see the
comings and goings across the square.
The Marquis played an active part in Ripon life, where he was mayor in
1895-6 and was a generous benefactor to the city. His many gifts to Ripon
included the town Hall, which he handed over to the people of Ripon on his
last day as mayor.
Wine was never far from the members minds. Not content with a Cellar
Master, the club had its own vines. The summer of 1907 lacked the sun to
ripen the sweet grapes The failure of the crop coincided with the poor
health of George Robinson and his ultimate death on 9th of July 1909. After
a funeral at St Wilfrid's Church, (although originally a staunch Anglican, he
became a Roman Catholic not long before he died) the Marquis was buried
in St Mary's Church, Studley Royal. He is commemorated by a fine life-size
bronze statue in the Spa Gardens, at Ripon.
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The following two articles, submitted by Maurice
Taylor (right), is extracted from The Antiquities of
Ripon and Riponshire by T S Gowland, an
unpublished manuscript held by the Yorkshire
Archaeological Society, Leeds.
T S Gowland was a solicitor who practiced in Ripon towards the
middle of the 20th century. He was a founder member and former
Council member of the of the Friends of Ripon Cathedral. He left
Ripon after his retirement, and his death was reported in the
Annual Report of 1983/4.

The 1228 trial - Archbishop of York v. Ripon Chapter
(Vol. 7; part 1; Ch. 5; page 3)
Archbishop Thurstan (1114-43) granted to the Ripon
Chapter and its land and men, the same privileges as the
Chapters of York and Beverley, but as we have seen a
dispute had arise between Archbishop Walter de Gray and
the Chapter as to the tenure of the latter's manor and,
incidentally, it seems, as to the extent of its Liberty, which
the Archbishop had joined the kings sheriff in invading.
This resulted in the trial of 1228 when Canon Geoffrey de
Lardare also gave evidence as to the sanctuary and other
privileges. He claimed that the Chapter had the right of Walter de Gray’s Tomb
sak, sok, tol tem, to hold a market at Ripon on a Wednesday, assize of bread
and ale, to have a pillory and whatever pertained to a market, their thief
wherever taken, infangthef, outfangthef, ordeal by fire or water, a gallows,
prison, coroners, appeals in all cases where appeals lay, and the deciding of
them at court by their own bailiffs, power to take the goods of felons, or
abandoned goods, wreks (sic), waif and stray, merchet, lechewyt, blodewyt,
jurisdiction of false judgment and all pleas wherever moved by the chapter or
their tenants against themselves or between themselves, for doing justice in
its court and in all processes as the kings judges did in their circuits, and full
return of all the kings writs and the execution of them by their own bailiff,
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pleas for recovery of land and unlawful distress, enquiries of felonies and
robberies, sheriffs tourn, and all that belonged to the sheriff in their bailiff's
court, and all that the said Chapter and the men of its soke and the men of St
Wilfrid wherever resident, might be free of suits of assize, county, wapentake,
riding taxes (gelds) and payments of money to the king and from toll, pontage,
passage and pavage that its liege men need not take oath but be believed on
their "Na" and "Ya" in all proceedings whatsoever concerning anything whatever,
and have recognition of pleas of assize concerning their tenements within its
soke. And that half the numerous (tales and assizes) at least are held of the
chapter and also the fair of St Wilfrid which was held annually two days before
and 2 days after St Wilfrid's day in October with all things necessary which
belonged to the said fairs.
Geoffrey de Lardare also enumerated the different properties of the Canons and
the Charters of Athelstane, Henry I, and Stephen were
produced in support of the Canon's claims. Archbishop's
sheriff denied that the chapter's property was
independent of the Manor of Ripon and the Archbishop
himself, who was present, alleged that since before the
conquest the Archbishops had been Lords of the Manor
of Ripon in right of the church of St Peter of York and
that anything the Chapter of Ripon might possess was
by the sufferance of his bailiffs.
King Athelstan(e)

The matter was then referred to a jury who found that the Chapter had all the
privileges they claimed, also incidentally their own weights and measures, and
that disputes tried before their courts were not to be decided by duel but by
compurgation. They said that an inquisition held in York in
1106 had found these liberties to belong to the Chapter
whose rights had been respected by King John during his
wars with the barons and had indeed been enjoyed by the
chapter since the reign of Athelstan: the Archbishop, they
said, had a separate liberty in his own fee. After this trial,
William de Stutteville gave a certificate of the Chapter's
exemption from suits of assize of county and wapentake.
The chapter's privileges were confirmed by Pope Innocent
III in 1216 and again by Pope John XXII in 1333.
Pope Innocent III
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The Lay Subsidy of 1297
This was a tax of one-ninth of the value of moveable goods. The goods
usually assessed in the countryside were farm animals, grain, peas and
beans, excepting seed and probably quantities stored for consumption
by the household. Hay was taxed in some places.
Household goods, farming tools, geese, chickens, butter and cheese
were normally exempt, but carts were taxed at Littlethorpe, Bishopton
and Bishop Monkton. People with taxable goods worth less than 9/were exempt.
Most religious property was taxed separately. The valuation was to be
made on or about Michaelmas day (Sept 29th) but at Sawley it was not
made until Martinmas (11th Nov). Only fragments of the subsidy rolls
have survived; there are no returns for the North Riding.
The values generally ruling are: Horse 5/-, colt 2/-, ox 4/-, cow 3/4d.,
bullock or heifer 2/-, pig 1/-, sheep 6d., goat 6d., wheat 3/- and 2/- a
quarter (8 bushels), barley 1/8d qtr, oats 1/- qtr. at Nidd, Studley and
N Stainley; 65d. at Grantley, Sawley and Bishop Thornton. Peas 1/8
qtr, hay 10d a cartload.
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Membership Subscriptions
Annual Membership Subscriptions since 20th July 2015 are –
Annual
£15.00 – Individual
£22.50 – Family (2 adults + 2 children under 18)
£22.50 – Associate (PCCs, schools etc.)
£37.50 – Business
Extended
£150.00 – Individual 10-year
£225.00 – Joint 10-year

Current Members
Could those of you who pay by Standing Order and operate
internet banking please check that the amount is correct, and
as necessary, increase it from the next due date.
To start paying by Standing Order, complete pages 35 and 36
and return to The Friends as detailed.
If you do not do internet banking please cut out the Payment
Forms on the next two pages,.
To pay by cheque, use the page numbered 35 only and return
it to The Friends.
New Members
We welcome applications for membership - use the Payment
Forms overleaf, as directed above.
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Side 1
If paying by cheque, complete this side only
TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP (ring the appropriate type):
Annual

- £15 Individual
- £22.50 Family (2 adults + under 18s)
- £22.50 Associate (PCCs, schools etc.)
- £37.50 Business

Extended - £150 Individual 10-year
- £225 Joint 10-year
Voluntary Donation - Please treat this as a single donation: £ ...........
Title & name…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Address…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Post Code…………….........

Phone ..........…………………….............

Email………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……
Delete as necessary:
 I wish to pay by Standing Order (see over)
 I enclose a cheque payable to Friends of Ripon Cathedral to the value of £
 I agree to my name being held on the Friends computer file for purposes restricted to this organization.
 GIFT AID Please treat this and subsequent payments as Gift Aid. I confirm that I
pay Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax at least equal to the tax reclaimable
Signature……………………………………………………..

Date………………………………………………………
Registered Charity Number 1062095
Please return this form, both sides completed appropriately, to :
The Treasurer, The Friends of Ripon Cathedral, c/o The Cathedral Office,
Liberty Court House, Minster Road, Ripon, North Yorkshire HG4 1QS
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Side 2
If instructing your bank to start or amend a
Standing Order, complete both sides
TO THE MANAGER:
(Name of your bank): ....................................................................................

Bank address: ...............................................................................................
..........................................

Postcode......................

FROM: (name of your account):.....................................................................
Your bank sort-code:
Your account number

.......... – ........... – ..........
.......:..................................................

PLEASE PAY: HSBC Bank plc, 34 Westgate Ripon HG4 2BL for the credit
of The Friends of Ripon Cathedral
Sort code: 40-38-23
Account number: 30359831
The sum of £.............. now, and annually hereafter until further notice in
writing.
This notice cancels any previous order in favour of The Friends of Ripon
Cathedral
Signed: .................................................................
Date: .............................................
Please return this form, both sides completed appropriately, to :
The Treasurer, The Friends of Ripon Cathedral, c/o The Cathedral Office,
Liberty Court House, Minster Road, Ripon, North Yorkshire HG4 1QS
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Summary of Friends Contributions over the years
1941-49
Donation towards the cost of the memorial to
Dean Charles Mansfield Owen
Renewal of tracery of the SW clerestory
window
New ashlars inserted in the wall of the library
Tracery of two windows in the library
renewed : buttresses and gargoyles
Choir screen cleaned of plaster wash
1000 feet of tubular scaffolding and fittings
acquired, and its erection on the SW tower
Pilasters repaired and refixed

£50 to re-writing and reframing notice board on
“The History of the Fabric”
£300 for the Sanctus bell in the new bell cote
on St Wilfrid’s tower
Repairs to priceless volumes
Cleaning of C14th alabaster reliefs
1970-79
New staging neatly storable
Cobbled and flagged forecourt to the cathedral
Flood lighting

1950-59
£1650 towards general upkeep : replacement
of wall in chapter house with arch
£100 to restoration of the organ
£75 for Cathedral music
£78 curtains, pew runners and kneelers in
choir
Renovation of kneelers in Nave
£900 to fabric; £400 to furnishings
£350 to clear western part of All Soul’s chapel
before conversion to choir vestry
Nave altar frontal. New gold carpet and
underlay for sanctuary
Long kneeling cushions for high altar
Hassocks for chapel in north choir aisle
£100 to renew altar linen

Crypt adapted as a treasury

1960-69
Hymnbooks, prayer books; moveable oak
book cases to contain them.
New oak bookcases for the library
Cleaning of library ceiling and library
restoration
£225 to organ fund
£464 for chairs for the library

Awards to boys leaving the choir

Repainting and gilding of high altar
Reforming of the chapel of St Wilfrid
Chairs for the choir and chapel of the Holy Spirit
Renovation of the C15th font
Cost of materials for a set of green vestments
and cream material for two new copes
£2500 towards cleaning the south wall
New frontal for nave altar
£2500 towards lighting and electrical
installations

-

1980-89
New lighting in the choir
Converting the NW tower into a book stall
Repairs and replacements to the choir library
New heating chamber for gas boiler behind
apse.
Entrance and transformation of the undercroft
New stone altar in All Soul’s chapel
£4000 to the organ fund
Covers for library bookcases

Automatic electric motor for clock - SW tower
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£1890 for decoration to the Library ceiling
In 1987 Miss Hilda Wilmshurst left a trust
“money to be used on the greenery in the
church yard with particular emphasis on the
planting of trees”.
Shrubbery SW corner of the churchyard
1990-2000
Three lime trees, two walnut trees, two
whitebeams, two ornamental crab trees
planted
From Wilmshurst Trust an annual contribution
to the groundsman’s salary
Brass candlesticks, shades tables for the library
Tools, new seat, a new lawn mower
Conservation of Ripon gauntlets
Restoration of C14th alabasters
£12,500 to new work at the west front
Contribution to a new public address system
Renewal of flags
Renewal of kneelers
Tapestry cushion for the stone bench
2001-2010
Flags (2001) £567
Refreshment Tables (2001) £360
Skywinder Ladder (2001) £2,468
New “Friends” display board. £350
Bell Ropes (2003) £300
Flag (2003) £109
Contribution to restoration of alabasters £489
Floor and vesting table for Chapter House
£4,419
Nave Roof restoration £13,300
Window Guards £1,710
Floor and decoration of Library £4,989
Conservation of Victorian clergy photos
£1,043Stands for millennium cushions/art
exhibitions £2,500
Handrail and restoration of Sout Steps. £5,000
Choir Robes (2006) £1,000

Towards kitchen refurbishment at Thorpe
Prebend House £500
Flower festival Stands (2007) £810
Vergers’ uniforms (2007) £405
300 Folding chairs for Cathedral £13,165
New grass mower for churchyard £171
Fire Doors (2008) £1,702
Winch (2008) £1,530
100 Folding chairs for Cathedral £4799
New Union flag & 2 St George’s Flags for the
Tower £448
Welcome Desk & Chair (2009) £3,597
2011-18
New Chairs for the Nave £59,639
Publication of Chantries book £148
Publication of Woodcarvings book £5,460
Amplification system & hearing loop £20,706
Bechstein piano, £10,000
Towards a new Aspirated Fire Detection
System, £39,500
Completion of sound system £18,610
Carillon of bells for NW tower - £4,113 (repaid)
Underwriting Glory in Glass booklet on the
Cathedral's windows £1,885
Support for upkeep of Cathedral grounds
£2,000
CCTV system - first payment £8,500
Cleaning of the organ case £4,555
CCTV system - final payment £11,500
Conservation equipment £848
Union Flag for Cathedral £137
Digital Projector for use in nave £778
Display - Cathedral Flower Show £500
2017
New clergy vestments (copes) £11,120
2018
Cathedral Tap and Donate equipment £3,000
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Friends of
Ripon Cathedral
…..here to support our Cathedral

A Study Day

How do we welcome
visitors to our Churches
and Cathedrals?
Rev Dr Dee Dyas
Dr Louise Ann Hampson
Ven. Dr Anne Dawtry
Saturday 2nd November 2019 10 am – 4.00 pm
in St John’s Chapel, Bondgate, Ripon
£25 per person
Coffee and Tea provided
Own Arrangements for lunch
(Priority booking to 1st October 2019 for members of Ripon Cathedral Friends)

BOOKING REQUIRED.
Applications to: Dr John Beal, 4 North Park Road, Leeds, LS8 1JD
with email address or sae for acknowledgement
Cheques payable to ‘The Friends of Ripon Cathedral’
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The Friends of
Ripon Cathedral

.......Here to support our Cathedral

Lectures 2019-2020

Unless otherwise stated the lectures are held on Sunday afternoons
at Thorpe Prebend House commencing at 3pm.
Admission: Friends £2.50; Guests £4.00
Date

Speaker/Event

Subject

Professor Joyce Hill

Rome in Ripon:
Imagining Wilfrid’s
Church

Revd Ruth Newton

Weddings Traditions and
Customs

Saturday
2nd November 2019
Study Day
10am-4pm
St John the Baptist
Bondgate

Revd Dr Dee Dias
Dr Louise Ann Hampson
Ven. Dr Anne Dawtry

How do we welcome
visitors to our Churches
and Cathedrals?
Further details later
Booking required

November 17th 2019

Prof Andrew Breeze

Brunaburh in 937 :
Northern England’s
Hastings

Dr Sally Guthrie

Early Christian Writings

February 16th 2020

Jeremy Carnell

‘What’s that man
doing?’
The Art of Conducting

March 15th 2020

Rabbi Jason Kleiman

Seder
Explaining the Passover
meal

2019
September 15th 2019

October 20th 2019

2020
January 19th 2020
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