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A NOTE FROM THE DEAN 
 
Returning from Summer reading 
 

I write this note when, like many of us, I am just easing out of the quieter time of 
summer and am beginning to focus on all the good things that life has to offer at the 
cathedral and in this region over the coming months. I’m still at the stage of 
reflecting on the reading which I managed to do while away in the Lake District and 
Scotland, free from the usual routine. Prompted by the desire on the part of some of 
my fellow Ripon Together board members to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the 
publishing of Lewis Carroll’s Through the Looking Glass, I took with me Michael 
Bakewell’s biography of this Ripon-connected author.  
 

Much of Lewis Carroll’s life story is known to many in Ripon because of the association 
with the city through his father, a canon of the cathedral in the middle of the 19th 
century while also being Rector of Croft-on-Tees. The biography reveals just how 
important life at Croft Rectory was to the development of Lewis Carroll’s creative 
writing, and how both family members and local children benefited from that.  
 

I did learn about how Charles Lutwidge Dodgson (Lewis Carroll’s real name) came to 
adopt his pen name – used for a pamphlet and influenced by other authors. And I was 
reminded of the extent to which this famous writer and mathematics tutor of Christ 
Church, Oxford was a complex and often contradictory character. I hadn’t realised 
just what a keen photographer he was in the very early days of that art, and how this 
brought him into contact with some of the literary giants of the day, such as 
Tennyson, as well as with the children of colleagues and friends, not least the 
daughter of Dean Liddell, the famous Alice. The thing that will stay with me longest, I 
suspect, from reading this book, was actually about Dodgson’s sister who, after the 
death of his mother, did much to support his father. She was the person who headed 
up the fundraising campaign to finance the new glazing for Ripon Cathedral’s East 
Window. That discovery alone made reading the book worthwhile!  
 

Leaving the summer behind 
 

September brings with it the sense of a new year, not least for those involved in 
education and the cathedral choirs of England. We are certainly looking forward to 
the return of our own choir, though we have been served very well over their summer 
vacation by some wonderful visiting choirs, for which we are grateful.  
 

Finding the Letter of James as an option for the Epistle in the Sunday Eucharist at the 
end of August seems to speak of the turn from summer relaxation to the labours, or at 
least demands, of autumn. ‘Faith without works is dead’, asserts James. This led Luther 
to conclude that his was an ‘epistle of straw’; the 16th century German reformer 
would gladly have removed it from scripture. For Luther, depending on faith and 
God’s grace was the means to our salvation, not striving to perfect our efforts and 
goods works. 
 

We usually find in Christian living that we are not choosing between mutually 
exclusive extremes; things are not ‘black and white’. It is absolutely true that we can 
only ultimately be put right with God by his forgiving grace, by his faithfulness 



towards us. In Christ - his ministry, dying and rising – this faithfulness towards us is 
seen to be unconquerable. Yet it would be something of a life-spoiling tragedy if we 
didn’t respond with a sense of gratitude, determined to make the effort to live the 
sort of life that would be pleasing to God and beneficial for his world.  
 

As St. Paul wrote in his letter to the Romans, ‘What then are we to say? Should we 
continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means!’ He goes on to 
encourage his hearers and readers to present their bodies as ‘slaves to righteousness 
for sanctification’. There is an obvious call here to live a righteous life, but also an 
acknowledgement that what we do is an expression of what we believe.  
 

We often like to celebrate the fact that St. Wilfrid introduced the Benedictine rule to 
Ripon, making this the first place in these islands where we can be sure that rule was 
lived out in a community. Like the teaching of St. James and St. Paul, that too reminds 
us that what good we do - our works, efforts, and attempts at living a moral life - 
makes a positive difference to the world around us. And all these texts show that we 
are helped by seeking to further our Christian discipleship in community, encouraged 
by each other within our routine and traditions – and friendships.  
 

Restoring our own routine… 
 

There is plenty in this September and October Newsletter to help us restore our 
routine after the summer and after the long months of pandemic. There is also much 
on offer to help us enrich our faith, perhaps changing or developing our routine. 
Canon Ailsa shares details of discussion groups, and an Afternoon Tea Party! Please, 
take advantage of all these. You can see that there is much on offer for children and 
young people. This is thanks in good part to the great work of our Children and Family 
Worker, Darcy Allen, and all those volunteers who work with her. (I can hear the 
words of St. James ringing out…). And please, do take note of the new times for mid-
week daily Eucharists, not least the fact that the new Wednesday 10am Eucharist is 
followed by coffee.  
 

I’m delighted that our new Development Department is also taking shape thanks to 
the arrival of our new Director of Development, Jo Bussey, in July. Joe Priestley 
provides a report on what is happening there, sharing some of the ‘packed schedule’ 
which is coming up in the autumn for our benefit. He also mentions the fact that in 
September we are promoting legacy giving. Please, do take note of that if you think 
you could respond. And please, don’t forget the Dean’s Banquet, it’s not too late to 
book.   
 

Celebrating what God is doing in and through us… 
 

As we look forward to the autumn and the things that are in store for us, please do 
take note that we are just publishing the Ripon Cathedral Annual Review 2020 – 
2021. This covers September 2020 to August 2021 and is an attractive celebration in 
words and photographs of what God has been doing amongst and through us all in 
this wonderful cathedral. It will be posted on the website in early September and 
printed copies will then be available in services.  
 

With my very best wishes 
Dean John 



 



NEWS FROM THE CANON PASTOR 
 

‘The Way’ is the oldest known title for followers of Christ. 

Before the word ‘Christian’ was coined, the Acts of the 

Apostles tells us that Jesus’ followers were known in the 

decades following the resurrection as followers of the Way. It is 

a good title as it shows that being a follower of Jesus is a 

dynamic business, actively following him, growing in faith and 

active in service not just idly sitting about in church! 

I write this a couple of days before sixteen of us from the 

cathedral set off on a pilgrimage to walk the St Cuthbert Way 

from Melrose to Lindisfarne. A pilgrimage in this physical sense 

is a physical enactment of the journey – the pilgrimage - of life. 

The whole of life, following the Way of Jesus, is a pilgrimage whose destination is life 

with God in heaven. Walking gives us the space to consider that pilgrimage of life and 

perhaps see it differently when we return. 

Look out for some photos in the next newsletter of our exploits! However, there are 

many ways, short of donning walking boots and setting off across country, to live this 

journey of faith, following Jesus. I hope some of the ideas we are putting forward in 

The Way at Ripon Cathedral programme this autumn will enable you to carry on your 

own journey further, growing in faith and in service. 

The Way programme through the autumn will include a course on Monday evenings 

(both in person, we hope, and on Zoom) called Living in Love and Faith. A national 

programme in the Church of England, Living in Love and Faith aims to help us explore 

how people with diverse views in the church can listen to one another respectfully, 

honouring difference where necessary, particularly on issues around sexuality. You’ll 

see a separate page about this course and how to register for it. It is good material, 

challenging but rewarding, and I do hope you’ll want to join in. 

We’ll also be providing opportunities for those who engaged with the Rhythm of Life 

material in Lent to take that further and to enable others to join in as well. So watch 

out for more details for that and in posters and fliers around the cathedral. We’ll be 

re-starting the monthly meditation group as well when conditions allow us to do that 

and you’ll see elsewhere that the pattern of daily eucharists is changing to 

accommodate (we hope!) as many different timings as possible to suit people. It is 

good to take time in the week in the relative stillness of the cathedral at the eucharist 

or at morning or evening prayer. One particular change is a 10 am service on 

Wednesdays, followed by a chance to share coffee together so do think of joining in 

that too and, if you’d be willing to help make and serve the coffee from time to time, 

it would be great to know. Just get in touch with me. 



On the subject of helping and serving others, walking the Way of Jesus is not just 

about allowing our own faith to flourish and to grow but also about seeking to follow 

Jesus in service of others: to seek to love others as he loves us. You’ll see elsewhere 

the active programme that Cathedral Community Connections (C3) is running in the 

autumn and there are many opportunities to join in helping with their events. That is 

interesting and fun but it also serves others in our community. There are many 

different ways in the cathedral community of being involved in service which can be 

so rewarding as well as a practical living out of our faith. So if you’d like to explore 

what is on offer, just get in touch with me and we can have a chat sometime. 

Canon Ailsa 

 

 

THURSDAY LUNCHTIME CONCERTS 
1.00PM 

 
Thursday Concerts return on 9th September, running on most Thursdays until 18th 
November.  All concerts are currently in the Nave.  The concerts will continue to be 
free with retiring collection; the audience is asked to continue wearing masks, 
sanitising hands and to maintain social distancing.   
 
Hot drinks and packaged biscuits will be served from 12.30;   The audience is 
welcome to bring in its own (cold) sandwiches. 
 

• 9th September: Peter Wright, organ 

• 16th September: Tim Harper, piano 

• 23rd September: no concert 
• 30th September: Tim Harper, organ 

 

 

PILGRIMAGE IN THE CATHEDRAL 

16th September 7.00pm 

‘Walking with St Benedict’ led by Canon Ailsa Newby 

All welcome – no booking required 



 





FAMILY TRIP TO HESKETH FARM PARK 

On Tuesday 27th July, some of our families gathered together for a fantastic day out at 
Hesketh Farm Park. It was a wonderful opportunity for many of our families to meet 
up and spend time together after so long apart. The children got up to all sorts, 
including petting Guinea Pigs, feeding donkeys, seeing new-born piglets, having a go 
on the pedal powered tractors and go-karts and running around the adventure 
playground. The very bumpy tractor ride around the fields to see the cows was a 
highlight of the day for many, even if we did have to queue for a long time to get on! 
All in all, the day was wonderful fun and the perfect opportunity for the Cathedral’s 
families to gather together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 



 



NEWS FROM THE DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
 

The Development Department is now fully up and running, with Jo Bussey, Director of 
Development now in post. Jo joins us with a wealth of experience from her previous 
post at the Science Museums Group and 23 years of experience across a range of arts, 
heritage, and community organisations before that. The Development Department 
now incorporates marketing, communications, fundraising and income generation 
under one roof in the freshly remodelled upper floor of the beautiful Thorpe Prebend 
House. In addition to this activity, Jo will also be overseeing Ripon Cathedral 
Development Trust as a separate registered charity. 
  
Our fledgling department has already enjoyed a busy summer with in-person events 
(what a novelty!) such as a successful patrons BBQ, held on a lovely sunny evening in 
August in the garden at Thorpe Prebend, but also plenty of paperwork, including 
grants for repair to stonework and to support exciting new volunteering and 
exhibition opportunities. The Century of Wedding Dresses Exhibition has helped to 
attract increased visitor numbers (compared to 2019 – we’ll ignore 2020’s visitor 
numbers!) and has received many positive reviews, helping us to achieve TripAdvisor’s 
Traveller’s Choice Award. 
  
The marketing team have also had their most successful month on social media to 
date reaching 145,000 social media followers in August, with the re-opening of the 
crypt proving popular with 60,000 views across our social media channels. If you 
haven’t visited our website recently have a look at the changes we have made in 
August, all of which are designed to make the website easier to navigate and find the 
information you need. Let us know your thoughts on it. 
  
Coming into the Autumn, there is a packed schedule including the return of the 
illustrious Dean’s Banquet fundraiser in late September – please do see our website for 
further details and to book tickets. We are also in the process of designing our 
programme of activity for our 1350th year, which will include a range of talks, events 
and exhibitions – watch this space for more detail next month.  
  
Finally, as many of you are aware, the Cathedral is still recovering from income losses 
due to Covid. For those who can donate, please continue to do so and help support 
our long-term sustainability. In September we will be promoting legacy giving, in line 
with the national Remember a Charity will writing campaign. If you would like to find 
out more about legacy giving and the difference your gift can make, please contact 
Jo Bussey or Margaret Hammond at the Development Office on 01765 603583. 
Thank you to all those who have made legacy pledges so far, your support is 
appreciated.   
 
Joe Priestley 



CATHEDRAL GIFT SHOP 
 

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 10am-5pm; Sun 12-5pm. Tel: 01765 601347  

 

 
 
 

The new lectionaries covering Advent 2021 to the eve of Advent 2022 have arrived 
in the gift shop along with SPCK diaries that come in a range of 6 colours. 
 
 
 
 

Reflections for Daily Prayer from Church House 
Publishing is also available at £16.99 which will 
enhance your spiritual journey through the rich 
landscape of the Church’s year with this popular daily 
prayer companion. 

 
 
 
 
 
Twelve months of Sundays NT Wright offers reflections on the 
Sunday readings in the Revised Common Lectionary for Year C. 
This book brings together his widely read columns in the Church 
Times, and also contains new pieces, to cover all the Sundays and 
major festivals. Scholar-ship, history, insights into the world and 
language of the Bible are woven together to give a deeper 
understanding of the Word of the Lord. This book will be 
invaluable for anyone who wants to gather their thoughts in 
preparation for Sunday worship, or for regular Bible study 
throughout the year. RRP £9.99. 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Giving has now been made easier with our new text to give. You can donate from as 
little as £1 up to £20 direct from your mobile phone. Your donation will be added to 
your phone bill or deducted from your credit. Each text costs one standard rate 
message on top of your donation. 
 
To donate towards A Wing and A Prayer text ANGEL, to donate to Ripon Cathedral in 
lieu of the collection plate, text RIPONGIVE followed by your amount to 70450, e.g. 
ANGEL 3 to 70470 to donate £3 towards A Wing and A Prayer. 
 

If you would prefer to give online, you can still donate through our website at 
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/139#!/DonationDetails to donate to Ripon 

Cathedral and https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/12976#!/DonationDetails to donate 
to A Wing and A Prayer.

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/139#!/DonationDetails
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/12976#!/DonationDetails


C3: CATHEDRAL COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
 

Ripon Cathedral is committed to supporting our community through partnerships 
with local charities.  That support includes both prayer and practical action. 
If you want to know more about C3 and how you could be involved contact us at    
C3@riponcathedral.org.uk or telephone the Cathedral Office 01765 603462.   

 

Have you wondered  
 What is C3?  What does C3 do?   

Who belongs to C3?   Can anyone join C3? 
Come and find answers to these questions when 
members of C3 will be serving the refreshments 
following the 10:30 Eucharist on the 12th September.  
There will also be a Cake Stall in aid of Ripon City of Sanctuary’s Community 
Sponsorship Campaign.  Please do join us and find out more about more about 
C3…who we are, what we do in the Community on behalf of the Cathedral, and ways 
in which you might like to help. 

On Saturday 14 August a 7.2 magnitude earthquake struck 
Haiti at Les Cayes. On Tuesday 16 August Tropical Storm Grace 
flash floods and mudslides have caused further devastation on 
the island. Christian Aid has launched an emergency appeal so if 

you would like to donate go to:- 
Christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/haiti-earthquake-appeal. 
The Young Christian Climate Network Relay will arrive in Yorkshire on Saturday 4 
September in the Sheffield area, and it will be in York from Monday 20 September. 
Any young person who would like to lead a section or be involved can find more 
details on the yccn.uk website. 
COP26 will be meeting to discuss international policy and action on climate change 
in Glasgow from 31 October to 12 November. More information on how you can join 
in campaigns will be available in a display in the cathedral in October 
 

Our next Christian Aid "Live" event (Covid restrictions allowing) will be a Harvest 
supper on 25 September in the Cathedral. For more information, see the poster 
included in this newsletter. 

  
Ripon Community Link are holding their annual harvest celebration  
Apple Day on Saturday 9th October in The Ripon Walled Garden 
from 10am to 4pm  
We welcome the community to enjoy a family day out.  Bring your 
apple crops to be pressed, enjoy a wide variety of stalls, children’s’ 
games and entertainment.  Have a bite to eat from our BBQ grill or 

enjoy a drink, cake or ice-cream.  All funds raised on the day support the valuable 
work of our charity supporting adults and young people with learning disabilities. 
 
 

mailto:C3@riponcathedral.org.uk
http://christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/haiti-earthquake-appeal
http://yccn.uk/


Ripon Cathedral is holding a UNITY SERVICE on Saturday 18th 
September at 2pm.   This will be a relaxed service, open to 
everyone, with hymns that we all know and love, prayers and a short 

talk, followed by refreshments. It is envisaged that these services will be held at 
different points throughout the year, this first one will be on the theme of Harvest. 
Each service will focus on and showcase the valuable work and collaboration of C3 
and its partner organisations. In September it is the turn of local charity Dementia 
Forward. Dementia Forward started out with a team of 7 supporting 200 people in 
Ripon and Harrogate, and now supports over 4,000 people affected by dementia 
across North Yorkshire. Now that we are able to be back together in places of 
worship, the C3 group are looking forward to welcoming you to what will be a 
wonderful celebratory event, and a chance to catch up and enjoy one another's 
company.  

 

FOOD BANK We continue to support both Ripon Community House and the 
Salvation Army and your donations are divided according to needs.  As we 
move into the autumn months there will be many worries for the needy in 

our community. Furlough is ending and the cost of living is soaring, so your 
donations are going to be an ever more important source of help.  At the moment 
the following items are needed:  Tinned meat and fruit, prepared custard, long life 
milk, stock cubes and gravy granules, tinned vegetables (especially potatoes), 
and in non-food: Non-bio washing powder, shampoo, men’s deodorant and 
shower gel, toilet rolls.  Please leave donations in the basket inside the entrance 
to the Cathedral.  Thank you. 

 
AUTUMN LECTURES 

 

We are delighted to see the return of in-person lectures to Ripon Cathedral’s growing 
programme of live events, all of which lead up to our 1,350th anniversary in 2022. 
Many of these lectures have been rescheduled on at least two occasions so we are 
very grateful to our speakers and to the Friends of Ripon Cathedral, who have kindly 
agreed to support this autumn lecture series. Each lecture will begin at 7.30pm in the 
cathedral and is free of charge though, as ever, donations are gratefully accepted. 
 
30th September | Baroness Hale of Richmond, DBE, PC, FBA: A Richmond Lass goes 
into the Law 
7th October | Dr Emma J Wells MCIfA, FRSA, SFHEA: Oh to be a pilgrim in Britain’s 
green and pleasant land’: The Cult of Saints and Pilgrimage in the Middle Ages 
14th October | Dr Emma J Wells MCIfA, FRSA, SFHEA: Treasures Untold: The Pilgrim 
Journey at Ripon 
21st October | Dr Emma J Wells MCIfA, FRSA, SFHEA: Walking with St Wilfrid: Then and 
Now 
28th October | Dr Emma J Wells MCIfA, FRSA, SFHEA: Making ‘Sense’ of the Pilgrim 
Experience at Ripon 
4th November | Prof Joyce Hill FEA, FRSA: Rome to Jerusalem 



 







 



 

SERVICE TIMES 
 
Sundays 
8.00am Eucharist   9.30am Morning Prayer (said) 
10.30am Sung Eucharist  12.30pm Eucharist (BCP) 
3.30pm Evensong 
 
Diary for the week 
Morning Prayer:               Monday to Saturday at 8.30am 
Evening Prayer:                Monday 6.00pm;  Saturday 5.30pm 
Choral Evensong:             Tuesday to Friday 6.00pm 

 

Weekday Eucharists (from 1st Sept) 
9.00am   Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
10.00am  Wednesday including a short homily (followed by coffee) 
12 noon  Tuesday, Friday and Saturday 
 

Further Information 

For further information on any of the events and services listed or for general 
information, please contact us on: 

Email:  postmaster@riponcathedral.org.uk 

Tel:  01765 603462 (Office)  01765 602072 (Chapter House) 

Or visit our website: www.riponcathedral.org.uk. 

 

Cathedral E newsletter 

If you wish to subscribe to the weekly electronic newsletter, please email Michelle 
Gee (michellegee@riponcathedral.org.uk). 

mailto:postmaster@riponcathedral.org.uk
http://www.riponcathedral.org.uk/


 


