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Welcome to Ripon Cathedral 
Welcome to Ripon Cathedral for this act of worship. Christian worship has taken 
place on this site since Wilfrid built the first church here in 672AD. The crypt of 
that original church still survives and is the oldest part of any English cathedral 
and regular prayer has taken place there for 1350 years. 
 

Built on the firm foundation of that heritage, the Cathedral today continues to 
proclaim the Christian faith, with daily prayer and active service in Jesus’ name. 
 

If you would like to find out more about how the cathedral community is seeking 
to grow God’s Kingdom in this 21st century, please visit our website. Regular 
updates of all that we are involved in and our worship are posted on our 
Facebook page and we tweet regularly using “@riponcathedral”. 
 

Sitting, kneeling, standing 
As human beings, we worship with our bodies as well as through our music and 
prayers. This order of service invites you to sit, kneel or stand as appropriate. Please 
see these as merely invitations and adopt the posture you find most comfortable. 
 

Coronavirus 
Ripon Cathedral continues to follow the guidance issued by the national church, 
which is regularly updated to take account of the most recent government 
advice. Consequently, it has been decided to continue to suspend the common 
cup (the chalice) at the administration of holy communion. 

 

Following the Government’s advice, the wearing of masks is 
recommended and strongly encouraged 
unless you fall into an exempt category. 

 

Large print versions of the Order of Service are 
available. Please ask those who welcomed you if 
you would like one. 
 

An induction loop system is also in operation for hearing aid users.  
 

Please switch off your mobile phone before the service begins.  
Photography and video/audio recording by members of the congregation is not 
permitted during the service. 
 

Common Worship:  Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is included 
in this service, is copyright The Archbishops’ Council. All hymns covered by the Christian Copyright 
Licensing have been reproduced under CCL Licence no 97098. 
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Welcome to this Service 
We welcome you to this act of worship. Whatever has brought you here today, 
we trust that you will find yourself more aware of God through the words, 
prayers and music. 
 

For many, the Christmas season is celebrated for 12 days, ending at Epiphany. 
Contemporary use has sought to express an alternative tradition, in which 
Christmas lasts a full forty days ending with the Presentation of Christ in the 
Temple (Candlemas) on 2 Feb. For Christmas is much more than the celebration 
of Jesus’ birth, and the Liturgy over these forty days seeks to help worshippers 
to recall the central truth of the Word made flesh for our salvation. 
 

About this service 
The President is the Very Revd John Dobson DL, Dean of Ripon. 
 

The Preacher is the Revd Lynn Thorius, Minor Canon of Ripon Cathedral. 
 

The service is sung by the Lay Clerks of the cathedral choir and the setting is the 
Mass for lower voices by Norman Harper (b. 1952). 
 

The Cathedral bells are rung by the Ripon Cathedral Guild of Bellringers. 
The flower display is kindly provided by the Ripon Cathedral Flower Guild. 
 

Children at Ripon Cathedral 
Children’s church is for primary school aged 6 and above. Little Children’s 
Church for babies and small children. Both groups meet in the rooms beneath 
the Chapter House. Please ask those who welcomed you for directions. 
 

Giving to support the work of the Cathedral 
Stewardship of all the gifts that God has given is a part of Christian discipleship. 
Giving is a part of that, and the support of charities and the church is an 
important part of that in terms of time, talent and money. We would 
encourage you in your stewardship, offering the following easy ways to support 
the work of the Cathedral: 

• use the collection bags or plates; 

• use the credit / debit card terminals by the west door; 

• for bank transfers Account Name: The Chapter of Ripon Cathedral 
Sort Code: 40 38 23 Account Number: 91067737 

• use this QR Code: 
 
 
 
 
  



4 

 

Words of welcome are given by a member of the clergy. 
 

The Gathering 
 

Processional Hymn 
 

  Love divine, all loves excelling, 
     joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
  fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
     all thy faithful mercies crown. 
  Jesu, thou art all compassion, 
     pure unbounded love thou art; 
  visit us with thy salvation, 
      enter every trembling heart. 
 

  Come, almighty to deliver, 
     let us all thy life receive; 
  suddenly return, and never, 
     never more thy temples leave. 
  Thee we would be always blessing, 
     serve thee as thy hosts above, 
  pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 
     glory in thy perfect love. 
 

  Finish then thy new creation, 
     pure and spotless let us be; 
  let us see thy great salvation, 
     perfectly restored in thee, 
  changed from glory into glory  
     till in heaven we take our place, 
  till we cast our crowns before thee,  
     lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

NEH 408i 
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

Music: BLAENWERN William Penfro Rowlands (1860-1937) 
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The Greeting 
 

President In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 

  and of the Holy Spirit. 
All  Amen. 
 

President Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
  and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
All  and also with you. 
 

The president introduces the service. 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

All  Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden; 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Prayer of Penitence 
 

Deacon  The grace of God has dawned upon the world 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. 
Let us confess our sins. 

cf Titus 2.11-14 

President God be gracious to us and bless us, 
and make your face shine upon us: 
Lord, have mercy. 

All   Lord, have mercy. 
 

President May your ways be known on the earth, 
your saving power among the nations: 
Christ, have mercy. 

All   Christ, have mercy. 
 

President You, Lord, have made known your salvation, 
and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations: 
Lord, have mercy. 

All   Lord, have mercy. 
 

The Absolution 
 

President Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 
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Gloria 
 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Et in terra pax hominibus,  
bonae voluntatis. 
Laudamus te, benedicimus te, 
Adoramus te, glorificamus te. 
Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam 
gloriam tuam. 
 

Domine Deus, Rex coelestis, 
Deus Pater omnipotens. 
Domine Fili unigenite Jesu Christe. 
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, 
Qui tollis peccata mundi, 
Miserere nobis. 
Qui tollis peccata mundi, 
Suscipe deprecationem nostram. 
Qui sedes ad dextram Patris, 
Miserere nobis. 
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, 
Suscipe deprecationem nostram. 
 

Quoniam tu solus Sanctus,  
tu solus Dominus, 
tu solus Altissimus, 
Jesu Christe. Cum sancto spiritu  
in Gloria Dei Patris. Amen.  

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
 
 
 
 
You are seated at the right hand of 
the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord. 
You alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Please remain standing. 

The Collect 
 

President Let us pray 
`  

God our creator, 
who in the beginning 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness: 
we pray that the light of the glorious gospel of Christ 
may dispel the darkness of ignorance and unbelief, 
shine into the hearts of all your people, 
and reveal the knowledge of your glory 

in the face of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All   Amen. 
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Please sit. 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

New Testament Reading 
 

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 
 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and 
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to 
remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my 
possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have 
love, I gain nothing. Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful 
or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or 
resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. 
But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; 
as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, and we 
prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to 
an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned 
like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For now we 
see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; 
then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and 
love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 

1 Corinthians 13.1-13 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand. 
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Gradual Hymn 
 

  Faithful vigil ended, 
     watching, waiting cease; 
  Master, grant thy servant 
     his discharge in peace. 
 

  All thy Spirit promised, 
     all the Father willed; 
  now these eyes behold it 
     perfectly fulfilled. 
 

  This thy great deliverance 
     sets thy people free; 
  Christ, their light, uplifted 
     all the nations see. 
 

  Christ, thy people’s glory! 
     Watching, doubting, cease: 
  Grant to us thy servants 
     our discharge in peace. 

NEH 44 
Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith b.1926 

Music: PASTOR PASTORUM F. Silcher (1789-1860) (NEH 282) 
 

Please remain standing and turn to face the deacon reading the Gospel. 
 

The Gospel 
 

Deacon  Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, Mary 
and Joseph brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is 
written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy 
to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law 
of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ Now there was a man 
in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 
he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the 
temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what 
was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 
saying, 
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‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence 
of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 
Israel.’ And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said 
about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is 
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will 
be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed – and a sword 
will pierce your own soul too.’ There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her 
husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-
four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer 
night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak 
about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. When 
they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, 
filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. 

Luke 2.22-40 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The organist improvises as the gospel party returns. 
 

The Sermon 
 

Please sit at the invitation of the preacher. 
 

After the sermon, please stand with the president. 
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Affirmation of Faith 
 

President Let us affirm, our common faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 

All   I believe and trust in him. 
 

President Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 

All   I believe and trust in him. 
 

President Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 

All   I believe and trust in him. 
 

President This is the faith of the Church. 
All   This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

Please sit. 
 

Intercessions 
 

President In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, 
let us pray to the Father. 

 

This response may be used after each petition 
 

Intercessor Lord, in your mercy 
All  hear our prayer. 
 

And at the end 
 

Intercessor Merciful Father, 
All   accept these prayers  

for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

Please stand. 
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Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
 

President Christ is our peace. 
If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. 
The old has passed away: 
behold, everything has become new. 

2 Corinthians 5.17 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All  and also with you. 
 

Deacon  Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 
 

We exchange warm greetings with those nearest us. 
 

Preparation of the Altar 
 

The table is prepared, the bread and wine are placed on it. 
 

Offertory Hymn 
 

The Collection is taken during this hymn. 
 

  Hail to the Lord who comes, 
     comes to his temple gate, 
  not with his angel host, 
     not in his kingly state: 
  no shouts proclaim him nigh, 
     no crowds his coming wait. 
 

  But borne upon the throne 
     of Mary’s gentle breast, 
  watched by her duteous love, 
     in her fond arms at rest; 
  thus to his Father’s house 
     he comes, the heavenly guest. 
 

  There Joseph at her side 
     in reverent wonder stands; 
  and, filled with holy joy, 
     old Simeon in his hands 
  takes up the promised Child, 
     the glory of all lands. 
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  Hail to the great First-born 
     whose ransom-price they pay! 
  the Son before all worlds, 
     the Child of man to-day, 
  that he might ransom us 
     who still in bondage lay. 
 

  O Light of all the earth, 
     thy children wait for thee! 
  come to thy temples here, 
     that we, from sin set free, 
  before thy Father’s face 
     may all presented be! 

NEH 157 
Words: John Ellerton (1826-1893) 

Music: LAUDES DOMINI Joseph Barnby (1838-1896) (NEH 473ii) 
 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

President Lord, accept your people’s gifts, 
not gold, frankincense or myrrh, 
but hearts and voices raised in praise 
of Jesus Christ, our light and our salvation. 

All Amen. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

President The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you. 
 

President Lift up your hearts. 
All  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

President Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
President All honour and praise be yours always and everywhere, 

mighty creator, ever-living God,  
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord: 
for at this time we celebrate your glory 
made present in our midst. 
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In the coming of the magi 
the King of all the world was revealed to the nations. 
In the waters of baptism 
Jesus was revealed as the Christ, 
the Saviour sent to redeem us. 
In the water made wine 
the new creation was revealed at the wedding feast. 
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy. 
Therefore with all the angels of heaven 
we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 
and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
 

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus,  
Dominus Deus Sabaoth.  
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. 
Hosanna in excelsis. 
Benedictus qui venit in nomine 
Domini. Hosanna in excelsis. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power 
and might. Heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

President Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 

Deacon  Great is the mystery of faith. 
All   Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
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And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

St Peter, St Wilfrid and the all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, 
almighty Father, for ever and ever. 

All   Amen. 
 

Please sit. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

President  Believing the promises of God, 
  let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us. 
 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread
 

 

President We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 

All   Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 

The Giving of Communion 
 

President Draw near with faith,  
receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 

  which he gave for you,  
  Eat in remembrance that he died for you, 
  and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

 

 

We welcome communicants of all denominations to receive holy communion. 
If you are not a communicant and would like to receive God’s blessing, please 
come with this service sheet in your hand. Please move as directed. If you 
require a gluten-free wafer, please indicate this to the minister. 
 

Agnus Dei 
 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi. 
Miserere nobis 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi. 
Dona nobis pacem. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin 
of the world, Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin 
of the world, Grant us peace. 
 

 
 

Motet 
 

Senex puerum portabat, puer 
autem senem regebat:  quem 
Virgo peperit, et post partum virgo 
permansit, ipsum quem genuit 
adoravit. 

The old man carried the boy, yet 
the boy was Lord of the old man.  
The Virgin bore him and thereafter 
remained a virgin;  him whom she 
bore, she also worshipped. 

 

Words: Antiphon for the Magnificat First Vespers, the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Music: William Byrd (c.1540-1623) 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

President Generous Lord, 
in word and eucharist 

we have proclaimed the mystery of your love: 
help us so to live out our days 
that we may be signs of your wonders in the world; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

All   Amen. 
 

Notices 
 

Notices and Banns of marriage may be given after which please stand. 
 

The Dismissal 
 

The Blessing 
 

President May God the Father, 
who led the wise men by the shining of a star 
to find the Christ, the Light from light, 
lead you also in your pilgrimage to find the Lord. 

   and the blessing of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
   be among you and remain with you now and always. 
All   Amen. 
 

Recessional Hymn 
 

Now thank we all our God, 
   with heart and hands and voices, 
who wondrous things hath done, 
   in whom his world rejoices; 
who from our mother’s arms 
   hath blessed us on our way 
with countless gifts of love, 
   and still is ours to-day. 
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O may this bounteous God 
   through all our life be near us, 
with ever joyful hearts 
   and blessèd peace to cheer us; 
and keep us in his grace, 
   and guide us when perplexed, 
and free us from all ills 
   in this world and the next. 

 

All praise and thanks to God 
   the Father now be given, 
the Son, and him who reigns 
   with them in highest heaven, 
the One eternal God, 
   whom earth and heaven adore; 
for thus it was, is now, 
   and shall be evermore. 

NEH 413 
Words: Martin Rinkart (1586–1649) tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827–78) 

Music: NUN DANKET from Johann Johann Crüger’s Praxis pietatis melica c1647 
 

The Blessing 
 

President May God the Father, 
who led the wise men by the shining of a star 
to find the Christ, the Light from light, 
lead you also in your pilgrimage to find the Lord. 

   and the blessing of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
   be among you and remain with you now and always. 
All   Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Deacon  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All  In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Organ Voluntary 
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Services later today and this week 
 

12.30 pm Holy Eucharist (1662 BCP) President:  Canon Ailsa Newby 
 
 

3.30 pm   Evensong  with Installation of Canons 
Responses Leighton-Jones  Hymns: 336, 413 
Setting Pretiosa Sanguine Service Pisaro Psalm:  34 [1-10] 
Anthem In God’s word will I rejoice Purcell  
Preacher The Right Reverend Nick Baines, Bishop of Leeds 

 

Cathedral supporting the Parishes  Canon Ailsa Newby is presiding 
and Mr Douglas Rice-Bowen is preaching at Littlethorpe this morning. 

Diary for the Week 
Morning Prayer:               Monday to Saturday at 8.30am 
Evening Prayer:                Monday & Wednesday 6.00pm;  Saturday 5.30pm 
Choral Evensong:             Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 6.00pm 

Monday 9.00 am The Eucharist President: The Dean 
Tuesday 9.00am 

12 noon 
The Eucharist 
The Eucharist 

President: Canon Michael Gisbourne 
President: Rev’d Canon Richard Cooper 

Wednesday 10.00 am The Eucharist  President: Canon Michael Gisbourne 
Candlemas 7.30 pm Festal Eucharist President: The Dean 

Preacher:  Rev’d Canon Paul Maybury 
Thursday 9.00 am The Eucharist President: Canon Ailsa Newby 
Friday 9.00 am The Eucharist President: Venerable Clive Mansell 
 12 noon The Eucharist President: Canon Michael Glanville-Smith 
Saturday 12 noon The Eucharist President: Canon Wendy Wilby 
 

Worship Next Sunday – 6th February 2022 – 4th Sunday before Lent 

8.00 am Eucharist (1662) President & Preacher:  The Dean 
9.30 am Morning Prayer 
10.30 am Sung Eucharist President;  The Dean 

Preacher:  Right Reverend Clive Handford 
12.30 pm  Eucharist (1662)  President: Canon Michael Gisbourne 
1.15  pm  Holy Baptism   George & Lola Marshall   

Officiant;   Canon Ailsa Newby 
 

3.30 pm Festal Evensong Preacher: The Dean 

Forthcoming events  

Thursday 3rd February 1.00pm Thursday Concert – The Fairfax Ensemble, Trio 
Thursday 10th February 1.00pm Thursday Concert – Tim Harper, organ 
Sunday 13th February 4.30pm Messy Cathedral 
Thursday 17th February 1.00pm Thursday Concert – Joseph Spratt, Tenor 



20 

 

 


