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A Letter from the Dean at the resumption of public worship                       
July 2020 
 
Dear friend 
 
Life goes on with COVID-19  
Saturday 4th July is being seen by many as the end of lockdown. Perhaps it is, but it 
will not be the end of our dealing with the reality of COVID-19, or even the beginning 
for the end. To draw on the famous words of Churchill, perhaps it is the end of the 
beginning.  
 
It seems a long time since I wrote to the cathedral community just before 
lockdown, as we began to close the cathedral down from public worship to private 
prayer only, and then further to total closure. This has been an historic experience for 
individuals, families and communities – including the Church. What 
is increasingly obvious, with each successive stage, is that we will have to get used to 
living with the reality of the coronavirus for the foreseeable future; the re-introduction 
of lockdown in Leicester makes this clear. And yet we cannot all remain in lockdown 
for ever, or even until the global community is vaccinated. So, we are all challenged 
to work out how to get active again in a safe way. This is what we are doing at Ripon 
Cathedral from 4th July with the resumption of public worship.  
 
The cathedral’s mission over recent months 
Before coming to the details of worship, I would like to say how grateful I am to those 
staff, clergy and volunteers who have enabled the cathedral to sustain and even 
develop its mission over recent months. Many have benefited from streamed worship 
and talks; Zoom coffee mornings and discussion groups; mailings of material to 
support them in their prayers and reflections; pastoral care and practical support. 
Choristers have been kept busy and enthused through daily virtual sessions; an 
inordinate amount of work has been done to advance our Ripon Cathedral Renewed 
Project; preparations have continued for our celebration of our Year of Wilfrid in 2022 
(1350 years after his consecration of the crypt and his first church here); the A Wing 
and a Prayer project has been started from scratch (see below) which will see 
an art installation comprising 11,000 angels in the nave from the 1st August until the 
end of September; we have engaged with partners in the area and region, and 
‘the stops have been pulled out’ to enable the cathedral to be open from June 15th 
for private prayer and now to resume pubic worship. From all of this, I hope you can 
see the mission of the church has been alive and active at Ripon Cathedral.  
 
Cathedral finances 
I am grateful to those who have enabled this mission and ministry by supporting us 
financially; the loss of income resulting from a closed cathedral makes this more 
important than ever. We launched a stewardship campaign at the beginning of 
Lent and I am grateful to all who responded to that. It is hardly surprising, though, 
that some were taken up by other priorities as lockdown came. Consequently, we 



have extended the period of the campaign to the end of August and I have just 
written to all those who have not yet responded with a gentle reminder. I am also 
grateful for the people from near and far who have used the facility on the website to 
make donations – some extremely generous.  
 
Thanks to the generosity of the congregation and established supporters, donors 
across the region and the government’s furlough scheme, a possible deficit for the 
year of £250,000 is now looking as though it might be about £50,000. Having 
eliminated a decades-old structural deficit in 2017, I would very much like to see this 
year’s predicted loss eliminated by the end of the year, if at all possible. The 
important message here, however, is to thank all of you who in any way are enabling 
the mission of the cathedral through your financial support.  
 
A Wing and a Prayer and new patrons groups  
You may have seen, too, the fundraising campaign being run by Ripon Cathedral 
Development Trust (RCDT), connected with ‘A Wing and a Prayer’. This aims to fill the 
cathedral with origami angels as prayers for all who have kept the people of this 
country safe through the COVID-19 crisis and is run in partnership with Yorkshire Air 
Ambulance. That project has already raised over £130,000 - to be shared with 
Yorkshire Air Ambulance, an already amazing result. I’m deeply grateful to everyone 
making angels in their homes and working on the project which will create a 
splendidly positive focus for the summer holiday months in the cathedral. 
RCDT has also just launched our new patrons groups – six of them, named after saints 
having associations with the cathedral. Hild, Chad, Cuthbert and Etheldreda can be 
found on our remarkable pulpit, and Wilfrid and Peter are, of course, our two patron 
saints. These patrons groups enable people to offer annual gifts from £200 upwards 
(by monthly instalments) up to a one-off gift of £12,000. Again, these are all ways in 
which people are making possible the mission and ministry that we offer. Do, please, 
contact the RCDT team if you would like to know more about these (01765 603583; 
margarethammond@riponcathedral.org.uk). 
 
God’s faithful activity and being the Church 
The continued life of the Church, which has also been seen in parishes as well as 
cathedrals across the country, reminds us of the way in which God’s Holy Spirit works 
amongst us. It shows that God is always with us, calling us forward – through all the 
ups and downs of life. Easter this year seemed more powerful than ever as we 
celebrated it while being distanced from each other and with the cathedral’s Easter 
Eucharist streamed from the hall of Minster House. It was a source of strength and 
encouragement for us to be reminded that our faith is founded on the willingness of 
our God to suffer for us, as seen on the cross, and his ability to overcome all that 
would diminish and threaten life, as revealed triumphantly in the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. Everything that we say and do as the Church, Christ’s body on 
earth, stems from this.  
 
But we can’t get away from the central fact that the very word ‘church’ means that 
we are the gathered community of Christ. Coming together in worship, feeding on 
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the scriptures and sacraments, and thus being equipped to go out into the world in 
service is simply what it is to be the Church.  It is natural then that we should all be 
keen to be gathered again in our ancient cathedral for worship. Having said that, I 
understand perfectly that for some of us, the need to be cautious remains – and that 
may require staying at home as much as possible.  
 

The safe resumption of public worship 
For everyone who is able to return to the cathedral for worship – or join us for the first 
time - there is the need to be kept as safe as possible. We have gone to great lengths 
to ensure that this is the case. There are clear ways to walk in, around and out of the 
building – using the west doors, hand sanitizer is available on entry and exit, seating 
has been arranged to ensure that we remain socially distanced at 2m spacings while 
being able to sit with members of our households, and cleaning is taking place 
throughout days when the cathedral is open.  So, I do want people to be reassured 
that the cathedral has been made as safe as possible.  
 

The first act of public worship will be on Saturday, 4th July at 7.30pm – all are 
welcome. Bishop Nick will lead a short service, beginning on the forecourt with the 
lighting of the paschal candle. We thought this symbol would be powerful as we 
gather again on the eve of Sunday – the day of resurrection. From Sunday 5th July, all 
services will take place at the usual time – except for Thursday mornings. For the next 
three months, we are going to trial a new time for one mid-week Eucharist. This will 
be held at 10.00am instead of 9.00 am on Thursdays, until the end of September, 
when we will review how it has gone.  
 
We look forward to seeing you 
We do hope that we will see you at the cathedral before long, and especially this 
weekend when we have national press photographers with us - at 7.30pm on 
Saturday and 10.30am on Sunday. These two services thereby become great 
opportunities to show that it is not only the opening of pubs and shops that people 
are excited about; simply by being there we will be bearing witness. (It might just be 
worth mentioning in passing that the public toilets are open). For those who can’t be 
with us, both these services will be live streamed through YouTube, available through 
the cathedral website.  
 

We also continue to provide prayer material for people who need to remain cautious 
and stay at home. And each week, we will now stream: Sunday’s 10.30am Eucharist; 
Thursday evensong at 6pm and Wednesday’s reflection. Again, these are all accessed 
via the front page of the website at www.riponcathedral.org.uk 
 

If you have any questions about anything that I have touched on in this letter, not 
least our arrangements for public worship, do not hesitate to be in touch with us, 
either through the cathedral office (01765 603462; 
judithbustard@ripoincathedral.org.uk) or by contacting any of the residentiary canons 
or me.   
 
With my very best wishes, Dean John 
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’A Wing and a Prayer’ 

‘A Wing and a Prayer’ aims to create an installation of angels that fills the nave with 
prayers for those who have lost their lives to the coronavirus and those in the NHS and 
other front line services who are risking their own lives for the sake of others. The 
display will reflect how people from our community have come together during these 
uncertain times to support one another. 
 

Our goal is to fill Ripon Cathedral with angels and prayers that offer a spectacular 
attraction for our community and tourists to visit and reflect upon. 
 

Since the launch of ‘A Wing and A Prayer’ in early May, Yorkshire Air Ambulance and 
Ripon Cathedral Development Trust have received generous and continuing support 
and donations towards the vital work of the air ambulance and the ministry of the 
cathedral - for the benefit of people and communities across the region; in just under 
four weeks ‘A Wing and a Prayer’ has raised over £130,000.   
 

The money raised will be used to offset the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic has 
had on fundraising events and visitor donations – sources of income on which the 
cathedral and the Yorkshire Air Ambulance rely.  
 

From August 1st visitors and donors will have the opportunity to come and see the 
display – reflecting how people from our community have come together during 
these uncertain times to support one another. 
 
 

Chorister Farewell 
 
At the end of the Choir year, we would usually be saying ‘farewell’ and ‘thank you’ to 
our Year 8 choristers. This year, we have had to thanmk them for their years of service 
during the Friday’s Choir Association Zoom event. We would have loved to make a 
much bigger occasion for Jamie, Theo, Yi, Ned, Riley, Maisie and  George but sadly we 
couldn’t this year. 
 
However, in the music department, we are very keen to emphasise that this was not 
necessarily goodbye.  The intention is to thank them properly as part of a cathedral 
service when we are able to do so. Until then, all choristers were assured that would 
be most welcome to continue to participate in the Choir’s online activities if they 
wished. 
 
We also took the opportunity to thank the parents, for their continued support and 
dedication over the years. The cathedral is immensely grateful to all who support the 
music department and its work. 
 
Grace and Peace 
Canon Michael 
 
 





Reflections on ‘Black Lives Matter’ 
 
The death of George Floyd at the hands of the police in the US has gripped the world, 
prompting the protests that has been reported in the media. The slogan ‘Black Lives 
Matter’ has echoed through many communities. 
 

This has brought a particular resonance for me and my family. Tomiwa (Tom) came to 
Ripon at the start of lockdown to stay with us in St Wilfrid’s House. He is a student in 
Lincoln, born in Nigeria moving to the north-west of England at the age of 4. He has 
been able to share with us his experiences of growing up as a Nigerian living in 
England.   Tom has written this poem in response to recent events.  

Canon Michael 
 

I Don’t Hate the White Man – by Tomiwa Akintokun 
 

I don’t hate the White Man;  
for what the White Man said to me  
was based on the ignorance passed on to him. 
 

I am black, I am African and for that I am proud.  
Although life gets hard, I still don’t hate the White Man. 
 

I don’t hate the White Man  
even though the White Man’s system hates on me. 
 

I don’t hate the White Man, I just hate the way he thinks of me. 
I am not weak, I am not dumb. 
I am smart because my ancestors made me. 
The White Man tried to defeat them but here I stand. 
 

Now is my chance to say: I don’t hate the White Man.  
I hate the pain, 
I hate the anger, 
I hate the tears that pour down my face  
caused by my broken heart when I see another black man in chains:  
the chains that my ancestors were supposedly freed from, 
the chains that the White Man cannot see, 
the chains that hold us back, 
the chains that drag us down, 
the chains that tell us “you’re useless you’re not one of our own”. 
 

I don’t hate the White Man, I just hate... … 
I just hate what the White Man has done to me.  
 

Black Lives Matter 
 Tomiwa Akintokun – 2020 



Book Reviews 
 
'There is no Planet B - A handbook for the make or break years, by Mike Berners-Lee 
publ Cambridge University Press, 2019 
 

I found this book by Mike Berners-Lee brother of Tim the founder of the world-wide 
web, a fascinating read. When the issues that face humankind are so immense, 
feeding the world, climate change, biodiversity, antibiotics, plastics and so on, we 
often find ourselves paralysed. Which is the more pressing, what are the knock on 
effects of our actions and what should we do first? 
 

Mike Berners -Lee has done the research, crunched the numbers and plotted a course 
of action that is practical and even enjoyable. I remember a Christian Aid campaign a 
number of years ago that emphasised the fact that my supermarket till receipts were 
just as effective as my vote in an election. Each item I bought was the result of a 
conscious decision to choose 'this' rather than 'that' and a little exploration of the 
supply chain that brings runner beans from Kenya or tomatoes from Spain helped me 
to make choices about what to buy so that I am intentional about my purchasing 
habits. 
 

The joy of this book comes in that it is not prescriptive. There is no 'you must become 
vegetarian or vegan to save the planet narrative, just a well thought-through analysis 
of the results of many decisions that we can be made. 
 

I hope you enjoy this book as much as I did. 
Canon Michael 

Where is God in a Coronavirus World? By John C Lennox. The Good Book Company, 

2020. £2.54 on-line from the publishers. 

This book, written by an evangelical Christian who is an emeritus professor of 

mathematics at Oxford University, sets out exactly to answer the question it poses on 

the cover. And all in around 60 pages! I wouldn’t say I agree with all of it: but how 

you reconcile the idea of a loving God with natural disaster like COVID has no easy 

answers. It is, however, is a masterful summary of the main aspects surveyed with all 

the brevity and intellectual clarity that you’d expect from a professor of mathematics.  

There are some fascinating quotes and facts from across the Christian and atheist 

traditions. Did you know that Martin Luther felt it his duty to stay and minister when 

the bubonic plague hit Wittenberg even though that decision cost his own daughter 

her life?   Or that, in St Cyprian’s time, the explosive growth of Christianity during the 

plague was attributed to the social and pastoral care that Christians showed, going 

out to help people without fear for their own lives? Worth a read. I’ve a copy to lend 

Canon Ailsa 



  



Choristers Zooming around 
 
We have all faced challenges over recent weeks as our lockdown was gradually 
imposed and then lifted again. At each stage, each cathedral department has spent 
time working out the best way forward. The music department was no different and 
arguably faced one of the largest challenges over the last three months. 
 

With lay clerks and chorister supervisor staff on furlough the challenge of ensuring 
that choristers remained engaged with the cathedral and that their musical education 
was maintained was immense It rested on the shoulders of the staff not on furlough. 
 

A Chorister club website was established quickly with the choristers and probationers 
being able to log on and do their ‘cards’ so that their musical education was 
consolidated and developed as well as engage in other fun activities including 
quizzes. 
 

‘Virtual tea and fruit’ mirroring the gathering of children in the cathedral before 
rehearsals was also established by zoom. Each evening the choristers and 
probationers were able to gather from home and chat, do quizzes and sing. 
Ensuring that safeguarding guidelines issued by the church’s national safeguarding 
team were adhered to at all times, children seemed to be having great fun. A 
particular favourite zoom activity seemed to be the scavenger hunts, as the children 
zoomed around the house trying to find, ‘a paperclip, a book, something blue and so 
on. 
 

Thank you the music dept who were involved in this activity, I am sure that it will bear 
fruit in the future when once again we are able to meet together and sing. 
 
Streaming worship 
I am sure that over the last three months, many of you have been able to engage with 
the worship that has been streamed from the cathedral. Daily Evening Prayer were 
established as soon as we were able with Evensong on a Thursday. Weekly reflections 
and Sunday eucharists were also streamed.  
 

Thanks go to all those who contributed to the worship in any way which included: 
- Members of the Music dept on the organ, and members of the congregation; 

lay clerks voluntarily singing responses psalms and canticles; 
- All who have contributed in anyway to archive recordings that saw the light of  

day again; 
- Members of the congregation doing readings and leading intercessions; 
- Fellow clergy, responding, sometimes at very short notice to new and changing  

demands; 
- And of course, those who put their technical knowledge and skills  

to good use in enabling streaming of worship to take place (and loaning the 
cathedral the equipment that enabled such good results to be achieved. 

 
Thank you one and all 
Canon Michael 





From the Canon Pastor 
One of the fascinating aspects of church life during the COVID-19 pandemic has been 
the vast numbers of people looking at on-line prayer and worship. Here, as elsewhere, 
the numbers watching our streamed services are way in excess of actual numbers 
attending services in normal times. All the denominations are struggling to 
understand this and to interpret this data.  
 

Are they people just randomly surfing the net who watch for a minute or so and then 
move onto the next thing? Are they people who would feel it challenging to walk into 
a church, embarrassed not to quite know what to do and when? Might some of them 
be people who have in the past been church members but who have dropped out for 
whatever reason? Are there some who have never really thought about where God 
fits in to issues of life and death who have, because of this pandemic, started to 
explore what they might believe? 
 

We simply do not know and we will never know completely. However, we are trying 
to find out who some of them are and we are developing ways of encouraging those 
who participate in on-line services to make contact with us if they want. I’ll be 
offering an on-line 6 session course to people who are interested in exploring the 
basic Christian beliefs. You’ll see a two-sided flyer for this course at the end of the 
newsletter. If you know of someone who has started logging on to participate in our 
services could you pass this flyer on to them? 
 

We do not know how things will go with the easing of the lockdown and the safety 
measures that are necessary are still work in progress. You’ll see in the newsletter a 
new plan for the regular Thursday eucharist, moving it from 9 am to 10 am. We 
thought this slightly later time might encourage more people to attend and we plan, 
over time, as the flyer suggests, that this service will be followed by a regular chance 
to chat over coffee. We were planning to start with take-away coffees (as our kitchen 
is inadequate in these circumstances), but the Government guidance says we should 
neither make nor serve refreshments. So, to begin with, if you’d like to have a socially- 
distanced catch-up with people either bring your own drink in a flask or pop into 
Cathedral Café opposite the cathedral on your way in and order a drink which you 
can pick up at the end of the service. Weather permitting we’ll we will probably chat 
outside. 
 

On the subject of coffee, thank you to those people who have been logging on for 
the Zoom after-service coffee sessions. We’ve had some good fun! Obviously, when 
the cathedral is open for worship, I can no longer host these as I’ll be in the cathedral. 
However, some of the Sunday group are keen to continue meeting in this virtual way 
so, for the month of July, we’ll trial a Wednesday morning, 11 am Zoom coffee 
morning. The dates will be: 
 

Wednesday 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th July time 11am-12 noon. Join for the hour or for a 
few minutes, whatever you can do, with or without a cup of coffee, as you like. 
Details of how to join will be on the website, on the Facebook page and in the weekly 
e-news or, if you’re reading this newsletter electronically, you can follow this link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84496406292 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84496406292


There is much that is uncertain and all plans are therefore provisional at the moment 
but you’ll see we’ve moved the St Cuthbert Way pilgrimage (which should have been 
in the last week of May this year) to late August next year. If you’re interested in 
knowing more, do have word. You can find out a lot about it on the Cuthbert Way 
website and you need to know that it isn’t compulsory to walk every last mile! Some 
of us will only be walking parts of the way. The group is planning a walk this summer 
on Saturday 25th July, if we can do so within the safety rules, and if you’d like to have 
information about that just get in touch with me. 
 

Finally, Children’s Church and other activities for children that are planned for the 
autumn are listed too. Again, this is provisional at this stage. Jean Denney has done a 
wonderful job on a virtual Children’s Church by YouTube and we’re hugely grateful to 
her. Have a look at one if you haven’t watched: they are all on the website. Youll see 
are planning to have a picnic celebration in the Dean’s Garden late in the summer 
holidays, but that will depend on what is safe to do. Please just save the date for now 
and we’ll hope we’re able to give the children a fun treat. 
Canon Ailsa 
 

 ‘C3: Cathedral Community Connections 

Ripon Cathedral is committed to supporting our community through partnerships 
with local charities.  That support includes both prayer and practical action. Please 
consider how you might play your part in this ministry. For more information please 
contact C3@riponcathedral.org.uk or telephone the Cathedral Office 01765 
603462.  

 

HARCVS (Harrogate and Ripon Council for Voluntary Services) has 
recently reformed as HADCA (Harrogate and District Community 

Action). Their aim is still to support voluntary services throughout the 
district, and in particular to help to sustain the community spirit that has been so 
evident in the Covid-19 crisis.    HADCA publishes an online searchable directory of 
community information about the wide range of help provided in the community. If 
you know of anyone who needs any kind of help, this is a good place to look.  Many 
organisations have had to alter the kind of support they can give during the lock-
down, but they still offer email, telephone and online support and activities.  
Go to: https://hadca.org.uk/wheretoturn 
TIP: If you use the word coronavirus in your key word search your results will show 
services which are new or have been updated during the Covid-19 outbreak.  

 
Jennyruth responds to Coronavirus Closure    The Coronavirus 
threatened the very existence of Jennyruth Workshops and many other 
similar charities around North Yorkshire. In a very short space of time the 

staff devised systems that enabled the work of the charity to continue, albeit 
remotely, while still meeting the needs of the workers.  Staff continue to come into 
the workshops on a rota basis, and the workers collect  materials from outside the 
building to work on at home.  They then return their work to the workshop.  If you 
visit their Facebook page you can see lots of photos of the workers proudly displaying 
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their finished products. A very carefully structured weekly timetable ensures that the 
workers are provided with a variety of opportunities, mirroring what would normally 
be on offer at the workshops, as much as possible, as well as offering new activities. 
Members are also supported with  a variety of other online activities such as Reading 
Time, Competition Time, quizzes, Well Being and  Zoom sessions . 

Ways in which you can support Jennyruth Workshops  

- There is a new online shop enables customers to order products, both from stock 
and bespoke items. https://www.jennyruth.co.uk/shop 

- The workshop is running a fundraiser  called ‘Rainbow Miles’  and you can find 
out how to sponsor them so to https://www.gofundme.com/f/the-rainbow-
miles 

Salvation Army Food Bank 
Now that the Cathedral is open again for private prayer, we are able to 
resume our support for the Food Bank. When you pay a visit to the 

Cathedral, we invite you to bring donations and place them in the basket 
provided.  At the moment, the following items are much needed:  Tinned carrots and 
potatoes, tinned fruit, rice pudding and custard. Jam, Marmalade, and Peanut Butter 
plus small bags of sugar.  Shampoo, washing machine powder/capsules (small) and 
small bottles of washing-up liquid.  Thank you 
 
We ask for your prayers for all of our partners as they work to support their members 
during this crisis and beyond: 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Charity Sponsored Walk.    
On Friday September 4th 2020 Graham and Janet Jelley will be walking a minimum of 
6 miles(Killinghall,Ripley, Hampsthaite,Killinghall) in aid of Ripon Cathedral and 
Harrogate District Food Bank.The proceeds will be jointly shared. 
 

We should be most grateful for any donations.Please send cheques to Mr. And Mrs. 
G.Jelley. Our address is: Southlands, Grainbeck Lane, Killinghall, Harrogate, HG3 
2AA.This is because we are unable to open a Charity Account owing to the continued 
Pandemic.  Thanking you in anticipation- Graham and Janet Jelley Tel: 01423 
565743) 

Jennyruth 

Workshops 

 

Ripon City of 

Sanctuary 

https://www.jennyruth.co.uk/shop


Receiving communion at home 
Whilst there is much joy that we are now able to celebrate Holy Communion within 
the cathedral together as the Body of Christ, we are conscious that many of you who 
would dearly love to be present with us will in prudence need to stay at home 
because of the medical advice you have received. 
 
If you are in that category, we want to be able to offer you the opportunity to receive 
the sacrament at home. Subject to what the Church of England and Government rules 
allow, we will aim over the coming weeks, to bring communion to any who ask for it 
to be brought to them. There may be considerable numbers, so we will need to ask 
for patience, but if you would like us to do this for you, either contact the office, or 
Canon Ailsa and we will do what we can. 
 

Streaming services  
Whilst we are happy to be able to welcome people to services once again in the 
building, we will be continuing to livestream services through the week for those 
unable to join us. This will include: 
 

Sunday Eucharist at 10.30am 
Thursday Evensong at 6pm 
Wednesday Midday reflection.  
 

We would love to hear your views about the streamed services and so have launched 
a consultation process, available online through the front page of the cathedral's 
website and social media. If you'd prefer, you could also email your thoughts to 
joepriestley@riponcathedral.org.uk. We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

Further Information 

For further information on any of the events and services listed or for general 
information, please contact us on: 

Email:  postmaster@riponcathedral.org.uk 

Tel:  01765 603462 (Office)  01765 602072 (Chapter House) 

Or visit our website: www.riponcathedral.org.uk. 

Cathedral E newsletter 

If you wish to subscribe to the weekly electronic newsletter, please email Michelle 
Gee (michellegee@riponcathedral.org.uk). 

 

Cathedral Gift Shop  

Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5; Sun 12-4. Tel: 01765 601347  

We are hoping to open the shop as per the Government’s guidance from 4th July.  
Please ring the shop to make sure we are open.  We look forward to welcoming you. 
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