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A Letter from the Dean
Dear Friends,
Let the children come to me
Even in this strangest of years, September still brings with it a sense of the
beginning of a new cycle in the annual round. Academic institutions are
certainly going to give a new start their best shot. Some children will be
returning to school after what seems like an eternity for them, and others will
be resuming or starting university courses. We pray for them all, and those who
will teach and nurture them. And we continue to have sympathy for those
young people who had a difficult time because of the confusion surrounding
exam results. Again, we pray that justice has now been done and that they are
on trace to begin an appropriate course.
As Christians, of course, we can never get away from Christ’s charge to care for our
children and young people. As the gospels make clear, Jesus lived in a society in which
cultural norms resulted in some people, including children, being judged as less
important and valuable than others. He often made it clear that those who could be all
too easily regarded as such were quite the opposite. We see this in his dealings with
women (eg John 4 – the woman at the well), foreigners (Mark 7:24ff - the
Syrophoenician woman and her daughter), and people commonly held with contempt,
such as Samaritans (Luke 10:29ff – the Good Samaritan). The encounter with the
Syrophoenician woman might suggest that Jesus was committed to Jews having priority
in the process of God’s redemption of his people (‘Let the children be fed first…’),
something that St. Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles, was later to struggle with in his
letters. But it is clear from all the accounts of Jesus teaching and healing that everyone
was regarded by him as valuable to God.
This principle certainly applies to children, as we discover from the incident reported in
Matthew 19:14. Some people were bringing their children to Jesus for a blessing. Those
closest to him attempted to stop them, perhaps they thought he was too important or
busy for that. Jesus was having none of it. ‘Let the little children come to me, and do
not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs,’ he said;
and then blessed them. As a society then, we should be concerned for our care of
children, for their nurture and education. And we should ask serious questions when
insufficient care is taken over the administration of examinations and results. Some
church leaders have chosen to comment on this. Perhaps we also need to be prepared
to say that children will flourish best when they are helped to be aware of God’s love for
them and his faithful presence with them. Isn’t negligence in this as regrettable as that
over exam results? This is why the work done with children by the church at both local
and national levels is increasingly important in a society in which it could become ever
easier for children to be denied an insight into the activity of the living God in their
lives.
This is why the work we do with children and young people in and through the
cathedral is vital. Our Sunday morning groups, several choirs covering different ages,

afterschool club, youth group, bell ringers, Breakfast Natters, singing outreach, Messy
Cathedral are ways in which we benefit from children being a part of the cathedral
community and in which we seek to reach out to those in the wider community. As the
diocesan strategy makes clear, such ministry needs to be a priority for the church. I am
grateful, therefore, to all those who will be setting up these groups at the beginning of
this new school year; and I ask us all to pray for them and to encourage them.
The return of singing
After months of no singing in our worship, it was wonderful to have a cantor back in our
10.30am Sunday Eucharist in the latter part of August; I am grateful to James
Kitchingman for being willing to provide that wonderful service for us. I am also
delighted that with the arrival of September we can also look forward to the return of
the Lay Clerks – it has been too long! While all being relieved to be back in the
cathedral for worship, and possibly enjoying the shorter services! there is no doubt that
we have missed the added dimension that singing brings. The organ made a huge
difference, of course, but the lay clerks will raise our spirits even higher.
We look forward to the time when we can also welcome back the choristers. I am
grateful for the tremendous work that was done with them through the period of
lockdown. We can all understand, however, that it has been a challenge to be meeting
virtually rather than gathering in the cathedral to sing. We pray for the music staff as
they get things back into gear after the summer. We pray also for those who are
engaged in the appointment of an interim director of music. The intention is to make
this appointment early, so allowing more time for the process by which we will appoint
a new director to take up post in September 2021.
The summer exhibitions continue
We have very much been enjoying hosting our two current exhibitions. The first is A
Wing and a Prayer, including 10,000 origami angels made by volunteers of all ages
from across the region. So far, this has raised over £140,000 for the Yorkshire Air
Ambulance and the Cathedral’s community outreach. Attracting remarkably high
numbers of visitors (all safely within the COVID-19 regime operating at the cathedral), it
has been pleasing to hear their comments. There is a general feeling that it is a fantastic
display, high in the roof space of the nave.
The second exhibition presents the developing plans for Ripon Cathedral Renewed. This
is also attracting large crowds, coming to see the model, fly through video, and plans
for the proposed development at the cathedral. This is all about providing those
essential facilities for the cathedral that everyone knows we need. I am very keen that
as many people as possible come along and give us the benefit of their thoughts and
suggestions - feedback forms are available.
Both exhibitions remain in the cathedral throughout September and, like entry at Ripon
Cathedral throughout the year, are free.
With my very best wishes, Dean John

Receiving communion at home

Whilst there is much joy that we are now able to celebrate Holy Communion within the
cathedral together as the Body of Christ, we are conscious that many of you who would
dearly love to be present with us will in prudence need to stay at home because of the
medical advice you have received.
If you are in that category, we want to be able to offer you the opportunity to receive
the sacrament at home. Subject to what the Church of England and Government rules
allow, we will aim over the coming weeks, to bring communion to anyone who asks for
it to be brought to them. If you would like us to do this for you, either contact the
office, or Canon Ailsa and we will do what we can.

Streaming services

Whilst we are happy to be able to welcome people to services once again in the
building, we will be continuing to livestream services through the week for those
unable to join us. This will include:
Sunday Eucharist at 10.30am
Thursday Evensong at 6pm
Wednesday Midday reflection.
We would love to hear your views about the streamed services and so have launched a
consultation process, available online through the front page of the cathedral's website
and social media. If you'd prefer, you could also email your thoughts to
joepriestley@riponcathedral.org.uk. We look forward to hearing from you.
Further Information
For further information on any of the events and services listed or for general
information, please contact us on:
Email: postmaster@riponcathedral.org.uk
Tel: 01765 603462 (Office) 01765 602072 (Chapter House)
Or visit our website: www.riponcathedral.org.uk.
Cathedral E newsletter
If you wish to subscribe to the weekly electronic newsletter, please email Michelle Gee
(michellegee@riponcathedral.org.uk).

Smiling the Peace
Sharing the peace during the communion service has become usual for many
worshippers. As well as shaking hands, or embracing those you know well, we often
take the chance ‘to smile’ at others. With the requirement now to wear face masks in
church buildings we are unable ‘to smile’ the peace.
Rev Geoffrey Rider, a loyal member of the cathedral community and regular attender at
worship has written the following reflection:
One of the unanticipated pleasures of ‘lock-down’ was that of meeting complete
strangers on a walk and being greeted with a smile and a ‘hello’. So it was relatively
easy, when churches finally opened for worship, to replace the handshakes, hugs and
kisses, now customary at the Peace, with smiles, albeit ‘socially-distanced’ ones.
It would be good to think that smiling had scriptural endorsement. Unfortunately, this
is not the case. Look in Cruden’s Concordance (an alphabetical listing of all the words
and names in the King James Bible) and where you would hope to find ‘smile’, there is
only ‘smite’, the complete opposite! There is, apparently, not a single smile in the
whole Bible – not even in the Gospels.
This disappointing discovery almost inevitably prompts the question: ‘Did Jesus himself
ever smile? Attempting an answer is, of course, a matter of pure speculation. It should
also be approached with caution or we might find ourselves constructing a Jesus who is
more to our liking than the Jesus of the Gospels. With this warning in mind, it is
nevertheless an interesting exercise to engage in. It is very hard to imagine that Jesus
never did smile. After all, we know that he had ordinary human emotions – think of him
weeping at the tomb of his friends Lazarus, or angrily turning over the tables of the
money-changers in the Temple. It does not seem ridiculous, therefore, to suggest that
he may well have smiled on occasions. Did he smile, for example, at the wedding at
Cana when he overheard the head steward’s remark about the ‘good wine’? Did he
smile when he spotted the tax-collector, Zaccheus, perched in the sycamore tree, or
even more likely, when at dinner Zaccheus promised that he would give half of what he
possessed to the poor? Did he smile to reassure the little child whom he plucked out of
the crowd to illustrate who was the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? These
questions are, of course, purely guesswork but that doesn’t mean that they are
pointless.
On the wall of my study, I have a large crucifix, which I bought a long time ago, on a
visit to Malawi. The figure on the cross is, of course, an African Christ, but he is not
depicted as a man dying in agony – rather, there is a serenity about him. His eyes are
closed and he has a faint smile on his lips. I like to think that this is the moment
immediately after Jesus has said: ‘It is finished.’ (i.e. ‘completed’) And I also like to
believe that when he appeared on the third day to his frightened and confused

disciples, and said: ‘Peace be unto you’, he was also wearing the same smile. Agreed,
this is another imagined scenario, but the Holy Spirit does sometimes work through the
imagination. And if this is true in this instance, it gives a new and deep meaning to
‘Smiling the Peace.’
But now, sadly, because we have to wear masks at services, we can no longer see the
smiles on the faces of our fellow worshippers. It is yet another consequence of COVID19, which William Cowper, the hymn-writer, who suffered all his life from depression,
would probably have cited as an example of God’s ‘frowning providence’. But
remember that ‘behind that frowning providence, He hides a shining face.’ One day,
the masks will be discarded and the shining, smiling faces of our brothers and sisters in
Christ will be revealed, as we share ‘the peace which passes all understanding’ once
again.

Reverend Canon Geoffrey Rider

A new Methodist minister
We look forward to welcoming the Rev Ian Pruden as he is welcomed as the new
minister for the Methodist churches in Ripon (Allhallowgate and Harrogate Road) and
the surrounding area - Bishop Monkton, Boroughbridge, Dallowgill, Grewelthorpe ,
Kirkby Malzeard and Sawley).
Ian moves with his wife Lis who, as well as being a member of the Methodist church, is
currently also on the Electoral Roll of Peterborough cathedral where she worships from
time to time.
Both Ian and Lis are looking forward to their move to Ripon and beginning a new
ministry in the City. We offer them a warm welcome and continue to pray for all our
ecumenical partners in mission in the city and beyond.

Children at the Cathedral
Children’s Church regularly takes place each Sunday during the 10.30am service and
resumed very successfully (and safely) for the 3 weeks at the end of term in July. It was
so good to see the children back! We will start again on Sunday 6th September
continuing for the time being to use the Library which allows sufficient space to enable
social distancing. All children of primary school age are welcome, as are younger
children if accompanied by a parent. Now we simply ask that you take your child up to
the Library as you arrive in the cathedral and take a seat near the front on the southside
so your child can find you easily at the end of the session.
‘Godtalk’ is for those in Year 6 and above helping young people to engage with the
readings during the sermon, and prayers. It will start a little later in the autumn
The creche at the 10.30 sung eucharist cannot run at the moment, unfortunately, as
there is no means of making the soft surfaces and toys COVID safe. So if you are
bringing babies and small children to a service it is best to come equipped with some of
your own (silent) toys.
We think we can run Messy Cathedral safely but we will only be able to have limited
numbers so we are asking parents to book a place for themselves and their children in
advance. It next meets at 4.30 on 4th October when we will be thinking about Harvest.
Plenty of fun, and story-telling, though because of the restrictions the usual sort of tea
will not be possible. All welcome. No charge but don’t forget to book places: email
victoriarichardson@riponcathedral.org.uk.
“Breakfast Natters” our opportunity for parents to chat over coffee and cake as the
children play will have to wait until the restrictions are relaxed some more and we are
able to meet as a group.
You may have picked up in the last newsletter that we were planning a family picnic at
the end of the holidays in the Dean’s Garden but unfortunately the COVID restrictions
do not permit such a large gathering to take place yet. We hope to plan something for
later in the year.

A Wing and A Prayer

Thanks to your support and donations, A Wing and A Prayer has now raised over
£140,000 towards the vital work of The Yorkshire Air Ambulance and the ministry of
Ripon Cathedral. Donations and prayer requests are still being accepted both online
and at our prayer board. The development team are pleased to announce that through
popular demand the angels will now remain available to view through to October half
term.
For a full update, look out for the Ripon Cathedral Development Trust newsletter
released mid-September.

by Jacqui Parkinson

Christmas Fair

Mark your calendars, the annual Christmas fair is returning this year and will now be
held over two festive days on the 20th and 21st November! Tickets will only be available
online on our website and in our Cathedral Gift Shop and will go on sale midSeptember. Tickets will not be sold on the door to ensure that we can control the
number of guests we have in the building.
Though Covid-19 restrictions mean that we cannot offer our Cathedral Café this year,
we will still be accepting Christmas Cake donations to sell at the fair. These must be
traditional fruit cakes that have been wrapped in cellophane and marked with the date
so that they can be quarantined.
If you would like to donate a Christmas Cake, volunteer on the day or donate a prize for
our Angel Tree, please contact Georgina Melvin
on georginamelvin@riponcathedral.org.uk.
For more information on how we are creating a safe environment at our Christmas Fair,
visit our events page on the website.

‘C3: Cathedral Community Connections

Ripon Cathedral is committed to supporting our community through partnerships with
local charities. That support includes both prayer and practical action. Please consider
how you might play your part in this ministry. For more information please contact
C3@riponcathedral.org.uk or telephone the Cathedral Office 01765 603462.
Christian Aid - Appeal for Lebanon
Christian Aid’s has launched an urgent appeal on behalf of all the people effected by
the chemical explosion in Beirut. You can donate online at
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/lebanon-crisis-appeal
If you would prefer to make a donation to the Ripon Branch of Christian Aid by cheque
or Bank transfer, email c3@riponcathedral.org.uk for more information.
Ripon City of Sanctuary - Possibility of a further Syrian family coming to Ripon
There currently are 2 Syrian families in Ripon, and RCoS has offered NYCC to help them
to resettle at least one more family here. Just this week NYCC has asked for help with
the case of a resettled Syrian refugee family, who were originally brought to North
Yorkshire but then moved to Wales to be near a sick family member who was already in
the UK. They now wish to return permanently to N.Yorks as soon as possible.
This family genuinely does represent an attractive proposition to landlords, because:
• The rent will be paid direct to the landlord by the benefits office
• This is likely to be a long-term let: no midnight flit, no giving notice after 6 months
• Refugees know they have to be on their best behaviour if they want to apply to
extend their leave to remain when their initial 5 years are up
• This is a very clean and neat family who left their 2 prior properties in excellent
condition
• They have references from prior landlords and from NYCC
• Their status here will be overseen by NYCC’s resettlement manager, and will be
supported by Ripon City of Sanctuary..
If you or anyone you know would have a suitable rentable property, please could you
ASAP contact C3 at c3@riponcathdral.org.uk
Ripon Community Link - New ways of working under COVID
Ripon Community Link was founded more than 30 years ago with the aim of improving
health and wellbeing for adults and young people with learning disabilities in the
community by teaching skills to promote independent living, and supporting transition
into employment, volunteering or achieving personal goals.
Since the COVID-19 lock-down began, RCL members no longer have access to the
service in person, but the staff team quickly adapted to a flexible new way of working
creating an exciting and accessible timetable of activities, provided daily by email and
Zoom, to ensure that the Members remain active, connected and engaged. This time of
uncertainty can be the cause of anxiety, stress and mental health concerns, therefore
RCL’s service is more important than ever in that it provides the Members with a daily
focus and a familiar routine.
The Walled Garden site was initially closed, so they began a plant and garden delivery
service, which proved to be very successful. Whilst their popular tearoom is still closed,
the Garden and the Woodland and Orchard are now open to the public. Please visit

our website for details: www.riponcommunitylink.org
If you would like to support our work, you can donate via our website
https://www.riponwalledgarden.org/Appeal/Donate
Ripon YMCA - Help needed
C3 has been partnering the YMCA in Ripon for about a year now, but, like most of our
partner charities, these Covid times have become very challenging for them. As Lucy
Gratton, the organisation's Chief Executive Officer, said: “We are often struggling to do
anything other than react to the situations at the YMCA.”
There are three areas with which she would welcome our help:
• Are there any business leaders or employers in our congregation with whom YMCA
can explore a new project?
• Are there any landlords (private housing) or letting agents in the congregation who
might explore how they could work together with the YMCA
• YMCA also have a survey for young people and parents of young people in Ripon.
Please encourage any young people you know to fill it in.
http://www.riponymca.org/news--blog/young-people-in-ripon-survey
If you could help with any of these or want more information, please contact Lucy at
Lucy@riponymca.org
Food Support in Ripon is now administered by Ripon Community House, and due to the
remarkable generosity of the local community, the bank is reasonably stocked with
most items.
The Cathedral will continue to provide collection baskets on Sundays in the Cathedral
for anyone wishing to contribute food. Your continued support is very gratefully
received! Items which are NOT needed for the time being are: pasta ; rice ; pasta
sauce ; and tinned soup. For the time being, the most useful foods would be : Tinned
fruit ; tinned/cartons of custard ; tinned vegetables (but not tomatoes or peas) ; packet
soup (cup-a-soup) ; tinned ham and corned beef.
We ask for your prayers for all of our partners
as they work to support their members during this crisis and beyond:

Ripon City of
Sanctuary

Jennyruth
Workshops

Cathedral Gift Shop

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 10-4; Sun 12-4. Tel: 01765 601347
“Ten” by Bishop John Pritchard Available in the cathedral shop,
price £9.99.
This very readable book offers food for thought for those open to
exploring the Christian faith for themselves, for those who are
sceptical, and, indeed, also for those who might like some ideas of
what to say when the topic of faith arises in conversation with
friends, family and others. Every chapter has 10 sections, none
more than about a page in length. It is easy to read and even just to dip into. Here are
some of the chapter titles: “ Ten problems people have with faith. Ten things I believe
about God. Ten things I do not believe about God . Ten reasons to believe in God.. Ten
beliefs about science and religion. Ten key beliefs about Jesus. Ten reasons why
Christianity is so long-lasting.”. Why not get a copy and see what you make of what it
says?"
“God and the pandemic” by Tom Wright. New release available in
the cathedral shop at £7.99
Superbly written, utterly Bible based. . . Do not hesitate!’

Archbishop Justin Welby

What are we supposed to think about the coronavirus crisis?
Some people think they know: ‘This is a sign of the End,’ they say.
‘It’s all predicted in the book of Revelation.’
Others disagree but are equally clear: ‘This is a call to repent. God is
judging the world and through this disease he’s telling us to
change.’ Some join in the chorus of blame and condemnation: ‘It’s
the fault of the Chinese, the government, the World Health
Organization...' Tom Wright examines these reactions to the virus
and finds them wanting. Instead, he invites you to consider a different way of seeing
and responding – a way that draws on the teachings and examples of scripture, and
above all on the way of living, thinking and praying revealed to us by Jesus.
Don’t miss out on
these fantastic face
coverings made by
Eco-Chic and now
available at £4.99
each in the shop. 12
fabric designs to
choose from all the way from pretty florals to camper vans and highland cattle! In our
‘new normal’ times, face masks have very much become the new must have accessory.
These breathable reusable face coverings are a great eco-friendly alternative to
disposable face masks. Secured with two adjustable soft elastic ear loops and have a
‘built-in’ filter pocket. Washable at 60 degrees. Outer fabric polyester, inner fabric
cotton.

