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Welcome to Ripon Cathedral 
Welcome to Ripon Cathedral for this act of worship. Christian worship has 
taken place on this site since St Wilfrid founded the Cathedral in 672 AD. The 
cathedral crypt is the oldest part of any English cathedral and regular prayer 
has taken place there for almost 1350 years. 
 

Built on the firm foundation of that heritage, the Cathedral today continues to 
proclaim the Christian faith, with daily prayer and active service in Jesus’ 
name. 
 

If you would like to find out more about how the cathedral community is 
seeking to grow God’s Kingdom in this 21st century, please visit our website. 
Regular updates of all that we are involved in and our worship are posted on 
our Facebook page and we tweet regularly using “@riponcathedral”. 
 

Sitting, kneeling, standing 
As human beings, we worship with our bodies as well as through our music and 
prayers. This Order of service invites you to sit, kneel or stand as appropriate. 
Please see these as merely invitations and adopt the posture you find most 
comfortable. 
 

Coronavirus 
Ripon Cathedral continues to follow the guidance issued by the national 
church, which is regularly updated to take account of the most recent 
government advice. Consequently, it has been decided to continue to 
suspend the common cup (the chalice) at the administration of holy 
communion. 

 

Following the Government’s advice, the wearing of masks is compulsory 
unless you fall into an exempt category. 

 

Large print versions of the Order of Service are 
available. Please ask those who welcomed you if 
you would like one. 
 

An induction loop system is also in operation for hearing aid users.  
 

Please switch off your mobile phone before the service begins.  
Photography and video/audio recording by members of the congregation is 
not permitted during the service. 
 
 
 
 

Common Worship:  Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is 
included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council. All hymns covered by the 
Christian Copyright Licensing have been reproduced under CCL Licence no 97098.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.blackminster.co.uk/hearing_useful.shtml&ei=fgNAVOvzDM7iaJCtgrAP&bvm=bv.77648437,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGXrO7zx7BUK1rB3zKsLN7lkoX_YA&ust=1413567717253148
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Welcome to this Service 
Welcome to Ripon Cathedral as we continue the celebration of the 12 days 
of Christmas. Today is both the second day of Christmas and the Feast of St. 
Stephen. The first martyr of the new church as recorded in Acts of the 
Apostles, Stephen was stoned to death for upholding his belief in the risen 
Jesus, and so was accorded the honour of being remembered the very first 
day after the celebration of Christ’s birth on Christmas Day.  
 

We shall sing of Wenceslas’ St. Stephen’s Day journey through the snow to 
bring aid to a poor man as we prepare for our own pilgrimage to Fountains 
Abbey. We will be walking in the footsteps of the monks of this Cathedral who 
set out in faith to found it. Wenceslas, like Stephen, suffered a martyr’s death 
and so today, in the midst of the joy of Christmas, we remember that to follow 
Jesus can be a costly calling. 
 

About this service 
The President is Very Rev’d John Dobson DL, Dean of Ripon. 
 

The Preacher is Canon Ailsa Newby, Canon Pastor. 
 

The cathedral bells are rung by the Ripon Cathedral Guild of Bellringers. 
 

The flower display is kindly provided by the Ripon Cathedral Flower Guild. 
 

Giving to support the work of the Cathedral 
Stewardship of all the gifts that God has given is a part of Christian 
discipleship. Giving is a part of that, and the support of charities and the 
church is an important part of that in terms of time, talent and money. We 
would encourage you in your stewardship, offering the following easy ways 
to support the work of the Cathedral; 

• Use the collection bags or plates 

• Use the credit / debit card terminals by the west door. 

• For bank transfers Account Name: Ripon Cathedral PCC Fund 
Sort Code: 05 07 17  Account Number: 35697311 

• use this QR Code: 
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Words of welcome are given by a member of the clergy. 
 

The Gathering 
 

The Greeting 
 

President In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 

  and of the Holy Spirit. 
All  Amen. 
 

President Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 

  and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
All  and also with you. 
 

Words of welcome and introduction to the service. 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

Deacon  As Stephen rebuked God’s people 
for not listening to the word of God, 
let us confess our stubbornness and sin  
which resist the Holy Spirit. 

 

President   You call us to listen to your voice 
   Lord, have mercy. 
All   Lord, have mercy. 
 

President   You command us to flee from idolatry. 
   Christ, have mercy. 
All   Christ, have mercy. 
 

President   You ask us to forgive our persecutors. 

   Lord, have mercy. 
All   Lord, have mercy. 
 

The Absolution 
 

President  The almighty and merciful Lord  
grant you pardon and forgiveness of all your sins,  
time for amendment of life, 
and the grace and strength of the Holy Spirit. 

All  Amen. 
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The Collect 

President  Let us pray. 

 Gracious Father, 
 who gave the first martyr Stephen 
 grace to pray for those who took up stones against him: 
 Grant that in all our sufferings for the truth 
 we may learn to love even our enemies 
 and to seek forgiveness for those who desire our hurt, 
 looking up to heaven to him who was crucified for us, 
 Jesus Christ, our mediator and advocate, 
 who is alive and reigns with you, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 One God, now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 
 

Please sit. 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

New Testament reading 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

Stephen said to the high priest and the council: ‘You stiff-necked people, 
uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are for ever opposing the Holy Spirit, 
just as your ancestors used to do.  Which of the prophets did your ancestors 
not persecute? They killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous 
One, and now you have become his betrayers and murderers.  You are the 
ones that received the law as ordained by angels, and yet you have not kept 
it.’   When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their 
teeth at Stephen.  Stephen, filled with the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and 
saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. ‘Look,’ he 
said, ‘I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right 
hand of God!’  But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed 
together against him.  Then they dragged him out of the city and began to 
stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man 
named  Saul.  While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.’  Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, 
do not hold this sin against them.’  When he had said this, he died. 

Acts 7. 51-60 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn 
 

The holly and the ivy 
when they are both full grown; 
of all the trees that are in the wood 
the holly bears the crown. 

The rising of the sun 
and the running of the deer, 
the playing of the merry organ, 
sweet singing in the choir. 

 

The holly bears a blossom 
as white as the lily flower; 
and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
to be our sweet Saviour. 

 The rising of the sun… 
 

The holly bears a berry 
as red as any blood; 
and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
to do poor sinners good. 

The rising of the sun… 
Words: Traditional 

Music: THE HOLLY AND THE IVY English folk Carol 
 

The Gospel 
 

Please remain standing and turn to face the Deacon reading the Gospel. 
 

Deacon   Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to 
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find 
it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? 
Or what will they give in return for their life? 

Matthew 16:24-26 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The organist improvises as the Gospel party returns. 
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Homily 
 

Please sit at the invitation of the preacher. 
 

After the sermon, please remain seated for the intercessions. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

President   Full of the Holy Spirit, let us approach the throne of grace, 
and bring our prayers to Jesus the Lord. 

 
This response is used after each petition: 
 

Intercessor Jesus, Saviour 
All  hear our prayer. 
 

And at the end: 
 

Intercessor Lord, receive our prayers 
and perfect them by your heavenly intercession, 
to the glory of the Father. 

All  Amen. 
 

Please stand. 
 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
 

President  Jesus said, In the world you face persecution. 
  But take courage I have conquered the world. 

John 16.33 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All  and also with you. 
 

Deacon  Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

We exchange warm greetings with those nearest us. 
 

Preparation of the Altar 
 

The table is prepared, the bread and wine are placed upon it. 
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Offertory Hymn 
 

All  Good King Wenceslas looked out 
On the Feast of Stephen, 
When the snow lay round about, 
Deep, and crisp, and even: 
Brightly shone the moon that night, 
Though the frost was cruel, 
When a poor man came in sight, 
Gath’ring winter fuel. 

 

Lower  ‘Hither, page, and stand by me, 
Voices  If thou know’st it, telling, 

Yonder peasant, who is he? 
Where and what his dwelling?’ 

 

Higher  ‘Sire, he lives a good league hence, 
Voices  Underneath the mountain, 

Right against the forest fence, 
By Saint Agnes’ fountain.’ 

 

Lower  ‘Bring me flesh and bring me wine, 
Voices  Bring me pine-logs hither: 

Thou and I will see him dine, 
When we bear them thither.’ 

 

All  Page and monarch, forth they went, 
Forth they went together; 
Through the rude wind’s wild lament 
And the bitter weather. 

 

Higher  ‘Sire, the night is darker now, 
Voices  And the wind blows stronger; 
  Fails my heart, I know not how, 
  I can go no longer.’ 
 

Lower  ‘Mark my footsteps, good my page; 
Voices  Tread thou in them boldly: 
  Thou shalt find the winter’s rage 
  Freeze thy blood less coldly.’ 
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All  In his master’s steps he trod, 
where the snow lay dinted; 
heat was in the very sod 
which the saint had printed. 
Therefore, Christians all, be sure, 
wealth or rank possessing, 
ye who now will bless the poor, 
shall yourselves find blessing. 

Words: J. M. Neale (1818-1866) 
Music: TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM Piae Cantiones (1582) arr. Reginald Jacques (1894-1969)  

 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

President Look upon us in mercy not in judgement; 
draw us from hatred to love; 
make the frailty of our praise 
a dwelling place for your glory. 

All  Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

President  The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you. 
 

President  Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

President  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

President All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty creator, ever-living God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
For love of us fallen sinners 
he most wonderfully and humbly chose to be made human, 
and to take our nature upon him, 
so that we might be born again by your Spirit 
and restored in your image. 
The love that brought him down to earth 
lifted your martyr Stephen from earth to heaven. 
By that love he spoke your word with wisdom and the Spirit; 
by that love he saw your glory and Jesus at your right hand; 
by that love he overcame the anger of his accusers 
and forgave their cruelty; 
by that love he committed his spirit into your hands 
and won the crown of righteousness. 
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Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 

 

All  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

President  Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 In the same way, after supper he took the cup  
and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

Deacon  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 
All  Christ has died: 
  Christ is risen: 
  Christ will come again. 
 

President  And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once 

    for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

 

  As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
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 Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
   St Peter, St Stephen, St Wilfrid, and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 

All  Amen. 
 

Please sit. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

President  As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 
The President breaks the consecrated bread. 

 

President  We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 

All   Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
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Giving of Communion 
 

President  God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 
All   Jesus Christ is holy, 
  Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
 

We welcome communicants of all denominations to receive holy communion. 
If you are not a communicant and would like to receive God’s blessing, please 
come with this service sheet in your hand. Please move as directed. If you 
require a gluten-free wafer, please indicate this to the minister. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

President  Merciful Lord, we thank you for the signs of your mercy 
 revealed in birth and death: 
 Save us by the coming of your Son, 
 and give us joy in honouring your servant, Stephen, 
 first martyr of the new Israel;  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
 

The Blessing 
 

Please stand 
 

President God give you grace to be faithful witnesses, 
to see heaven opened 
and the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All  Amen. 
 

Deacon   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All   In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Organ Voluntary 
 

God rest ye merry, gentlemen (from Six Interludes on Christmas carols) 
 

William Lloyd Webber (1914-82) 


